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50uTH pAqIFlq REGI0NAL ENVIR0NI'INI pR0GRAntE

REPORT OF

EXPERT I'€ETI-NG OXI-cqNVq!!U-O.N FOR TI.E PROTECTION AND DEVELOPIfNT OF

(Noumea, New Caledonia, 2tr-28 January fg8r)

l. Introduction

l.l. Arising from recommendations made by the Conference on the Human
Envlronment in the South Pacific held in Rarotonga, Cook Islands from8-ll March 1982, tfre lhirteenth (l9B?) South Facifie Forurn and the
Twenty-$ss6n6 (f982) South Paeific Conference approved the convening ofEn Expcrt i'leeting to consider a Draft Convention'for the Protection and
Development of the Natural Resources and Envj.ronment of the South Pacifie
Region.

L.2. An Expert Meeting on a Conyention for the Protection and
Development of the Natural Resources and Environment of the South pacifie
Ragion uraa aceordingly held at SPc headquartera, Nournea, from zb-zg
January 198f. Representatives from tne foilowing courtrieE andtarriforiee attended the meeting: Americen Serpa, Australie, Cook
r.alander^, Fiji, France, French polyneaia, Kiribati, Marshall Ielands,Nauru, New caledonia, New Zearand, Palaup pepua New Guinea, solonronIelanda, Tonga,,un.itad Kingdom, untted stalee of America, vanualu, wallieand Futuna and Weetern Samoa, together with repreeentativeE of tho
Co-ordinettTg.Group for the South paclftc Regional 

'Environment prograone
(South Paciflc Bureau for Economic Co-operatlon, South picifte
Cotmlesion, tlnttad Nations Environment Prograrme, Ecsronlc end Social
Cormlaoion for Aale and tha paciflc) dld obeervere fron Japan, UEInternatlonal Atomlc Enargy Agency and thc Internatlonel Maritine
Organlzation.
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r.r.. .The ^objective of the meeting was to consider and agree onprovieions to be included in a Draft Convention for Lhe Protection andDevelopnrent of the Natural Resources and Environment of the Sout.h pacific
Regionr eE rell ae tlro Draft Prolocolsr on€ for the prevention ofPolrution of fhe south pacif ic Region by Drmping, 

- 
"r,a- 

'tr, 
othereoncerning_Co-operation in Combating 6if Poilution Emergenciea in theSouth Paclfic Region. f{orking docLfrente for -the Draft Convention andProtocole nere, prepered -for the meeting by Me l,lere pulee andMr Seleinpa Varaif wt9 were preaent at the reeling'as consultants to theSouth Pacific Regional Environment prograrme.

2. OPenino of l,{eetinq

2-r. Hr t{irliam T. Brown, Acting secretary-General of the southPacific Cortmiseion, opened the meeting by welcoming the Expert Delegatesf"9t-. participeti?e- countries, l4embeis ir tne spdp co-orainaiing Grorp,and 0bservera. iA.1i:! of participants is attached as Annex I). He gave
lFrcial thanke to UI{EP for their financial and expert assistance to theFiret and Second Phases of SPREP. Mr Brown 

"trro"o to the wide csrcernexpressed at the Conference on the Human Environment in the SouthPacific, held .in Rarobonga in March 7gg2, cmcerning proposals to dunplow level nuclear waste in the Pacific 0"""n, and to use the pacific
Islands for high level waste storage.

2:2... Consequently, the SPRIP Co-ordinating Group cormissioned threestudies:

one to review existing international and regional legal agreements end toprepare a draft regional convention on the irotection or lrre environnentlanother to review the sources and levels of natural and artiFicialradioactivity in the Pacific region; and a third to review hazardouswstes and the environmental implicaiions of these wastes for the region.The results of the legal study were the prime focus of the meeting.

z't' Mr Brown also noted the resolutions adopted by the Trrrty-Sec-ondSouth Pacific Conference which encouraged llember eountriee to cqrsidergarly accessinn to the London Dumping-Convention and to work underArticle VIII of that Convention towaids a regionar agreement regardingnuclear waste drsPosll in t-lre region. He exprissed hii hope thet the
Ftpgf t i'{eeting woulct reach substintiuu 

"gr"ui"nt on the Draft Conventionby the end ol the week. A copy 'f [nu Acting s"cr"[""y-General,sstatement is attacherj as Annex II.
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2.4. Dr Peter Adams, Deputy Director of the South Pacifie Bureau for
Economic Co-operation, pointed out that SPREP is one of the increasing
nuilber of areas where SPEC and SPC are working as partners in regional
co-operatist on behalf of their respective menberships. The lhirleenth
South Pacific Forum, at Rotorua, New Zealand, in August lgaz, erdorssdthe preparation of the Draft Convention. Dr Adams considered that its
adoption nould provide a firm foundation on which to build m4y other
neceasary activities in SPREP. He pledged the support of spEc in
actieving the groal of environmental protection in the South Pacific (see
Annex III),

?.?: Stjepan Keekes, Director of the Regional seas prograrnre
Activity Center, United Nations Environment Progiarnre, pointed ou[ that
glvilonqent protection in the South Pacifie may b-et be achieved through
the fulfllment of the region's development goals. Under-development grtd
povertyr he obeerved, do not contribute to the protection of the
environment. To this end the value of the regional approach to marine
and coaatal environment problems has been iuccesefully demonstreted in
the past years and rctively promoted through the UffiF Regional Seas
Prograrme. Ten regional action plans similai to SPREP are in operationand I17 stateg around the globe participate in them. He et,reseed thenaed to beer in -nind global agreemants when preparing the final
Convention, partlcularly the London Dumping Convention anr3-tho rmently
signed Law of the Sea Cnnventi.on. His slatefrent is attached ae Annex IV.

2,6. fhe finsl ^ lRening.-Statement wae given by F{r loshiro Kojima,
Envireionental Legislation Expert, Economic and Social Conmigsion for-Asia
ard the Pacifie. He reviewed the activities of ESCAP in ths field of
9lyllmmelt protection. He suggested that the successful pr-ogress of
SPREP would lead to similar iniliatives in Asiar and conaequenffy rsclpplaced great importance on its support foi the prograrme. tteConvention, if adopted, would provide the legal framework whieh rouldstrenghtan the lagislation and adninistrative measuree at national level
and harmonize the environmental policy at internetisral level. A copy ofhis atatement is attached as Annex V,'

,. Ei.ection et Chsirman, Vice-Chairmal and DraFtino Cqmrittee

J.l. The delegate for Tonga, Mr Tevita Tupou, end tlr Selryn Leodoro, ofVanuatu, Irere unanimouely eleeted bnairman and - 
Vice-Chaitfiarlrespectively. I Drafting Cormittee comprising repreaentatives ofAuetralia, Fiji, France, Fr-nch polynesia, New Zeaiandr'solomon Islande,United Kingdoar and United States of Americe ras appoinled by the maeting.It rae raaolved that all Drafting Cdnmittee me"tings ,outO be opan tomerbers of other delegations. -The delegate of Frencfi poryneeia,

Itl. Patrick Galenonr t{as electad as Cheirmsr of tha Drefting Coniittee.
The Fiji Delagate later announced that he had been instructed to withdrarfrom the Drafting Colrmittee by his Government,
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4. ldoplion oL the Aoenda

4.L. It was agreed that ltem 4 of the Agenda be extended to include
provision for general statements by delegations, the Co-ordinating Group
and observersr Concern was expreeeed by orre delegation regarding the
inclueion oF Item 5 - r'Consideration of Draft Convention For- the
Protection and Development oF the Natural Resources and Environment of
the South Paeific Region" and Item 7 - 'rConsideration of Draft Protocol
concerning Co-operation in Combeting 0il Pollution in Emergencies in the
South Pacific Regionrf in the Provisional Agenda. It ras iontended that
the Twanty-Second South Pecific Conference decisions did not provide a
mandate for the discr.peion of these Agenda ltema. ltem 6, on the other
hend - fiConeideration of Draft Protocol for the Prevention of Pollution
of the South Pacifle Region by Dumpingtrr wog afl appropriate issue for
diecueeion by tfe meeting because it was referred to by the Rarotonga
Plan of Action and the relevant resolutions of the Twenty-Second Pacific
Conference on the need to combat dumping and to conclucte a regional
agreement under Article vIII of the London Dumping convention.

4.2. In responee the Chalrman oF the Co-ordinating Group and the SPREP
Secretariat outlined the Thirteenth South Pacific Forum decision, the
Twenty-Second South Pacific Conference decision, the SPREP Progress
Report suhnitted to thet conference and the SPREP Action Plan whicn lists
the priority activitieg and objectives and drew attention to Lhe languageof the London Dumping convention. Following statements 6v
repreeentativea of a number of participating Governments, who were in
favour of examining Iteme 5 and 7, the meeting adopted the Agenda whiehie attached ae Annex VI.

the5. Genersl Statements bv
and ObEervere

Deleeations. Co-ordinatinq Grorp

5.1. Most delogations took the opportunity of making general statements
and all gsve their support in prineiple to the Draff Convention and itsProtocols subject bo detailed discussions on the drafts. Many
delegations provided examples of their governments' firm coarnitment tofurthering, within their own boundari-s, the environment protection
objectives agreed to at the Conference on the Human Environment in the
South Pacific,

5.2. Ihe need to promote the ratification procedures for thirty-one
other interrtational conventions relevant to the reqinn was stressed and
the difticulty rlt achieving broad base participation irr many of these was
noLed. A number of delegates indicated that their governments would
oppose Rny proposed weakening nf the Draft Convention Provisions relatinqto ttre prrtlrrl.ri t itttr of nuclear test irrg and dumpirrg of radroacl I ve wa..it-es,
The need for additional provisions iequiring monitoring sites and ttrecontrol of dumping from aircraft and contamination rlue to satellileactivity was identified by one delegate.
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5.1. It was suggested by one delegation that Article lI concerning theprohibition of nuclear testing pre-enpts the report of trp spfiEp
Technical Group on Radioactivity and is a matter for the discr.rsaions
continuing in the relevant bodies of the United Nations. FoF these
reaaons this provision is not relevant to this Convention and cannot be
aceepted.

514, One delegate asked the Expert Meeting to bear in mind tfrat therrConventinn Areaf' did not, as drafted by the Consultants, include the
high seas within the South Pacific region and some countries who had not
signed the Law of the Seas Convention might not be inclined to respect
the EEZ of South Pacific countries in regard to dunping. A nurnber of
delegates expreased the wishes of their governrlent.s thal the Convention
Area be extended to include the high seas.

5.5. Reference was made to the December 1982 amendnent, to the United
Stetes l'lerine Protection, Research, and Sanctuaries Act which inrposes a
two-year moratorium on ocean dumping of nuclear wastes by lhe Uniled
Stetes.

5_.6. One delegation stresged lhe irportanee of crbligations under
Convention giving appropriate weight to scientific considerations.

the

,,7. The Draft convention and its Protneuis was coneidered to be a
major step forward in the realization of the "South Pacific Declaration
on Natural Resources in the Environment',, and for spREp. If adopted the
Convantion wnuld be the first legal instrunent developed under SPftEP.
Even though bhe initial emphasis had been given to narine dtrrying, it was
appropriate for a general legal framework to form the baeis for-regional
cofinitslent to environmental protection, Few corntries of the region had
adequate legislation to protect and conserve the environnent, If givan
the appropriate aasietance, the Convention rould facilitate srd guiAe
national initiatives to introduce environmental, legislation. The
Conventim could provide the foundation stmn for sodd environncntal
nsragem€nt within the region.

6. consideratlon of plglL .c_qqvgntion for the protection md
Deveropffiit o-f the lratuter-@ceE-ano"TnvirffiFo-r rt=@ 

-6.1. ThE meeting revlered Artlclea I to 12. Ihs meeting did not havetlne to coneider the Preanble or the &rnax on arbltratlon. Thc revleedtextg of theee ArticleE app€ar aa Annax vII. llhcra there res no
conaanoua the text h88 baen brackoted. Alternativss flBre proporad forgme of the Articlee 6nd theee are lncluded in the revleed Dreft.
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6.?. There were divergent views on Article 2(a). These concerned
whether or not to include high seas areas beyond 200 nautical miles in
the definition of Convention Area. A number of definitions were
propoeedr but no conaensus reached, In addition a question h,as raised
about the advisabillty of extending the Convention Area to internal
waters of Contracting Partiee,

6.r. The first optionrrpollutionr is based on
The second option is the

2(b) relating to the definition offor Article
that adopted by the Law of the Sea Convention,
GESAMP definition of "Marine Pollution[.

6.4. The source for the wording of Article 4.4 is Principle 2I of the
Stockholm Deelaration on the Human Environment 1972.

6.r. In reference to Article 5 in this Convention the experts agreed
that rrshipil means "a-f6;i;1-of any type whatsoever operating in the
marine environment and includes hydrofoil boats, air-cushion vehicles,
submersiblasr floating craft and fixed or floating platforms" as adopted
in the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from
Ships L973, as modiFied by the 1978 Protocol relating thereto MARPI
7r/78,

6.6. It was agreed by the Plenary that Atglcle I should be underetood
to include pollution from the operational di-icliargeC of aircraft.

6.7. Regarding the proposed Solomon Islands amendnent tn
Article I0 whieh had been presented in the course of endeavours to solve
mffiU1tiesoverA1t!clesl0'andI1'thelatterbeingunacceptabIe
toFranceltheFrench@6eotheviewtha[thisproposal
represented a poaitive gesture towards a compromise and stated that it
would submit it to the French authorities.

6.8. Regarding Article 1l the United States Delegation wished to note
for the record that the seeond option given in Annex VII, as proposed by
Vanuatu, would limit traditional navigational freedoms guaranteed in
ctustomary international law. No other regional seas convention contained
thia limit on these traditional freedoms and it was well known tha.t the
U.5, finds such limita unaeceptable.

6.9. The Austtalian delegate
any reference to "carriage" in
under existing international
Convention, to which Australia

expresaed eoncern at the implications that
Article ll would have for obligaLions

agreements sueh as the London Dumping
was about to become a party.
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6.10. The United Kingdom delegate expressed the vier thst it ras
inappropriate to deal with the distinct iseues of radioactive wastes and
nuclear weapons testing within the same Article. It, therefore, reservedits posilion on this matter in each of the alternative versions ofArtieles I0 and 11 until the next meeting of experta.

5.11. In discueaing 4g!!glg l0 an_d. ]1, the IAEA observer pointed outthat th€ term "disposal'-in inErnETional usage includes drrying,efFluent discharges into rivers, coastal araas and the atmospirerJ,
disposal on randr Bfld possibly subseebed dispoaal. Therefore, ir th€
word *disposal, wag used, it was not neceesary to include'durnpingff.

6.!2' In response to questions concerning the adoption of financialrulesl 88 reguired under Article 21.1([), lha Secretariat undertook foprovide a paper on the fl;fiffi1-?fr8--irocedural irptications of the
Convention and its Protocols.

7. Consideration of Draft Protocol for the
Foffullon o-rn.@g1Ep$ Prevention of

7.1.

B.

8.1.

9.

Time did not permit the consideration of this Item at the meeting.

Coneideration
Con$atino 0i1

-

R_eqion

Diecr.rssion of

oF Draft
Tofiutllon

Ptglggl goncerTino Co-operatlej it
Lmg.roencies in .lh" Sogth Paci_f ig

Lhis item was also deferred for lack of time.

Recormendatione For
and Protocols

Future Stepe le.egilg to Adoptio4 of Conventi.on

9.1: 
. 
It nes. agreed that the meeting would be reconvened for a period ofup to ten working days in the latler part of t',toverber l9g] in ordsr toraach agreenent on the Draft Convention and Protocolg for latarconsideration at a planipotentiary rneeting. Iho Secretarlat undertook Loinform. participante oF the actual dales for the reconv€nad meetingfolloring conaideration of thie matter by tt-re SPREP Co-orOinaiing Crordat its rneeting the following week

0ttteg BusinessI0.

No other businees wae diecussed.
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ll. Adootion of -ghg. Report

The meetinE adopted its report.

L2. Cmclusioq

12,1. Thc neetlng "*pr""""d its appreciation to the Chairnan,
llr Tavita Tupoul for the efficient manner in wtrich he conducted the
oaeting atrd expreaeed the hope that the Government of Tonga would
cctsldsr the poseibtltty of Mr Tupou continuing his role as Chairman for
the reconvarpd meetihg to be held in Flovember 1985.
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Al,lNEX I

Ameriean Sarme

Auetralia

Cook Islands

LIST F PARTICIPAI.ITS

souTH pAcJliIc_ REGI0NAL ENV.IR0N},CNT pRoGRAr+,f

EXPERT }fET[NG__Q[I-E!!!!ENTIO{ rqR l}f, PROTECTION Af\D DEVELOPI,fNT
0r

(Noumea, New Caledonia, 24 - 28 January l9g])

Mr Pati Fai'ai
Special Assistant to Governor for

Environment
0ffice of the Governor
PAGO PAGO 96799

Mr John Sands
Assistant-Secretar y
Environmental Programs Brtrtch
Department of |lome Affairs and

fnvironment
P.0" Box 1252
cA!ruEA_gIJ.I, A.c.T. 26oL

Hr Ian Lincoln
Acting Coneul-General
Australien Consulate-General
NOUI'fA

Mr Anthony Utangn
Acting Director of Coneervetion
Government of the Cmk Islande
RAROIONGA

fiji Mr Biren Singh
Conssrvation 0fficer for the

Natimal Trust for Fiji
P.0. Box 2089
Government Bulldinga
SUVA

Frence M. G. Le paudert
Altarnate Reprasentative for

france on SPC
B.P. 4?0
NOUI.fA
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Frence (conttd.)

French Polynaala

Japan

Kiribati

l,larehell Ielende

Mme H. Dubois
Direction des Nations-unies et

des 0rganisations internationalee
Ministbre des Relations extdrieuree
37, Quai dr0rsay
75007 PARIS

M. J.L. Florent
Direction des Affaires juridiques
Ministbre des Relations

ext6rieures
l7 Quai d'0rsay
75007 PARIS

Dr Patrick Galenon
Responsable de l'Office de

Reeherche et d'exploibation
des regsources ocdanlques

B. P. 20
PAPEETE Tahiti

Mr Makoto lakahashi
Nuelear Safety Division
Science and Technology Agency
2-2-I, Kasumigaseki
Chiyoda-Ku
TOKYO

l"lr Mizumi Kurabayashi
Deputy Chief
First Testing Division
Radioective l{aste Management

Center
No. 15. Mori Building
2-8-10, Toranomon, Minato-ku
TOKYO

Mr Peter Timeon
Assistant Secretary
Ministry of Foreignr AFfeirs
TARAWA

Mr Edinal Jorkan
Assistant Secretary
Pacific Affairs
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
MAJURO. 96960
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Mr Anthony Audoa
NAURU

M. Jacques Kusser
Secrdtaire du Comitd pour Ia

Protection de I rEnvironnerent
Service des Eaux et For6ta
B.P. 295
NOUI'fA

l,l. Jean-Louis Jourde
Chef du Serviee de la l'larine

Marchande et des pdches
mari t imes

B.P. t6
Noul'fA

Mme Luce Lorenzin
Chef du Service d'Etudes et de

L69islal ion
B. P. C5
NOU}.CA

New Zealand Mr Don MaeKay
Assistant Head
Legal Division
Ministry of Foreignr Affairs
WEI.L INETON

Solomon lalendE Dr Greham Baines
l{eetcrn Solomon Provinclel

Government
Glz0

Dr Philip Torfell
Cornmiesion for ttre Environnent
P,0. Box 10241
|{ELLr{cToN

Palau Mr Tokiwo Sumorg
Chairnan

. Environmental Protection Agancy
(OROR

Pepua iirar Gulnes l,lr Navu Krapena
Firat Asslgtent Dircctor (Hildlifa)
0ffice of Environnrsrt and

Conservation
Foat Office flerde Strtp
I{AI6Af{I
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Tonga

Unlted Kingdom

United Statcc of Amcrlca

Mr Tevita Tupou
Crown Solicitor
NUKU'ALOFA

Mr Patrick Szell
Legal Directorate
Department of Environment
Romney House
2 Marsham 5t
LONDON

Ms Mary Rose Hughes
Deputy Assistant Secretary
Bureau of Oceens and International

Environmental and Scientific
Affairs

Department
I{ASHINGTON

Mr Robert Blunberg
Deputy Director
Offlce of Oceens and Polar Affairs
Bureau of 0ceans and International

Environmental and Scienbific
Affairs

Department of State
WASHINGToN, D.C.

Mr Keith Guthrie
Director, Paeific IsLand Affairs
Bureeu of East Asia and Pacific

Affaira
Department
WASHINGTON

Mr Scott Hajost
At torney-Adviser
0ffice of the Legal Adviser
Department of State
WASHINGTON. D.C.

LCDR limothy l{. Josiah
Chief , Environmental Coordinetion

Eranch
US Coast Guard Headquarters
WASHIN.GTgN, Drql 2059'

of
D

State
c.

of State
D.C.
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Mr Selwyn Leodoro
Second Secretary
Ministry of Lands and Natural

Resources
P.0. Box 22
PORI VILA

Mr C. Marae
Aseistant Stete Cor.rrsel
Attorney-General Chsnbers
PORT VItA

lfallte ll Futuha M. Clovis Logologofolau
Coneeiller terri torial
Asser$lde lerritoriale des

Iles y{allis
B.P. t7
MAIA'U.It,,

lfeatsrn Samoa Dr Kilifoti Eteuati
Head Legel Section
Prime Miniater's Department
APIA

CO-ORDINATING 6EOUP

Economic end Social Ccnmission Mr Toshiro Kojimafor Aeia and the Peclfie (ESCAP) Expert on EnvLrsnmental Legislation
Eeonomic and Social Connisiion for

Aeia and the Pacific
Ihe Unibed Nations Building
Rajadamnern Avenue
BANGKOK 2. Thailand

South Pacifie BurEeu for Dr peter Adams
Ecmonic Co-operation (SPEC) Oeputy Director

South Pacific Burezu for Ecmornic
Co-operation

G.P.0. Box 855
sUVA. Fiji
Mr J. Linge
Legal 0fficer
South Pacific Bureau for Econonic

Co-oporation
G,P.0. Box 856
suvA, Fl.it
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South Pacific Conniaeion (SPC) Mr William T. Brown
Acting Secretary-Genera1 and

Director of Prograunes

Hr Tamarii Pierre
Deputy Director oF Programea

Mr Jeremy Carew-Reid
Regional Co-ordinator -

Environnental Prograrme and
Seeretary, SPREP Co-ordinating Group

South Pacific Cormission
B. P. D5
N0UlfA. Ner Caled.onia

United Natione Environment Dr Stjepan Keckes
Prograrme (UiGP) oirec[or

Regional Seas Prograrme Activity
Center

United Nations Environmsrt Prograrrne
Pa]ais des Nations
CH-lzll GEI{EVA I0. Sxitzerland

Ms. Patricia Bliss-Guest
Regional Seas Prograrme Activiby

Center
United Nations Environment Prograrrne
Palais des Nations
CH-lzll GENEVA I0, Switzerland

CONSII"TANTS

Mr Ian L. Baumgart
Consultent for UlrlEP
27 Onehuka Road
L0mR HUTT. New Zealand

Mere Pulea
Mere Pulea & Associates
P.O, Box 2425
Government Buildings
suvA. Fi.ii

Mr Saleimoa Varei
P.0. Box lI20
APIA. .Western Sama

Dr R.A. Rafter
'16 Simla Crescent
Khandallah
WELLINGTON. New Zealand
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OESERVERS

Intarnat,lonal Atomlc Energy Ms A. Hagen
Agoncy (IA[A) International Atomic Energy Agcncy
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ANNEX II

souTH PACIFTC REGToNAL TNVTR0NTGNT pRoc&qulf,

EXPERT ifETING ON A CONVENTION FOR TI.E PROTECIION AND DEVELOP}fNT OF
I ru. NA I U}IAL IILSOURCES AND ENVIRONI'fNT Of IT€ SOUTH PACIFIC REGION

(Noumea, New Caledonia, 2tt-28 January fg8r)

oPENTNG sTATEffNl

BY

Acting Secretary-General.
South Pacific Conmission (SPC)

It is my pleasure to welcome you all to this meeting, aod to the
South Pacific Conmission Headquarters. I would particulirly Iike to
welcone Dr Keckes, Director of the Regional Seas Progranme Activitycentre, united Nations Environment prograrme; Mr Toshiro Kojima,
Environmental Legislation Expert, Economic anO Social Comission for-Asia
and the Pacific; and my colleague Dr Peter Adams, Deputy Director of the
South Pacific Bureau for Economic Co-operation.

As you will know, the South Pacific Regional Environment Prograrmeis jointly adminislered by the South Pacific Bureau for Ec6nomic
Co-operation, the South Pacific Commission, the Economic and Social
Conmission for Asia and the Pacific and the United Nations Environment
Prograrme, and the Chairmanship of the Co-ordinating Group is provided bySPEC. The co-ordineting Grot-p provides policy guidance on ttp
ilplementation of the prograrme Lo the SPC Secretariat. -I would like to
make special mention of the invaluable contribution that ul€P hasprovided to the South Pacific Regional Environment Prograrne. In thefirst phase of the prograrme they provided 5l% of the fuiOing, and have
pledged similar contributions for the second phase. In additiin to theirfinancial contributions, UiEP has provided expert essistance through Dr
Keckee, l.lr Ian Bgymgart and Ms Briss-Guest. It is through the Ftndsprovided by utlEP that the prografime has been able to sponsor aparticipant from each of the island countries and territories attendingthis meeting.

At the minieterial level Conference on the Human Envirmment in the
South Pacific, held in Rarotonga in March 1982, widespread cmcern ras
expressed at proposals to dump large quantities of low-Ievel nuclear
waate in the Paciflic Ocean, and use Pacific ialands for high-level waste
storage.
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The action plan for managing bhe natural resources and the
environment of the South Paeific region whieh was adopted by that
Conference provided that, in understanding the environmental assessment
component of the South Pacifie Regional Environment Prograrme, studies
would be carried out on the impact of natural ind artificialradioactivity on people and on the environment, including in particular
the effects of nuclear testing and the potential dangers to tne'region of
the storage and dumping of hazardous wastes, particularly nuclear iastes,
enywhere in the Pecific.

The Conference adopted a resolution on lhe prevention of storage and
dispoaal of nuclear waste which reads as follons:

frln furtherence of its declared poliey on the prevention of the
storage or disposal of nuclear waste in the Pacific regionr the
conference resolves thst the following action should be taken:

( I ) The Japanese, united States and other governments shourd be
requested to abandon their studies of specifi- proposals to store or
dispose of nuclear waste in the Pacific regional environment. They
should be strongly urged to research alternative methods of dispossi
outside the region.

(Z) Each country and terrilory of the region should be requested to
accede to the London Dumping Convention. A regional meeting should
be heLd preferably before the end of 1982 so thet these countries
and territories can prepar'e a commcm regional agreement. This would
enable them ta invnke the provisions of Article VIII sf the London
Dumplng Convention, and thus ensure that the regulatory framework of
the Convention incorporates Lhe prohibition on storagi and disposal
which has been adopted as a policy of the South pacifi.c Regional
Environment Progranrne (SPREP),

(l) The Co-ordinating Group should include follow-up activities in thework plan including the presentation of the regional agreement to
the_meeting of parties t.o the London Dumping Convention In February198f' and notification to all interisted governments andinternational agencies of the comrRon policy of SPREP participants.
The Gror.p shoul.d facilitate actiong by individual countries ardterritories to this end.t'

The co-ordinating Group therefore commissioned three studies:

(f) A etudy to review existing international and regional legal
agreemente and to prspare a draft ragionsl conven[ion on lneprotectlon of the environment with Piotocols on the storage,
diaposal and dunping of hazardoue wastes and on action in pollution
emergenciea;

(2) A study to review the sources and levels of natural and artificialradioactivity in lhe Pacific region; and

(r) A. study to review hazardoue waetee alraarly stored or drmped, pJ.anned
etorage or durnping, and the poeelble environmenta.L effects.
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Unfortunate]V, it was not possible for the tectrrieal grorp reviewing
natural and artificial radioactivity lo meet until last week, 

'but one oFthe five mernbers of that group, Dr T,A. RaFter of New Zealand, is here
with us, and will be available to outline the work that the grogp has
embarked uPon. The overview study on storage and dunping of hazardous
wastes is being undertaken by Dr Richard Golob, Director of l{orld
Information Systems, u.s.A., and wilr be distributed as soon as it is
reeeived.

The legal study including the Draft Convention and Protocols, which
ie-the prirne focus of thie rneeting, was prepared by Ms l.{ere Pulea and l,lr
Saleirna Va'ai. Basic documentation for their work was provided by Hs
Bliss-Guest of tf€P. l{e are indebted to them for the rork lhat they have
carried outr and I am happy to weleome them to this meeting,

In_closing, I would like to refer to the reaolution adopted by tfe
Twenty-Seeond South Pacific Conference in relation to the matters to be
addressed by the meeting. That Conference noted the concern of many
member countries in respect of nuclear weapons and the storagre ani
dumping of nuclear waste in the South Pacific region and encouraged
member countries to consider early accession to the London Drnping
Convention and to work under Article VIII of the Convention towards iregional agreement regarding nuclear waste disposal in the region.

It is the secretariat's hope that this Expert Meeting on a
Convention for the Protection and Development of the Natural Rtsoureesand Environment of the South Pacific Region will reach substantive
agreement on such a draft convention by the end of this week. Such
agreement wiII not only allow a plenipotentiary meeting later in the yearto be convened in order to sign the convention, uut it wirt itsoeetablish firm foundations on which the governments represented herecould base their approach to the consultative meeting of parties to the
London Dqnping Convention next month. The position of tne region on thematters before you could therefore be clearly stated in infernational
forums and conferences.
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ANf{EX III

I should also like to express appreciation to
organizationel effort which has gone into preparing the
the convening of this meeting,

50uTH IAC I,F rC _RE 
g I ONAL ENV r R0Nr-,f N T p R0GRAI,iU:

EIEEST IfEIINC' ON A CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION AND DEVELOP}.IENTq
(Ngumeg, New Caledoula, 14 - 28 Jglga-r[, 1982

OPENING STATEI.,IENT

BY

Dr Peter Adams
South Pacific Bureau for

Economic Co-operation (SPEC)

ActinE Secretary-GeneraI,
Distinguished Delegates,

I should Iike to make a short, statement on behalf of the SouthPacific Bureau for Economic Co-operation which chairs the Co-ordinating
Gror-p of the south Pacifie Regional fnvironment prograrme.

The Director of SPEC, Mr Mahe Tupouniuar who has recently reassumed
the Directorehip, is unable to be present for this meeting. I would like
to.extend qreetings to all partieipants and beet wiehes For a productive
ard eucceEsful meeting on his behalf.

the SPC for the
docummtation and

The SPREP is one of the increasing number of areas wtere SPEC and
SPC are wEffig as partners in regional so-operation on behalf of our
respactive memberEniPg. Having succesefully moved in recent yeare toellnlnats any areas of duplieafion between their work progDarmes, our twoorganizatione are nor_saeking positivery to co-operati together and
combine to best effect our different rolea, reaponeiUiiitiee and
reaourc€8. fhe SPREP ie an excellent exanple of this co-oporetlon. lleelso heve the beffi of UtfP and ESCAP's assistance in thet progam andI would like to endorse the words of the Acting Secretary-Seneral with
regard to UltEPts role.
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Member Governments have now approved Phase II of SPREP. An
essential and inportant element in the Phaee II t{ork PIan is the drafting
and adoption of a regional agreement against pollution and dunping under
the London Dr.rnrping Cmvention in accordance with Resolution No. I of the
Rarotonga Conference on the Human Environment.

The llth South Pacific Forumr at Rotorua, New Zealand, last August
specifically endorsed the preparation of thig draft regional agreeoent
even though it was not in e poeition to endorge the rest oF Phese II at
that stage. Thusr it is as a result of the Forum's decision to proceed,
followed by the South Pacific Conferencers decision a few months later,
that we are here today, with an important task in front of us. That task
is the finalization of the Draft Convention for the Protection -iifr
Development of the Naturel Resourcee and Environment of the South Pacific
region. It is important because the region hae signalled its intention
to take eoncerted etepe to eliminete and prevent pollution of all kinds
in the South Pacific.

The concrteion of such a convention and its edoption by all
Governments represented here will greatly strenghten our efforts towards
that objective. It will provide a firm Foundation on which to build rnany
other neceasary activities in the SPREP. Tim is short; present and
threatened pollution must be counteiric-Eil, and our Pacific environment
safeguarded: SPEC stands ready to assist to the best of its ability in
the achievement of this goal.
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ANITEX IV

souTH PACIFTC REGIoNAL ENVTR0NFNT pRoGRAMtjE

EXPERT IfETING ON A CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION DE VEL OPI'IENT
S AND ENV IFIC REGI

AND

tr?
(Noumea, New Caledonia, 24-28 January tgBJ)

OPENING STATEI'ITNT

Dr Stjepan Keckes
Director, Regional Seas Progranme

United Nations EnvironmenL Prograrrme (UNf P)

Lsdies and gentlemen,

It is a pleasure to address you on behalf of the Executive Director
of I,Jl'rlEP and convey to you his best wishes for a successful meeting.

Ut€P attaches great significance and importance to the protection of
the South Pacific environment, and we fully share your vier€ that this
protection may best be achieved through the fulfilment of your
developmant goals. Under-development and poverty do not contribute to
the protection of the human environment.

In less than a year after the action plan for the South Pacific
Regional Environment Programe was adopted in Rarotonga, you ere meeting
again to coneidet a treaty that should provide the legal frarnework foi
the prograrme adopted in Rarotonga. The meeting hae been organized ae a
direct follorup Lo the recommendatlone made at Rarotonga, in accordance
with s prograrme of work endorsed by both the South Pacific Forum and the
South Pacific Conference.

The value of the reglonal approach to marine and coaEtel environnent
probleme hae been succesgfully demonstrated in the paet years. Ul{P has
actively promoLed this approach through the Regional Seas Progranme. As
a resulte today there are ten regional action pJ.ans similar to spffip.
One hundred and seventeen Statee around the globe partictpate in thom.

BY
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Five of these aetion plans are supported by, or besed on, signed
regionel conventione, similar to the draft text yan wiII examine these
9.y": lle expect thst a eonvention will be signed in March of this yearin Colombie for the Caribbean region and, onci signed, your conventionwill be the eeventh regional agreement whoee development ras spmsored by
UltlEP as part of the Regional Sias Prograrme.

In reviering and redrafting the proposed text you should prioarily
keep in mind the neede of your regionl the south paciric region, ard th;
socio-economic aspirations of your people. However, there is mly one,indivisible Earthr more_today then evetr Therafore, when preparing thefinal draft you ahould also keep in mind its relationsnip to giobal
environoent agreementg. Through becoming partiee to tirose gfoUaf
agreements you will be better able to enaure that rpn-Pacific States
endeavour to reapec! tt. specific proviaions of your regional agreement.
The London-Duping Cmventlon and the recently Ligned Liw of ttre See arein particular relevant in that respect.

Ladies and _gentlemen, I would like to conclude my address by
reconf irming ul€Prs interest to co-operate with the South Pacif ic
Cormiseion, with the South PaciFic Bureau for Economic Co-operation andwith ESCAP in the further development of the action plan adopted at
Rarotonga, including the gucceesful negotiation of your legal agreement.
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ANtfx v

SOUTH PACIFIC REGIONAL ENVIRON}'€NT PROGRAMI'€

EXPERT }€ETING ON -A CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION AND DEVETOP}'IENI OF

(Noumea, New Caledonia, 24-28 January fg8l)

OPENING 5TATEMENT

BY

Mr loshiro Kojima
fnvironment Legal fxpert,

fconom.ic and Social Conrnission for
Asia and the Pacific ([SCAP)

Dietinguished participants,
Ladiee and Gentlemen,

^ It gives me great pleasure to address this [xpert Group t{eebing on a
Convention for the Protection and Development of the Natural Resfiurces
and the Environmenl of lhe SouUr Pacific region.

ESCAP haa four priority areas in the Field of environment. Two of
them are related to supporting measures: the promotion of environmentel
awarenegs and insbitutional and legislative frameworks for environmental
protection and management.

The other tro concern specific environmental issues msnage6ent ofterregtrial ecoaystems and protection of the marine environment and
related ecosystem.

In order to improve environmental au,arenegg, ure are notr preparingfor a sbate of the environment report for the ESCAP region including tdSouth Pacific. The draft paper will be available at tne end of thisyear.

.Preparatory to lhis work, lre published a brief sununary antltledrrReview and Appreisal of Environmental Situation ln the ESCAP riglon".
In order to develop methodologiea and standards for effective

environmental managament, we organized an expert group meeting oninduatrlal pollution control of agro-based, agro-alllei enb emell-ecalcindtstriea; namely, fertilizer, sugar, brewery and distillery, palm oil,tapioka, electro-planting, tanning-and fish proceeeing.
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As a series of guidelines, we have published rAn ovefview of
agro-baaedr agro-allied and small-scale indtrstrieer', 'rFertilizer
induetrieefr, rrBrewery end distillerytt and ItTapioka industry,'.

In the area of environmental legislation, ile are planning on study
and agsessment of institutional and Iegislative fremerorke in the field
of envirorment, focusing on ttre miniaterial-level meeting on envirornent
for Aeia in 1985. An expert group meeting on this subject rill be held
in June 1984 and the intergovernmental meeting will follow this meeting.

Success of the South Pacific Environmental Prograrne may enauns the
succesla of similar activitiee in Agia. ESCAP sr.qrports tfie efforts of the
South Pacific cotntries. rrThe South Pacific Declaration on Natural
Resourcea and the Environment'f in L982, clearly stetea bhe political will
of irprovement of the envitonment in the South Pacific region. And,
inmadiately following the success of the Conference on the thman
Environment in the South Paclfic at Rarotonga in 1982, activitiee to
realize the Declaration and Action Plan have been taken.

As written in the draft, this Convention and Protocols will guide
cotntries and territories of the South Pacif ic in mmaging thair
environment within the jurisdiction. This legal framerork will
strengthen the legislation and administretive meesures at national level
and harmonize the environmental policy at international lever.

At th€ same time or after of these elaborations, it xill also
neceasary that some sort of action is taken to protect the envirsrment
are€a of the high seae.

I am sure that this expert group meeting rill produce fruitful
results. It represents a significant step forrard for SPREP. ESCAP will
cmtinue to ar.pport these activities.

r Thank you.

be
in
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ANNEX VI

SOUTH PACIFIC REGIONAL INVIRON},€NT PROGRA},I}.€

EXEERLIfETING O.U A CONVENIION F.O! -THE PROTECTION AND MVELOP}€NT T

(Noumea, New Caledonia, 24-28 January l98l)

AGENDA

l. Opening of the Meeting.

2. Election oF chairman, vice-chairman and a Drafting cormittee.

1. Adoption of the Agenda,

4. General. statements by Deregat,ions, co*ordinating Group and
0bservers.

5. consideration of Draft convention for the protection and
Development of the Natural Resources and Environment of tfre South
Pacific region.

6. Consideration of Draft ProLocol for the Prevention of Pollution of
the South Pacific region by Dumping.

7, Coneideration of Draflt ProLocol concerning Co-operabion in CorbatingOiI Pollution Emergencies in the South peitfic region,

8. Recormendations for future etepe leading to adoption of Convention
and Probocols.

9. Other Businesg.

10. Adoption of the Report.



Page 26/tNl{EX VII
SPffiP/Expert Meeting/Report

ANIIEX VII

souTH pAcIiIq .REGIoNAL INVIR0NI.INI pRocRAr,il,f,

TING ON A CONVENIION FOR TI1E PROTECTION AND DEVELOPi.fNI T
T H PACIF IC

DRAFT CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION
RESOURCES AND ENYIRONI,fNT tr

- to be considered,Preamble

Article I

GEOGRAPHICAL COVERAGE

t, This Convention shall apply to
referred to as "the Conventron
ArLicle 2.

2. /.Except as may be otherwise
Convention, the Convention Area
the Contracting Parties../

Article 2

DEVELOPI{NT OF THE NATURAL
SOUTH PACIFIC REGION

the South Pacific Region, hefeaftef
Area" as defined in paragraph (a) of

provided in any Protocol bo this
shal.l not include internal waters of

the marine environnent I
the jurisdiction of the
Contracting Parties to

AND

THE

DEF INITIONS

For the purposes of this Convention:

(a) fhe t'Convention Area,r shall be compriged ofcoastal zones and internal watefs falling withinStates of the _South 
pacific, which have beconethis Convention,,/
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6he Convention Area shall be comprised of the area of responsibility of
the South Pacific Comission as described in Annex A, and those areas of
Pacific 0cean rithin the 200 nautieal miles from baselines established in
aecordance with international law of countries and territories within th€
South Pacific Comission area of responsibility. Any party which is a
member of the South Pacific Commission may add areas under ibs
juriediction to the Convention AreaJ

frne tConvention Areat shall be composed of coastal aress and areas of
the Pacific Oeean within 200 nautical miles from baselinee. eetabliahed
in accordance with international law, of:

American Samoa
Cook Islands
Federated States
of Microneeia

r iji
French Polynesia
Guam
Kiribati
Marshall Islands
Nauru
New Caledonia
Niue

The Contracting Parties
that the implementation
increase in pollution
rConvention Areat-r/

l'lorthern Mariana Islands
Palau
Papua New Guinea
Pitcalrn Island
5olomon Islands
I okel au
Tonga
Iuval u
\ anua tu
i,iall is and Futuna
iiestern Sanoa

shall use their best endeavours to enaure
of this Convention shall not result in an

in the marine environment outside the

(b) fPollutionrr me€ns the introduction by man, directly or indirectly,of substanceg or energy into bhe marine environment (including
estuaries) whicn results or is likely to result in euch deleterioui
effects as harm to living resources and marine life, hazards to
human health, hindrance to marine activities, including fishing and
other regitimate uses of the sea, inpairment of quari[y for uie of
sea water and reduction of amenitieer/

fPollutionfr mesns the introduction by man, directly or indirectly,of substances or energy into the marine environnent, including
estuariesr r€sulting in such deleterious effecta ss harm to living
reaourcesr hazards to human health, hindrance to marine actlvities
including fishrrrg, impairmenb r:f Quality for use of sea water ard
reduction of amenit ieqJ

(c) "0rganization" means the body designated as reeponeible for carrying
oub secrelariat functions pursuant to Article 20 of this Convention;
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(d) rrDirectorfr means the
Economic Co-operation ;

Director of the South Pacific Bureau for

Article l

GEI'lER{t PROVISIONS

l. The Contracting Partiee shall endeavour t.o conclude bilateral or
multilateral agreements, including regional or sub-regional agreements,
for the protection, development and management of the marine and coastal
environment of bhe Convention Arda. Such agreements shall be consistent
with this Convention and in accordance with international law. Cooies of
such agreements shall be communicated to the 0rganization and through it
to aIl contracting parties to this Convention.

2. Nothing in the Convention or Probocols shall be deemed to afFeet
obligations assumed by a Contracting Party under agreements previously
concluded.

5. The ptesent Conventron and the Protncols shall be construed in
accordance with irrternational law relattng Lo their subject matter.

4. Nothing in this Convention and its Protocols shall prejudice the
present or future claims and legal views of any Contractrng Party
eoncerning Lhe nature and extenl nf marrtime jurisdiction.

Article 4

GqNERAL OBL IGAI IONS

l. The Contracting Parties shall endeavour either individually orjointly to take all appropriate measures in conlormity with international
law and in accordance with the Convention and bhose Protocols in force to
which they are party to prevent, reduce and control pollutlon of the
Convention Area, frr:m any source, and to en8ura eound environmeh[al
manaqement and development of natural rdsources, using for this purpose
the best praeticable means at their disposal, anJ in accordance withtheir capabilities. In doing so the Ccrntraeting Parties shall endeavour
to harmonise their policiee at the regronal level.
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2' In addition to the Protocol for the Prevention of Pollution of the
South Pacific Region by Dumping and the Protocol. concerning Co-operationin Cunbating- 0i1 Pollution Emergencies in the South Pacific Region, the
Contraeting Parties shall co-operate in the formulation and ad6ption of
other Protocols prescribing agreed messures, procedures and standards topreventr reduce and conbrol pollution from all sources or promoting
environmental management in conformity with the objectives of thi;
Convention.

t. The Contracting Parties shalr, taking into aceount existinginternationally recognised rules, standards, practices and procedures,
co-operate with competent global, regional and sub-regional organisationsto establiah and adopt recormended practices, procedures and measuree topreventr reduee and control pollution from all sources and to promote
eustained resources management and to ensure the sound development ofnatural reaources in conformiby with the objectives of the present
Convention and its Protocols, and to assis[ eech other in fulfillingtheir obligations under the presenl Conventinn and ibs Protoc6ls.

4. The Contracting Partiea have the sovereign right to expJ.oit their
own natural resourcea pursuant to their own environmental policies, and
the responsibility tn ensure that aetivities within lheir jurisclietion orcontrol do not cause damage to the environment of other states or of
areas beyond the limits of national jurisdiction.

5. The Contracting Parties shall endeavour to estsblieh laws and
regulatione for the effective discharge of the obligations prescribed inthis Convention' Such laws and regulations shall b. no legs effecbivethan international rules, standards and recormended practicee and
proeedures.
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Article 5

PftLUTION FROM 5HIP5

The Contracting Parties shall take all appropriate measufes to
prevent' reduce and control pollution in the Conventton Afea caused by
discharges from ships, and to bnsure the effective application in the
Convention Area of the internationally recognised rules and standards
relating to the contfol oF pollution from ships,

Article 5

Po.ruT r0I FRoM LgIg,:BJgg,p s0tl]LcEs

The Contracting Part.ies shall take all appropriate measures to
prevent, reduce and control pollutron in the Convention Area caused by
eoastal disposal or by discharges emanating from rivets, estudries,
coastal establishments, outfall structures, or any other sourees in their
terri tory.

Article 7

PO.LUTION FROM SEA-BED ACTIVITII:S

The Contracting ParLies shall take all appropriate measures lo
prevent' reduce and control pollution in the Convention Area resultlng
directly or indirectly from exploration and exploitation of the sea-bed
and its subsoil.

Article B

PO,LUTT0N FR0{ 0R THR0UGH rue 4]u0s.lHEF

The Contracting Parties shall take aIl appropriate measures to
prevent, reduee and control pollution in the Convention Anea regulting
from discharges into the etmosphere from activities uhdef theirjurisdiction.
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Article 15

ENVIRONI'f NTAL AS5E55r.€NT

l. The Contracting Parties shalI, with the assistance of competentglobal, region?l -?no sub-regional organisetions as required develop
techniques, guidelines and legislation which will facilitate balanced
development of natural resources by giving adequate enphasis toenvironmental and social factors in the planning, execution and
subsequent mmagement of development projects.

2. Each Contracting Party shall fendeavour td7 consult with and informother Contracting Parties and as appropriate the Organization on any
development project which has siqnificant potential to iierupt or damage
the environment of the Convention Area beyrnd the area of jurisdiction of
the Contracting Party.

Article 16

sCITNT IF IC AND TECHNOLOGICAL CO-OPERAT TON

I' The Contracting Parties shall co-operate either directly or withthe assistance of competent regional, sub-regional, and global
organisations, in scientific research, monitoring, and the exchange ofdata and other ecienbific and teehnological iniormation related to thepurposes of the Convention.

2. In addition, the Contracting Partiee shall develop and co-ordinete
research and monitoring prograrmes concerning pollution and naturalresources and co-operate as Far as possible in the establishment sndimplementation of regional' sub-regional and international regearch
prografimes for the purposes of this Convention.

Article 17

TECHNICAL AND OTf€R AgsrsuNE

The Contrecting Parties undertake to co-oporata, directly and whenapproprlate thtough the competent glnbal and ragionai organisitione, inthe provision to other Contracting Parties oi technliel Erd ntheraesietance in fields reJating to pollution snd sotard environmentel
management of the Convention Area, taking into account the special needsof the Island developing countries and teiritories.
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Article 18

TRANSMISSION OT INFORHATION

The Contracting Parties shall transmit to the 0rgdhie6tlon
information on the measures adoptecl by them in the implemehtatton of thlsConvention and of Frotocols to which th€y are Parties, in sucn fornr-"nJat such intervals as the contracting partieg rnay determiner

Article 19

LIABII. ITY AND COMPTNSATION

The Contracting Parties shall r'o-operate lrt the formulation andadoption of appropriate rures afid procedures in confofmlty wlthinternational law in respect of- liability and compensation for damageresulting from pollution oF the Convention Area.

Artiele 20

INST I TUT I0NAL ARRANGET.f NI-s

1. The Contracting Parties deblgnate the South Pacifie Comnission asthe SecretariaL of the Convention io carry out the following functiong:

(a) to prepare and convene lhe medtings of contractirtg parties;

(b) To transmit to the Contracting Parties Tfiotffications, reports dnd
?!he/ information received in accordance with this Conveition 

"nJits Protocols;

(c) to perform the functions asslgned to it by the protocols to thig
Convent ion ;

(d) to consider. enquiries by, and information from, the 6odrtractingParties and to consult wiih them .on queetions 'relating- to thieConvention and itE protocols;

(e) to co-ordinate the implenlentation of co-oFerative activitles agteed
upon by the Contracting partieei
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(f) to ensure the necessary co-ordination with other competent regional,
sub-regional and global bodies;

(g) 6o enter into such administra[ive arrangements as may be requiredfor the effective discharge of the secretaiiat functinni;'

(h) to perform such other functions as may be assigned to it by theContracting Parties;

(i) to tranemit to the
Forum the reports
Contrecting Parties.

South Paeific Commission and the South pacific
of ordinary and extraordinary meetings of the

2. Eaeh Contracting Party shall
authority to serve as the channel offor the purposes of this Convention.

Article 2I

(e) establish working groupg
concerning this Convention

designate an appropriate national
communication with the 0rganization

required to consider eny mattereits Prot,ocols;

i-€E!INGI_ ff TtE c0NllR{crrNc pARrrrs

l. The Contracting Parties sha.ll hold ordinery meetings once every
'.... year(s). 0rdinary meetings shall review the inplJmentation ofthis convention and its Protocors and, in particular, shall:

(a) aaeeas periodlcally the state of the environment in the Convention
Area;

(b) consider the information submitted by the Contracting parties underArticle 18;

(c) 9dopt, -review and amend as reguired annexes to this Convention andto iLs Protocols, in aecordance with the provisions of Article 24:

(d) make reeormendations regarding the adoption of any protocols or any
emendments to this Convention or its Protocols in accordance withthe provisiona of Articles ZZ and 23;

as
and
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(f) congider co-operetive activities to be undertaken within the
framework of this ConvenbiOn and iLs Protocols, lncluding theif
finaneial and instittrtional irhplications and to adopl decidions
relating thereto;

(q) consider and tindertake any additlonal action that may be required
for the achievement of the purposes of this Convention and itg
Protocols;

(h) 6aopt financial rulee, ehd rhake recommendatiorts to the South
Pacific Forum and t,hB South Pacific Conference on their flnahcial
participation in the co-operative activities undertaken For the
purposee of lhe ConventionJ

2, The 0rganization shall convene the First ordinary,neeLirrg rrf
Contracbing Parties rroL later than one yedr aft;r tire Jate orr which
Convention enters tnto force irl etJcnrdance wit,h lrtiele 10.

J, En" meeting shall establisn lts own rules of pfocedutl's fcr
ordinary and extraordinary meet ingsr/

tt. Extraordinary meebings shall be lonvened at the requesL of any
Contracting Party or upon bhe request of the 0rganization, provtded that
such requests are supportad by at. ldast ....... . of the Contrac[ing
Parties. It shal.l be the funcLion of an extraordinary meeting of the
Contracting Parties to eonsider those ibems proposed in the request for
the holding of the extraordinary meeting and any other items agreed Lo by
all the Contract,ing Part,ies aLtending fhe meeting.

Article 22

ADOPTION T PROIOCOLS

l. The Contracbing Partiesr oay at a Conference of plenipotentiaries
adopt Protocols to this Convdntion pursuaht to paragraph 2 oF Article 4.

tlte
the



2. If so requested by
Organization shall convene a
purpose of adopting Probocols

Article 2l
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.... ol the Contractirrg Parties,
Conference of plenipotentiaries for

bo this Convention,

may propose arnendments to this Convention.lty a conference of plenipoterrtiaries which
0rganizrrb ir)rl rt the request nf . . , . . of the

the
the

AI'fND}INT OT Iffi CONVENTION AND r_E P&LqgoLr

l. Any Contracting Party
Amendments shall be adopted
shall be convened by the
Contracting Perties.

2, - Aly Contracting Party bo tlris Conventior't rilay proprrse arnerrr-Jrnepts toany Protocol. Such amendments shall be a.Jopl.riJ i:y a conFerence ofplenipotentiarie:i which shall be convenetJ by the Organization at Lherequest of ... of the contracting Parties to the probocil c.,,',cerned,

t. Any amendment to this convention shalr be atlopred by fi .,,,nmajority vote qfl the Contractinq Parties t,o ttre Convention which are
represented at llre Conference of plenipotentiaries and shall be eubmitled
!f the Deposi.tary for acceptance by aIi Contracting Parties to theconvention. Amendments to any protocol shall be idopted bv E ..;,.:majority vot/ of the Contricting Parties to the Protocol which are
cepresented at the conference of plenipotentiaries and shall be sutxnitted
Py the Depositary for acceptance by all ConLracting Parties to theProtocoI.

4. Instruments of ratification, acceptance crr approval of amendmentselall be deposited with the Depositary. Amendments adopted in accordancewith paragraph I shall enter into 'loree 
between Contracting Partleehaving eccepted euch amendmerrts on the lhirtieth day followint-the dateoF receipt by the Depositary of the instrr.rmenLs of at least , ,,',. of theContracting Parties to this Convention crf to the Protocol concerned, asthe case _may be. Thereafter the amendments shall enter into force for

any other Contcacbing Panty on the bhirtiebh day after the date on whichtheb Perty depoaite ibe inatrument.

5. Afber the entry intn force oF en amendment to this Convention orto a Protocol, any new contracting party to the convention or suchprotocol ehall become e Contracling Party lo the Convention or protocol
eg amendsd.



l. Annexes to lhis Convention or [o any Protocol shal] form arr
integral paDt of the Convention or such Prolocol respectively.
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Article 24

ANNEXES AND A}END}.fNI OF ANNEXES

(b) such amendmenLs shall be adopted
Contracting Parties to the instfument

2. Except as may be othefwise prrrvlded in any Protocol wrth respedt
to its annexes, the following procedures shall apply to the adoptiort and
entry into force of any amendments lo annexes to this Convent ion or to
annexea to any Protocol:

(a) any Contracting Party may propose amendments to the anneres to this
Convention or annexes to any Protocol;

by
in

a Tfiajority vols/ of the
quest ron i

(c) the Deposit.ary shalI without delay communicdte the amendhents so
adopted to all Contracting Parties;

(d) any Contracting Party that is unable to approve an amendment lo the
annexes to this Convention or to annexes to any Protocol shall so
notify in writing to the Depdsitaty within a peridd determined by
the Contracting Parties eoncerned when adopting the amendmentr A
Contracting Party may at any time substitute an acceptanee fdr a
previous declaration of objection, and the amendment shal.l thereupon
enter into force for that Contfactirtg Pafty;

(e) Depositary shall without delay notify all contracting Psrbies of
notificatiort received pursuant Lo the preceding sub-paragraph;

(f) on expiry of the period referred to in sub-peragraph (d) above, the
amendment to the aRnex shall becothe effective for all Contraeting
Parties to thls Convention or to the Frotocol contErned which havi
not submitted a notification i.n accordance rith the proviaions of
that sub-paragraph.

the
any
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3. The adoption and entry into force of a new annex shall be subject
to the aame procedure as that for the adoption and entry into force oi an
amendment to an annex as set out in the provisions of paragraph 2 of this
Article, provided that, if any amendment to the convention or th€
Prot,ocol concerned is involved, the new anne\ shall not enter into force
until such time as that amendment enters intr: force.

4. Amendments to the annex on arbitratlon shall be considered to
amendments to this convention or Protocols and shall be proposed
adopted in accordanee with lhe procedures set out in Article zi.

Article 25

SETILEI'IENT OF DISPUTES

l. In case of a dispute between Contractinq Parties as to the
interpret.ation or application of this Convention or its Protocols, they
shall seek a settlement of the dispute through nego[iation or any other
peaceful means of their own choice,

2. If the Parlies concerned cannot sr:tt.le their dispute through the
means menLioned* in the preceding paragraph, the ,Jispute shall f_upon
eommon agreernen/ be subrnitted to arbitratron under conditions lairj downin the Annex to this Convention.

ArticIe.

RELATIONSHIP BETYTTEN E. CONVTNTION AND Ii5 PROTOCOLS

be
and

1. No Government may
unlegs it becomes at the
Protocol. No Government
unless it is, or becomes
Convention.

become , a Contracting Party to this Convention
same time a Contracting Party to at least one
may become a Contrecting Party to a Protocol
at the same time, a Contracting Party to this

7. Deciaions concerning any Protocol pursuant to Articles 21, 2) and
24 of this Convention shall be laken only by the Parties to the Protocol
eoncerned.
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Article 27

SIGNATURE

This Convention and any Protocol thereto shall be open for
signature at front t0 by Governmentg which have
authority and competence to entdr into internatidnal agtedments relatlng
to the subject matter of this Convention and iLs Protocols and which have
been invited to participate in the Conference of Plenipotentiaries held
at from to

Article 28

ACCESSION

l. This convention and any Protocol thereto shall be open bo
accession by the Governmcnts referred to in Article 27 as from the day
following the date on which the Cortvention or Protocol concerned b,as
closed for signature.

?, Any governmenL not specified in paragraph I of this Article with
the requisit,e competenee and authority may accede to the Convention and
to any Protocol subject t.o prior approval by three-fourths of the
contracting Parties to the Convention or the Protocol concerned.

Article 29

RATIFICATToN, ACCEPIANCE 0R AppRqVAL

This Convention and any Protocol thereto shall be subject toratification, acceptance or approval by Gbvernrnents referred bo inArticle 27. Instruments of ratiflcatlon, acceptance, approval or
accegsion shall be deposited with the Director rvho shall assume the
functions of Depositary.

Article l0

ENTRY INIO FORCE

I. This Convention shall enter into force on the ,.r.. day following
the date of deposit of at least ..... inetruments of ralification]
acceptancer,apProval or accegsion by the Contracting Parties referred toin Article 27.



Page 4I/ANNEX VII
5 PRE P/Expert Ffeeting/Report

?. Any Protocol to this Convention, except as otherwise provided in
such Protocol, shall enter
of deposit of at least ....
approval of such Protocol,
referred to in Article 27.

5. Thereafter, this Convention and any Probocol shall enter intoforce with respect to any Government refeired to in Articles 27 and Zgthe :.. o day following the date of deposit of its instrumentratification, acceptance, approval or accession,

Articlg ll

DEJ{UNCIATIoN

into force on the .... day following the date
instruments of ratification, acceptance, oror of aceession thereto, by the parties

on
of

l:... At_any time after..rrr years from the date of entry into forceof thie Convention with respecb to a Contracting Party, that ContractingParty may denounce the Convention by giving written notification to theDepositary who shall thereupon inform tfre coitracting parties.

?, Except as may be otherwise provided in any protocol to thisconventinn, any contraeting Party ftay, at any time after ,E.,. yeersfrom the date of entry into force of sueh Protocol. with respect to thatContracting Party, denounce the Frotocol by giving written notificetionto the Depositary who shall thereupon inform [ne C6ntracting parties,

5. Denunciation shall take eflect o.....
which notification of denunciation is received

days after the date on
by the Depositary.

4, Any contracting Party which denounces this convention shallconsidered as also having denounced any protocor to which it wasContracting Party.

9. Any Contracting Party which, upon its denunciation of a protocol,
is Tg longer a Party bo any protocol to thls convention, shall beconsidered as also having denounced this convention.

be
a
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Article f2

RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE DEPOSIIARY

The Depositary ghall inform the Contractinq Parties, as well as
0rganization:

the signature of this Convention and of any Protocol lhereto and
the deposit of insttuments of ratlfication, acceptance, approval,
acceesion in accordance with Article ]0i

I.
the

(a) of
of
or

(b) of the dete on which the Convention and
force in accordanee with the orovisions

any Protocoj, wrll eome into
of Artlcle ]0;

accordance wrth Article ll;(c) of notification of denunciation made in

(d) of the amendmenbs adopted with reepect to the Conventlon and to any
Protocol, their acceptance by the Contracting Parties and the date
of their entry into foree in accordance with the orovisions of
Article 2J;

(e) of the adoption of new annexes and of the amendments of any annex in
accordance with Article 24.

?. The original to bhis Conventlon and of any Protocol thereto shall
be deposited with the Depoeitary who shall send certified eopies thereof
to th9 Signatories, the Contracting Parties, to the Organization and tothe Secretary-General of the United Nations for iegistration and
publication in accordance with Article I02 of the UniteO Nations Charter.

IN wl_T-[qss wl'ERE0l the undersigned, being duty authorised by their
FespEEETG Gdilffii'ents, have signed this Coivention.

DONE at .....r....or...r.....o oil ro............r.. in a single eopy in
Tiii-Engfish and French languages, the two texts being equally authentic.


