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World Database on Protected Areas



The only global authoritative database on terrestrial and 
marine protected areas.

A joint initiative between the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP) and the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN). 

Compiled and managed by the UNEP World Conservation 
Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC) in collaboration with 
governments and non-governmental organizations

World Database on Protected Areas
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WDPA November 2015

217 904 records



Over 217 700 records from over 240 countries and 
territories
Over 18 000 records have a marine component
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How does data get into the WDPA?





What it is used for..



Publications & indicators

• Millennium Development Goals (Goal 7)

• CBD Aichi Targets

• Global Biodiversity Outlook

• Protected Planet Report (bi-annual)

• Global Reporting Initiative

Online systems

• DOPA

• Protected Planet

• IBAT

Multiple sectors

• Business, bank & industry users

• Scientists & researchers

• Government, NGO & communities
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protectedplanet.net
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