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• CBD Strategic Plan for Biodiversity: 
20 global targets for 2020

• Must be translated into national 
targets 

• But, how can

– such targets be set/met?

–progress be monitored?

New obligations for biodiversity



Improve status 

Target 11 Protected areas

Target 12 Threatened species

Target 13 Genetic diversity

Enhance benefits 

Target 14 Ecosystems Services

Target 15 Restoration & carbon stocks

Target 16 Nagoya Protocol

Improve implementation 

Target 17 NBSAPs

Target 18 Traditional knowledge 

Target 19 Science base

Target 20 Financial resources

Address causes 

Target 1 Awareness

Target 2 Mainstreaming

Target 3 Harmful incentives 

Target 4 Sustainability plans 

Reduce pressures  

Target 5 Loss of natural habitats

Target 6 Overfishing

Target 7 Sustainable management

Target 8 Pollution

Target 9 Invasive alien species

Target 10 Climate change

The ‘Aichi’ Biodiversity Targets

Icons courtesy of IUCN 
committee of Japan 



Implementation at the national level

• NBSAPs require revision to take 
account of the new targets and  
recent information (CHM)

• To produce the best results, many 
different stakeholders need to be 
involved 

• It is also vital to mainstream
biodiversity conservation across 
sectors and mobilise resources



Opportunities for synergies

• NBSAPs can provide a framework 
for other MEAs: CITES, CMS, 
Ramsar, WHS, UNFCCC

• The implementation of NBSAPs 
will also contribute to achieving 
the MDGs



Why birds? 

• Exceptionally well studied

• Good indicators

• Great for generating awareness, 
interest and involvement



Why BirdLife?



1. Setting targets — identifying 

priorities for action

2. Meeting targets — mobilizing civil 

society, local communities and 
NGO expertise

3. Tracking targets — reporting 

progress between now and 2020

Birds can help in:



1. Setting targets

• Setting national targets requires the 
latest information 

• The BirdLife Partnership collects and 
synthesises information on birds

• BirdLife is the International 
Thematic Focal Point for birds for 
the CBD CHM

• Accessible, relevant, high quality 
information is available for NBSAP 
revision and development



• Threatened species — key focus for 
national conservation action

• IUCN Red List — global standard for 
identifying species threatened with 
extinction

• BirdLife is the Red List Authority for 
birds and coordinates assessments

Threatened species



• Areas important for biodiversity —
key focus for expansion of Protected 
Area (PA) networks

• BirdLife Partners identify terrestrial 
and marine Important Bird Areas 
(IBAs) nationally

• Involves all stakeholders and uses 
globally standardised criteria

Protected areas



IBAs represent a core set of the 
areas of particular importance for 
biodiversity, across the globe 

Important Bird Areas of the world



IBAs are important for…identifying gaps



…including on the High Seas



The Critical Site Network Tool – sites are 
selected in a flyway context 

…international cooperation
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African Important Bird 
Areas by the end of the 
century

…understanding climate change



• Minimizing pressures of climate 
change by addressing non-climate 
threats

• Facilitating movement of species by 
expanding protected sites, buffers 
and corridors 

• Enhancing resilience by restoring 
habitats 

…guiding adaptive responses



• Demonstrating the potential for 
biodiversity and carbon co-benefits

• Guiding the choice of REDD+ 
activities 

– Reducing deforestation

– Reducing degradation

– Conserving forest

– Sustainable management

– Restoration 

…making the most of REDD+



…ecosystem services



Counting the costs

• Resource mobilisation strategies for 
the implementation of NBSAPs are 
essential 

• The costs of biodiversity 
conservation must be shared by 
society

• BirdLife information can be used to 
estimate the funds needed to 
deliver the Aichi Targets 



2. Meeting the targets

• Achieving the Aichi Targets is a huge 
challenge

• Requires concerted efforts by all –
government, business and civil 
society – and joint work with the 
development sectors

• 120 national BirdLife Partners 
around the work can assist through 
their conservation programmes and 
action on the ground



Any example of a 
species 
conservation 
project 
highlighting local 
involvement and 
other benefits

Preventing extinctions



Safeguarding Important Bird Areas

Any example of 
conservation work 
at an IBA, 
showing how the 
work has 
contributed to the 
protection of the 
site, and is 
contributing other 
benefits



Eradicating invasive alien species 

Any example of conservation 
work involving the control or 
eradication of IAS, ideally 
showing how the work is 
contributing other benefits



Conserving Forests of Hope

Any example of 
conservation work 
in forests, 
demonstrating 
reducing forest loss 
and degradation, 
protection of 
biodiversity and 
ecosystem services 
(including carbon 
stocks), and / or 
restoration  



Saving seabirds

Any example of seabird conservation work, 
demonstrating the elimination of overfishing 
and destructive practices, establishing marine 
protected areas, and / or improving the status 
of seabirds



Saving migratory birds

Any example of 
flyways work, 
demonstrating how 
the work improves 
the status of 
migratory species, 
drawing attention to 
integration with 
sectors that help to 
achieve this



Supporting local empowerment

Any example of 
work with local 
communities at 
IBAs



Developing awareness

Any example of 
work to develop 
awareness of the 
importance of  
biodiversity and the 
benefits to humans



3. Tracking targets

• Monitoring targets is essential to 
check that progress is being made

• The BirdLife Partnership monitors 
birds and Important Bird Area 
locally following a standardised 
framework 

• The data generated can be used to 
track the Aichi targets nationally, 
regionally and globally



Red List Index



Protected Area coverage of Important Bird Areas globally

IBA Protection Index



IBA Indices



Wild Bird Index

The Wild Bird Index for 
Europe

The Wild Bird Index for 
North America



BirdLife Science

• Species factsheets

• IBA factsheets

• Country profiles

• Resources for CBD 
implementation

• Analyses

• Case studies



• Birds and BirdLife can 
help set, meet and 
monitor many of the 
Aichi targets

• This leaflet and 
presentation shows how

BirdLife supporting NBSAPs
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Improve status 

Target 11 Protected areas

Target 12 Threatened species

Target 13 Genetic diversity

Enhance benefits 

Target 14 Ecosystems Services

Target 15 Restoration & carbon stocks

Target 16 Nagoya Protocol

Improve implementation 

Target 17 NBSAPs

Target 18 Traditional knowledge 

Target 19 Science base

Target 20 Financial resources

Address causes 

Target 1 Awareness

Target 2 Mainstreaming

Target 3 Harmful incentives 

Target 4 Sustainability plans 

Reduce pressures  

Target 5 Loss of natural habitats

Target 6 Overfishing

Target 7 Sustainable management

Target 8 Pollution

Target 9 Invasive alien species

Target 10 Climate change



Visit the Data Zone at 
www.birdlife.org

for information and resources on 

biodiversity in your country


