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Tau Manatu Fakaue
Ko e tatt ttrpe ne totogi aki e matagahua nei, ne Iorrki miri he Krugrrhua Takirtakai Monr he Lilolrrgi / Trru
Kluru Kau Fakalataha / Fakatufono Ausetdi;r rtroe Mirtakau Puipui moe Leveki ke he tau mena Momoui
he Atrr Pasillka Toga (SPREP).

Ko e Faahi G,rhrra ne Leveki Kehe Tau Fekau Flkanroru he Faklufono Niue ne frkatokaroka e

f.rh,rholo,rga, pilriir moc t,lr l;rgomrrai kehehehe ke l.rt.r nloe tauteaga he tohi nei. 'fulnr atu e rru manirru
takaue kia Ezr;r Trliunahina, koe LIlu Grhua ne Leveki ke he'I',ru Fekau Fakrnrotu ne ku,r okioki moe
kot ofiraga h;r koe haura tau hgonratai kehe tautergir he tohi nei, thk;rlataha ,ri foki nroe k.ru grhua he La
F;r;rhi Gahu:r Tak rtakai Motu ko Esther Plvilri, Sione Trhgi, Logopati Seumanu, Molramed Bc'rereh
(LIN\'), Masani Togirnana nro Iorne Munaia. Ko lautolu nci ne kumikumi moe f,rhakite e rilu ral:r ru
fakahoto hagaao i.r ke hc rau m:uulele i Niue, aroe fi*,irholoaga ke lata moe liliu.rgir vag:rhru faka-Niue he
tohi nei. Ko Gina Tukiuhir rno Jenna Jackson ne lagonr:rtai ke he lolomiaga he tohi ne i kehe faka-Niue
nroc falu a fekau foki ne putoia ke he nrat;rgallra k.noa.

Ko Jouura Sim ffrgatr Grrhu;r Fahatorurtonrr he SPREP) ne fakanriropoopo e tohi:raga he taha val;r he tohi
nei ke lata moe tau manulele ("Koe tohi hrgaao ke he r:ru M;rnulele i Niu Silmi").

Koe tau lapa fakatino he tau mrnulele, ne fo:rki l.rgonratai mai he Faahi Gahua Leveki nloe Puipui kehe
T,rkrtakd monr a Niu Sil;rni. Koe mepe ke latl nroe vala forrul ko Huvalu, ne kua t,rl,rliru frkamahlro
koe vah fonuir levekimo e puipui kehe takatakaimoru ko Huv',rlu, ne foaki n:ai ai eJirnres Arherton nrrri
he Pasifika Toga ko Manel E{ Associirles i Apir, San:oa.

Tukuatu e tau fakanrolenrole lahi nr.draki ke he ha trg,rta poke nrinlkau k.reke kun nak,ri tokutoku c rarr
higoa i luga kae fai l:rgomatiriagir kehe tohi nei.
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Foreword

The "Guide to rhe Birds of Niue" has been prepared by SPREP's Regional Avifauna Conservation
Programme in response to, and in partnership with, the Government of Niue. The objectives of
the Guide are to provide information on Niue's birdlife in a publication suitable for the general
public, tourists and students. It q'ill also provide a promorional, marketing and educational tool
for local conservation efforts. tourism and education.

The Guide should enable anyone interested in the birdlife of Niue to put a name to each type of
bird on the island. By including traditional bird lore, it is also hoped that the guide will nunure
awareness of the imponance and benefits of corrserving Niue's birdlife and links to Niuean culture.
This in turn nlay also encourage participation in wider regional and international biodiversity
prograumes-an objective under Niue's National Environment Management Strategy. The Guide
is published in English and Niuean, to encourage both locals and visitors to read the guide.

The book has been arranged iuto two main sections. The first section describes 29 species of birds
seen on Niue. The second section contains descriptions of 13 species that mry occasionally be found
irnd are vegranrs ro Niue from the ceutral Pacific region. Each section is further divided into
Irrndbirds, shorebirds and seabirds for easy reference. The peka, (fnrit bad has also been included,
irs although it is not a bird, the peka is a significant part of Niue's avifarrna.

The Guide also provides some additional informirtion about each species (behrviour, voice and breeding),

and locations where cen,rin species ,rre nrost likely to be seen. The principal location for bird- watching
is the Hu.'alu Conservation Area. Emphasis is plirced on this as a key birding site, becausc, it has rhe highen
nunrber and biodiversity of birds on the island, as identified under the South Pacific Biodiversity
Consen ation Progrurune (SPBCP).

Since one of the aims of the Guide is to increase public awareness of N iue's birdlite, it is hoped thrrt
people will record their observations. A better understanding of the requirements and problems
of each species will gradually becorne more evident as more in{ormation is recorded, and will
contribute to the birds' long terrn consen'ation.

There is l real need for this book to be produced, not only for bird-watchers and tor.rrists, but to
:rllor*' Nitreans to make informed decisions about the future of their native avif:runl. At the very
least, it is a step in the right direction towards achieving some of the Government of Niue's goals

for the conservation and sustainable use of Niue's biodiversity. I hope that you find the "Guide to
the Birds of Nir,re" an inforurative and useful publication thar serves yorrr information needs well.

Trmirri'i Tuturgilta
Director
South Pacific Region;rl Environnrent P rograrnme

CrossleyTarui
Director

Department of Comrnrrnity Affairs
Government o{Niue
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Folafolaaga

"Ko e tohi hagaao ke he tau mariulele ha Niue", kuir tiruteute pauaki ai he matakau ko e SPREP, tuga kua
fakahigoa "Ko e matagahua puipui nra e tau nranulele he tau atumotu", ke lata ia ma e manako mai ki
ai, mo e gahua kau tokoua mo e Fakanrfono Niue. Ko e hanai foki e tau kakano uho po ke alito he Tohi
nai, ke ru*eke ai ke moua e t,ru ralahauagir hagirao ke he tau manulele keltekehe ha Niue, mo e tohia foki
ki loto he taha tohi p,ruaki lte lirta ia ma e iloiragir he tau tagirta luloa. tiru tagata fenoga evaeva rnni ke
he motu, pilfa mo e rru tirg,ata fakaako. Kua mireke foki ke rnoua mai he tohi nai, e tau fakamatalaaga

ke lagom:rtai aki e fakalaulirhiaga ma e tau puhala faklohooho, tau puhala mrkete, mo e tau prrhala

f:rkarko, hagaao ke he puipuiag,a he tau lioloa f,rlt;rmotu, nrirtxgilhua ma e tilu tagata fenoga evaevl.

Ko e tohi nai foki, to maeke ke lagomatai atu ki a lautoh.r krra fiafia nro e fia iloa hokulo aru ke he tau

'r'ahega nriurulele kehekehe hrr N iue, he nraeke ai foki l.e iloir e trru higoa ma e tau vahega m,rnulele takit';ha.

Ko e puhala nai kua aoga lahi ia, ke maeke ai foki ke mailoga mo e iloa he tau t:rgata € aoga mo e tau mitaki
ke moua mai i ai, kaeke kua puipui fakalahi e tnutolu e tau momoui manulele ha Nirre, mo e eke ai foki
mo tirha matagahua uho he tau rrga faka-Niue. To maeke foki he tauteaga nai, ke fakaohooho aki e

Frrklrrrfono Niue ke hu atu ke he tau mat;'rgilrua kau fahdat:rhr he tau atunroru, po ke he hlolagi katoa,

ke lata ma e tau fah,rholoaga he {a,rhi puipui ma e tau menr momoui oti. Ko e nratapatu fekau foki haia,

tuga lcua toka ai ke he tau t',rl,rhauaga he nratlkiru levehi tirkrrt:rkaimotu h,r N iue Isto,r. Ku"r tohi:r ai e tohi
nrri ke he vag:rhau falEr-Peritanir, pihia foki ke he urg,;rh.ru faka-Niue, lte nraelte iri ke he trru lagat,r Niue,
pihi,r rno e tiru t;rgiil.r o nui evr"v.r ke he m,:tu nai ke totorr rllo c n]il:r!n.l e tohi rrai.

Ku,r tok:r ,ri he tohi n,ri, ua e nratapntu vevehelga. ko c vcvchcag.r flkamuir, kua tolta ai e tau fakarnatalaaga

hrglro lie he uirfuhr-m:r-hivir (29) e r':r["rega nritnulele, kutr iloa po ke m,rnatu kurr fa kitiir tum,ru i Niue
tali rn;ri. Ko e veveheag,r ke u,r ,rki, krr.r tok,r "tr e ratr l;rk;rrlatal,r,tga hrtgrao ke he hogofulunriltolu (13)

foki e tau vahega nranulele, tug,a kua nracke ke kiria ai i Niuc he falu a rnagrrhala, ka e n:rkai m,rhani he

nonofo mau i Niue, kr e Ia o nrd ki Niue m,ri he fdu ir irnrnrotu he Pasifihr. I loto foki he nir veveheaga

ua ia, kua ha ha i ai foki e fakavahegiraga kua t.rute pauaki ke htir ma e tiru v:rhegir nr:utulele lakitaha ruga

kua fakahigoa ai - ko e vahega nranulele nonofo nrotu, vahegr nranulele nonofo he tau kiruk;ru tahi, rno
e virhega manulele nonofo mnu he tau tahi tokiuroa. Kuit fr*arog',r e fak;rvirheg,uga pehe nai he t:ru m:uurlele

ke frrkamukamuka aki e iloaga ma e tau vahegl manulele t,rkitrha i Niue. Ko e peka (peka kai fuilakau),
kua aofia,ri foki ke hc totorraga nai, pete nr kuir nakai totou e peka ke he totouaga he tau rnalulcle. ka
kua eke e peka mo t:rlra m:rnu talahaul ke he ilo,rirg,r nro e totounga he tinr vahega m,rrulele ha Niue.

Ke lalafi atu ke he tau frkamltal:ugir oti n:ri, lto e tohi nli kurr m;reke foki ke moua mai ai falu rr

fuhmatilatrga lafi ki luga, ke lata nra e t,rn vidrega nrruruleie talritilra. (f'akalat,r attr ke lre ha l.;nrtolu a tau
agl nlJrani rnau ai, tau vahega leo, nro e tiru fiurrrfrnauagl), pihil rno e tru matakavi piru:rki lcra fa nrahani
ke kitia nrmau kiai etau vahega nr;urulele tahit,rha. Ko e {onuirpaulki kua fa kitiirtumau ki ai e tau vahega

nranulele ha Nir.re ho Huvalu haia, ko e fonua ku'.r fifili nto e puipui p,nrrki ke eke nro kitekiteag,r ke he
tru manulele. Kua munaf,r e kitekiteagl mo e puipuiag:r he vahir nai ke htil mir e fonua nri ko Huvalu,
ha kua lifili mo e taliil auloa ke eke e fonua ia mo kitekiterga nr:urulele, ha kua loga lahi e tau manulele
kua nonofo ai mo e nrahuiga {oki e takirtakaimotrr ku,r ha hir i rri, ml e tau momoui manulele, ttrga kua
fai iloa:rga nrahino ki ,ri, rnai he tirtr humikumiaga he mrrtakau leveki Takertakainrotu he P:rsifika Toga
(South Pacif ic Biodiversitv Conserv:rtion Progranrme).
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Ke tuga foki mo e taha kakano uho ma e tohi nai, ke omoi aki e iloaaga laulahi he tau tagata, hagaao ia
ke he tau vahega manulele kehekehe ha Niue, kua fai amaamanakiaga ke maeke ai foki he tau tagata ke
fakamau hifo ha lautolu a tau iloaagr ke lata ma e tau vahega manulele kehekehe, ka kiria e lautolu i Niue
he taha magahala ke he taha magahala. Ko e lahi po ke hokulo he ha tautolu a mu iloaaga ke he tau vahega

manulele takitaha i Niue, ke tuga e tau vahega mena kua maeke ke fakatupu tolotologa aki po ke
fakahagahaga mitaki ue aru aki e tau momoui manulele i Niue, po ke tau mena kua maeke ke fakalekua
aki e tau monroui manulele he lu tautolu a nrotu nai.To eke ia foki mo lagomataiaga lahi ma e ha tautolu
,r tau iloaaga ke he tau vahega manulele oti ha Niue, mo e to maeke foki e tau lotomatda pihia, ke fakamau

hifo ai ke eke mo tau koloa aoga ke lagonratai rki e hr tautolu a maragahua, ke leveki mo e puipui e tau
momoui manulde hir Niue, ma e tau atuhau irnoihl.

Ko e nrena kuir aoga lahi ni, ke fai rohi pehe nai, ke t:rutc ai, nakai ni ke lata nro lautolu e tau tagata pulou
ke he tau momoui mrurulde, po ke tau tagata o mai evaeva ke he moru ruri, ka e aoga foki ma e tau tagata

Niue, ke iloa mo e mailoga e tau falcematalaaga uhq haga,ro ke he tau vahega manulde kehekehe i Niue,
mua aru foki ke iloa e tau vahega nrena kua mua he mitaki mo e aoga ke lara nra e levekiaga he tau momoui
manulele i Niue, ml e tau vaha i mua. K:r e rnai he tau mena oti pihia, kua kitia ai, ko e taha lakaaga hanai

kua hokotia ki ai :r Nir.re, mua atu foki ke iloa, ko e taha a nai he tau foliaga uho he Fakatufono Niue,
kua arnohia mo e fak'arnooli ai he vrrba nai, ke taute taha puipuiaga nrauokafua rna e tau mena momoui
oti i Niue, ke aofia ai foki e faka:rogaaga kua hagahaga nritaki ke l'ata mae puipuiaga he tau vahega mena

mornoui oti he Trrk rtakaimotu ha Niue. Anrair.muraki haaku a loto, to eke e tohi nai - 'Ko e lbhi Hagaao

lrc he tau Mmulele ha Niue", mo Tohi kua nruo he aogr, ke iloa ai e tau vahega lotomatala, kur lata ki
a tirutolu ke ilor, hagaao ke he tau nomoui manulele ha Niue.

Tamari'i Tutagata

lJluf:rkrtonu
Matzrkau Takrrtakai-monr mae
Pasifika Toga

CrossleyTarui
IJlufakatonu

FaahiGahua Frkamotu
Fakatufono Niue
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Figure 2. Niue lsland, showing the locations of villages, Huvalu Conservadon Arer and the tracks used as

key birding sites.

Fakadno 2- Ko e motu ko Niue, kua fakakite mai ai e tau tutuaga tonu he tau maaga takitaha, pihia mo e vao

uhi fakatapu i Huvalu mo e tau puhalatu mo e falu a hala loto ke he tau vao, tu8a kua fakaaogr

ai mo tau matakai vro kua mahuiga mo kitekiteaga ke he tau manulele.
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Niue lsland

Niue is a single raised coral atoll in *re south-central Paci{ic located at latitude 19oS and longitude 169"V
(figure 1). It is isolated, being approximately 480 kilometre east of Tonga,930 kilometre west of
Rarotonga and 660 kilometre south-easr of Samoa.

The island is the largest raised coral atoll in the world, being 259 square kilometres in area. Niue is
roughly circular (18 by 21 kilometres, figure 2) and formed of two terraces: a lower terrace at abou!
20 metres above sea level and an upper terrace averaging about 60 metres. The interior is a plateau,
the edge of which slopes steeply down to the lower terrace. This lower terrace ends abruptly in most
places in steep cliffs containing caves and deep chasms.

Some parts of the corstline, panicularly to the west and north, are fringed by a narrow coral reef
close to the shore that can be walked at low tide during suitable weather. Very few beaches exist
and access to the sea is restricted to tracks leading down from most villages. Tbe terrain, especially
near the coast, is characteristic of a "makatea" landscape in being extremely rough and difficult to
travel through. Jagged pinnacles of limestone and deep chasms are made all the more hazardous by
being clothed in thick vegetation. In places, the rock is so sharp that it would severely resrrict access,

not only by humans but :rlso other anin-rals such as pigs, cats and dogs. Limestone outcrops
ch;rracterise much of the islrrnd bur generally the cenrre, the prehistoric lagoon floor, has the deepest
and best soils.

Niue may have been inhabited by Polynesirrns for ,rbout 2000 years. Today rhe population totals
about 2500 resi,{ents. Alofi, on the western corst, is the .rdministrative cenrre rrnd pon. In ;rddition,

'there :rre l.l vill,rges situated .rlong r (:-l hilonrttre roat-l ncar the pcrimeter r:f the island.

The clirnate is tropical, with two distinct se:lsons: the hot or wet season from December to March,
and the cool or dry serrson from April to November. Most rainfall occurs duriog the hot season,
often in torrential downpours. During this serson, tenrperature and humidity are high, and cyclones
normally occur ilt this tinte of year. Niue has been subject to severe cyclones on average once every
ten years; cyclones occurred in 1959, 1960, 196i, 1979 and 1990. The latter caused widespread damage
to crops and buildings and severely defoliated the forest. Typically, the cool season consists of warm,
sunny days and cool nights, and a much lower rainfall. The average temperature is 27'C in January
and 24"C in July. The :rverage rainfall is 2180 millimetres per :rnnum. However, droughts crrn be
severe and usually occur in the cool season. There is no surface water of any kind, except ephemeral
pools which form after heavy rain. Therefore, Niue relies heavily on groundwater nrpplies as a
source of .*'ater for domestic use. In some limestone clves it is possible to reach the water table.

The soils of Niue are reasonably rich br.rt shallow. As a result they are not suitable for pasrure
production or sustained cropping. Using the traditional slash and burn techniques (the usual
cropping prlctice today), bush garden areas are left for up to ten years be{ore being reused. At the
end of that period, the second growth forest is bulldozed, and often burnt, before planting occurs.
The main crops grown are taro, tapioca, sweet potato, yams, bananas and pawprw. As a result of
the shifting agriculture, rrruch of the island is now a mosaic of varying stages of regeneration,
interspersed with cultivated gardens. There are also scattered cocorut plantations and three
experimental farms with some open ground.



Niue

Ko Niue ko e moru maka, malagaki hake mai he uho toka mo e tu toko taha he moana Pasifila, ke he tau

fuafuarga kua lara mo e i9o ke he faahi toga - falulava mo e 1690 he faahi ki lalo - fakaloa (fakarino. 1)' Nakai

fai motufoki kuarutata mai ki Niue, mo e fuafuaai, ligalatamo e 480e kilomita (km) ke he faahitoga-ki-

uta ha Sanroa lalo.

Ko Niue ko emotumaka tuga ltrumalagakihakemai heuho toka kuanruaaru elahikehetau rahegamotu

maka odhe lalolagi,259 e silnrea kilomitahe lahi. Ko e foligahemotu katoa, kuavdivelirakai (18 x 21km
- fakatino. 2), mo e 2 e lapalapa lautatai he motu, ko e lapalapa tokolalo, lata ai mo e 20 e mita he tokoluga

mai he gaaga he guke tahi. Ko e lotouho tonu he motu kua lapalapa talai moe tokoluga mo e papati h.ifo ke

he lapalapa tokolalo he moru, mo e hokulo hifo taha foki ke hoko rru ke he tau kaukau feutu, kua ha ha i ai

e tau liu ana nroe tau pahua hokulo.

Ko e falu a vala lre rau kaukau tahi, rnua atu ke he faahi laloki-tokdau he motu, kua ha ha i ai e tru kaukau

hafati tokoluga he tau kaukau fruru mo e tau kaukau tahi tokoluga. Kua maeke ke ohui ai e tau tagata he tau

magaaho ka maha ai e tahi katoa. Nakai loga lahi e tau mataafaga lsua ha ha i ai, pilua foki mo e falu a halaloto

ke hohoko aru ai ki tahi. Kua gahoa mo e maeke hokoh ke he tau hala loto mai he tau nraaga mkitaha. Ko e

tau pahur hokulo, kua faliki fakaholo katoa aki e tau maka matila rno e ni*ai mukamuka ke o atu ki ai. Ko

e tau mafta matila pehe nai, mo e tau pahua hokulo, kua maluia kator a luga he motu, ha ko e tau vahega akau

po ke tau vao vilri kehekehe lrua fa turupu mau ai. Ko e falu a matakavi lua hagahaga kelea lahi e matila he

tn rmakamo erukai mukamtrkahehohoko atu fakahanoakiaihatagata,pokehamanuhuifatugaetaupuak4

tau lanli po ke rau pusi. Ko e trtr maka patuo mao kua faliki fakaholo katoa aki e motu. Ka ko e lotouho he

motu, lcr-ra eke ai mo nonofoaga he tau tagata he nroru, uli mai he vaha hkamua atr:, ato fai nratutakiaga a Niue

mo e lalolagi lnulahi, kua ha ha i ai e lahi mo e hokulo he kelekele talunrelie.

Ha ha i ai e uto{i ne pehe, ko e 2000 ia he tau tau tali he nonofo ugata e moru nai ko Niue. Ko e katoa he puke

ngata kua nonofo mau i Niue ai nai, ko e 2,500. Ko Alofi ko e tokaaga haia he N{atapatu Fakarufono ha Niue,

ko e tnkaaga foki haia he lotoava ke hele ai e tau vakatoga mo e toloaga he tau tagata oti he motu. Ha ha i ai

foki e tau maaga ne 13, ku a ruru viko takai he motu, mo e ,riltotakai ai foki e puhala tu lahi he Fakanrfong

lata ia mo e 64 e kilomira he loa.

Ko Niue ko e moru mdana, mo e kitia ki ai foki, e ua e magahala he tau katoa. Ko e magahala malana rno e

fa19hololoaaieuhakamatarnaihemahirnTi:semqlehskoatu kehe mahinaMatimoemagahalamokomoko/

makalili, ko e m,rgahala momo mo e mago katoa ai e motu ha kua nakai fa to nrmau e uha. Ko e magahala ia

foki, ne fa hagahaga kelea lahi ai e vevela aafu he moru, moe fa lauia ai foki e motu ke he tau matagi afa. Kua

farnahanikeroaietaumatagiafakehemotunaikoNiuehetaumagahala I0tauoti,nrganetoaietaumatagi
afa ki Niue he tau 1959, 1950, 1969, 1979 mo e tau 1990. Ko e afa fakamui he tau 1990 ne malona lahi ai

e taru lakau ro mo e tau fua he fonrr4 pihia nro e tau fale nono{o. Ne malona kelea lahi ai foki mo e tau vao uhi.

Ko e magahala makalili {oki ne fa kikilam,dolo mai e la kilugahefonua, ka e logona foki e hoho makalili he

tau magaaho pouli mo e tote {oki e u}ra kua fa to ai, ke fakahaumolu aki e fuga kelekele. Ko e nraga he frnfuaaga

vevela heatumahirulanualiko e 27'Cmo e 24oC hetauatumahinalulai. Ko e evaleti fokiheuhalsuanuhani

ai, ko e 2180 e milimita (mm) he taha i tau katoa. Ka e na fa mahani {oki ke l,ruia e motu ha ko e tau Ia mo

e nakai fai uha he tau magahala momoko makalili, ke fakahaumolu aki e kelekele. Kua nakai ha ha i ai ha

vai namo po ke ha vaitafe ke he lotouho he motu, ka e ha ha i ai hokoia e tau tumu pelapela kua puke
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The natural vegetation of the island consists of rainforest with a canopy reaching to about 20 metres,
but most of it has been modified to some degree by people. A suwey of vegetation cover in l98l showed
that about 30 per cent of the island was dassilied as open, which induded bush gardens under cultivarion
and areasdominatdby fou(Tibtscus tili$eus),'dndfenludwinhNeplrolepis krcuuh.heminfem qpecies.

This community is thought to be the result of prolonged overcropping and subsequent soil
irnpoverishnrent. A funher 1 1.5 percent was covered by coastal forest, which includes those areas up to
about one kilometre from the coast with generally good cover but which have been snrnted by salt spray.
This forest is usually dif{icult to walk through because the grorurd is rocky with deep holes and many sharp
pimacles up to five metres rall. Land covered by regenerating forest rhat was previously in cultivation
amounted to 46.2 perccnt, and just 12.3 percent was covered by 'merchantable forest', induding the
rentnants of mature tropical rainforest. The mature rainforest is concentrated in the triangular area
contained by the villages oi Alofi, Lakepa and Hakupu. The largest block is the Huvalu Forest berween
Hakupu and Lilu (see later section for more detail on Huvalu Conservation Area). Ir is not possible ro
make a comprehensive assessment of the area and at the same time to honour the spirit of the tapu which
has been placed there, but surrounding forests certainly exhibit relatively high nrunbers of birds and flying
fox. ln the past, other tapu areas were clearly recognised but these appear to be accorded less imponance
today.

Between 1966 and 1981 the area ofopen habitat changed from 3200 to 7800 hectares, a 144 per cent
increase. This cirme about largely as a renrlt of land being deared for agrictlrure. No &ta er<ist to determine
the habitat changes thar have occurred during the past 14 years. However, with the establishment of an
export tirro rn.rrket md the ready avrilability of bulldozers to clear land, it is likely that more areas of
regenerating :urd old-growth {orest have been cleared for crrlt.ivation.

Given that Niue is of rehtively recent geological origin and formed in isolation from other land masses,

ell but one species of bird, tire rntroduced moa, mu$ have llown to the islirnd of their own accord. All
the species presently breeding on Niue are of western Polynesian origin, and mosr have originated from
Tonga or Samoa. The Polynesian triller and Polynesian starling luve evolved into distincrive nrbspecies
on Niue but all other birds are found elsewhere in the Indo-Pacific region. The furure conservation of
two species is of immediate concern; there have been no confirmed sightings of qpodess c.ake since about
1970 and the blue-crowned lory is rare. A notable fearure of Niuean birdlife is its lack of introduced
species, except for the feral fowl. This is in contrast to that of other Pacific island groups such as Fiji
and Samoa, where several species have been introduced, sometimes to the detriment of the native fauna
and agricuhurd crops.

The Pacific pigeon and fruit bat are hunted from December to February each year. At present lupe
numbers seem adequate to cope with the hunting prcssure, but their numbers should be rnonitored
annually. Howwer, there is concern about the number of peka apparenrly remaining.

There is the usual variety of introduced mammals that associate with people on Niue. Two species of
rat are ubiquitous: dre kuma or Polynesian rat, probably introduced by the early Polynesian senlers, and
rhe ship rat that arrived between 1900 and 1950. Dogs and cats are cornmon about villages, and feral cats
are widespread over the island. Feral pigs are present in some areas of forest. All these m"m-als cause
problems for birds, panictrlarly the agile climbing rats that take eggs and chicls from ground level to the
canopy, and compete with birds for insects, seeds and fruir.
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ai, ka mole e to he uha. Ko e mena ia, kua frrlanaki lahi e tau tagata Niue ke he vai pamu hake mai he uho

toka, ke lata ma e tau momoui ragata he tau kaina oti. Ha ha i ai e falu a ana alopaki ki loto he tau patuo

kua maeke ke moua hake ai e vai magalo.

Ko ekejekelehemorurui ko Niuekoekelekeletalurnelie kaepotake. Ko emenaiahsnaliai mitakie kel&ele

ke fakatotolo fakahanoa ai e tau manu huila, ruga e tau povi po ke to ai e tau vahega akau fua rumau. Ko e

puhala gahtu maala he tau tagata Niue, ke kini fakarnua e maala mo e tugi ai, to maeke agaia ke to. Kua maeke

?oki k iok rron e kelekele ia ka oti e maala he fakaaoga, liga lata mo e magahala kua nakai tote hifo mai he 10

e tau tau, ke litr e fonua ke rupu hake foou e tau akau mo e t,rlumelie ai foki e kelekele, ato liu laia ke gahua

maala foki (ro epuhala mahaniai haia mai fakamua). Kae nrole atu e magahala ia, ko e vaha nai hu falaaoga

tuai e tau peleo afi mamala ke fo{oa aki e tau maala, ti fa mahani foki ke huhunu to kamata ke to.

Ko e tau fua ne mahuiga lahi ke to he rau maala, ko e rau talo, tau kaufi, tau simala, tau futi mo e tau loku'

Ko e gahua hikihiki fano e gahu maala he tau tagata he motu nai ko Niue, ko e kakano haia, kua maeke ai ke

kitia f,e 'eaha nai e tau talutJu he tau vao, kua kehekehe e ldahi he tau akau kua ha i ai he tau fonua rao' mu:r

aru ke he tau talutalu hra oti he fakaaoga. Ha ha i ai foki mo e tau fonua to ulu niuniu mo e tau fonua faama

hrmikumi kua ha ha i ai, pihiamo e tau fonuatokanoa'

Ko e tau akau lalahi kua rutupu ai foki ke he tau wo, mua ;rtu kle he tru \.ao motua mo e ha lautolu a tau tapunu

akau kua hoko atu ke he 20 e tau mita he tokoluga, ka e fa hahala he tau tagata e tau akau lalahi pehe nai. Ko

e fuafuaaga lcumikgmi ke he tau fonua he nrotu nai, ne taute ai he tau 1981, kua kitia ki ai, liga lata mo e 30o/o

he tau fonua katoa he motu nai, lnra fakahigoa ko e tau vao tafagrrfag4 mo e aofia ai e tau vala fomu lnra fakaaoga

mogahnamaalamoetaufonuahlatunrpufauiai eailan(Hibintstiltaceus)moerauvahegpmohuku

kuai.rrr1pu ai. Koemorunai, hratalahau aipehe, ko e monr kuanakaiha ha iai hakelekeletalurnelie, halnu

lahi e fakagahua rumau he kelekele, mo e talue f'akahaga ai foki e kelekele ha ko e kakano taha ia ni. Ke lalafi

aruke he tauvahegalelnraia. Ko e I1.5%hetau fonua haNiue, kuahahai ai kehetaukaukau tahi, kuatutupu

ai foki e tau aka" iotut ;. Kua aofia ai ke he tau fonua pehe nai, e lahi he tau fonua, liga lata mo e I e kilomita

he mamao mai he kaukau tahi, kua ha ha i ai e tau vahega kelekele talumelie, ka kua fakakelea ai he tau fi'rfu

peau mo e kona he tau puke tahi. Kua nakai mukamuka loll ke oatu mo e o mar hur u ki luga he tau fonua

pehe nai, ha ko e tau maka patuo marila nlo e tau av;rava pahua, Iiga lata mo e lima e tau mita he holcr'rlo hifo
-kik 

l.k"l..Ko.taufonr,ralankamatakeliliutunrpuhakeaietauakauhah:afaimagpahoheotiaiefakaaogaaga
mo taute aki e rau maala, kua lata ia mo e 45.27u, ka e liga lata foki mo e 12.19" e tau fonua kua turupu ai e

tau akau, lnu lata ke faknaoga mo moua tupe, aofia ai fakalataha mo e tau vao uhi, lnur nakai la hokotia ki ai

ha tuateaga ki ai, tali mai fakamua. Ko e tnu vao uhi pehe nai, kua ha ha i ai ke he vahaloto he tau maaga nai

ne tolu, ko Alofi, l-ekepa mo Hakrrpu. Ka ko e vala Ionur vao uhi pehe nai, kua mua a ru he lahi, Ko Huvalu

haia, ke he vahaloto ha Hakupu mo Lilru. Kua ha ha i ai foki ke he vao uhi nai e taha magafonrn, kua f'akatoka

kehe pauaki, kua fakahigoa ai koe Vao Thpu po ke Taugr,tugakua fakatapu ai he taumamarua mai fakamua,

ke nakai maeke ha tagata ke huhu fakrhanoa atu ki ai. Ko e mena kua aoga ue atu e fakatapuaga nai, ke maeke

ai foki ke lagomatai mo e puipui aki e tau vahega mena momoui oti he fonua, kuaturupu mai ai, poke heapi

mo e ofaga mau ai. Kua nakai multmruki ke flti kumikruniaga ke taute ai, ke iloa tonu e aoga he matagahua

f"katapu nni, ka e pete he pihia, ko e kitiaaga noa ki ai, kua ha ha i ai e loga he tau manulele, mua atu ke he

rau peka kua fa fe]ele fano il. Tali mai he valur fakarnua, ko e mena hr ha i ai fohi falu a vala fonua fakatirpu

ke he falu a maaga kua tutu fano ai he nrotrr, ka kua nakai tuai fakatumau ke leveki atu ki ai he vaha nai.

Ke he magahala tali mai he tau 1966 ke he tau 198 1, ko e tau vala kelekele katoa he moru nai ne kua fakaaogr

nro gahua maala ko e 3,200 e heketea, ka kua holo ki mua e lahi he tau fonua pehe nai ke he 7,800 heketea'
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lata ia mo e l44olo ne holo hake ai tali mai fakamua. Ko e kakano ati lahi pihia ai e malikiti hake ia ha h:a lalahi
e tau fonua kua fofoa fakahaga mo taute ai e t:ru maala.

Hakrunakaimaekekemouaie faluafakamatala:ga haguo h kelau mo etaugahuamaalapo ke faluavahega
gahua kehekehe he motu nai, tali rnai he 14 e tau tau kua mole, ka hra kitia mahino ki ai, ha ko e fakaruaga
hemamgahua fafao mlo kefakafrraatu ke hetaumaketeiNiuSilani, pihia fokimo emoru mukamukahetau
peleo afimamafa kefofoa aki eau fonuamaala, kuanakaitaunaleku, ke kida elahi atu henuvalafonua kua
tigahau hefofoa ke lata mo e matagahua nai, tuga kua rofia ai etau fonuamrupu hake foou mo e uu vao uhi
ne nakai fa mahani ke fakaaoga, tali nrai fakamua.

Ke nrga mo e iloaaga ki ai, ko Niue ko e moru kur nakai la leva lahi ia, ka fakararai aru ke he falu a arumonr
he lalolagi,pilri foki mo ehaanaatuagavilivilio he moanaPasifikarrumao maihehamoufold,ko euu vahega
manuleleotikuhahaiaiiNiue,kaekehemaiainietaumoa.koetaumarruleleodnetoe.koemenaomai
ni e lautolu a lautolu he kamataaga. Ko e tau vahega manulele oti ia, kua o mai mo e fanafanau tolotologa ai
iNiuehe vahanai. Ko etau vahegamanuleletutupu hake fakamua hetauanunoruPolinesia mai hefaahilalo
mo e faahi toga. Ko e falu foki ia lautolu hra felele fakamua mai i Tonga mo Samoa. Ko e Heahea mo e Miri
kuafaliufakahagamoe ekeaimo vahegamanulele nofomauhokoia i Niuenai, kuakehemaihefalu a vahega

manulele rugalnu maeke ke kitia ai foki kehetau anrmotu hemoanaPasifika, ke aofiaaifokie tauanunotu
he moana Initonisia" Ha ha i ai foki e nu manatu tuaha he magaaho nai, ha ko e tra e vahega manulele ne kua
galo kehe fakahaga mai he motu. Ko e mena hra nakai liu kitia foki i Niue he vaha nai e Moho tali mai he tau
1970, pihia foki mo e Hega, kur gahoa lahi. Kua kitia mitaki foki, ko e kalano ad nakai loga mahaki ai e tau
vahega manulele kehekehe ku"r ha ha i ai i N iue he vah.r nai, ha kua nalrai loga e tru vahega manulele kua tarnai
paruki ki Niue , ke n4p e tau moa Ko e mena lcua kehe lahi a ru:, ka faketatai atu ke he felu a atumotu he moana
Pasifika, tuga a Samoa mo Fiti, ha lnra loga mahaki e tau virhega manulele kehekehe kua taaru pauaki ai mo
e fakanrtupu ai ke he tru anrmotu i:r. Ti ko e fJu he tau vehega manulele pihia kua maeke ai foki ia laurolu
ke lagomatai aru ke he fakatupuaga he falu a akru po ke falu a akau fua ,n,.i hc fonua.

Ko euu lupemo etaupek4 hrafamahanike fanaai hetau rrumahinaTesemq kehokoaru [e hearumahina
Fepuali ma e tau tau takit.hr Ko e kitiaaga ki ai, kua loga agaia e tau lupe i Niue he vaha nai, ke lata ma e rau
tagata takafaga ka e lata foki ke leveki mo e fai kitekiteaga ki ai, ke he tau rau takitaha. Ka ko e numela he
taupekahemagaahonai lnraekemomernketupetupehhikiai, ha kuahogeiafakabaga mo e nalailogako4
ketugahe fakamua.

FIahai ai etau vaheg'amanu huifane fai mamtakiagamo etautagata kuanonofo rnauiNiue. Ko ehlnatuai
he motu, kua fakahigoa ko e kuma Polinesia. liga tamai he tau uluaki tagata ne fenoga fakamua mai ki Niue,
mo e taha vahega huna rugs kua fakahigoa ko e tau lqrma vakatoga liga hohoko mai ki Niue, mai he rar puha
kelss ns f2 lamai he tau vakatoga lau koloa. liga lata mo e magahala 1900 ke he 1950. Ko e tau lnrli mo e rau
pusi, krra rupu fetui he tau maaga takitaha, pihia mo e tau rahega pusi raq ne kua loga lahi lc he motu nai.

Ha ha i ai foki he vaha nai e loga he tau puaka vao ke he tau uho vao mo e tau vao uhi. Ko e tau vahega
manu hui{a pehe nai, kua lahi mahaki e fa fakalavelave atu ke he tau momoui he tau manulele, mua aru
e keler ke he tau kuma, ha kua maeke ke he tau kuma, ke toli hake ki luga he tau akau mo e kai moumou
ai e tau {u{uamanulele, pihia foki etaupunuamanulele, kehoko atu kehetau fata i luga heeumagamaga
eLau. Kua kaihou foki a lautolu fakalataha mo e tau manulele oti, ke moua falu a moho po ke rau tega
akau, pihia mo e tau fua akau kua magalo he kai.
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Figure 3. Vegetation map of Huvalu Conservation Area

Faiatino 3. Ko-e fakatino ke fakakite fakamahao e rau vala fonua katoa kua aofia ai ki loto he vao uhi leveki
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Key birding sites

l. Huvalu Conservation Area

Locotion ond oreo
The Conservatioo Area (CA) is located in the south-erstern part of Niue, approximarely 169" 50'!(/
and 19o 6'5, between the villages of Liku and Hlkapu, *'ith its boundary stretching down to the
coast and out to the se,rward edge of the corrrl platform 15-20 merres offshore. (figure 2)

'fhe total rrea is approximately 54 square kjlometres (5400 hectares), with 85 percenr o[rhe CA (about
4558 hecrares) being rainforest of varying state. The CA encloses the Huvalu forest, the largest remaining
prinrary rainforest on the island which covers approximately 2500 hectares, Huvalu forest contains
signi-ficanr populadons of birds, bats, endangered coconut crabs and odrer wildLife, making it an important
refuge for this type of biodiversity.

This are,r *'as chosen because the site was considered large enough to maintain ecological viability
and enable sustainable use of nltural resources, as well as protecting three quarters of Niue's high
stature rainforest. Since 1996 the project has received support from SPREP's South Pacific
Biodiversity Conservation Programme. and is administered by the Environment Uait, Depannrent
of Communitl, Affairs in Alofi. The lrea is visited by locals, (including studenrs and hunters) and
tourists. Flunting is allowed in the CA, n'irh pekrr and lupe being hunted for trro nronths of the
yelr. ,rnd uga hunted all ye;rr rountl. Visitors tc, Niue ciln get inform,rtion about t.he CA er the
Environment Unit, Liku or Hakrpu \illige and rr rhe Tourist informltion centre.

Inland primory rornforest
T'his forest is conrposed of both origin,rl prinr":rry loresr and nodified nlarure regrowrh. Closed
canopy high stature forest is found throughout, being dominated by two tree species, Syzgiun
inoplrylloktes (krtfika) anldSyzgium riclrii (kolivao). Other common species include ^Q,so4 lumforsteri
(moota). Pkncbonella torricellensis fturumea), Pontentia pbznata (tava), Macaranga seenunii (le) and
Fisctts prolixa (ovava). Maior understore y t rees include Polyscias multijuga (tanetane vao), Srrel:/rs
antltropophagorarn (atatu), lknemia pelrata (fue vao) and epiphytic and ground ferns (kapihi, luku
and nrihuku tane).

Coostol primory forest
As this is found on rocky terrain, it has beeu largely left intacr, and hence considered rs a prinrary
forest. It is generally found witlrin 800 nretres o{ the corst (ahhough it does merge inro inland forcsr)
and represerrts approximately 550 hect:rres of the CA. Coastirl forest is dominared by species similar
ro inland forest although they rend to be stunted as they are exposed to srrlty *'inds. Sea*'ards there
is rnore open scrub, including Barringtonia asiatica (linu), Capparis cordiftlra (prrmoko), Tintonits
polygamus (kavetutu), Oclnosia oppositifolia (prc), Pandanus tectorius (fa[i), Scaveola taccada (yrao)
xrd Messerchm.idia argentea (taihune). Virhin 50 nretres of the coast tlrere is only Pentpltis acirlxla
(sigie).
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Tau nonofoaga mahuiga ma e tau manulele

l. Fonua Leveki i Huvalu

Tokoogo mo e lohi he fonua
Ko e Fonua Leveki i Huvalu, kua toka ai ke he faahitoga ki uta ha Niue, liga lata mo e 1690 50"W rno
e 19"6'5, ke he vah:rloto he tau maaga ko Likrr mo Hakupu. Kua hoko aru foki haana tau katofia ke he

feutu he faahi ki tahi, liga lata mo e l5-20 e mita he rnarnao mai mo e puke tahi. (fakatino 2)

Ko e fonua katoa ia, liga lata mo e 54 e sikuea rnita (5400 heketea), ka e liga lata mo e 85 e pasene (%)

mai he fonua katoa ia (lata mo e,1558 e heketea a ia), kua maluia ke hc vao uhi, mo e tau vahega akau

kehekehe kua rutupu ai. Ko e Fonua Leveki nai, kua putoia katoa ai e vao uhi i Huvalu, ko e taha ni a

ia he tau vao uhi he motu Inra mau agaia mo e mua aru e lahi, liga lata rno e 2500 heketea he katoa). Ko
e fonua nai he vao uhi i Huvalu kua ha hrr i ai e loga lahi he tau mena mornoui kua ha ha i ai, tuga e tau
manulele, tau peka, tau uga, mo e log,r foki he f'alu a v.rhega manu kehekehe, tuga kua eke ai e fonua nai
rro huaga ke malu ai a lautolu.

Kua fifili ai e {onua k,rtol nai ke eke mo Fonua Leveki, lra ku,r mr.ra aru e lahi hc fonua tokanoa nai, tuga
kurr ha ha i ai e tau vahega katoa kehekehe he vao ke lata mo e tau kumikunriaga, pihia mo e maeke ke
he tau mena momoui log.r kua nonofo nro e nromoui mau ai ire fakarupu ki mua e loga, ka e mua atu ke
maeke ai foki ke puipui, Iiga lirta nro e tolu hrrata he tau vao uhi oti i Niue, kua aofia ai ke he fonua katoa
ia. Tali mai he tiru 1996, ne kamata moua l,rgornatai tupe ai e rnatagahua nai, mai he taha matakau he

Pasifika kua frkahigoa ko e SPREP, ma c tatr Fakaholoaga Gahua Puipui he Tau Mena Momouima e tau
Atumoru he n:orrna P:rsifika Toga uro e frrkagahuahua mo e leveLi ai he matakau Gahua Jakatakai Moru,
he Faahi Gahua Fakamotu i Alofi. Kua fa o aru hokoia e tau tagata he motu nai ke he Fonua Leveki (mua

foki mo e tau fanau aoga mo e tau tagata taka.faga), katoa foki mo e tau tagata fenoga evaeva mai ki Niue.
Na fakagofua c Fonua Leveki nai ke o atu ki ai e tau tagata mo e takafag,a ai, ka e ua ni e mahina he tau
kir fakag,ofu,r ke o rtu e tru tag'ntx nro e lirnafana ai ke lara mo e rau lupe mo e tau peka. Ko e tau tagat:r

Evaeva mai ki Niue, kul maeke ia laurolu ke moua e tau fakamataalaga tohi hagaao ke he Fonua Leveki
nai, mai he tau Ofisa he tau gilrua 'Iakatakaimotu he tarr maaga ko Liku mo Hakupu, pihia foki mo e

mirtapatu ofisa mr e tau tagata Fenoga Evaev,r i Alofi.

Ko e voo uhi i loto he uho motu
Ko e vao uhi nai kua lra ha i ai e tau rrkau lalahi mai he logtr mo loga be tau tau kua mole, ti pihia foki
mo e falrr akarr runrprr hake foou he mole atu e hahah he tiru tagata Niue e tau akau hlahi fakanua. Ha
ha ia ai e falu a v.rla he vao uhi krra trrtupu ai e tau aktru lil'ahi mli nrai he loga nro loga e tau tau, tuga kua
kitia nritrki ai ke he rre e vorhega akau l:rlahi pihir kua rutupu ai, tuga e tau ka{tka(Syzgiunt inplrylloides)

nro e tau Kolivao (Sl,zgirorr rlclu). H.r ha ir ai Ioki e falu lrkau tupu {etui nrga e tau akau m oota (pysonlant

/inra'r), kanrnneu (Plancho*lh ton'icellensis),ava(Ponrcntia pinnata),le (|vlacaranga semanil mo e ovava
(Fiscus prolixa). Ha ha i ai e tau vlhega akau rutupu lotoloto tuga e tau tiuetane vao (Polyxns nultijuga),
ataru (StreDll-r a ntltropophagorum), fue vao (Mm'emia pelana), pihia {oki mo e tau v'ahega akau unrpu ki
kelekele tuga e tru kirpihi, luku mo e tau mohuku taane (epiphytic).
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Secondory forest
These regenerating forest conr.nrunities occupy approxim:rrely 2100 hectares of rhe CA. There is a

variety of major tree and subcirnopy species found in this arer depending on how rnuch has been
cleared and how long ago. Therc are also a number of scattered areas of scrub and agricultural
clearings covering abour another 800 hectares, donrinared by pioneering species such as Hibiscus
tiliaceous (f.ou), Morinda citrifl.oia (nonu) and.l'fa caranga harvqtana (le hau). Ferns are also present,
notably NephrolepLs hirsutala (mohuku).

Founo
Apirrt from the birdlife found here, there is a variety of other nirtive animal species preseur, mosr
notablythecoconut crab(Birguslatro),andthefruitbat(Pteropustorrgdnustogannsl. Bothare
irnportant food sources and traditionally hrrnted by the Niueius. Five species of lizarcls have been
recorded in Niue but it is nol known how many occ'ur in the CA.

Culturol ond historicol feotures
Four tapu areas are currently enforced elsewhere in the CA, r.hich cover approximarely 100 hectares
in total. T*'enty two archaeological sites are also found within the CA; rnost oI these are burill
grounds, but these irre not tirpu.

'Ihcre is one t:rpu site in addition to these sites, called Veve, a tapu cave where it is believcd thrrr
the life of the island (tok:rnrotu) is hidden. This is found ,rdiacent to the Frrgirfue tlpu irrea near
Hahapu. Village leirders forbid irnlrone !o enter these rrpu areas, whiclr has rro dc.rubt contribured
sigrrificantiy to thc prorccrion of florir ,rnd f,run:r in rhis hrbitat.

Scenic feotures
'l'here are nr,rtrv sceuic feltures in the CA in '.rdd.ition to the :u'chacologic:ll sites, which include c:r.ves,

bushwalks and dramirtic coastal scenery.

Fue trock
This track, lbout five kilometres in lengh, passes tbrouBh mainly marure r;rinforest, with some
current and regenerating bush gardems irt its southern end. Ir is a good track to walk in order ro hear
and see forest birds, panicularly Polynesian triller, Polynesirrn starling, Prrcific pigeon irnd purple-
c;rpped fruit dove. Purple sw;rruphen are occasiooally seen at the southern end of the track in bush
girrtlens, Tl:e trlck strrts on the left 1.5 kilonietres nonh of Liku where there is an <>1d quarry, and
finishes about 3.2 kilomerres *'esr of Liku on the Alofi-Liku road.

Vinivini trock
This is an excellent track to walk in order to see ir variety of habitirts and birds. The track stans about
3.5 kilometres west of Liku on the Liku-Alofi road and has a low sign indicating the track's name
beside a roo{ structure and storage tank for collecting rainwater. Iniridly, the rrack goes past mainly
current bush gardens and rhose in various stages of regenerxtion, but after about rwo kilometres it
meanders through m:lture rainforest. The track is ,rbout seven kilometres long and encls nearly two
kilometres south of Liku on the Liku-Hakupu ro;rd. If travelling by mororbike, this and the Fue
track can be very slippery after rain. Most of the forest birds can be heard,rnd seen fronr this rrrrck,
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Tou voo uhi he foohi ki tohi
Ko e lahi [e tiru vro uhi nrri, kua ha ha i ai ke he tiru matakavi tule he f,rahi ki trrhi, oro e nahai maeke

ke o aru tumau ai e tarr tagat,r ha kua hrghaga kele:r mo e tule e tau hala ke hohoko aru ki ai. Kua fa mahani

ke viko takai e tau vao r.rhi pehe nai he tau faahi tata atu ki tahi, liga lata mo e 800 mita he manrao mai

he tahi puke (pere ni he fa tutaki atu fakalataha e tau vao uhi nai. he falu a matakavi, ke he tau vao uhi
he uho he moru). Lig;r lara nro e 550 e heketea e tau vao uhi pehe nai i loto he Fonua Leveki ha Niue.
Ko e tau vao uhi nai he faahi ki tahi, hua uraeke ke rutupu ai foki e vahega akau lalahi tuga kua fa tutupu

ai he tau vao uhi i loro he uho he motu, ka e fa mamate fakahaga e tau akru lalahi ha kua fa lauia ke he

tau matagi malolo mo e kona loki ha koe tau fufu peau nrai he tahi. Ke he faahi ki tahi he tau vao uhi,
kua fa tutupu ai e tau rrkau tutupu tokolalo tuga e tau lutu (Baningtonia asiarica), parnoko (Capparis

cordtfolia),kave.ucw(Tinonilts polygarntr),prc (Ochrosia oppositifolia),fi(Parulannstectarius) pao(Scaaeok

taccada), nro e raihturl (l(esscrchmittia argmtea). Ka e liga lata mo e 50 e mita rnai he tahi puhe, kua h.rpu

r"i foki e talra valregr gigie (Penphis acidula).

Tou voo kuo foi magooho he tutupu hoke
Ko e tau va.hegr vao uhi tunrpu hake foou pehe nai, tuga kua kiria ai ke he falu a matakavi he nrotu, liga

lara ia mo e 2100 heketea mai he Fonua Leveki. Kua ha ha i ai e tau vahega akau lalahi mo e falu a akau

turupu potopoto kua kitia i ai, uta ni ke he puh,rla gehua ne faka:roga ke he tau fonua nli fakamua, pihia
mo e fiha foki e tlu tau tali rnai he frrkaaoga e tiru fonua pehe nai. Kitia ai folci ke he falu a Iontra kua

turu fano ai e tilutalu nrairg,r kua ori he fakaaoga, ligalata nro e 800 e heketeir, kua rutupu mo e maluia

,ri ke hetarr valrega akau tuga e tau {ou (l/lDricr ts tiliaceous),nonu (l{orintla citrifolia) mo elehau(l'laranga

hareyana). Tirruprr rri foki e t,ru vahega mohui<u kehelahe mu;r ,rnr ke lre rirhega motuku rno (Ncpbrclepis

binntala).

Folu o meno momoui (mcnu totolo)
Kehe nr;ri he t:ru v;rlrega mmulele kehekehe tugit kua nonofo mau .ti ke he Fonua Leveki nai, kua ha ha

i ai foki e frilu ir vaheg,r rnanu (lurifa) lcua nonofo ai, mua atu he he tau vahega manu ruga e tau uga (Elrgzs

la.tro), mo c tau peka (Prcro'prts tonganns tonganu).Ko e tau vahega manu tta nd, ko e tau kai mahuiga haia

he tau tlgara Niue, tuga lnra fa rnahruri ke o atu rno e takaflga ke he vao uhi. Ha ba i ai foki lima e vahega

uroko lauulu kua kitia mo e frri t,ilrhrrrraga ki ai i Niue, ka e nakai la iloa mahino po ke fiha he tau vahega

nroko lauulu pihi:r kr.ra nonofo ai ke he Fonrra Leveki i Huvalu.

Tou tolohauogo fokqmotu moi i tuoi
Ha ha i ai fa e tru mlga fouu:r f:rkatirpu, kua fakat.rpu agaia he v,rha nai i loto he Fonua Levelti i Huvalu,
liga lata ia mo e 100 heketea he k,rtoa. Uafulu-nr:r-ul e tiru nr:nahavi krunikum.i ha ko e tau nonofoaga
tagatl nai faklmrr.r atu ktra toka ai {ohi, ka ko e loga he t,ru matakavi nai ko e tau tanuagr tagrtA noa
ni, ka e nnkai {irkatapu.

Ha ha i ai urha foki e Fonuir Fahatapu ke lafi ;rru ke he trru Fonua Fakatapu nai, tuga kua fakahigoa ai
ko Vera. Kua ha ha i ai e an,r kua f,rk:rtnpu, mo e h:r ha i ai foki e td,rhauaga ne pehe, ko e nroui he nrotu
nai (ko e Toka nrotrr) he ne fufu ai he ala ia. Kua iloa ai ku,r matutaki attr e ma nai ki Fagafue tata atu
ki Hakupu. Ktra fakltapu he tau rn'rmatua mmga e afla rrai, nakai nraeke ha tagata ke hu atu fakahanoa
ki rri, krra eke ari Ioki c rneuir i'r ruo lagomataiaga lrrhi ke matagahua puipui he tau mena momoui oti kua
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especially Polynesian triller, Polynesi:rn strrrling, Prcific pigeou, purple-capped fruit dove, {eral forrl,
whire-nunped s\r'ifiler, white-tliled rropicbinl,white tem and common noddy. In addition, blue-crowned

lory have been seen along this track, ureinly ir-r or u ilre forest edge of bush gardens near the start of rhe

track, and long-tailed cuckoo in the narure forest. A late ifternoon and evening visit to the track nrrry

be rewarded wiilr sightings of flying fruit brrts.

2. Reef at Tamakautoga and Tuapa

A walk rrlong rhe reef at low tide frorn either o{ rhese villages ({igure 2)is well worth the effon in
order to see shorebirds foraging, as well as the beauty of the corals and associated fish and shellfish.

The reefs can be reachetl by wrlking down the scatracks {ronr these ,rnd other villages. Sandshoes

or similar foorq'e:rr is recomended as britr.le and sharp coril in pl;rces, irnd frequent paddling througlt

shallon' warer is requircd. Pacific golden plover and wandering tartler occur at interv'als along the

reef, and rhere is ,rlways the possibiliry of seeing a rirre vagrent to Niue. White tern, whire-tliled
tropicbird and common rroddy rnay be seen feeding not far offslrore or flying over the reef to or
from their resting sites in the rainforest.

3. Niue Sports Club

These grounds (figure 2) are mirinly used as a golf course and so the slrort larvns are excellent to walk
over, Eirrly nrorning or at high tide seerl to be good times ro visir tlre grounds to see shorebirds.

Species often seen rhere are paci{ic golden plover, '*'andering tattler and banded rail. Vagrunt
shorebircls, such as turnstones, nrly rlso be present.

4. South Side of the Niue Airport
A visir to rlre sourlrern pcrimerer fence of the airpon (Iigure 2) during late afternoon or evening

slroul.l provide good vir.r'irrg c.,f rhe roosring, t'lock of shorebirr{s on rhc nln$'irv, Most oI the birds
will be prrcilic goldcn plover. but occ,rsiou,rll)' u.gtantr lt,n'e hr'en prescnl rn the floclt tcro. Often
barn owl irre seen fronr tlis site ar they forirge about the airport. If rr bircl conres within hearing
distance irnd you rnake a squeaking noise, it will often fly n'ithiu two metres of your heurd to
iuvestig;ttc tlre noise. Access to the bach ro;rd is from ilre Alofi-Liku road, rnaking a left rurn onto
l gnvel roird beside the'I-shirt factory about one kilometre out of Alofi. Follow this road, trking
rhe rond to the Ieft at each intersection until travelling along side the runway, and stop opposite
the airport terminal. Binoculars are necessary to deternrine the species of each shorebird from this



ofaga po ke nonofo mau he tnu fonu,r ia.

Tou motokovi kitekite
Kur h:r ha i ai ioga e tu mirtirkavi hirekite hua ha ba i ai ki loto he Fonu,r Leveki nai, ke lali atu he he tau

nonofolga tuai tuga e rau ana, r,ru hirla o hui i loto he vao uhi, pihia foki e tau kaukau tahi ftrluftrluola

he o atu ke kitekite.

Holo vqo i Fue
Ko e halnvao nai, -5 e kilonrita he loa, kua hu atu ai ki loto he vao uhi kua toka ai e tau akau hlahi, ha

ha i ai fori e filu akau tutupu hake foou he tau talutalu nraala ke he mataporu ki toga he maala. Kua mua

he mitaki e halavao nai ke o hui ai ke maeke ai foki ke fanogonogo atu ke he tau leo he tau manulele ka

tagi mai, mua atu ke he heirher, miti, lupe, kulukulu mo e k,rle, tuga kua fa logon,l mai he matapotu ki
roga he hala nai, ne toka ai e tau maala. Ne karnata ai e hala nai, liga lata mo e 1.5 kilomita ke he faahi

tohelau ha Liku, ne toka ai foki e lrro rnakatea turi, mo e fakaoti mai ai ligir lirta mo e 1.2 kilomira ke he

faahi lalo ha Liku he h'alatu rnai Alofi ki Liku.

Holovoo Vinivini/Motoliku
Ko e hal:wao i Vinivini mtrir he nriraki ke o hui ai, ke maeke ai foki ke kitekite atu ke lre nonofo aga he

falu a m,rnulele. Kua k:unirtir ai e h.rl;r, liga lata mo e -3.5 e kilomita ke he faahi lalo ha Liku, he hala Alofi
ki Liku. Na ha ha i ai foki e tau Iapa fakamailoga kua tohi ai e higoa Vinivini/Motoliku, mo e fakapiki

ai ke he tapa he fale vil ktra ha ha i ai ke he kamrtaaga he halavao nai, kua hu rru ai ke he mena ne toka

ai e f,rlu r maala foou, pilria foki mo e falu a talutalu tuai kua kamata ke tupu hake foou e tau akau, ka

e mole atu ki tua he tau fonua ia, ligr lata nro e 2 e kilomita, ti lru atu ai ke he vao uhi, kua ha ha i ai e

tau akau lalahi, kua tutupu hnke fakahaga. Ko e vda hala vao nai, ligrr lata mo e fitu e kilomita he loa,

kua fakaotimai liga latr mo eu,re kilomitakehe fruhi kitogahaLiku,hehalaLiku ki Hakupu (It{otolilru/

Vinivinil.

Kaeke ke fiu,uu l koe he plsikilrr afi hc. hah n'ri. po he hirla Fue, kua hagahaga kelea he momole ka ro

e uha. To h,r ha i ai e log,r he tiru leo nralulele kr logona e koe , po ke kiti,r foki e koe, ke tuga e tauheahea,

miri, lupe, kulukulu, moir vro, pekrpeka, tuaki, ttrketake mo e gogo. To h,r ha i :ri foki e tau hega mo e

trrrr h:rltre i loto he vrro rrhi. Ko e tau nragailro p:rle ll mo e tau magaaho rrfinfi kua nrua he mitaki ke finatu

,ri a koe he t,rrr hala n;ri ne uir, h..r kutr nueke foki ke kitia,ri e koe e trnr manu peka.

2.Tau matafeutu iTamakautoga mo TuaPa

K,rehe ke fano hui a koe he hala k,rutlhi he ha magaaho ka pakupaku ai e tilri he magatahi he tau maaga

niu ne ux, (fakatino 2) to kitir e koe e tiru vahega nr,rnulele kehekehe ku,r fa felele fano ai mo e maeke

foki ke kiria e koe e tnu vahegl feo frrlufuluola kehekehe mo e tau i}rr, pihil mo e tau vahega nrenr momoui

kehekehe, tugir e tiru furr alili uro e tau fuir gege po ke filu a rnena foki ne logrr i ai. M,reke ia koe ke {inaru

kehe rau virla rahi nai, mai he tau h.rh tahi kur trute piruaki rnai he tirn nreirga takitaha ke hoko hifo ki
r.ahi. Ku;r mur he mimhi kaehe ke nri e tiru tevrre rn:rlu po lie lta vahega tevle pihir, kl finanr ai ke he tau

hirla tahi nli, ha kr.ra hr hir i ,ri e tarr p,rtuo mirril.t uro e hirgdugur kelea, pihia foki krr finanr hui a koe he

tau loloto pot,rke he rirhi. To rnaeke lte kitia e koe e tau v:rhega m,utulele, ntga e tau kiu, mo e tau kautahi,

kua o f..rno ,ri he t,ru hurh:ru t,rhi. To maeke foki iir koe ke kitia falu a vithegr manulele ku:r nakd fa kitia
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fakahanoa i Niue. Ha ha i ai IoLi e tau takerake, ttru tu:rki, pihia mo e tiru gogo, kua felele mai he tau
kaukautahi po ke felele nr;ri lre ha lrrurolu a tau ofaga he tau vao uhi.

3. Fonua fakafiafia i Fonuakula

Ko e forrua lahi nai, (fakrdno 2), kur fa fakonog'r hololoa ke lata mo e tau fzua ta fua polo tea, kua mahonro
he nritaki ke o hui ai, ha kua nrolemole mo e nler e fonuir katoa. Ko e tau nragaaho pogipogi ld, po ke
lau rnagaaho ka p'.rkupaku ai e tahi, kua latir ke evaevir atu a koe ke he fonu* nai, ke kitia ai e koe e tau
v.rlrege nrlnulele nonofo rnru he monr tuBir e tru manulele kua fakrhigoa ko e tau ful ipatuo, hla fa nonofo
ei he fonua i:r he falu l nrag'.raho.

4. Faahi ki toga he male Yakalele

Kaeke ke finatu a koc ke he mirtapotu ki toga mai he urale vakalele, (fakatino 2) he magaaho pale la po
ke maglnho nfiafi, to maeke ke kitia mitrki ai e koe e tlu vahega manulele nonofo rn,ru he motu, ha ne
nrtu fano ai he male v;*.alele, ko e loga he tau m'urulele ia, ko e tau kiu ka e maeke {oki he falu a mirg:raho
ke kitia iri foki e tau vahega rn:urulele kua m,rhlni ke o h,rlo noa nro e nrkai nonofo mau he motu nai.

Ffa ha i ai foki ke he frrlu anagaaho e tau vahega rnarrulele tugir e tau lulu kur kiti.r ai ki luga he fonua
nai he tau rnrgaaho ka felelc fano d a lirutolu i luga he ruele vakalele. Kaeke ke lde trrta rtu e ha manulele
ke he mena ne tu rri or koe, ti kr logona e l;rutolu a koe po ke ha leo fakatagitagi nr;ri i ir koe, to lele t:rt:r
lahi atu c' t,ru nranrrlcle ir ki r koe, liga l.rt.r nrrr e ? t rrrit,r he mirn:lo kchc nrli i '.r koe, nro e lili ke iloa
tonu lto e heigoa e leo ia kur logon;r ki ai. Ko e h.ila lie hoko ,rtu li a koe he he tah.r hal.r tua rnri he puh:ria
trr, mai i Alofi l<,i Likrr, kl e ka hoko irtrt a koe ke he hal:r tilnu nrlkrter ke he farilri hema he tapa frrle r"ali
tapultr miti, Iiga lrrta nro e t.r.ha e kilomit.r he munro nr;ri i Alofi. I{uitrr;r ;rtu a koc he h:rl:r i,r. hl c a,Je
hokoia k,r hoko attr a koe ke he hir mirfegir hala, lto hoko,rru a koe ke he rJra farrhi he nxrle vlkalele nro
e tu ai a koe ke he nrena rre fnkahagaao irtu tonu ke he fale Tali Fenoga he Male Vakalelt'. Kua aogr lahi
foki ke lu ha i ai mo koe e tah:r {akaata kiti:r mamao, ke mireke ai ia koc ke liitekite atu ke hetau whega
mariulele nonofo mlu he moru nai. mai hc mena ne tu d,r koe.
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Figure 4. Para of a bird.
Fakatino 4. Ko e tau alaga takitaha he manulele
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Glossary

distance.
archipelago: a Broup of islands within close proximity to each other and usually associated

with a mainland

Australasia: the region including Australia, eastern Indonesia, Papua New Guinea, the
south-western Pacific and Nev Zealand

biodiversity: the variety of plants and animals found in an area

cere: the fleshy covering ofthe upper bill of cenain birds, e.g. hawks, parrots and
pigeons, which is often brightly coloured

crustrcea: hrrrd shelled anthropods such as crabs, shrimps and prawns

endemic: found only in a cenain range or country, and noqrhere else

feral: an animrl that becomes wild or untamed, after escaping from captivity or
domesticity

frontal shield: horny shield on the forehead instead of feathers e.g. kale

gregarious: living together in llocks or coionies

inflection: the change in pitch of a call

iridescent: showing r:rinbowlike, or gleanring colours

iuvcrrile : birds in their first plumage rrfter losing their nrtal down

mandibles: the upper rnd lower p:rns of a bird's bill

migrant: a species that moves annually and seasonally between breeding and non-
breeding irreas, either within a country or to other countries

mollusc: an invertebrate with a hard (and usually) external shell, i.e. shellfish, squid

native: birds that ,rre naturally found in a couolry, or are self-introduced

peka: flying fox or fruit bat

resident: a bird that is a permanent inhabitant of a country, i.e. it always lives there and
doesn't visit or migrate to other countries

rufous: reddish-brown colour

speculum: lustrotrs-colotrred area on the wing of some birds, especially ducks

tlpu: forbidden placc or practice which has been placed under taboo

tokamotu: life or core of the island

vagrant: a wanderer; a bird that turns up unexpectantly in an unusual direction, e.g. either
strayed off course accidentirlly, or was blown there in a storm

visitor: species n'hich disperse from mating areas in other countries and reach Niue, i.e.,
it doesn't breed in Niue but can be found there when not breeding
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Birds seen on Niue

Landbirds

Blue-crowned Lory

Vniatstralis

Status: Resident, rare
Description: This is a small parrot (18 cm) with a blue-purple crown, lower abdomen and thighs,

and red over the chin, throat, cheeks and upper breast and upper belly. The upper parts are green,

except for a yellow tail tip, and the bill and legs are orange. Young birds are duller, with reduced red

markings.
Range The blue-crowned lory is endemic and widespread in south-central Polynesia, alrhough it is
only found on the Lau Group of Fiji, and hCI become rare on islands of Tonga i"habited by ship rats.

Habits: The blue-crowned lory is seen most often about bush gardens, particularly those
regenerating. It is gregarious, forming small flocks to feed on nectar, especially tlat of coconut palms,

pollen and soft, ripe fruit of a variety of trees. Its flight is steady and direct, with whirring wings.

Voice: A characteristic shrill, high-pitched whistle or screech is given regularly while in flight and

feeding.
Breeding: Tbere is lirde information on tle Niue population, but elsewhere ir nests in holes and cracks

in trees, hollow coconuts still hanging on palms, and leaf axils of palms. One to two white eggs are

laid

Hega
Talahauaga: Ko e vahega manulele nofo mau he moru nai, ka e nakai loga,

Hagahaga he tino: Ko c hega ko e vahega manulele tino tote (18 e senetimita), fapogi, lanu laukou
e tau fulu he rumuaki ulu, pilia mo e vala ki lalo he manava, mo e vala ki luga he tau hui. Ka e kula
e tau fulu he lalo kakia, tau paka mata, pihia mo e vala ki luga he kupu uanava, lanu laukou e tau
fulu he vala ki luga he tino katoa, ka e ato e tau fulu he hiku, mo e ago fuamoli e gutu, pihia mo e

tau hui. Kua kehe mai e tau fulu he tau punua ikiiki - oakai unoko lahi e lanu he tau fulu, ke tuga e

tau fulu he tau hega kua hokotia e motua. Pihia foki e tau ilaila kula, tuga kua kitia ke he tau fulu
he tino katoa he tau punua ikiiki.
Tau vahega motu ne nofo ai: Ko e hega, ko e vahega manulele fa kitia hololoa mo e nofo foki ke
he loga he tau atumotu Polinesia he faahi ki toga-lotouho. Ka e pete ni kua kitia hokoia ke he tau
atumotu ko Lau i Fiti, mo e nakai kitia hololoa ke he tau atumotu ha Tonga, tuga kua lo$a lahi ai
e tau kuma ne fa nonofo he tau vakatoga.
Tau aga mahani mau: Fa mahani ke kitia tumau e tau hega ke he tau fonua maala he tau vao' mua
atu ke he tau fonua maala kua kamata ke liu tutupu hake ai foki e tau akau ikiiki. Ko e vahega manulele
fiafia lahi ke o fuhifuhi mo e nonofo fakalataha tumau, ke kai auloa he tau fiti lakau puke humelie,
mua atu ke he tau fiti niu, pihia mo e tau pauta ago humelie mo e tau fua lakau momoho he tau vahega

akau fua humelie. Fa mahani foki ke lele hako mo e mafiri kua kitia noa e kapukapu he tau pekau
ka lele.
flaana a leo: Ko e vahega manulele leo matila mo e leo fuluola ka tagi, mua atu he tau magaaho ka
felele fakalataha ai e tau vahega manulele nai ke he pulagi, po ke pihia foki he rau magaaho ka tolo
fakalataha ai ke kai.



Blue-crowned Lory

Fanauaga: Nakai loga lahi e tau talahauaga kua iloa ai ke he fanauaga he vahega manulele nai i Niue,
ka e he falu a motu, kua mahani e hega ke kati fata i loto he tau pu akau mo e rau magamaga akau,
i loto foki he tau pu patuniu popo ne tutu agaia ki luga, pihia foki mo e teu magamaga he tau niu
momoui, Taha ke he ua e fufua tea kua maeke ke fanau he taha e magaaho.



Pacific Pigeon

Ducula paci/ica

Status: Resident, cosunon
Description: This is a large (+O cm) pigeon. The head, back of neck and shoulders are grey, wings
and tail dark green, chin whitish, breast and belly pinkish-grey, and the under-tail area chestnut

brown. The eyes and feet are red, and the bill is black with adults having an enlarged black knob,
the cere, at the base of the upper mandible. Young birds have duller feathers and lack the bulbous
cere.

Range: The pacific pigeon is found in the South West Pacific, from islands off the nonh coast of
Papua New Guinea eastwards to the Cook Islands.

Habits: The pacific pigeon flies to and from fruiting trees with strong, deliberate wing-beats,

sometirues well above the forest. It is a bird of the canopy, gathering in small flocks to feed on mainly
ripe fleshy fruit.
Voice: Two types of 'coos' are heard: a single, drawn out oooooo ard the same call, but given as a

warble. Niueans indicated that the warble call is given by females and the other by males.

Breeding: The few observations available suggest that lupe on Niue start nesting in May, but length
of rhe season is unknown. Lupe build a flimsy platform of twigs, probably mainly in the canopy of
trees with thick foliage, such as the kafika (Syzgium inoplrylloid.es). A single white egg is laid.

Lupe
Talahauaga: Ko e vahega manulele nofo mau he motu a nai, mo e fa kitia hololoa he tau magahala

oti i Niue.
Hagahaga he tino: Ko e vahega manulele tino lahi (40 e senetimita). Efuefu e tau fulu he ulu, tua

he kakia mo e fuga tukeua, lanu laukou unoko e tau fulu he tau pekau mo e hiku, tea e tau fulu he

lalo kumukumu, pakatea-efuefu e tau fulu he fuga fatafata mo e kupu manava, ka e kaki fua akau e

tau fulu he lalo hiku. Kula e tau mata mo e tau hui, ka e uli e gutu. Ko e tau vahega lupe kua hokotia
e motua, kua lalahi e tau tepu uli he ihu, toka tata ke he matafu he lauguru iuga. Ko e tau punua ikiiki,
kua nakai kitia mahino e lanu he tau fulu mo e nakai kitia e tepu he ihu.
Tau vahega motu ne nofo ai: Kua mahani e vahega manulele nai ke kitia hololoa he tau atumotu
he faahi toga ki lalo he Pasifika ke kamata mai he tau atumotu he faahi tokelau ha Niu Kini ke hoko
atu ke he faahi uta he Atu Kuki Aelani.
Tau aga mahani mau: Fa mahani e vahega manulele nai ko e lupe ke lele atu mai he taha akau fua

ke he taha akau fua mo e haana tau pekau kua logona noa ka kapukapu he magaaho ka lele ai he pulagi.

Maeke foki e lupe ke lele hake tokoluga ke he pulagi he falu a magaaho, mua atu ki luga he tau vao

uhi. Ko e lupe foki ko e vahega manulele nofo mau ni he haana ofaga, nro e lele fano ai ke kumi fua

akau momoho ke kai, mo e liu atu ke he haana a ofaga.

Haana a leo: Ua e vahega leo tagi kua fa mahani ke logona mau mai he vahega manulele nai. Ko e

taha vahega leo kua logona "ooooooo" fakaloa mo e tagi mai pihia tumau. Ka ko e taha vahega leo

tagi, kua tuga e tagata fakataki he fii he magaaho ka tau ai. Pehe e taofi he tau tagata Niue, ko e vahega

tagi pilia tuga e fakataki he fii, kua mahani ke logona mai he tau lupe fifine, ka ko e taha vahega tagi

foki, ko e tagi he tau lupe taane.

Fanauaga: Ko e falu a kitiaga ke he vahega manulele nai ko e lupe, kua talahau ai ko e lupe i Niue kua

kamata kati fata ai he aru mahina ha Me, ka e nakai iloa tonu po lce fiha e leva he magahala fanau he lupe.
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Fa mahani e lupe ke taute e ia haana a ofaga aki e tru lala akau ikiiki mua atu ke he tau pu akau i luga
he tru magamaga akau tokoluga, kua fakapuke aki e tau laukou popo mo e tau veve, mua aru ki lug" he
tiru akau tokoluga, ko e rau kafika. Taha ni e fufua rea ka f;rnau ai he taha e nragaaho.



Purpte-capped Fruit Dove or Crimson'crowned Fruit Dove

Ptilinopus porp lryamts

Status: Resident, common
Description: The purple,capped fnrit dove is a small (23 cm) dove. Much of the upper pans are dark

green, m.rging inio g.ey on the neck and head. It has a crimson forehead and crown and a light

yellow tip to irs tail. The breast is grey-green, becoming dark green on the belly with an obscure

purplish patch, and the lower belly and under-tail are bright yellow. Immatures are entirely treen
with some yellow feather edgings.

Range: This species occurs in Micronesia and western Polynesia. It is widespread on Tonga and Sanroa,

but not all islands of the Fiji group.

Habits: Most ofren purple-cappeJ fruit doves are heard calling or seen in flight. Their flight is fast

and direct with rapid wing-beats. This dove tends to be solitary or lives in pairs, only occasionally

congregaring in fnriting trees, Its food is mainly berries. It is common in mature and regenerating

foreits, and is ofre.r seen flying over roads, villages and scrub country to reach forest.

Voice: Purple-capped fruit doves have a characteristic, rhythmic series of hooting: hoo, huphoo, hup
hoo, hoo-hoo-hoo. They call often and throughout the day.

Breeding: It probably breeds during much of the dry season (May-November). A single white egg

is laid on a twig platform, usually low down in thick foliage of bushes and small trees.

Kulukulu
Talahauaga: Ko e vahega manulele nofo mau he motu a nai, mo e maeke ke kitia hoioloa ai i Niue

he tau magahala oti.
Hagahaga he tino: Ko e kulukulu, ko e vahega manulele tino tote (23 e senetimita). Lanu laukou

,rnoko . t",, fulu he tino, mua atu ke he vala ki luga, ka e eke ke efuefu e tau fulu he kakia' pihia mo

e ulu. Kula unoko e tau {ulu he matale, pihia mo e tumuaki ulu, ka e ago mama e tau hikuhiku he

tau fulu he hiku. Efuefu - lanulaukou e tau fulu he fuga fatafata, ka e eke ke lanu laukou unoko e tau

fulu he kupu manava, ha ha i ai foki e falu a fulu kua toka ai e ila fapogi ka e nakai kitia mahiuo, ka

e ago mo e kikila e tau fulu i lalo he rnanava, pihia mo e i loto he hiku. Ko e tau punua ikiiki, kua

lanu laukou katoa e tau fulu he tino mo e falu a fulu kua ago e tau kalakala.

Tau vahega motu ne nofo ai: Nofo e vahega manulele nai, he tau atumoru Maikolonesia, pihia foki
mo e tau atumotu he faahi ki lalo he Atu Polinesia. Mua atu e loga ke he motu ko Tonga, Samoa,

ka e ha ha i ai ke he falu a motu ha Fiti.
Tau aga mahani mau: Ko e kulukulu kua fa mahani mau ke kitia he tau magaaho ka lele ai mo e

tagi foki. Mafiti lahi e kulukulu he magaaho ka lele ai mo e fa mahrni ke lele fakahako atu ke he mena

kua lele atu ki ai, mo e tau pekau kua kapukapu fakamafiti foki, Fa mahani e kulukulu ke lele raki
tokotaha po ke taki hoa ua he magaaho. Maeke foki ke he tau kulukulu ke fakapotopoto auloa

fakalataha ki luga he taha e akau, kaeke kua momoho e tau fua. Moui e kulukulu he kai he tau fua

akau momoho. Mahuiga lahi ke nono{o he tau vao motua mo e tau vao uhi kua karnata ke liu tutupu
hake foou. Fa kitia hololoa foki ka felele fano ai he tau puhala tu, mo e i loto foki he tau loto maaga,

pihia foki he tau vao kaukau motua, tata atu ke he tau vao uhi.
Haana a leo: Fa mahani e kulukulu ke taha ni e vahega fakaleo ka tagi mo e tuga foki e leo lologo

ka logona - "hoo, hup-hoo-hapo-hoo, hpp-hoo-hoo". Fa mahani e kulukulu ke tagi tumau noa ni he

tau magaaho oti he aho.



Purple-capped fruit Dove
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Faneuaga: Liga fanau fufua e kulukulu he magahala nakai fai uha mo e momo e fonua (Me-Novema).
Taha ni e fuftia tea ka {anau he taha e magaaho, mo e fanau ai i luga he fata ne talaga aki e tau lala alcau

ikiiki, mahani ke toka ai ke he tau pu akau he tau akau tokolalo, tata hifo ke he tau akau ikiiki he vao.



Polynesian Starling

Aplonis tabuensis

Status: Resident, conmoo
Description: A stocky, medium-sized bird (18 cm) wirh a stubby bill and mainly brown feathering.

The bill, legs.and feet are dark brown-black, the upper parts are dark brown with a grey-buff streak

on the wing, and the under pans are buff to brown with Pale streakiog'

Range: It is widely distributed in the south-west Pacific, from the Santa Cruz Islands eastwards to
Samoa, Tonga and Nire, A, t. btunnescens is an endemic subspecies found only on Niue.

Habits: The polynesian starling, (miti, pronounced'misi'), is found in most vegetated habitats, being

paniculady evident in regeneraring bush gardens, rhe edges of mature forest and coconut pla$tations.

They are sociable birds, appeariog to move about as family groups and calling regularly to each other.

Individuals can often be seen perched on prominent bare branches above the canopy. Although they

have not been seen foraging on the ground, miti avidly search holes, crevices, undersides ofbranches

and foliage in their quesr for food, moving up trunks in shon hops using their tail for rupport in the

manner of a woodpecker. They eat insects, spiders, lizards and fruit.
Voice : Polynesian starling call frequently, responding with shon contact calls to those from miti
nearby. A variety of whistling calls are given, some having a buzzing quality. Calls include vheer'
whit, tzeeip-breee and tchrzp.
Breeding: The nesting season on Niue extends from at least April to December and perhaps longer.

Favoured nesting sites are holes in trees, hollow branches and hollow coconut palm trunks which

have lost their tops. An untidy nest of leaves, twigs and fibres is built in such cavities, with two to
three pale blue eggs marked with red-brown spots being laid.

Miti
Talahauaga: Ko e miti ko e vahega manulele nofo mau he motu nai, mo e maeke ke kitia hololoa he tau

magahala oti he tau.

Hagahaga he tino: Ko e vahega manulele tino vahaloto mo e paruparu ku a nai (18 e senetimita), ku foki
e gutu mo e keki e tau firlu he haana a tino katoa. llli unoko eke ke kaki e gutu, tau hui mo e tau lapalapa

hui, ka ko e haana a tau ftrlu he vala ki luga he tino, kua kaki unoko, mo e ha ha i ai foki e tau fulu efuefu

melomelo ago i luga he tau pekau, ka e melomelo ago kaki e tau fulu he ao ki lalo he tino.

Tau vahega motu ne nofo ei: Kua maeke e vahega manulele nai, ke nonofo fano ai he tau Atumoru he

faahitoga ki lalo he moanaPasilikc ke kamata mai i Santa Cruzke he faahiuta ha Samoa, Tongamo Niue.

Ko e faga maoulele kuatalahau e A. t brunnescmhe vahegarnanulele nai, ko e mena kitiahokoiani i Niue.

Tau ag,e mahani mau: Kr:a fa kitia ursrau ke he tau fonua maala he tau tagata, ka e mua anr ke he tau fonua

maala }ua tigahau he oti he fakaaoga, mo e kua kamata e tau akau ke liliu tutupu hake foki" pihia foki ke

he tau kaukau vao morua mo e tau ulu niwriu. Ko e miti, ko e taha a ia hc tau vahega manulele lalata mo
e fa malrani ke o frrhifirhi fakalataha nrga e marua mo e tau punua Fa mahani foki ke fakatagitagi leo hokoia

e taha ke he mha. Kua maeke he falu a magaaho ke kitia atu e tokotaha he vahega manulele nai, kua tu mai

he taha la akau tata i luga he mena kua nonofo mau ai. Pete ia, kua nakai maeke e miti ke hifo mai mo e

heru po ke keru moko ai he fuga kelekele, fa mahani ni e miti ke kumi kai ni ki luga he tau pu akau mo
e rau magamaga ahau tokoluga, tau lalolalo he tau lan akau mo e tau la la akau, mo e maeke foki ke poi
hake hilo he tau fuga patu akau ke kumi moko ke lata mo ia. Maeke ke hopohopo fano pihia i luga he tau

fuga akau, mo e fakaaoga e haana r hiku ke taofi aki e tino katoa haana, ke ruga e mahani he falu a manulele

kua famahanike tolitoli i luga he tau akaurokoluga. Kuakai hevahega manulelenai c taumoko fud*au'
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tau lnf,uri, tau rnokotaliga, pihia foki mo e tau fua akau.

Haana a leo: Fa nrah.ani e miri ke f,rkat.rgitagi leo hrmau, nrua irnr he tau magraho ka logona ai he talu Miti
e taha Miti kua f,rkat,rgit,rgi leo nai he t:rha akau tata nrai ki a ia. Kehekehe foki etau virhega leo hra maeke

ke logorr,r,ri, kua nraeke he logona d foki he fdu l m.rgruho e tau vaheget leo kualogonarumau, ke ruga e -

'wheer-*'hit, tzeep - bree mo e tchizp".
Fanau"rga: Ko e magahale k'rtifata mo e fan,ur fufua he nuti i Niue, ko e atu mahina ha Apelila ki a Teserno,

po hc loa ,rrtr foki. Mrhuiga l$i e virhega nranulele nai, ke katifata i luga he tau pu akau popo, i luga he

r,ru m:tgamagir aklru rokoluga, po ke i loto he tau pu patu niu popo kua tu agaia ki luga he tlu vao. Ko e

ha:rna l fata kua raute aki e tau laukou mo e tau l,rla akau ikiiki mo e tau veve kehekehe, ti fa mahani ke

toka ai u;r poke tolu e fi.rfua kili l,rnu moana, ka e ilaila krki-kula e falu a vala he fufua miti.



Polynesian Triller

Iakgetnamlav

Status: Resident, cornmon
Description: The polyoesian triller is a medium-sized (15 cm) black and white bird. It is mainly grey-
black above, except for white patches on the wings and a narrow white tail tip. It has a black eyestripe,
white under parts, and the bill and feet are dark grey to black.
Range The polynesian triller is widespread and common from the Santa Cruz hlands and New Hebrides
eastwards to Samoa and Niue. There is an endemic subspecies found only on Niue,l. m. whitrneei
Habits: The heahea is found in all vegetated habitats on Niue, including open areas witl isolated trees.

Although it forages mainly above ground a-mong the {oliage of trees and shrubs, it does hop about on the
ground of gardens and sports fields in search of food. It eats mainly insects, panicularly caterpillars, but
also takes small fruit. Polynesian trillers are active, noisy birds, often involved in very vocal disputes with
neighbours. They fly fan with quick fluaering beats of their broad, rounded wings. They are often seen

in pairs or farnily groups, and are more approachable than most other Niuean birds.
Voice: A variety of calls are given, including loud tchick, peach-it or pee-chew, but the regularly heand

trill-a high-pitched rasping whinle-is most use{ul for identifying the caller as a heahea: tsee-tsee-tsee-

tsee-tseeP.

Breeding: Pairs have been seen feeding nestlings or fledglings in April, September and December,
suggesting that pairs may rear two or three broo& during the dry season (April-November). A compact
cup nest of interwoven fibres is built in thick foliage of trees, palms arrd shrubs. A clutch of one or rwo
pale blue-green eggs, spotted brown and faded purple, are laid.

Heoheq
Talahauaga: Ko e vahega manulele nofo mau he motu a nai, mo e fa kitia hololoa ke he ha mena
he ha magaaho noa ni.
Hagahaga he tino: Ko e Heahea, ko e vahega manulele tino vahaloto (15 e senetimita), uli mo e tea
e tau fulu he haana a tino. Fa mahani ke eftrefu-uli e tau fulu he vala ki luga he tino, ka e kehe e ila
tea he tau pekau mo e tau fulu tea ikiiki he matahiku he hiku. Ha ha i ai foki e tau fulu uli ke he tau
rva mata, ka e tea e tau fulu he ao, mo e eftiefu unoko, eke ke uli e haana a gutu.
Tau vahega motu ne nonofo ai: Fa mahani ke loga mo e nonofo holo, tuga kua lahi ke he atn'motu
i Santa Cruz, mo New Hebrides, ke faahi uta ha Samoa lalo mo Niue. Na ha ha i ai e taha vahega
manulele pehe nai ne kitia ni hokoia i Niue - L. m. whitmeei.
Tau aga mahani mau: Ko e Heahea, ko e vahega manulele kua fa mahani ai ke he tau nonofoaga
kehekehe i Niue, mua atu ke he tau vro tok:.e1-o e tau akau kua tutu fano ai. Pete ni kua mahani
e Heahea ke moua mau haana a tau mena kai ki luga he mu lau akau he tau akau mo e tau lakau he
vao, kua fa mahani lahi foki a ia ke hopo fano i luga he fuga kelekele mua atu ke he tau fonua maala
mo e tau male taute mena fakafia{ia tino, ke hetu mo e ketu moko ke lata mo ia, tau vahega moko
tuga e tau ketapila, mo e maeke foki e Heahea ke kai e tau fua akau momoho. Ko e Heahea ko e

manulele tino hakahakau mo e fa tagitagi fakahoha tumau e gutu, mua aru he tau magaaho ka fai vahega

manulele foki kua fakatauhele atu ki a ia. Maeke he Heahea ke lele mafiti mo e fakapakapaka haana
a tau pekau loloa mo e lalahi. Fa mahani ke kitia tumau ka o takitokoua, po ke o fuifui auloa, kua
mua atu e lalata ke he tau tagata ka fakatatai atu ke he falu a vahega manulele i Niue.
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tlaana a leo: Ha ha i ai loga e tau vahega leo kua fa logona ai, ke ruga e leo lahi - "tehick- peach - it"
po ke "pee chew", ka ko e leo fa logona tumau e leo matila tuga e leo he mafu, fa fakaaoga lahi he tau
magaaho ka manako ai ke iloa mai he falu a vahega manulele he tau magaaho ka tagi ai a ia - "tee -

tee -tee - tee."
Fanauaga: Kua kitia mau e vahega manulele nai, kua taki hoa ua he fa e heru mo e ketu moko, po
ke kati fata, po ke felele fano ai he atu mahina Apelila; Sepetema mo Tesemo, mo e liga talahau ai
pehe, ko e tau vahega manulele taki hoa ua nai, ha ne fakapulupulu ai e ua po ke tolu e punua ikiiki
ke he magahala ai fai uha mo e maBomago e fonua (Apelila ke he m:hina Novema). Kua kitia ki ai
foki kua ha ha i ai e fata kua mauoka he talaga aki e tau laukou mo e tau lala akau ikiiki i loto he tau
loto uho malu he tau akau lalahi, tau niu po ke tau vao vihi. Maeke foki he falu a magaaho ke kitia
ai taha po ke ua e fufua - lanu moana - lanu laukou kua toka ai he fata, eke foki e kili he tau fufua ke
nikiniki kaki mo e melomelo efuefu.
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White-rumped Swiftlet

CoAeah4NiDp)git1t

Status: Resident, corunon
Description: This is a small (tO cm) black swi{tlet with long sickle-shaped wings. The upper parts
are black, except for a white-grey nunp, and the underpans are dusky grey. The tail has a slight central
notch.
Range: Vhite-rumped swiftlet inhabit the Indo-Pacific region from the Celebes and Moluccas
eastward to Samoa.

Habits: The white-rumped swiftlet is a distinctive bird of Niue, being commonly seen along roads
at any time of day because of irs erratic darting flight to catch small flying insects. It occurs singularly
or in small flocks, often flying back and fonh in small area from ground level to just below the foresr
canopy. Occasionally, pekapeka do forage high above the canopy.
Voice: A repeated clicking sound can sometimes be heard from foraging pekapeka. However, this
echolocation system is more readily heard when the birds are {lying in the total dark.ess of a cave.

They use echolocation at such times to avoid obstacles and to locate their nests and roosts.
Breeding: I(hite-rumped swiftlets nest in caves, near entrances where some light penetrates or deep
underground in total darkness. The nest, made of plant fibres cemented together wirh saliva, is
attached to roofs or steep walls. Little is known abour the riming of the ne$ing season on Niue, but
it is probably similar to that on Fiji (September-March).

Pekopeko
Talahauaga: Ko e Pekapeka, ko e vahega manulele nofo mau he nrotu nai, mo e maeke foki ke kitia
hololoa he ha magaafio noa.

Hagahaga he tino: Ko e vahega manulele nai, ko e manulele tino tote (10 e senetimita), uli e tau fulu,
moealokokuehaanaataupekautugaepelu.Ulifokieraufirluhetinokatoa,kaeefuefu-reaetau
fulu he tau matafu hui, moe efuefu e tau fulu he v'ala ki lugahe tau hui. Taha e ila he lotouho he hiku.
Tau vahega motu ne nofo air Nofo mau e vahega manulele nai he tau atumotu he Indo.Pasifika,
ke kamata mai he motu Celepes mo Moluccas, ke he faahi uta ha Samoa.
Tau aga mahani mau: Ko e pekapeka ko e taha vahega manulele mahuiga lahi ke he motu nai ko
Niue. Fa mahani ke kitia tumau he tau puhala tu he ha magaaho noa ni he aho, pihia foki ha ko e

mahaniaga ke lele mafiti he tau magaaho ka tutuli atu ai ke moua falu moko lele mo hana kai. Fa
mahani foki e pekapeka ke lele tokotaha ni a ia, po ke lele foki fakalataha mo e falu a hoa, ka e nakai
tokologa lahi ka o fuhifuhi he taha e magaaho. lvlaeke he vahega manulele nai, ke lele ki rnua po ke
lele tafeliuaki he taha ni e matatepu, ke kamata mai he kelekele ke hoko atu ke he tau vahaloto akau
he tau vao uhi. Ko e falu a magaaho, kua maeke he Pekapeka ke lele tokoluga hake ki luga he tau
tapunu akau tokoluga.
Haana a leo: Maeke ke logona ai he falu a magaaho e leo kali he pekapeka mai he haana a nofoaga.
Ka e pete he pihia, ko e vahega leo ka logona mai i ai, he magaaho ka lele fano ai e pehapeka i loto
he tau liu ana hokulo mo e pouli. Maeke he pekapeka ke fakaaoga e leo taogo ka logona mai he liu
ana pouli, ke kumi aki mo e iloa ai e ha mena kaeke kua fakadaia aki e haana a leleaga i loto he ana
pouli, po ke fakaaoga foki ke iloa ai foki e tokaaga he haana a fata po ke haana a nofoaaga mahani ai.
Fanauaga: Fanau fufua e pekapeka i loto lre tau liu ana pouli, tata ke he gutu ana ne fai maama ke
hoko atu ki ai he falu a magaaho, po ke i loto foki he tau liu ana hokulo mo e pouli. Ko e fata he
pekapeka, kua taute aki e tau laukou mo e tau kavekave ne pilipili fakalataha aki e tau puke anu
palapala mai he haana ni a gutu, mo e toka ai foki i luga he tau lalo ana po ke tau kaukau hokulo he
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White-rumped Swiftlet

tau liu ana. Nakai iloa mahino, po ke magahala fe tonu ne fanau fufua ai e pekapeka i Niue, liga tatai
ni mo e magahala ne fanau fufua ai e pekapeka i Fiti, he aru mahina Sepetema-Mari.
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Barn Owl

Tynalh

Status: Resident, uncorlmon
Description: This is a pale owl (34 cm), with a prominent white facial disc having a buff margin. The

upper pens are very light brown-grey, barred and monled with light brownish-yellow and libenlly marlad

withblack and white flecls. The under-pans are white, the bill pinkish-horn, and the feet pinkish-grey

to light buff.
Range: The barn owl is widely distributed throughout the world, and is native to the tropicd Pacific.

It seems to be widespread over Niue.
Habits: Although mainly nocnrmal, it is occasionally seen hunting in full daylight in the afternoons. It
hunts by listening for prey from a low perch, or by llying dose to the ground. Its flight is buoyant and

silent, involving a series of slow flaps alternated with glides and occasional brief spells of hovering. The

main prey of bam owl on Niue are rats, skinls and geckos, but it probably takes small birds and big inseas

too. Prey are swallowed whole and the indigestible pans, such as bones and fur, are regurgitated x pellets.

Barn owl generally roost in holes and crevices in trees or cliffs, and in thickly foliaged trees.

Voice: A rasping, hissing screech is often repeaed: schveeert...schveeert..'schveeen.

Breeding: The barn owl nests in a hole or crevice in a tree or cliff, with two to five eggs being laid.

Lulu
Talahauaga: Ko e lulu, ko e vahega manulele nofo mau he motu nai, ka e nakai mahani ke kitia
fakahanoa he tau magaaho ka lele fano ai.

Hagahaga he tino: Ko e lulu, ko e vahega manulele tino vahaloto (34 e senetimita), mahani ke kitia
hololoa e rau mata popoko mo e iko veliveli e tau mata. Ko e tau fulu he vala ki luga he tino, kua

efuefu kaki, kikila, avaava mo e ilaila eke ke kaki-ago e tau fulu, ha ha i ai foki e falu a fulu kua eke

ke uli-rea he haana a tino. Ka e tea katoa e tau fulu he vala ki luga he tino, ka e pakatea e gutu, mo

e pakatea efuefu e tau hui, eke ke melo ago.

Tau vahega motu ne nofo ai: Kua mahani e vahega manulele nai, ke nofo he tau atumotu oti he

lalolagi, ka e maeke foki ke nofo mau he tau atumotu mafana he moana Pasifika. Kua kitia foki ki
ai, kua nofo e lulu ke he tau kavi oti ha Niue,
Tau aga mahani mau: Pete ni ko e lulu, ko e vahega manulele fa lele fano ka po, kua maeke foki
ke kitia ka lele fano ai ka aho ke kumi kai, mua atu ke he tau magaaho pale la. Mahani e lulu ke nofo
he tau la akau tokolalo mo e fakatalitali atu ai, ke moua taha mena kai. Fa nofo e lulu he tau la akau

tokolalo mo e fakatalitali ai. Ko e tau magaaho ka lele fano ai e lulu, kua maeke ke lele fakatotomo
mo e nakai fai leo ke logona ai, ka e ha ha i ai falu a magaaho ka fakakakapu mo e fakapaagi fano e

rau pekau, kua taute ai pihia ke he falu a magaaho ku ni. Ko e matafi he lulu i Niue ko e tau kuma
vao, pihia mo e falu a vahega moko kelekele tuBa e tau mokotaliga, ka e maeke foki he lulu ke kai
e falu a manulele ikiiki po ke tau moko ikiiki. Fa mahani e lulu ke folo katoa e ha moko ka kai, ka
e kaeke ke mao e tau mena kai tuga e tau polohui po ke tau kili manu ka{ilo, to maeke ke liu fakalua

mai ai ki tua to liu ke folo foki. Fa mahani e lulu ke fakalala mo e nofo ai he tau pu akau mo e tau
magamaga akau tokoluga, po ke nonofo he lau putuputu akau malu.
Haana a leo: Ko e leo tagi he lulu, ko e tama leo tote, nakai logona lahi, ka e fa tagi tumau tuga e

- "schveet, sshveen, schveet..."
Fanauaga: Fa mahani ke kati fata i loto he tau pu akau mo e tau magamaga akau tokoluga mo e tau

kaukau maka he tahi, mo e fanau ai ua ke he lima e fufua he magaaho.
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Feral Fowl

Gallusgallus

Status: Resident, uncommon
Description: The feral fowl is a smaller version of the dome*ic fowl, hens (45 cm) being smaller rhan
cockerels (55 cm). The variery of plumages of the feral birds suggests they occasionally interbreed
with domestic strains that live semi-feral about villages. Cockerels have a prominent red comb and

throat wattles, and an iridescent, multi-coloured pltrmage with the long arching tail uzually dark green;

hens are various shades of buff, brown or black. Chicks are urually fawn or buff with black markiags
to aid camouflage.
Range: These were introduced to many Pacific Islands by early Polynesian colonists from South East

Asia. They are now present on many of the larger islands o{ the south-central Pacific regioq where
they inhabit lowland habirats. The present population on Niue has probably interbred with more
recently introduced domestic strains.
Habits: The feral fowl lives in forest, scrub and bush gardens. It is shy, so more often heard than
seen, and quickly seeks cover when disturbed, usually by nraning, although it can fly srrongly. The
feral fowl feeds mainly on insects, seeds and fruit. Its sturdy feet are used to rake the litter in search

of invenebrates.
Voice: Typical crowing of cocherels and alarm cackles of both sexes are heard occasionally.
Breeding: Nests are hidden under the cover of shrubs, ferns and vines. There are clutches of 6- l0
pale buff eggs. Recently-hatched chickens are seen from September to December. Few chicks survive
to fledge, probably due in pan to predation by feral cats.

Moo voo
Talahauaga: Ko e vahega manulele nofo mau he motu a nai, ka e nakai fa mahani ke kitia fakahanoa
po ke kitia tumau he tau vao.

Hagahaga he tino: Ko e vahega manulele nai, ko e moa vao tino tote (45 e seneti-i1a) ka fakatai atu
ke he tau vahega moa fagai pauaki he tau kaina ke kai. Tote hifo e tino he vahega moa nai, mai he
tino he vahega moa fuata taane huihoe (65 e senetimita). Ko e tau vahega moa vao nai, kua kehekehe

haana a tau lanu he tau fulu, ha kua fe nonofo aki mo e tau vahega moa fagai kaina, ti pa mai ai e tau
moa hafa mo e maeke ke nonofo foki he tau kaina. Ko e tau moa taane kua kula fulufuluola e tau
fulu, pihia foki mo e fefe, pihia mo e lalo kakia mo e falu a vala he tino kua kehekehe e tau lanu he
tau fulu, kupukupu fulufuluola e tau fulu loloa he hiku, mahani ke lanu laukou unoko e tau {ulu.
Ko e tau fulu he tau nroa fifine, kua kehekehe e tau lanu fulufuluola kua ha ha i ai, kaki po ke uli.
Ko e kakano ne kehekehe ai e tau lanu he tau fulu he tau vahega moa vao nai, ke r4aeke ai foki ke
lagomatai aki ke ua kitia mukamuka he falu a manu favale ka tutuli atu ki a ia.
Tau vahega motu ne nofo ai: Ko e vahega moa vao nai, ko e mena tamai fakamua ki Niue mai he
tau motu kehe, ke he vaha kua leva lahi, he nragahala ne kamata o mai ai e tau tagata mai he falu
atumotu he moana Pasifika, mo e nono{o rnau ai i Niue. Ko lautolu haia ko e tau uluaki tagata
Polinesia ne o mai fakamua ke he motu nai, mo e nonofo mau ai. Ne o mai a lautolu ia he tau
atumotu he faahi toga ki uta i Asia. Ko e vaha nai, kua loga lahi e tau vahega moa vao nai ke he tau
atumotu ne tokolalo e tau akau kua tutupu ai. Ko e tau vahega moa vao nai i Niue he vaha nai, kua
lahi ke fenonofo aki mo e tau vahega moa fagai kaina, tuga kua tamai fakamui ki Niue he vaha fakamui
nai.
Tau aga mahani mau: Fa mahani e vahega moil vao nai, ke nonofo mau he tau vao uhi, tau vao
tafaga{aga mo e tau fonua maala. Lahi e hehegi, mo e nakai mukamuka ke kitia ha kua mafiti he hola.
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Mafiti lahi foki ke fakamumuli ka logona ha leo kur kehe po ke kalii. Mafiti he poi, po ke lele mamao
mo e tokoluga ka hola. Fa mahani ke kai moko he vao, tau tega po ke tau fua akau. Mao mo e matila
e tau matahui ke ketu mo e hetu e kelekele ke moua e ha moko mo haana kai.
tlaana a leo: Ko e vahega manulele leo matila, nrua atu ke he tau moa taane ka ko, pihia {oki e tau
moa fifine ka kaka po ke kotoka kaeke ke fanau fufua.
Fanauaga: Fa mahani ke kati fata mo e fakato fufua he tau vao tokanoa, tau poko akau galo, mo e

tau lalo akau malu. Fa mahani foki ke fanau 6- lO e fufua he taha e magahala fanau he moa fifine. Fa
fakapapa e tau fufua he tau atu mahina Seperema lc he mahiqa Tesemo. Nakai fa momoui oti e tau punua
ka oti he fakapapa he fa kai moumou he tau pusi vao po ke tau kuli e tau punua.
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Spotless Crake or Sooty Rail

Potzaatabaads

Status: Resident, rare or possibly extinct
Description: This is a very small black-brown rail (15 cm) with red legs, feet and eyes. It has a

brownish-black back and wings, with the under-pans and tail blackish-grey. The bill is black-green.
Immature birds have white markings on the breast and abdomen.
Renge: The spotless crake or sooty rail is widely distributed throughout the Pacific. The nominate
zubspecies found on Niue, P. t. tabuensis, has also been recorded from Papua New Guiaea, New
Caledonia, New Hebrides, and eastwards to French Polynesia. There have been no confirmed
sightings of the species on Niue since about 1970.
Habits: The spotless crake or sooty rail can be expected in a variety of habitats, from forest, bush
gardens, scrub, fernlands and rank pasture that provides much cover at ground level. The moho is
secretive, remaining in thick cover and so can readily avoid detection. Its size and conspicuous
dangling red legs when forced into flight will assist identification.
Voice: This is a vocal species that produces a variery of squeaks, purrs, crackling scolds and mechanical
clicking. Some calls are similar to those of the veka.
Breeding: Clutches of 3-5 buff-coloured eggs blotched with browl pllkings are laid in a nest on the
ground in thick cover.

Moho
Talahauaga: Ko e vahega manulele nofo mau he motu a nai, ka e nakai loga po kua galo fakahaga
he vaha nai.

Hagahaga he tino: Ko e vahega manulele tino tote a nai (15 s ssnslimilx), ka e kula e tau hui mo e

tau mata. LIli eke ke kaki e tau fulu he rua, mo e tau pekau, ka e efuefu uli e tau fulu he ao, pihia mo
e hiku. Eke ke uli-lanu laukou ehaana a gutu. Ka ko e tau punua ikiiki, eke ke fai ila tea e fuga fatafata,
pihia foki mo e kupu manava.
Tau vahega nrotu ne nofo mau: Mahuiga lahi e vahega manulele nai ke nofo he tau atumotu he Pasifilsa.
Ko e vahega moho nai foki, kua kitia ai i Niue, kua talahau pehe, kua ha ha i ai foki i Niu Kini, Niu
Kaletotia, Vanualu mo e atumotu he faahi ki uta ma i Tahiti. Nakai liu kitia foki e ha manulele pehe
nai i Niue, tali mai he tau 1970.

Tau aga mahani mau: Maeke he vahega manulele nai ke nofo fano ke he ha mena ni kua manako
ki ai, ke k"-ata mai he vao uhi, tau fonua maala, tau vao tafagafaga mo e tau fonua faama kua maluia
ke he tau pupu. Ko e manulele nai, ko e maou hu poko ke he lahi he tau magaaho, mo e nakai fa
mahani ke hau fakahanoa ki fafo mai he mena ne mahani ke hu ai, ti nakai maeke he kitia po ke moua
fakahanoa he ha magaaho. Kua eke haana a tino tote mo e tau hui kula ikiiki ke lagomatai aki a ia he
tau magaaho ka hola ai ke hu, ke ua maeke ke kitia mukamuka ka tutuli po he kumi ki ai.
Haana a leo: Ko e vahega manulele leo tuga e tagata tutala, mo e maeke foki ke kaa mo e kii po ke
takalii fano. Ko e falu a magaaho kua leo e moho tuga e veka.
Fanauaga: Ko e tau fufua he vahega manulele nai, liga lata mo e 3-5 e fufua he taha e magahala fanau,
eke ke kili kaki e tau fufua he toka mai he fata ne fanau ai, mua atu ha kua malu mo e galo e mena
ne toka ai e fata.
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Banded Rail

Rallus philippensis

Status: Residenr, co[rmon
Description: The banded rail is a strikingly coloured, medium-sized rail (25 cm) with a sturdy bill.
The crown, nape and eye stripe are chestnut brown, cootrasting with the grey eyebrow, throat and

upper breast. The feathers of the back and rump are dark brown with a lighter edging and occasional

white spots and barring, panicularly along the flanks. The under-parts are intricately barred black
and white, sometimes with a buff breast-band. The eyes are brown to red, and the bill is brown-pink.
Range: This species is widely distributed, being found on islands in the lodian Ocean, through south-

east Asia, north to the Philippines and south through the Paci{ic to New Zealand. There are many
subspecies, with R, p. goodsoni known from the Samoan islands and Niue.
Habits: The banded rail is seen in or adjacent to areas covered by low scnrb and ferns, in bush and
village gardens, and paddocks. It often forages in the open, ruch as along roads and over lawns and
sports grounds, especially after rain. It is usually seen singularly or in pairs, walking about energetically
with a flicking tail in search of food. If disturbed, it runs off rapidly in a semi-crouched posture, or
flies off with legs daryling. The banded rail is coruidered by locals to be destructive to crops, especially

sweet Potato.
Voice: Harsh grating, croaking and screeching calls are made panicularly when disturbed.
Breeding: The banded rail apparently breeds year-round. h builds a well<onceded nest on the ground
in thick cover and lays 4-6 pale buff eggs marked with red-brown and grey blotches. Black down'
covered young accompany their parents; eggs and young are vulnerable to rat and cat predation.

Veko
Talahauaga: Nofo rnau e vahega manulele nai he motu, mo e fa kitia hololoa he falu a magaaho.

Hagahaga he tino: Ko e vahega manulele tino fulufulu, nakai tino lahi mahaki koa (25 e senetimita),
ka e lahi mo e mao e gutu. Lanu kaki unoko e tau fulu he ulu,lalo kakia mo e vahaloto he tau mata,
ke fakatatai atu aki e tau fulu efuefu he tau tuamata, lalo gutu mo luga he fataJata. Ko e tau fulu he
tua mo e tau matfi hui, kua kaki unoko, ka e nakai unoko lahi e tau fulu i loto, eke foki ke kikila
tea e tau fulu he tau faahi. Ko e tau fulufulu he faahi ki lalo, kua avaava uli mo e tea, ha ha i ai {oki
e tau fulu kikila he ao fatafata. Ka ko e tau fulu he tau mata kua kaki unoko, ka ko e gutu kua ha ha
i ai e tau fulu pakatea - kaki.
Tau vahega motu nc nofo ai: Fa kitia hololoa e vahega manulele nai, ke he loga he tau atumotu,
mo e nofo mau ai foki he tau atumotu he moana Intia, ke hoko atu foki ke he tau atumotu he faahi
toga ki uta ha Asia, Iaahi tokelau mai he arumotu he faahi toga he moana Pasifika, ke hoko atu foki
ki Niu Silani. Ha ha i ai loga foki e taha vahega manulele kua fakahigoa ko e R. p. goodsoni,kraha
ha i ai ke he tau atumotu i Sarnoa lalo, pihia mo Amerika Samoa, mo e motu ko Niue.
Tau aga mahani mau: Kua fa kitia hololoa e vahega manulele aai ke he tau vao tafagafaga mo e tau
ulu mohuku, pihia foki ke he tau vao tata atu ke he tau fonua maala mo e tau fonua toka povi, Fa
rnahani lahi ke nofo he tau kala puhala ke keru mo e hetu moko kelekele mo haana kai, pihia foki
ke he tau fonua huo foou mo e tau liu male taute mena fiafia, ka e mahomo atu he tau magaaho ka
fufu ai e uha. Fa mahani ke kitia ka o takitokotaha po ke felele mo e o taki hoa ua, ma{iti mo e

kamukamu e tau hui he tafepoi fano mo e lue ai na e tau hiku ka tafepoi, pihia foki he tau magaaho
ka ketu mo e hetu ai e kelekele ke kumi mena kai. Kaeke ke logona he vahega manulele nai ha leo kua
kehe mo e matakutakuina, kua poi fakamafiti e tau hui he hola mo e lali ke hu fakaave he taha mena
galo.
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Haana a leo: Matila e leo he vahega manulele nai, ka kii mo e tagi, mua aru he magaaho ka logona
ai e ia e taha leo kua kehe.
Fanauaga: Kua mahani e vahega manulele nai ke fanau he tau magahala oti he tau katoa. Talaga e ia
e fata haana i loto he tau mena galo he vao. Fa fanau e ia 4-6 e fufua he mha e magahala. Kikila tea, kua-
kaki mo e eke ke efuefu e Ianu he haana a tau fufua. Ko e tau punua haana, elce ke uli katoa e tino he
mogo ne tote agaia ai, mo e fa mumr,ri tumau e tau punua he tua he matua ka o fano. Fa moumou he tau
kuli mo e t:ru pusi vao e tau fufua, ti kai foki e falu a punua mo e mamate ai.
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Purple Swamphen

Porphyrio porpbyrio

Status: Resident, uocommon
Description: This large (38 crn), colourful rail is readily identifiable. The back, wings and upper tail feathers

are black, the under-tail is white, and the rest of the plumage is mainly blue-puryle. In contrast, the lont legs

and feet, bill, frontal shidd and eyes are red. Juveniles are less brightly coloured.

Renge: This species ranges from the Mediterranean through eastern Africa, lndia, South East Asia, Papua

Papua New Guinea, Australia, New Zealand and the islands of the western and central Pacific. The
zubspecies, Pp. santoensk exrends from Melanesia to Fiji, Samoa, Tonga and Niue.
Habits: It is mainly found in current and regenerating bush gardens, and usunlly seen singularly or in pain.
The purple swamphen vralls with a slow, hesitant step, Ilicking dre whia under+ail parch consprcuously, but
flies to cover when disnrrbed They a-re omnivores, eating birds' eggs and young, lizarrds, crabs, insects, slugs,

snails, spiders, worms, seeds, fruit, shoots and starchy roots. The pqple swamphen are regarded as a pest

in taro gardens.

Voice: It is most vocal at dawn and dusk, giving loud harsh screams and cackles.

Breeding: These birds probably nest during mudr of the dry season (April-November). A bulky sedge or
griss nest is built on the grcund, usually in thick vegetation. Three or four bu{f-green eggs blotched with
red-brown and puqple-grey markings are common; chicks are covered in black down.

Kole
Talahauaga: Ko e vahega manulele nofo mau he motu a nai, ka e nakai fa mahani ke kitia tumau.
Hagahaga he tino: Ko e vahega manulele tino lahi a nai, (38 e senetimita). Fulufuluola e tau lanu
kehekehe he tau fulu he haana a tino, mo e kitia mukamuka he tau magaaho ka kitia ai e manulele
nai. Uli e tau fulu he patu tua, tau pekau, pihia mo e vala ki luga he hiku, ka e tea e tau fulu he lalo
hiku, lanu fapogi e tau fulu he tino katoa. Maeke ke kitia mitaki foki e tau hui haana ne loloa, pihia
moegutu,hahaiaifokieval:rimuaheEutumoeihumoetaumata,kuakulakatoa.Koehaana
a tau punua, kua nakai fulufuluola e kikila he tau fulu, ke tuga he magaaho ka lahi ai.

Tau vahega motu ne nofo ai: Fa kitia mau e vahega manulele nai, ke kamata mai he tau alunotu
he tahi Mediterranean, ke hoko atu he he faahi uta i Aferika, Initia mo e faahi toga ki uta ha Asia,
Niu kini, Ausetalia, Niu Siluri mo e tau arumotu he faahi lalo mo e lotouho he moana Pasifika. Kae
ha ha i ai foki taha vahega kale kua frrkahigoa ko e P. p. samoensis, kua maeke ke kitia mau he tatr
alumotu Melanesia ke hoko atu ki Fiti, Samoa, Tonga mo Niue.
Tau aga mahani mau: Fa kitia hololoa e vahega manulele nai ke he tau fonua maala foou he tau vao.

Mahani foki ke o takitokotaha po he o takitokoua po ke taki hoa ua. Fakatuai haana a tau laka ka fano
mo e nakai fai fakatepetepe, ka e lue tumau e tau fulu tea he hiku ka fano. Ka e kaeke hua logona
fakatepe e ia e ha leo kua kehe, kua mukamuka i a ia ke oho fakatepe rno e poi fakamafiti e tau hui
mo e lali ke hu fahaave he taha mena galo. Ko e kale ko e mena ltai fakahanoa a ia he ha mena kua
moua. Fa mahani foki ke kai e tau fufua po ke tau punua ikiiki he falu a manulele. Kai foki e tau
mokotaliga, tau kalahimu, tau kufani, tau moko ikiiki he fonua, tau tega akau, tau fua akau, tau
hulihuli akau mo e tau fua he fonua! tuga e tau talo mo e tau kaufi. Ko e kale ko e manulele fakilavelave
lahi ke he tau tagata gahua fonua, mua atu ke he tau tagata gahua maala talo.
Haana a leo: Fa nrahani e vahega manulele nai ko e kale ke kaa fakaleo lahi mo e tagi he tau magaaho

pogipogi pouli mo e tau magaaho afiafi pouli.
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Purple Swamphen

Fanauaga: Liga fa kati fata e vahega manulele nai mo e {anafanau fufua ke he tau magahala magomago

mo e mo ai e fonua (Apelila-Novema). Ko e tau fata, kua fa taute aki e rau pupu mo e tau laukou
mo e tau la akau ikiiki i loto he tau mena galo, mua atu ke he tau vao vihi. Ha ha i ai tolu po ke fa
e fufua lanu laukou e kili, ka e efuefu fapogi mo e kula kikila e fdu a vala he fufua, ka fanau he taha
e magahala. Ko e tau punua ikiiki, kua uli oti e tino.
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Long-tailed Cuckoo

Eudynamis taitensis

Status: Migrant, rulcommon
Description: Thrs species is a long-tailed, slender bird (40 cm). The upper pans and tail are dark brown,
barred with rufous. There are white spots and blotches over the wings, back and head, including white
stripes above and below the eyes. The under-parts are white with black and brown streaks. The bill
is strong, downcurved at the tip and brown. Young bir& have lots of white spots over the upper parts,

including the tail, with the under pans more buff than white.
Range: The long-tailed cuckoo breeds in New Zealand, and then migrates to many islands of the
South V/est Pacific. Most cuckoos arrive on the islands from March to April and leave in September
to October. A few birds remain on the Pacific islands in sufirmer.
Habits: It is a regular winter visitor to Niue, but only in small numbers. Beiag solitary and secretive,

living mainly in the canopy of mature forest, it is rarely seen, The long-tailed cuckoo has a strong
flapping flight on short, pointed wings and a Iong tail. It has a varied diet, including insects, lizards,
and birds eggs and nestlings.
Voice: A harsh, long, drawn-out screech, with a rising inflection is heard.

Kalue
Talahauaga: Ko e kalue, ko e vahega manulele nofo mau he motu, ka e nakai maeke ke kitia
fakahanoa.

Hagahaga he tino: Ko e vahega manulele nai, ko e rnanu lele hiku loa, mo e tino tote (40 e
5gns1imi11). Kaki unoko e tau fulu he vala ki luga he tino, pihia rno e hiku, kilakila mo e nikiniki.
Fai ilaila tea i luga he tau pekau, tua mo e ulu, ha ha i ai foki falu a ava tea i luga mo lalo he tau mata.
Tea e tau fulu he ao, ka e eke foki falu a firlu ke uli mo e kaki. Mao e gutu mo e keu alokohu hifo
ki ldo ke he matahiku mo e kaki. Ha ha i ai ke he tau punua ikiiki loga e tau fulu ilaila tea he vala
ki luga he tino, pihia foki mo e hiku, ka koe tau fulu he ao, kua lahi ke melo ago ka e nakai tea karoa.
Tau vahega motu ne nofo ai: Ko e mena fanau e kalue i Niu Silani, ka e kahoko ke lalahi kua tuku
fenoga atu ai ke he tau atumotu he faahi toga-kilalo mai he moana Pasifika ke nonofo ai. Ko e loga
he tau vahega manulele nai, kua o mai ke he tau atumoru he Pasifika he tau atu mahina Mati-Apelila,
ka e liliu ke he mena ne o mai ai he aru mahina Sepetema-Oketopa. Ko e nonofo hifo ni e falu he
tau vahega manulele nai he tau atumotu he Pasifika he magahala mafana.
Tau aga mahani maur Ko e vahega manulele nai, kua fa mahani ke tuku fenoga mai ki Niue he
magahala makalili, ka e na gahoa lahi e tau kalue ka o mai pihia he taha e magaaho. Ko e mahani hu
poko mo e nofo hokoia he tau mena galo e vahega manulele nai, kua mahani ni e kalue ke nofo nrmau
he haana a ofaga ke he tau vao uhi, mo e nakai maeke ke kitia fakahanoa ai ke he ha magaaho. Ko e

magaaho ka lele ai e kalue, kua logona maali e kapukapu he haana a tau pekau kul.u mo e matila, ka
e loa e hiku. Ha ha i ai loga lahi haana a tau meDa kai, mua atu ke he tau moko kelekele, tau
mokotaliga, tau fufua manu mo e tau fata manu.
Flaana a leo: Ko e vahega manulele nai, fa mahani ke kaa faka leo lahi mo e totoho fakaloa mahaki,
mo e logona lahi.
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Longtailed Cuckoo
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Duck species

Anas sp.

Status: Vagrant, unconfirmed recorrCs

Description: The most likely species to be seen on Niue is the grey duck (,4. supe,rciliasa). A large
duck (48 cm), its dark brown feathering has an indistinct scaling. The paler head has a conspicuous
bla& eyestripe berween two white stripes. Each wing has a bright iridescent green speculum, the legs

and feer are orange, asd the bill dark grey. In flight, white under-wing patches become evident.
Range: The grey duck is widely distributed in the South Pacilic, including Fiii, Samoa, Tonga and
the Cook lslands, although uowhere common.
Habits: It inhabits streams, ponds, paddocks, taro patches and reefs, usually in pairs or small flochs.
This duck feeds mainly on invertebrares and vegetable matter (seeds and leaves). It has a swift flight
maintained by continual, rapid and shallow wing beats.

Voice: It has a rypicrl nasal guack, often given in flight.

Tou vohego pcto
Talahauagar Ko e vahega manulele fano holo a nai, mo e nakai nofo mau he taha e motu.
Hagahaga he tino: Ko e vahega oato kua fa kitia ai i Niue, ko e vahega patr.r uli, kua fakahigoa ko
e pato Pasi{ika, ka e maeke foki ke efuefu e tau ftrlu haana (r{. superciliosa). Ko e pato tino lahi (48

esenetimita),koelanuhehaanaataufulukuakaLiunokomoehahaiaifokiefaluafuluiloto
he tino kua nakai kitia nritaki. Ko e vala he ulu, kua ha ha i ai e .lu fulu uli ke he tau ava mata, ke
he vahaloto ha na iva tea ne ua. Igatia e tau pekau rno e tau fulu kikila tuga e tau lanu he tagaloa, kae
ago fuamoli e tau hui mo e tau lapalapa hui, ka e efuefu unoko e gutu. He nagaaho ka lele ai, kua
kitia miraki e tru fulu tea he lau lalo pekau.
Tau vahega motu ne nofo ai: Ko e vahega pato efuefu, kua ha ha i ai ke he tau motu oti he Pasifika,
ke aofia ai a Fiti, Samoa, Togg4, Aru Kuki Aelar',i. Ka e pete ia, kua nakai fai 4r'metu kua loga lahi
ki ai e vahega pato nai.
Tau aga mahani mau: Fr mahani c vahega pato rrai ke nofo he tau mata vaitafe, tau loloto vai mo
e tau faama povi, tau maala talo mo e tau uluulu i tahi. Fa mahani ke nonofo taki hoa ua, po ke
nonofo fakaputuputu auloa. Ko e vahega manulele nai, kua mahani lce kai he tau moko kelekele mo
e tau vesetapolo kehekehe (tau tega mo e tau lau). Maeke foki ke lele mafiti mo e lele mamao foki,
mo e logona e kapuhapu he tau pekau he tau magaaho ka lele ai i luga he pulagi.
Fleana a leo: Fa mahani ke fakaleo mai hala pu ihu ka tagi 'kueke kueke' mua atu he maagaho ka lele
ai.
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Shorebirds

Bristle-thighed Curlew

Numenius tahitiensis

Status: Migrant, unconlmon
Description: This large shorebird (45 cm), gets its European name from having the shafts of its thigh
feathers lengthened into white bristles, which are visible only at close quarters. The kiu-vouvou has
two broad, dark brown stripes on the crown seprrated by a central light buff $ripe, a Iight buff
eyebrow stripe, and a narrow dark brown eyestripe. The upper pans are dark brown, strongly marked
with rufous buff spots and blotches, and the tail is light rufous buff, barred dark brown-black. The
sides of the head, neck, lower thrort, foreneck and upper breast are pale rufous buff, srreaked dark
brown. The chin, upper throat and belly are whitish. The bill is long urd downcurved, being pinkish-
brown, grading to dark grey towards the tip. 'Ihe legs are light bluish-grey.
Range: This shorebird breeds on the tundra of nonhern Alaska, and winters on Pacific islands, being
comrnon on the north-west Hawaiian Islands ornd those of eastern Micronesia and south-east
Polynesia, Recent evidence indicates rhat sonre kiu-vouvou become {lightless during the non-breeding
season and therefore :rre very vulnerable to predation by cats, dogs and pigs. As a result, kiu-vouvou
seem to be more nurnerous on predator-{ree islands and atolls.
Habits: The bristle-thighed curlew prefers to forage over sand bars and mudflats, but occasiona.lly
does so over shon grass, coral beaches and reefs. [t uses its long bill to probe into mud and crevices
to find molluscs, worms and crabs.
Voice : Its call is distinctive, being a drawn out whistle of pi-ow or weoo-weet, ofren given in flight.

Kiu vouvou
Talahauaga: Ko e taha a nai he tau valega manulele faifano mai he taha motu ke he taha morq kr e nakai
mukamuka ke kitia fakah:uroa.

Hagahaga he tino: Ko e vahega manulele dno l.rhi a nai (45 e senetimita) ne rnoua mai e higoa faka-p.:rlagi
he vahega manulele nai mai he tau ka hui he nrirnulele na.i, ha hra tutupu ai e tau fulu tea loloa mo e eke
ke fotofoto, ka e maeke hokoia ke kit.ia mitaki ka ono tirta atu ki ai. Ha ha i ai foki ke he vahega nranulete
nai, ko e kiu vouvou, ua e ivir/avrrava lalahi - kaki unoko e tau fulu i luga he ulu, ka vevehe kehe rki e iva,/
avaava {ulu kikila e vahaloto mo e iva,/avaava fulu kikila foki e tau tuarnata, mo e ha ha i ai foki e ival
avaava kaki - unoko e tiru avarrrata. Ko e tau fr:lu kaki unoko ne turupu he vala ki luga he ulu, kua ftrupu
ai foki e tau {ulu ilaila mo e kikila. Fai ila kikila foki e tau fulu he hiku mo e tau fulu avaava kaki-unoko-
uli. Ka e tea oti e tau fulu he talo guru mo e makoku hifo ki lalo e guru, eke ke pakatea kaki, mo e efuefu
unoko foki e tau fulu he vala ne hilo ke he hiku. Efuefulanu tahi, eke ke kikila e tau hui.
Tau vahega motu ne nofo ai: Ko e vahega manulele nai, fa mahani ke nofo mo e fanau ai he tau valamotu
takalekale noa he motu ko Alaska tokelau, krr e hola mai ke he tau arumotu nafura he moana Pmifika he
vaha makalili, mua atr,r ke he tau atumotu he faahi tokelau ki lalo ha Hrrwa.ii mo e rau arwnoru he faahi
toga ki uta he tau atumotu Polinesia. Ha ha i ai e taha talahauaga iloa foou, ko e vahega manulele nai ko
e kiu vouvou, ko e menir nakai maeke ke lele fano ai he magahala ka nakai fanau fufua ai mo e ko e kakano
foki haia ati maeke ai ke moua he tau manu huifa ruga e tau pusi vao, tau hrli mo e tau puaka. Ko e kakano
foki haia ati tupu tolotologa ai e tau kiu vouvou he tau arumotu rokolalo mai he uhi, ha ko e mena nakai
fai vahega manu huifa pihia kua nonofo ai.
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Bristle-thighed curlew in non-breeding plumage.
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Tau aga mahani mau: Kua mahani e vahega maoulele nai, ko e kiu vouvou ke kurni mena kai he tau
mataoneone mo e tau pelapela, L:a e maeke foki ke lele anr ke he tau ulu pupu lnra toka ai e tau puke pelapela,
tau mataafaga mo e tau kaukau rahi ke lrumi mena kai ai foki. Maeke ke fakaaoga he kiu vouvou haana
a guru loa mo e makoku hifo ki lalo ke keli mo e aku aki e tau pelapela mo e reu ava maka ke maeke ai
ke moua hake mai i ai e tau manu momoui he tahi, pfia mo e tau uaga rno e tau moko he kelekele, mua
atu ke he tau puke pelapela.
Haana a leo: Kua maeke ke logona mahino e leo he vahega manulele nai lta tagi, tatai mo e leo mafu - "pi-
ow" "po ke wee-oo-weet", mua atu he rau magaaho ka kamata ai ke lele kehe mai he mena o. tn ni.

t
B
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Pacific Golden Plover

Iluaialhdoniniu

Status: Migrant, common
Description; This is a slender, medium-sized plover (23 cm). The pacific golden plover has long oli.re-

grey to dark grey legs, a short black bill, rrnd a distinct white stripe across the forehead and above

the eye. Its plrrmage varies from fr.rll breeding, to inrermediate and non-breeding. Non-breeding birds

are mortled buff underneeth, rnd d'rrk brown rnottled with nrsset, buff and black cn their upper
pans. Intermediate-plumaged birds. those that :rrc moulting into or out of breeding piumage, have

a golden tinge over the upper parts, ,rnd occ,rsion,rl blirck feathers on the brelst and belly. In full
breeding plum;rge, thc under-pans .rre black and the upper parts are nrottled buf{, brow'n, black and

gold. Most pacific golden plover on Niue arc in non-breeding or intennedinte plurnages.
Range: The pacific golden plover wrnters (September-April) in southern and South \ilflest Asia, Papua

New Guinea, Australia, New Zealand and on islirnds throughout the western and centrai PaciIic.
Habits: Although a migftult, this plover is present on Niue year-round, but fewer are present from May
to August when adrdts are nesting in Siberialnd wesrern Alaska. Pacific goldenplover are two years old
beforedrey migrate north to breed. By day prcific golden ploverforage mainly overlawns such as village

greens, school grounds and sports fields, but .rlso on roads, taro galdens and exposed reefs. Foraging involves

n-urring a few paces, stopping, standing uprighr, sn"rtching an itenr and then rururing again. Some buds esurblish

foragingterritories, c.rllhg;rt andch.rsingotirerprrcific golden ploverrhrttrarugressdre.irpatch. Pacfic golden

plover elr a variety of anim'al foods, eqpecially insccts irnd their larvae. Roosting flocls {omr in the afumoon.

eqpecially on the airpon nlrxay. All prcilic golclen ploren rbandondreirterritories at night,llockingogether
to roost at co,rstal sites.

Voice: A loud, whistled tooeet lnd klen,-wee, olten uttered on take-off or several times during
territorial dispures.

Kiu
Talahauagal Ko e vahega manulele frrifano po ke firno holo a nai, ka e maeke ke kitia hololoa he ha

magaaho.

Hagahagn he tino: Ko e hiu, ko e va.hega manulele tino tote mo e pipili (23 e senelimita), Ko e tau hui,
kurlanuefuefuolivemoeekekeeftrefuunoko,kaekuegutunroeulifoki,kaehahaiaieavateakua
kitia mmli he nrnrale, nro e i luga he rau mata. Ko e haura a t.ino katoa ku;r kehe fahahaga e lanu he tau fulu
ka kamata ke lali po ke motua mo e maeke ke f,urru lufua he vaha ka lahi ai. Kua kehe foki e lanu he tau
ftrlu he valrega manulele nai ko e kiu, he magir:rho ka frrata ai mo e to hoko e rnagahala ke fanau fufua ai.

Ko e vahega kiu kua nakai la hokotia e motua, kua ilailr e t:ru fulu he ao mo e kald unoko mo e eke ke

ago kaki nro e uli e tau fulu i luga. Ko e tru vahega kiu Iuata, kua ha i ai e tau fulu he fugir fata{ata mo e

rnanava! kur kikila aulo e tau fulu he vala ke he ulu, mo e fa mahani ke uli falu a ftilu he tino. Ka ko e tau
vahega kiu kua hatoatoa e lahi po ke rnotua he tino, kua uli e ao mo e ilaila kaki e tau fulu he vala ki luga

he uhr, uli mo e ldkila aulo foiri e falu a fulu. Ko e loga he tlu vahega m'anulele nai, kua ha lra i ai e rau vahega

nakai maeke ke liu {'anau fufua foki, tugir e tiru kiu vahaloto.

Tau vahega motu ne nofo ai: Ko e vahega manulelc nai, kua nofo he vaha makalili (Sepetemr-Apelila)

he tau anrmotu he faahi ki toga ki lalo ha Asia, Niu Kini, Ausetalia, Niu Silani, pihin foki nro e tau atumotu
he faahi lalo mo e lotouho he moana Pasifike.

Tau aga mahani mau: Pete ni ko e vahega rnanulele nai ko e kiu ko e vahega manulele fa faifano ke he

falu a motu, ka kua kida hololoa foki i Niue he tau magahala oti he tau krtoa. Ka e pete ia, kua g'ahoa e

kiu ka kitia i Niue he tau atu mahina hl Me-Aokuso, lra ko e magahala haia ka oaru pauaki ai e tau kiu
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Pacific golden plover in non-breeding plumage.

Pacific golden plover in breeding phase.
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Pacific golden plover in moult.
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monlorui ke liu f:ur,rfanru fufua ai ke he rnoru ko Siberia mo e faahi lalo he nrotu ko Alaska' Ko e kato,r

la e ua e tau he nroui ai e kiu, ro m,reke iaia ke lele rru ke he {aahi tokelau he lalolagi ke fanau ai. Ko e ma}uuri

he ldu ke lele atrr ka aho ke he riru loto male, tau fonua iloga mo e tau fonua tatrte mena fakafiafia ke heru

nro e kumi men;r kri, tug,i e riru moko kelekele. M,reke ke kitia foki ke he tau tapa puhala tu. tau fonua

maal;r tirlo mo e rru rahi rokanor, ke kumi rueua kai ai foki. Fa mahani foki e kiu ka finatu ke kumi krri,

ke hifo mo e tu ai he kelekele, ti poipoi ke he ua po ke tolu e laka, ti tu :ri fakahako tika ki lug,r, maeke ai

ke puku he guru e ha mena kai k,r moua, nro e liu ke poi foki. Ha ha i ai e falu n kiu kurr fa oaru hokoia

ke ire taha ni e nratakirvi he tru aho cti ke kumi rnena kai ai. Ti fa fr:lukovi foki a lautolu ke lte fdu 
'r 

kiu
kehe ka orrnr rno e kr,uni mena kai ai foki ke he rau rnatakavi kur [a nrahani ke oatu a lautolu ki ai {akamu,l

Ko e kiu ko e merra mireke foki ki a lautolu ke kai e t:ru mena kai he tau manu huifa, mua aru ke he tiru

moko kelekele rno e tau uag:l. Fa mahffri foki e tau kitr ke nonofo auloa po ke non ofo fuhifuhi he tau

magarrho pale la, tugr kua fa kitia nrau ke he mde vrkalele he tau aho oti. Ka e toka he tau kiu ha lautolu

a tau nonofoaga ia ka ahc. ha e oatu ai ka pouli ke nonofo fakal:rtaha ke he tau kaukau t,rhi.

Haana a leo: Ko e kiu ko e vilrega miurulele leo nrirtila ka kii po ke kiliisi, mur atu he rau magaaho ka

kamata ai ke lele hr*.c nai he kelekele, pihia foki he f.rlu .r magaaho kaeke ku"r nakei fialia ai po ke fr-rlukovi

ke he falu a kiu.
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Turnstone

Am?fiiainterry

Status: Migrant, uncommon
Description: This is a small (23 cm) stocky, short-necked and shon-legged shorebird. ln non-breeding
plumage, the upper pans are mottled black and redbrown, the chin and under-pans white, and there
is a black breast band. The breeding plumage is the same pattern, but more strikingly coloured black,
mfous and white. The shon pointed bill is black and the legs orange. In flight turnstones show a

distinctive double white wing bar, white rump and white tail with two subterminal black bars.
Range: The turnstone breeds along the arctic coasts, and in the non-breeding season (August-May)
is circumtropical in distribution, being widespread and fairly common in the tropical Pacific. A few
remain all year at its wintering grounds, rhese birds probably being immarures.
Habits: It is usually present singularly or small flocks, often in associetion with kiu. It forages
energetically by constantly walking, probing and rurning over stones and debris. It has been seen
foraging on the Niue Sports Club grounds and reefs, and roosting with kiu on the airpon nrnway.
Voice: A twittering kitititit on taking flight is usual, along with a more melodious kewk, kee-oo or
kuiti once in flight.

Fulimoko
Talahauaga:Ko e taha a nai he tau vahega manulele kua fa mahani ke faifano ai mai he taha motu
ke he taha motu. Nakai mukamuka foki e vahega manulele nai ke kitia fakahanoa.
Hagahaga he tino: Ko e vahega manulele tino tore a nai (23 e senetimira). Ko e manulele hui kuku,
ti ku foki e kakia, fa mahani ke nofo he tahi. Ko e taha he tau vahega manulele pehe nai, kua nakai
maeke ke fanau fufua, ko e vala ki luga he tino kua ilaila uli e tau fulu mo e kula-kaki foki e falu a
fulu, ka e fulu tea e lalo kumukumu, pihia mo e ao, ka e fulu uli e kupu manava. Ka ko e vahega he
tau manulele nai ne maeke ke fanau fufua, kua tatai ni e tau fulu he tino mo e vahega nakai fanau fufua,
ka e kehe ni ha kua loga lahi e tau fulu uli kikila mo e tau fulu melotea kua ha ha i ai. tli e gutu mo
e ku foki, ka e lanu fuamoli e tau hui. He magaaho ka lele ai e vahega manulele nai, kua maeke ke
kitia mahino e tau f-ulu tea he tau pekau, p.ihia mo e tau fr.rlu rea he tau matafu hui, mo e rau fulu tea
foki he hiku mo e falu a fulu uli foki kua ha i ai he vala ke he hiku.
Tau vahega motu ne nofo ai: Ko e vahega manulele nai, kua fanafanau ai ke he tau kaukau tahi, tata
aru ke he Pole Tokelau, ti ko e tau magahala ka nakai fanau fufua ai (Aokuso-Me), kua maeke he vahega
manu nai, ke lele viko takai ke he tau arumoru mafana he moana Pasifika. Ka e nonofo hi{o ni e falu
he tau vahega manulele nai he tau mesa ne fanafanau ai, mo e nakai e lt.h.6e ha magaaho he tau katoa.
Liga ko e tau punua mo e tau manulele ikiiki a ia ne nakai o kehe mai he tau mena ne fanau ai.
Tau aga mahani mau: Fa mahani e vahega manulele nai ke o rakitokotaha, po ke o fuhifuhi, ka e
nakai maeke ke tokologa lahi he taha e magaaho. Fa mahani foki ke o fakalataha mo e rau kiu. Maeke
he vahega manulele nai ke lele hifo ke tu he kelekele ke kumi mena kai, to liu ke lele hake. Maeke
foki ke fano hui mo e fakaaoga e malolo haana ke fuli aki e tau maka mo e rau patu akau ke kumi
moko ke kai. Fa kitia foki e vahega manulele nai ke he male ta polo tea i Fonuakua mo e tau tahi i
Niue. Fa nonofo fakalataha foki mo e tau kiu he tapa male vakalele.
Haana a leo: Ko e vahega manulele tagi kiliisi he magaaho ka kamata lele hake ai ki luga mai he
kelekele. Fa tagi mahofi foki kaeke ke logona he magaaho ka kamata ke liu lele hake mai he kelekele.
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Turnstone in non-breeding plumage.
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WanderingTattler

Tringa incana

Status: Migrant, cornmon
Dacription: The wanderhg tatrler is a medium+ized (28 crn), dark grey shorebird with a long straight black

U;tt anJ dutt yellow legs. In non-breeding plurnage its upper parts are dark grey with a whitish eyebrow srripe

extending to the bilLd a dark eye stripe beneath it. The foreneck, breast and sides of the body are pde

grey, witf, the rest of the under-pans white. In breeding plumage, the throat, sides of the head and neck

become heavily streaked and the rest o{ the under-pans heavily barred dark grey.

R.nge: Thewanderingtartler breeds innorth-eastem Siberia, Alaska and nonh-westem Canad4 migrating

to the tropics for the nonhern winter. It is widespread and commoa throughout the tropical PaciIic,

particulariy on the islands in the westem and central Pacific. The species is present in Polynesia throughout

ih. y.", because immaures remain behind when the adults migrare norrh to breed.

Habits: The wandering tatder on Niue frequents rocky shordines and reefs, but has occasionally been seen

fonrging over the Niue Sports Club grounds. At low tide kiu-tahi forage solitarily, vigorously chasing away

others that venrure into their patches. They lunt by pickilg and probing, taking small fish and inrcnebrarcs.

They have a hunched posture, often bob their tails, and run about searching and to evrde waves. During

high tide they roost oo rock shelves and outcrops just out of reach of the tide'

Voice: A disturct, clelr trill, is often repeated, sounding like oulili.

Kiu tohi
Talahauaga: Ko e raha a nai he tau vahega nranulele faifano mai he taha moru ke he taha motu, mo

e Ia mahani ke kitia hololoa foki i Niue nai.

Hagahaga he tino: Ko e kiu tahi, ko e taha vahega manulele nofo mau he tahi, tino vahaloto (28 e

senJtimiia) he loa, hakotika mo e uli e gutu, ka e ago melomelo rrli e tau hui. He magahala ka nakai

fanau fufua ai e vahega manulele nai, kua efuefu unoko e tau fulu he vala ki luga he ulu, ka e tea e

tau fulu he tau ruamata mo e avaava e vala ne tutaki atu kehe gutu, ka e avaava unoko e tau fulu he

vala ne tutaki atu ke he tau lalo mata. Efuefu mama e tau fulu i luga he fuga kakia, fatafata mo e tau

faahi ne ua he tino, ka e tea e tau fulu he tau vala oti ne toe he ao. Ko e magahala ka fanau fufua ai

e vahega manulele nai, kua avaava katoa e tau fulu he lalo kakia, ka e avaava e tau faahi ne ua he ulu
mo e kakia, ka e avaava efuefu trnoko e tau fulu he tau vala oti ne toe agaia he ao.

Tau vahega motu ne nofo ai: Ko e vahega nranulele kua fakahigoa ko e kiu mhi, kua fanau fufua

ai he faahi tokelau-ki-uta ha Siberia, Alaska mo e tau atumotu he faahi tokelau-ld-lalo ha Kanata. Kua

tuku fenoga mai ke he tau atumotu nrafana he moana Pasifika, mua atu ke he tau atumotu he faahi

lalo mo e lotouho he moana Pasilika. Ha ha i ai foki e vahega manulele nai he vaha nai ke he atumotu

Polinesia, ha ko e mena nonofo hifo ni e tau putrua foou, kaeke ke liliu atu e tau vahega manulele'

lalahi ke he tau atumotu makalili he faahi tokelau he lalolagi ke fanafanau ai.

Tau aga mahani mau: I Niue, ko.e kiu tahi ko e vahega manulele kua fa mahani ke nofo mau ke

he tau kaukau tahi tule mo e lau matafeutu tokoluga, ka e fa kitia lavea he falu a magahala ke he male

taute mena fakafiafia i Fonuakula, ha ne ketu mo e kumi moko kelekele ke kai. Ko e tau magaaho

ka pakupaku ai e tahi, kua maeke foki he kiu tahi ke {inatu ke he tofia ke kumi kai mai i ai, ti fa

mahani ke fulukovi lahi mo e rutuli kehe e falu a manulele kehekehe kaeke kua oatu foki ke kumi

kai he maga tahi taha ia ni. Ko e puhala kumi kai kua fa nrahani ki ai e kiu tahi, ke ketu mo e taofi
ai e tau ika ihiiki m<.: e tau nranu nromoui ke kai. Ko e tino he vahega manulele nai, ko e mena makoku

ki kelekele e rua, ti fa lagaki hake e ia haana a hiku ki luga he magaaho ka lele fano ai ke kumi kai he
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Wandering tattler in non-breeding plurnage.

{

fuga he tofia. Maeke foki he kiu tahi ke uku hilo ki lalo he tau peau ke kunni meqa kai. Ka ko c tau

magaaho La hokohoko ai e tahi, Lua maeke he vahega manulele nai ke nonofo fakalataha i luga he

tau fuga patuo, pihia mo e tau lala akau tokoluga kua tokoluga mai he puke tahi.
Haane a leo: Ko e kiu tahi, ko e vahega manllele leo lahi ka ugi /kaa-kn. Maeke ke logo4a taogo

mamao e hanoa a leo, ti fa fatiaki tumau haana a leo tagi he tau magaaho ka tagi ai.
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Pacific Reef-Heron

Egretta sacra

Status: Vagnnt, unconfirmed recoriJs

Description: This is a medium-sized heron (58 cm). h has three colour phases: slate grey wirh white chin,
darkgrey bill andgreen-yellow legs; white with yellow bill andyellowgreenlegs; andwhftevariablymorded
with slate grey. Characteristic features are its large bill, shon legs andhunchedposnrre.
Range: The pacific reef-heron is foturd in South Eas Asia, nonh toJapan, the south-westem Pacilic and
south to coastal Australia and Nev'Zealand.
Habits: It has a sloq ponderous flight with the neck withdrawn on to the body. On Niue it would be

expected to forage over exposed reefs and shoreline. Fish and crustacea are caught after a careful stalk,
followed by a quicklunge of the head and neck. It wiil sometimes run after prey through shallow water
and roosts on isolated rocks. headlands or in trees.

Voice This birrd is usually silent.

l/lof uku
Talahauaga: Ko e vahega manulele fano holo mo e nakai nofo mau he ha motu.
Hagahaga he tino: Nakai lahi mahaki e tino he vahega manulele nai (58 e senetimita). Ha ha i ai tolu
e lanu he tau fulu he haana a tino - efuefu tuga e rnaka tohitohi e lalo kakia, efuefu moko e guru, mo
e lanu lauhou ato e tau hui, nraeke foki ke tea mo e ago e Butu, po ke ago lanu laukou e tau hui, ka
ko e falu he tau vahega manulele nai, kua tea oti e tino mo e kehekehe foki e tau lanu, eke ke kikila
e tau fulu he falu a vala he tino, mo e efuefu tuga e makatohitohi. Kitia maali haana a gutu he lahi.
Kuku e tau hui, mo e makoku ki kelelcele e tino.
Tau vahega motu ne nonofo ai: Kua fa kiria hololoa e vahega manulele pehe nai, ko e nrotuku ke
he faahi toga ki uta i Asia, faahi tokelau mai i Iapana po ko Sapani; pihia foki mo e tau atumotu he
faahi toga ki lalo he moana Pasifika mo e faahi toga he tau kaukau tahi ha Ausetalia mo Niu Silani.
Tau aga mahani mau: Fa mahani ke lele totonu nro e fakaloa e kakia ki luga he falu a magaaho i Niue,
hua fa mahani e manulele nai ke kitia tumau ha ne lele fano he faahi ki tahi, mua atu ke he tau kaukau
tahi. Maeke he vahega manulele nai ke moua falu a ika po ke tau manu momoui he tahi ke eke mo
haana kai, ka fakaloa fakaeneene e haana a ulu mo e uku hifo ki loto he puke tahi, ci ka moua ha ika,
kua ketu hake fakaave e haana a ulu mo e kakia ki luga. Maeke foki he falu a magaaho ke tau tutuli
fano ke mour falu a ika, kaeke kua pakupaku po ke maha e rahi. Maeke foki he vahega manulele nai,
ke nofo fakapiki atu ke he tarr kaukau patuo tokanoa, pihia ke he tau matahoe he motu po ke tau akau,
Haana a leo: Nakai fa mahani e vahega manulele nai ke fai leo ka logona ai.
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Pacific reef heron in grey colour phase.
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Seabirds

CommonNoddy

Awssolidw

Status: Resident, common
Description: This is a mediumsized p8 crn), dark brown tem-like bird with a long waJgesbaped t4' oftP

t 
".rrir,g ".*,rA 

notch. The wing ani tail tips are blackish. The forehead and crown are greyish-white, the

long, iin. bill is black, and the legs and feet rre dark olive-brown'

RaftrTh..o*-on noddy iswidelydistributedtluoughout tJretropical Atlanut,Indian andPacfic oceans,

*d jirpro., ou". zubtropical sear. it is n co-*on species of the south-central Pacific, br€eding on islands

of the Fijian, Sarnoan and Tongan grotrps.

Habits: The common noddy isL oieanic bird which visits land to roost and nest. h flies with steady wing-

beats, and occasionally so"rs. It hovers over the sea and makes shallow plunges to seize prey zuch as fish

and squid.

Voice It makes a harsh, repetitive call sounding like kar-r-r-r-rk'

Breeding: The .o*-on o-ddy ,r.sts io tr.., orr-Niue Island, building a bulky nest of twigs. A single buff-

.olo,rr.i.gg *ith dark brown blotches is laid. The extent of the breeding season on Niue is unknoq'n'

Gogo
T"Lh".rag", Ko e vahega manulele nofo tunau he motu a nai, mo e maeke ke kitia hololoa ke he

falu a magaaho.

Hagahaga he tino: Ko e vahega manulele tino vahaloto a nai (38 e senetimita), kaki unoko e tau fulu

he tirro, .k. k. t"t"i mo e falui manulele tahi, ka e loloa e tau fulu he matale mo e i luga he ulu, uli

e gutu mo e loa, ka e kaki lau olive unoko e tau hui mo e lau lapdapa hui'

Tio 
"ga 

mahani mau: Ko e vahega manulele oai, ko e manulele kua fa mahani ke totou fakalaraha

',,o " 
i.o vahega manulelr he ,noa]ra hokulo. Ko e tau vahcga manulele nai ne fa lele mai ki luga he

motu, ke ,rrrrr-*o e okioki ai ki luga he tau tapunu akau, mo e kati fata ai foki' Fa mahani ke lele

fano mo e tau pekau kua {akaleleva Lo e fakapaagi fano he pulagi ke he {alu a magaaho. Fa felele hifo

taha ke he kili tahi he falu a magaaho mo e uku hifo ki loto he tahi ke moua e falu a ika ke kai.

Tau vahega motu ne nofo ai: KJ e vahega manulele nai, ne fa kiria hololoa ke he tau arumoru mafana

he moanJtalanatika. moaaa Initia, pihia foki mo e moana Pasifika, maeke foki ke hoko atu ke he

rau arumoru makalili. Fa mahani lahi foki e vahega manulele nai mo e tau atumotu he lotouho-faahi

toga he moana Pasifika. Fanafanau fufua ai fokike he tau atumotu ko Fisi, Samoa, pihia foki mo

Tonga.
H""la a leol Marila mo e ftilufuluola e leo he vahega manulele nei -'Kar-r-r-r-rk".

Fanauaga: Fa mahani ke kati fata i luga he tau akau i Niue, ha kua ha ha i ai e tau fata lalahi, taute

"ki 
. t"rr-1"1" akau. Ko e tau fufua he vahega manulele nai, lanu kaki unoko ka e hiki fakahaga e lanu

ia. Nakai la iloa mahino e tau magahala ke fanafanau fufua ai e vahega manulele nai.
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Greater Frigatebird

Fregata minor

Stetus: An uncommon visitor, though over 30 have been seen hovering over the island at one time.
Description: This is a large seabird (93 cm), wirh distinctive long pointed wings and a long deeply forked
tail. Mdes are entirely black, sometimes with a purple/green sheen; females are black with a buff bar on
the upper wing and a white breast and throat; immatures are dark brown above with their under-pans, head

and neck white, with a rusty tinge over the breast.

Range: greater frigatebird are widespread in the tropical Pacific, Lndian and Atlastic oceans, breeding on
some Fijian islands of the south-central Paci{ic region.
Habits: Adept gliders, these birds are often seen soaring for longperiods on motionless, bent wings,

especidly on updrafu dong diffs. Howerrer, they also show great manoeuvrabiliry and speed when pursuing

other seabir& which they harass to force them to &op or disgorge food. Other food is snatched from tbe
sea surface or ground by birds in fuht. The manu folau are known as hurricane birds because dreir appeatance

is supposed to forewarn of bad weather approaching.
Voice They are uzually silent in llight away from their nesting colonies.

Monu folou
Talahauaga: Nakai fa m:rhani ke kitia fakahanoa e vahega manulele nai i Niue. Pete ia, liga lata mo

e 30 e tau tau he mole atu, ne kitia ai e vahega manulele pehe nai, ne lele takri i Nir.re he taha magaaho.

Hagahaga he tino: Ko e vahega manulele tino lahi (93 e senetimita), matila mo e loloa e tau pekau,

mo e loa mo e matamatila foki e hiku. Ko e tau nranulele taane, kua uli oti e tau fulu he tino, ka ko
e falu kua kitia ki ai, kua fapogi/lanu laukou e kikila he haana a tau fuiu, ka koe tau manulele fifine,
kua uli e tau fulu he tino mo e ila uli e tau fulu he tau pekau, pihia foki e tau fulu he vala ki luga he

tau pekau, ka e tea katoa e ao mo e kakia. Ka ko e tau punua ikiiki, kua kaki katoa e tino, ka e tea

katoa e ao, pihia mo e lalo tua ulu, ka e eke ke kikila e tau fulu he ao fatafata.
Tau vahega motu ne nofo ai: Mahani ke kitia hololoa he tau atumotu mafana he moana Initia,
moana Pasifika, mo e moana Atlantic. Fa fanau ai he falu a atumotu i Fiti, ke he faahi ldo, tata atu
ke he lotouho he moana Pasifika.
Tau aga mahani mau: Ko e vahega manulele nai, fa mahani ke lele tokoluga, mo e fa fakakakapu
hololoa e tau pekau, mo e lele totonu mo e totomo, vave lahi ke kitia he tau kaukau tahi. Ka ko e

vahega manulele, {a mahani ke lele mafiti foki, mo e lutu tumau e tau pekau he tau magaaho ka ita
ai a ia, po ke tutuli atu lte he falu a vahega manulele ke fakalavelave atu ki ai, nrua atu ka kitia e ia
e ha mena kai he gutu he falu a manulele. Ka e maeke foki he vahega manulele nai ke lele hifo taha
ke lre kili tahi mo e uku hake ai falu a ika ikiiki, po ke moua ai foki falu a manulele mo haana kai.
Iloa ai foki pehe, ko e vahega manulele nai, ku fa mahani ke eke mo fakamailoga ke lata mo e tau
magahala afa, ha ko e mena ka kitia e vahega manulele nai kua lele fano ai ke he pulagi, mua atu ke

he tau loto maaga, ti iloa ai kua tata mai e tau matagi afa ke he motu, mo e kua lata foki ke nonofo
tauteute ke lata ai.

Haana a leo: Fa mahani ke lele totonu po ke lele rotomo, mo e nakai fai leo hoha ka logoaa ai, mo
e fa lele mamao mai he mena ne toka ai haana a fata po ke ofaga.
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Adults in flight
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Juvenilc frigate bird
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Wedge-tailed hearwater

Puffin as pacificu s chlororbynchus

Status: Resident, uncornmo[, may not now nest on Niue.
Description: This is a large shearwater (44 cm). The plumage is brown to black-brown, the bill is
dark-lead coloured with a black tip, and the legs, webs and toes are white-flesh-coloured.
Range The wedge-tailed shearwater is common throughout the tropical and subtropical Pacific and Indian
Oceans, where it breeds on many islands, including some of the Fijian, Tongan and Samoan islands. It is
commonly seen at sea in the region.
Habits: This is a bird of offshore and open ocean seas. Its flight consisls of slow shallow flapping
intenpened with long glider Although sometimes seen in flight along coastlines by day, it mainly flies inland
and lands at colonies by night. It is occasionally heard calling in flight at night over villages of Niue from
December to February.
Voice The wedge-tailed shearwater can be very '"ocal at night, paninrlarly at or over breeding colonies. It
makes a rariety of wails, screams and groans similar to the calls of cats or a crying baby.

Breeding: A colonial nesting bin{ tle kalagi usually nests in burows, but occasiondly under rrgetation. Egg-

laying probably ocorrs in December, with the yorurg drpartlng in May. In the early 1970s, rwo small colonies
were known of on sea-cliffs near Namukulu and Vaiea. Birds were nesting in crevices and trnder clumps
of grass. This would renrlt in the eggs and young being partifllarly vuloerable to predation by rats, cats and
dogs. However, much of the ground in the coastal forest is very rough and difficult to access, even
for dogs and cats, so it is likely that small colonies of wedge-tailed shearwater still survive.

Kologi
Talahauaga: Ko e vahega manulele nofo mau he moru nai, kae nakai fa mahani ke kitia fakahanoa. Liga
nakai katifata po ke {anafanau fufua i Niue he vaha nai.

Hagahaga he tino: Ko e vahega manulele tino hhi (++ e senetimita).
Lanukakietaufuluhetino,moeekekeulikakiefaluafulu.knunrgaevalapiliegut+kaeuliematahilcu
he gutu. Keke e tau hui, mo e tea tuga e magakakano e tau matahui.
Tau vahega motu ne fa nofo ai: Kitia mau e vahega manulele nai ke he tau atumotu malana po ke tau
atumotu nakai makalili lahi he moana Pasifika, pihia foki mo e moana lnitia. Fanafanau ai foki ke he loga
he tau atumotu nrga a Fiti, Tonga mo S"-oa. Fa mahani ke kitia hololoa ke he tau kaukau tahi he tau
atumotu na i luga.

Tau aga mahani mau: Ko e vahega manulele nai, kua mahani ke nofo lahi i uta he motu, pihia foki mo
e mo".a laulahi. Ko e haana tau tapakau he magaaho ka lele ai, lcua maeke ke logona e pakapaka, mo e kitia
foki he magaaho ka fakapaagi ai e tau tapakau. Pete ni he fa kitia he falu a magaaho he 'aho, ha ne lele fano
ai he pulagi po ke tau kaukau tahi, ko e vahega manulele nai, kua fa mahani lahi ke lele fano i loto he motu
he tau magaaho pouli, mo e fa hifo ai foki mo e tu he kelekele he tau po pouli. Haha i ar foki he falu a

magaaho he po, ka lele fano ai a ia he tau loto maaga mo e kaa fakaleo lahi ai, mua atu ke he atu mahina
Tesemo ke hoko atu ke he mahina Fepuali.
Haana a leo: Maeke ke logoqa lahi haana a leo kaa matila ka po, mua atu he tau magaaho ka lele fano ai
a ia he haana a ofaga kua fa mahani ke ndfo ai. Fa mahani ke kaa mo e tagi fakakehekehe h4'nr a tau vahega

leo, teitei he tatai mo e leo he pusi po ke leo tagi he tamatote.
Fanauaga: Ko e vahega rnanulele nai, kua fa mahani ke nofo mau he haana a ofaga, mua atu ke he tau pu
akau. Ka e maeke foki he falu a magaaho ke kati fata ai ki lalo he uu mena malu he tau vao. Ko e magahala

ka fanau ai e ia e tau fufua haana, ko e atu mahina Tesemo mo e fofole ai haana a punua he mahi'la Me.
Ko e mataulu he tau 1970, ne kitia ai ua e fara he manulele nai, ne toka ai ke he kaukau tahi he maaga ko
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Wedgetailed Shearwater

Namukulu, pihia foki he maaga ko Vaiea. Maeke foki he vahega manulele nai ke talaga fata i lalo po ke
i loto he tau liu ana po ke tau maihi, pihia {oki ke he punrputuaga he tau pupu po ke tau morie. Ko e mena
haia, ati maeke ai he tau manu huifa tuga e tau pusi mo e tau hrli, po he tau kuma foki, ke kai moqmou
e tau fufua ke he falu a magaaho. Ka e pete ia, ha kua lahi e nrle mo e hagahaga kelea e tau aonofoaga he
tau vahega manulele nai' ke he tau fartu, lnra nakai maeke mukamuka kc he tau manu huifa tuga e tau pusi
rno e nu kuli ke hohoko atu ki ai. Ko e mena haia ati mau agaia ai e falu he tau ofaga he tau rnanulele nai,
ko e tau kalagi mo e momoui agaia a lautolu he vaha nai.

r
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Wh ite-tailed Tropicbird

Phaethon leptarus

Status: Resident, common
Description: The white-tailed tropicbird is a moderatesized seabird (76 cm). k has rnainly white feathers,

inclrrding irs characteristic long t:ril streamers. The eyebrow stripe, the bar on the upper wing and outer

primaries are black. The bill is yellow and the shon, webbed feet are bl:rck. Juveniles have black barring over

the back and nrmp and lack the long central tail feathers.

Range 'fhe white-tailed tropicbiriC is ir comnon species of the rropical Atlantic, Indian and Pacific oceans.

The zubspecies, P L dototheae,occurs rn the Pacilic incltrding Niue and breeds on mon island groups in the

tropical westem and central Pacific.

Habits: lVhite-tailed tropicbirds are seen foraging offshore, where they plunge dive for small frsh and squid
They are very common over Niue most d.rys, flying slowly ,urd gracefr.rlly above forest, and occasionally

below the tree tops in clearings and foren. During counship flights, pairs fly in unison with much calling,

sometimes going into steep dives from high in the sky.

Voice Tick, ranle and shon harsh notes are given frequendy in counship flights.
Breeding: Pairs nest individually, mainly in hollow tree tnrnks and branches and in bunches of epiplrytes

on trees. Occasionally tuaki ir cliff crevices on Niue. They have a long nesting seirson, with eggs or
chicks presenr from at least Febnrary to December.

Tuoki
Talahauaga: Ko e vahega manulele nofo mau he motrr nri, mo e fa kitia hololoa foki.
Hagahlga he tino: Ko e taha a nai he tau vaheg,l manulele nofo mau he trhi, nakai lahi mahaki haana

a tino (70 e senetimita), Ter e tau ftrlu he tino kato:r, ti tea foki e t,ru fulu loloa he haana a hiku. Ava,rva

haana a tau tuanrata, fai fakamailoaga ila uli foki he faahi ki luga he haana rau tapakau, ka e uli e tau
fulufulu i loto he tau lalo pekau. Ago e gutu mo e uli keke,/kuku e tru hui. ko e haana ir tau punua,

kua fai ila uli e tau fulu he patu tur, ne hifo ke he hiku. Ka e nakai fai fulu lolo'r e hiku.
Tau vahega motu ne nofo ai: Ko e vaheg:r rnlnulele fa kitil hololoa ke he t,ru atumotu mafanir he

moa[a Atl.intic, ruo;uiir Initia rru e nroiurl Pasifika. Ko e vahega tuaki (P. l. lorctlxae) ku.r Ll ha i
Niue lre vahir niri, kua hr ha i ai foki ke he [:rlu l itumotu he Prsifika, n'ruir atu ke he tau motu he

lotouho he moana Pasifika.
Tau aga mahani nrau: Fa malani ke lele hi{o ki tahi ke kumi kai. Uku hifo a ia ke he uho toka ke

moul ai falrr a ik,r ikiiki nro haana kai. Fa kitia hololoa e vahega mrnulele nLri i Nirre he tau lrho oti.
Lele fakaeneene rno e totonu i lugl he t;lu vao rrhi nro e kitia i loto he tau txpunu akau he tau vlo
uhi. Ko e tarr mlgahala ka taute kapitig:r taane li e tau m,rnulele fifine he vahega manulele pehe nai,
ktra frr mah.rni ke fakatau felele toko ua tunlau, nro e logona ai foki mai i a lau,r e tau leo kolokete
fiafirr he o he prrl;rgr, mo e fakap.rirgi hifo ki lalo he falu,r m:rgaaho.
Haana a leo: Fa mahaui ke flkaplka tulnllu e t:ru tirpakau mo e fakirkoo tumau foki e gutu mo e

kolokete fakrleo lahi, mo e fatiaki tunrau pihirr, mua:rtu he tau nragaaho ka felele fano :ri r ia mo e

haana kapit ig:r/horr ta:rne.

Fanauaga: Fa mahani ke kati f,rtrr kehe ni e nr,rnulele rui, nrua rtu ki loto he tiru magamaga:rhau po
ke trru pu ah;ru tokolrrga, po ke i luga he t*rr vihi akau. F:rlu a nragaaho, kua fa mahani foki e vahegrr

rnlnulele nai ke taute fate i loto he tirrr aru he trru fcutu i Niue. Fa mah,rni ke lev,r lahi e fakapr.rlu e

ia hunir a tau fufrra he vaha ka fakapulu ai, rno e fakap"rpa e tau fufua hirana he tau atu rnahina Fepuali
ke he mahina Tesenro.
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White-niled Tropicbird
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WhiteTern

Walk
Status: Resident, cornmon
Description: This is a small (30 crrr) white tern, with a slightly forked tail and wings that appear translucent

in flight from below. The eye has a ring of black feathers around it urd the heavy, pointed bill is blue at the

base and black ar the tip. Immatures differ from adults in being monled brown over the back, lacking the

eye ring, but having a black spot behind the eye.

Range: The white tern has a cirorm-equatorial range and breeds on many tropical islands, induding the

majoriry of Polyoesian islands.

Habits: The white tern has a light, graceful llight. It feeds at sea on fish, squid and crustaceans by diving
or picking rhem from the surface. It is often solitary but occasionally rwo to five birds are seen cavoning

infiight over forest during courtship. At Niue, the whitetem is prcsent *Lroughout the parand over all pans

of the island.
Voice: It gives a variery of calls, including a harsh, raspy grrich-grrich-grrich.

Breeding: Vhite tern nest in trees, mainly of mature forest. A single egg, blue-green with many brown-

black streaks over it, is laid in a shallow depression on a bare branch. The extent ofthe breedingseason is

rrnknoq'n on Niuq but is probably several mon*rs long. Vhite terns flying inland with fish in their bills are

frequendy seen when chicks are present.

Toketoke
Tdahauaga: Ko e vahega manulele nofo mau he motu a nai, mo e fa kitia hololoa foki i Niue he tau vaha

oti.

Hagahaga he tino: Ko e vahega manulele tino tote (30 e senetimita), Tea e tau fulu he tino, eke ke tunilli
hake ki luga e tau fulu he hiku, pihia mo e tau fulrr he tau pekau, mo e eke foki ke kalopalopa e tau frrlu
ka kitia hake i kelekele, he magaaho ka lele ai. Ha ha i ai e ila veliveli he tau fulu uli he tau paka mata, ti
lahi mo e matila e guru. Lanu rahi e matfi he gutu, ka e uli e matahilru- Nakai tatai e tau {ulu he tau punua

mo e tau vahega manulele kua motua, ha kua ilaila kaki e tau fulu he tau punua, mua atu ke he tau fulu

he tua, mo e nakai fai ila veliveli he tau mata, ka e taha e ila uli i tua he tau mata he tau punua.

Tau vahega motu ne nofo ai: Ko e vahega manulele nai, ko e manulele fa mahani ke no{o he uhouho

he tau atumotu tata atu ke he lotouho he lalolagi, mo e fanafanau ke he tau atumotu mafana he lalolagi,

mo e aofia ai foki e loga he tau vahega motu Polinesia.

Tau aga mahani mau: Ko e vahega manulele pehe nai, fa mah'ni ke lele totonu mo e nakai logona ha leo

he tau pekau ka lele. Moua haana a tau rnena kai mai he to{ia, ko e tau ika mo e falu a manu tahi. Fa mahani

ke o fuhifuhi ka felele fano he pulagi, ka e maeke foki he falu a magaaho ke o taki tokoua ke hoko atu ke

he toko 5 he taha e magaaho, mua atu ka felele fano i luga he pulagi po ke i luga he tau vao uhi.

Haana aleo: Haha i ai e tau vahega leo kehekehe kalogonamai hevahega manulelenai, ketuga kakolokese

mai "grich-grich-grich".
Fanauaga: Fa mahani e rnanulele nai ko e takeuke ke kati fata mo e fanau i luga he tau akau, mua atu ke

he tau vao uhi. Taha ni e fufua ka fanau he taha e magaaho. Ko e lanu he fufua, ko e lanu moana- lanu

laukou, mo e loga foki e rau avaava kaki uli kua ha ha i ar. Fa mahani ke fanau he tau pu akau he tau

magamaga akau rokanoa. Nakai iloa mahino po ke magahala fe tonu kua fanau fufua ai e taketake i Niue,
ka e ligaliga ua po ke tolu e mahina ka fanau fufua ai a ia. Fa kitia hololoa e taketake ka lele hake mai he

tahi mo e ika kua kakati he haana a gutu, ke lata mo e haana a tau punua ha ne fakamli mai kia ia.
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Rare accidentalvisitors recorded in Niue

Collared Kingfisher

Halcyonchlorb

Status: Vagranr, unconfirmed record in 1990 by S. Talagi

Description: This kingfisher is blue and white (20 crn) with a conlpiorous, heavy bill. The bill is black, except

tlut the lower mandible is *'hite with a black cutting edge. The bird is turquoiseblue above and has a greenish

wash to the back and mmp. The under-pans are white, often *'ith a brown wash. A white eyebrow, and

a black and turquoise eyestripe extend {rom the bill to the back of the neck and are separated from the

rurquoise back by a white collar.
Range: The collared king{isher is a widespread species, occurring from the Red Sea easrwar& to Australia

nnd western Polynesia. It is common on Fiii, Tonga :nd American Samoa.

Habits: This kingfisher inhabits a wide range of habitats induding rtefs, villages and rainfurests. It frequmdy

scans for prey from an elev*edperch, zuch as power ortelephone wires, {rom which it flies down on short,

rrrpidly beadng wings to snatch an item. Having returned to its perdr, the king{ishgl flnil5 i15 plsy agairst rhe

perch and s*'allows ir whole. The colliued king{isher fee& predominandy on large insects, but also takes

s'orms, crabs, fish, lizards and bir&' eggs and nestlings.

Voice: This is quite ir noisy bird, giving a loud, high pitched kip-kip-lop, and a drawn out kreeeeep'

Koloto
Talahauaga: Ha ha i ai e taha talahaunga ne fakamau hi{o ai e S. Talagi he tau 1990, hagaro ke he vahega

manulele nai, ka e nakai ll fai fakamooliaga i:r ke omoi aki e talahauaga ia, hagao ke he kitiaga he vahega

nranulele nai.

Hagahaga he tino: Ha ha i iri ua e vahega manulele pehe nai, taha ne lanu moana e tau fulu, ti taha

fokineteaerauftilu(20esenetimita),nroehaiaifokiehaanaagutrrku,kitianoaehimoefekefeke.
Uliegutu,kaeteaelaugutulalon:oerrliemata-gututonuhegrrtu.Lanumoanakikilaetaufulu
he vala ki lugur he rino, ka e l'rnu hukou rne:r e tau {ulu he tua mo e vala ki tua ne hifo ke he tau hui.

Tea e riru fnlu he l,:, ka e hrr ha i li foki e tau fulu kaki mea. Tea e tau fulu nrata, uli nlo e kikila e

r:ru fulu he tiru avl rnata, ke k:lrn;rta mai he gutu ke hoko atu ke he tua kaki,r, tuga kua vevehe aki

e e tau fulu kikila tuga e kola e kakia nrai he tua.
Tau vahega motu ne nofo ai: Ko e vahega manulele nai, ko e nranulele kua {a kitia ke he loga he

t;lu arumotu, ke han:atl rnli he Tlhi Kula, ke he Faahi utl ha Ausetrrlia, mo e tau Atumotu he faahi

lalo he Atu Polinesi:'r. Kua fa maha:ri ke logona nro e kitia rnau ke he t,ru arurnom ko Fiti, Tonga mo

Anrerika S;rrnoa.

Tatr aga matrani mlu: Ko e virhegl mamrlele nai, ne nofo a ia ke he logl he tau vahega nofoaga, tuga

e tru kaukau tahi, tau loto maaga, pihia foki mo e t,ru vao uhi. Fr ma{iti lrrhi a ia ke kumi po ke takahao

Ite moua falu a manulele po ke ha v,rhega moko ke kai, mua atu ke he tau magaaho ka tutu hifo i luga

he tatr pou kavehila po ke t,ru pou telefoni, mo e fakatalitali ai ke ono hifo fakaave ki lalo mo e

{rkapakapaka haana a t:ru pekatr mo e lali ke moua fakatepe ha moko ke lata mo ia. Krl liu lele hake

,r il ke he hirlnir rr turrga, kua kakati hirke foki e ia e noko ka rnoua e ia mo e folofua ai ke he mrrnava.

Ko e vahega manulele niri, hua fa mahani ke kumi hokoia ke he tau vahega moho tino lalahi ke latr
mo ia, kr e mleke foki a ia ke kai e t:ru virhegrr rnoko ihiiki he kelekele, t;ru manu momoui tug,a e tau

kalahimu, tau ika ikiiki nrri he tahi, tau mokotaliga mo e f:rlu,r fu{ua rn,rnulele ikiiki.
Haana a leo: Ko e vahega manulele fa fakahoha lehi e leo kaeke ke t:rgi,fakaleo matila ki luga, tug;r

e - "Kip-Kip-Kip" nro e totoho fakaleo lahi e -"Kreeeeep--.r'
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Eurasian Curlew

Num.enius drqudtd

Status: Migrrurt, rare vagrant

Description: This species is a large (55 cm) curlew, hirving a long dovrnorrved bill, and a mostly white back

and rump that are prorninent in {light. The head, neck and breast are a pale brown, streaked dark brown,
and rhe ch.in is vhitish. The feathers of the upper plns have greyish-brown centres in the non-breecling

season, witt paler grey-brou,n fringes. The tail is greyish and barred olive-brown and the belly is whitish,
with the Ilankspromineody streaked. The bill is brownish-blackwith apinldsh baseto thelowermandible,

and the legs are bluish-grey.

Range During the brealing season, dre Eurasi.ur curlcn'is found from southem Russia east *uough centnl

Ashto nonhem ChinaandMongolia.It migratesto eastern Alrica mdthroughout southern Asieforwinter,
with the occasional vagrant readring nonhem and westem Austnlirr. The bird seen on Niue in September

1972 was far from its normal non-breeding season range; it was the first reconC of the species in Polynesia.

Habits: It feeds largely bydeep probing in intertidal mud or dan:p soil, but will pick food from *re surface.

Foods are mainly worrus, crabs urd nrolluscs.

Voice: A courloo is given as ir contact call, and a repid tyul'uyuyu when alarmed.

Kiu elosiono
Talahauaga: Ko e vahega manulele llno fenoga nrri he tlhl motu ke hc t,rh,r motu. k,r ko e vahega

nranulele n;rkai {a hau firkahanoa ki Nirre tali mai.

Hagahaga he tino: Ko e vahega m;rnulele nai, ko e nranulele tino lahi (55 e sener;nita), lol e gutu
nlo e mirlol(u hifo ki lalo, Ie;r ()ti c tau fulu he p.rru ru;r, pihia n:o e nrat.rfu hilnr, tug,r krr.r nraeke ke

kitia noa k'.r lele. Kahi nrarnir nro e eke ke kaki unoko e t;tu fulu he ulu, hakia mo e iuga fatafata kir

e tea e 1au fulu he lnlo gutu. Efuefrr-kirki e tru fulu i loto he vala ki luga he ulu, he magahala ka nakai
fanafanau fufua ai e vahega rn,rnulele nri, ka e efrrefu-krhi e ttu mirtrhiku he tau fulu he rrtr kauk,ru
ki fafo he tru pekatr. Efuefu mo e aviravir kaki-olive e tru fulu he hiku, ka e te,r e t,ru fulu he kupu
rDanrvi mo e iv:rivil e tau firlu he tau fa,rhi. Kaki-uli c gutu, mo e pakirteir e nrirtrfu he pak:rgutu ki
lalo, ka e efuefu - lanu tahi e tau hui.
Tau vahega motu ne nofo ai: Ko e nragrhirla ka f.ur;riinau ftrfua ai e vahegl nrirnulele nai, kua fl kitia
ai ke he tau rtunrotu ke he fr,rhi ki toga ha Lusia nro e frahi uta ke hoko atu ki Asia uho, ke hoko
atr.r {oki ki Saina tokelau nro Mogokolia. Lele rtu foki ke he faahi utr ha Afelika, ke hoko atu ki Asiir
Toga he tau magahala makalili, mo e lele fakahagr foki rrto hoko ke he fa.rhi lalo ha Ausetalia. Ko e

vahega manulele nai, ne kitia ai i Niue he mahina Sepetema 1972, mo e ko e nragahala nakri f:rn:rfanau
a ia he vahegir rn,rnulele nai. Ko e e lai,r foki he kitie e vahega mlnulele nai ke he t,ru atumotu Polinesia
he tali mai.
Tau aga mahani mau: Fa mahani ke rnoru hrranl a riu mem kai ire uku nro e ketu hifo ki loto he

rru pehpela, po ke tau kelekele p,rlapaln, ka e mou;r foki e faiu r rnen:r kli hirana ke he fuga kelekele.
Ko e haana a tau nrena kai ne mahuiga lahi ki ,ri, ko e tiru uaga, pihia mo e tiru mrnu tugi e tau kal:rhinru
mo e tilu nrena momoui he tilri, tugir e tau furr .rlili.
Haana a leo: Kua nraeke lre logon,r e leo t,ruhe,r po ke ragi he vilrega rnanulele nai, tugir e leo kouu-
loo, ka e logonl foki e leoltrrgi 'tyuyuyuFr'r rtua atu kaeke ku,r logona h,r leo kua kehe, po ke ka
fakaofo fua.
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Pectoral Sandpiper

C^alidrisrnehrnns

Status: Migrant, rare vagrant

Description; This sandpiper is a medium-sized shorebird (22 cm). In the non-breeding season, tle upper
parts and crown are buff brown, streaked dark brown. The chin is white while the neck, throat and breast

are buff-brown, heavily strealied in duk brown, forming a dark peaonl band which ends abrupdy agahst

the white flanks and abdomen. The bill is blackish, and yellowish-green at the base; it is as long as the hea4
and is slightly downcurved at the tip. The legs are olive-green to yellowish-green,
Range This species breeds along the arctic tundra of Siberia, Alaska and Canada and most spend the non-
breeding season in South America- Flowever, srnall numbers migrate sourh along the eastem Asiatic coasts,

" 
f6'q/ reaching as far soutl as Australia and New Zaland. Pectoral sandpipers do not normally remain long

on any of the South West Pacfic islands in the aon-breeding season (September-Apnl). The species has ooly
been recorded once on Niue, in September 1972.

Habis: The pectoral sandpiperinhabits coa$al lagoon and estuarine marshes dsewhere, but on Niue it can

be expected to associate with other shorebirds, zuch as those foraging over the Niue Spons Club growrds
or roosting with the kiu flock on the ai{pon nuway, This sandpiper eats a wide range of insects, worrns,

small crustaceans and molluscs.
Voice It is uzually silent, but may give a clear, husky trrit, prrn, or kreek when {lushed.

Sonipepo
Talahauaga: Ko e vahega manulele faifano nrai he taha motu ke he taha motu, ka e nakai fa kitia
hololoa i Niue.
Hagahaga he tino: Ko e vahega manulele tino vahaloto (22 e senetimita). He tau magahala ka nakai
fanafanau ai e vahega manulele nai, ko e haana a tau fulu he vala ki luga he ulu, kua kaki mo e eke
ke kaki unoko. Ka e tea e tau fulu he kakia, lalo gutu mo e fuga fatafata, ti eke foki e falu a fulu ke
kaki unoko, mua atu ke he tau fulu he vala he tino ne tata atu ke he fuga fatafata, mo e to hoko atu
ke he vala he kupu manava, ne ha ha i ai foki e iva tea. Ko e gutu kua uli e tau fulu kua ha ha i ai, ka
e ago-lanu laukou e matafu he gutu. Loa e gutu, pihia ni mo e ulu, ka e eke ke keu hifo ki lalo he

matahiku he gutu. Ko e tau hui kua lanu lauakau oive mo e eke ke agoJanu laukou.
Tau vahega motu ne nofo ai: Ko e vahega manulele nai, kua fanafanau ai ke he tau atumotu tata
atu ke he Pole Tokelau, ke he faahi ki Siberia, Alaska, mo Kanata, ka e mahani foki ke oatu mo e

nonofo ai i Amelika Toga he tau magahala ka naka.i fanafanau ai. Ka e ha ha i ai falu kua fenoga atu
ke he tau atumotu he faahi ki toga - trta ke he tau kaukau tahi he tau arumotu Asia, mo e oanr fakahaga
ai e falu ato hohoko atu ke he faahi toga ha Ausetalia mo Niu Silani. Ko e tau vahega manulele nai,
ne nakai fa mahani ke nonofo leva ai kehe tau atumotu he faahi toga ki lalo he moana Pasifika he tau
magahala ka nakai fanafanau ai (Sepetema-Apelila). Na lagataha laia e kitia ai e vahega manulele nai
i Niue he mahina Sepetema 1972.

Tau aga mahani mau: Ko e vahega manulele nai, ko e mena mahani ke nofo ai he tau kaukau tahi
mo e i loto he tau vai namo hokulo he falu a motu. Ka e i Niue, ne kitia ai e vahega manulele nai he
o fakalataha mo e falu a vahega manulele tahi, tuga e tau vahega manulele ne fa kitia mau ke he fonua
taute mena fakafiafia i Fonuakua po ke nonofo fakalataha foki mo e tau fuifui kiu he tapa male
vakalele. Ko e tau vahega manulele nai foki, kua fa mahani ke kai he tau moko kelekele, tauuaga mo
e tau manu momoui he tahi.
Flaana a leo: Ko e vahega manulele nakai fa mahani ke tagi fakaleo lahi po ke fakahoha, ka e maeke
ke tagi kii ka lele fakatepetepe.
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Eastern Bantailed Godwit

Limoulapputica

Status: Migrant, rare vagmnt

DescriPtion: Thisisalarge (4Oan),longJeggedshorebidwithaslighdyuptumedbill.Inthenocbrdingseason,
the upper pans are a motded grry and brcwn, tle ftathen having dark sbaft nreals and whitish margins. The 1gil
is brown, barred white. The sides of the head and flanls are Lregulady and indistinaly barred grey-browrr The
bill is flesh pink on the basal half, grading o blackish at the tip, and the legs are dark geenishgrey. In breeding
plumage the head, neck and urder-pans are reddish chestnut, and the upper parts streaked blac}.ish-brown- In
flight, a faint wing brr is often evident.
Range This godwit breeds in north-eanem Siberia and much of Alaska h spends rle non-breeding season in
southem Chin4 Thiwan, Philippines, Borneo, Molucc's Papua New C'uinea Australia and New Zealand It is a
commonvisitorthroughoutMicronesiaandFiji, but isuncommonfi.rriereasq induding Niue. Oneqpecimeo
was fowrd on N iue n 1972.

Flabits: A greganors specieg brminglargeflodrswidr othershorebirdgthisgodwit uilaly inhehhstidal areas;

probing deeply into mud flats or wet sand in search of crustaceans, molluscs or worrns. Godwits roost on
sandbanls andspits ath(htide. Howwer, on tropical Pacific island$ it feeds intidalpools, roclry beaches orover
reds
Voice A clear, double call kew-keq ku-wit or kirruc is uzual.

Kotouiti
Talahauaga: Ko e vahegir manulele faifano a nai mai he taha moru ke he taha moru. Ka e naka.i maeke ke
kitia fakahanoa.

Hagahaga he tino: Ko e vahega manulele alaga loloa mo e tho lahi a nai (40 e senetimita). Ko e vahega
m:rnulele nofo he tJri, nuloku hakc ki luga e gutu. He tau nragahda ka nakai fandaruu fufua ai, kua efuefu
mo e kaki e tau fulu he faahi ki Iuga he ulu, unoko e ka mo e tea e tau kalakala he rau {ulu. Kaki e rau fllu
he hiku mo e avaava tea. Ko e paka he ulu mo e tau faahi he tino katoa, kua avaava efuefu - kaki, ka e nakai
mahino mitaki he kitia- Pakatea e gutu ka.mata he vala ne hifo ki lalo he matafu he guru, ka e avaava, eke
ke uli e mataguru he gutu. I-anu laukou - efuefu unoko e uu hui. Ke s 1au magahala ka fanau frrfi.ra ar, melo
lnrla e tau fulu he ulu, kakia mo e ao, ka e avaara uli - kaki e tau fulu he vala he tino ne hake ki luga he ulu.
Ka lele e vahega manulele nai, kua kitia maali e avaava he rau pekau.
Tau vahega motu ne nofo air Ko e vahega manulele nai, kua fanau fufua he faahi rokelau ki ura he moru
ko Siberia, prhia foki e lahi he moru ko Alaska. Ka e nofo he magahala ka nakai fanau fufua ai he tau moru
ke he faahi ki toga ha Saina, Taiwan, Filipaina, Poneo, Moluccas, Niu Kini, Ausetalia mo Niu Silani. Fa
mahani ke finaru hololoa e vahega manulele nai ke he tau anrsroRr Maikolonesia mo Fiti, ka e nakai kitia
fakahanoa ke he tau atumotu he faahi ura he moana Pasifika, pihia foki mo Niue.
Tau aga mahani mau: Fa mahani e vahega manulele nei, ke o fuhififii, maeke foki ke o fakalataha mo
e falu a manulele tahi ke he falu a magaaho. Fa maharri ke lele hilo mai ke he fuga kelekele mo e ketu po
ke keli ai e tau luo pelapela hokulo po ke tau mata oneone pukepuke kc kumi masu tahi tugo e tau
kamakama ke kai, po ke tau mena momoui he tahi ruga e tau fua alili, po ke tau moko mo e rau uaga. Fa
nonofo foki e tau vahega manulele nai he uu kaukau feunr vaitafe po ke tau mata-vailele he magaaho ka
puke lahi ai. Ka e he tau atumotu mafana he moana Pasifika ne m"he.i foki e tau vahega manulJe nai ke
nonofo he tau loloto i tahi, rno e nonofo foki he tau mataafaga nrle mo e rau kaukau fewu.
flaana a leo: Leo lahi mo e matila e vahega manulele nai ka tagi po ke ui lagaua pehe 'Kew-kew" po ke
"ku-wit" po ke "Kerrue-Kirrue"
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Southern Black-backed Gull

Larusdombticanas

Status: Rare accidental visrtor
Description: This species of large gull (60 cnr) has two very dissimilar plumages, which relate to age,

and intermediate plumages occur as individuals marure. The adult has a black back and upper ponions

of the wings, the rest of the plumage being white. The bill is yellow to orange-yellow, with an orange

or red spot ar the rip of the lower mandible, and the legs and feet are yellow-green to.orange. I-n

.orrtruri, the entire plumage of fledglings is dark brown mottled with buff and white, the bills are

black, and rhe legs iurd feet are brown. The under-pans of a two-year old black-backed gull are mainly

white, with the head, neck and upper chest white spotted with brown, ,rnd the back mottled black

ald brown. The bill is pale yellow, and the legs:rnd feet are blue-brown. By its third year, this gull

looks like an adult but usually hirs some brown mottling on the he:rd, neck and upper breast.

Range This is a temperate and ubarrtarctic gull which is common in New Z-.ealand and Tasmania. Flowever,
.rr"gr*rrt 

^r. 
u.ry rarely seen in the tropical Pacific. One immature bird was seen on Niue inJuly 1994 and

two others have been seen since 1990.

Habits: This species may appeiu in any habitat, except closed forest or scrub. It panicul:uly favours habitats

where it c,ur siarr.nge food, such as at rubbish tips and by tollowing fishing boats. It eats a variery o{ foods

including shellfish, fish, irrvenebrates, small reptiles and manmals, bilds eggs and yorurg, offal, carrion and

peoples' food scraps.

Voice: It gives a variety of calls, but single gulls are unrallv silent.

Toketoke tuo uli
Talahauagn: Ko e v,rhega manulele n:rkiri kitia hololo,r ke he motu nai, mo e hau laga taha noa ni ki
Niue he falu a mirgahrrh,

Hagahaga he tino: Ko e virhegir muulele nli, ko e rnanulele tino lirhi (60 e senetimita), kua ha ha

i ai ua e vahega fulu kur nakai tatai e tau lanu, kua maeke foki ke iloa ai e tau magahala takit'aha he

rnoui he v;rhega m,urulele nai. Ko e t:ru vahega fulu vahaloro kua mireke ke tutuPu mai ai he magahala

ka kalrirta rnotna fakahaga ai. Ko e tau virhega manulele kua hokotia e rlotua he haana a tino, kua

ha |1a i ai e tau fulu uli he tur, pihia mo e valn ki luga he tau pekau, ka e tea e tau vala oti ne toe he

tino. Ago e gutu mo e eke foki ke ;rgo ftranroli. Ha ha i ai foki e ila ago po ke ila kula he laugutu lalo,

ka . ago l"uu laukou, eke ke lanu fuanroli e tau hui mo e tau lapahpa hui. Ka e kehe foki e tau fulu

he trr.i punur he v,rhega manulele nai, ha kua kaki unoko e tau fttlu katoa, nro e ila te,r. eke ke ago

falunfulu,rrliegutunroekrrkietrulrui,pihiamoetaulapalapahui.Krkatoaerraetauhenroui
ai e vaheg:r nanulele nrri, kua tea k,rtoa e tnr fulu he fatafat,r, nihiniki teil nlo e kaki e tau ftrlu he ulu,

kakil rno e vrla ki lngr he firtafrta, ka e ilJlrr uli e tau fulu he pirtu tur, eke ke kahi e falu a fulu. Ago

mam:l e gl.ltu k:l e l:rnu-nro,rna krrki e t;ur hut nro e tau l;rpalapa hui. Kr hokotia e tau nlruu nai ke he

tolu e tlu tau he uoui, kua eke tuai ,r ia he nragraho nr lno m,rnulele kua katoatoa e motua he tino.

Mrehe he kitir h:r kua ha ha i ai fdu r fulu kikila kaki he ulu, kaki foki e tau fulu he kakia mo e vala

ki luga he f:rtafrtr.
Tau vahega motu ne nofo ii: Ko e vahegir mmrulele fa rnahani ke nofo he tau v:thega nrotu nrakalili

t,rta ,rt., ke he Antucticir, tuga a Nirr Sil;rni nro Tirsamali:t. Kar e pete ia, kul rnaeke foki he tau nr,urulele

1ai, ke o firno iri, ka e n;rkd f,r hitia hololoir he he t,tu .ltumotu mafina he atu Pasifika. Ta-h;r e vahega

rrranulele pe|e 1ai, ne kitia ai i Niue he rnlhina luhi, 1994, kir e tote rrgria haana a tino he nragaaho

tonu nr. Urr fohi e v,rlregir nranulele pehe nri, ne kitia foLi ai i Niue he tau 1990.
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Tau aga mahani mau: Ko e vahega manulele pehe nai, kua maeke ke kitia ke he ha nofoaga, ka e kehe
mai he tau vao uhi mo e tau tafagafaga. Fiafia lahi e vahega manulele nai ke nofo he rau nonofoaga
ke maeke a ia ke moua ai e tau mena kai loga, tuga e tau luo tolo otaota po ke fa mahani foki ke mumui
irtu he tau vakatoga ka o ai he rnoana.
Fa mahani foki e tau manulele pehe nai, ke kai e tru vahega nenr kai kehekehe, ke aofia ai foki e tau
ika mo e tau mena momoui he tahi, tuga e tau alili, trru moko motu, tau mokotaliga ikiiki, tau gakau
nranu huifa, tau manu he tau vao uhi. tr.rga e tau kirlahimu, tau fufua manulele mo e tau punua
manulele ikiiki, tau vah manu he tau manu mamate mo e tau otaota mena kai he tau tagata.
Haana a leo: Fa nrahani ke kehekehe e tau vahega leo tagi/ui he vahega manulele nai, ka e ka o
takitokotaha e vahega mlnulele lrrri, nakai fa mahani ke logona ai ha leo.

Giant Petrel

Maoon*taE

Status: Rare accidentrrl visit or n L970

Description: The giirnt petrel is a huge seabird (93 c-m) of srockv proportions, including its bill. Aldrough
rwo plumages occur-white with irregular brown spots or entirely dark brown-only juveniles of the dark
plumage have been recorded in the tropicil Pacific.
Range: These are found widcly throughorrt the soutirern hemisphere, but seldom venture north of 3o"S
(Norfolk Islmd, Kerrnirdec klanris). Thev breed on sub-Ant;rrctic rslands irnd islurds olf dre Antarcric
nrainhnd
Habits: The giant petrel rrsuiillr. renr;rins rrt se:r. h.rving r soaring llight widr occrrsiorud flaps. It *.ilI :rpproach
bo:rts lnd colte ne.rr l.urd to scill'enge food, but it hrs been gencrdly oniv r.'corded ,rshorc in the tropics
*,hen dead or dying.
Voice: Gutnrr:rl md growling calls are heard when competing for food; bill-snaps are seen when rhreatened.

Petelelo tupuo
Talahauaga: Nakai fa mahani ke kitia fakafianoa e vahega manulele nai i Niue. Ka e fa kitia lavea he
taru 1970.

Hagahaga he tino: Ko e v'ahega m'anulele nofo mlu he t,rhi, lahi e tino (93 e senetimita), mo e loloa
e tau alaga, pihia mo e guru. Kaki, eke ke uli-kaki e tau ftrlu he tino katoir, ka e lanu-vala pili unoko
e haana r gutu, eke ke uli e rrratahiku he gutu. Tea tuga e magak,rk,rno haana a tau hui mo e llo koku
ki loto e tau matahui.
Tau vehega notu ne nofo iri: Fa kitia hololoa e vahegn mirnrrlele nai, ke he rau atumoru he faahi ki
toga he lalolagi, ka e kitia lagataha he he t,ru atumotu he fnnhi hi rokelarr (tuga a Norfolk Island,
Kermirdec Islands). Faniru ai fohi he tau atumotu hc vrrhilloto nrai he rnotu lahi he AntLrrctica.
Tau aga mahani mau: M:rhani lahi ke nofo he tiru trhi, nro e fakrkakrpu haana ir rau tirpnkau ka lele,
mo e fakapakapaka foki he {alu a magaaho. Maeke ke lele fakatata atu ke he rau vrrkirroga ka o ai he
moana Po ke lele hake t:rhir rnai ki uta he motu, ke lrunri kai, ka ko e hitiir ni e manulele nai i ura he
tilu motu nrafana kaeke kul lolelole po ke mate.
Haana a leo: Fa mahani ke f;rka-koo nro e leo tonrumu ka vale po ke fulukovi. haalo fano e rau pekau
he kumi kai, rno e haf,rgi./pa hrana a guru ka logona taha leo kua kehe.
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Birds of the south-central Pacific region that may aPpear on
Niue in future

Landbirds

Pacific Swallow

Hin*rdaahiti(4

Description: A small, dark swallow with a forked tail (13 cm), the

Pacific swallow is blue-black above with a metallic sheen, while the

under-parts are brownish-grey. The forehead, chin and throat are

reddish-brown. The Pacific swallow can be readily distinguished

from the swiftlet by the former' s lack of a white rump patch.

Range: This swallow is widespread in the Pacific but, in the south-

central Pacific it is absent {rom Samoa and much of Tonga.

Habits: It has a direct, graceful flight, rarely far above water or the

ground. It takes flying insects. The Pacific, swallow is found in
lowland habitats, especially coastal sites such as seacliffs, estuaries and along rivers and streams' It
differs from the white-nrnped swiftlet by regularly perching on wires, fence posts and bare branches.

Voice: It has a barely audible warbling song.

Folofuo Posifikq
Hagahaga he tino: Ko e vahega manulele nai, ko e manulele tino tote, unoko e tau fulu he tino, mo

e mata matila mo e tutuhi ki luga e rau fulu he hiku (13 e senetimita). Lanu moana-uli e tau fulu he

valakilugahetinonoekikilafokiefaluafulu,kaekaki-efuefuetaufuluheaoilalo.Koetaufulu
he matale, lalo kumukumu mo e lalo kakia, kua kaki-kula. Ko e vahega manulele nai ko e folofua

Pasifika, kua maeke ke kitia mahino e kehe rrrai hc vahega manulele kua fakahigoa ko e pekapeka, ha

kua nakai fai fulu tea he vala ke he hiku, ke tuga e pekapeka.

Tau vahega motu ne nofo ai: Kua fa mahani e vahega manulele nai, ke kitia hololoa ke he tau

arumotu he moana Pasilika. Ka e pete ia, kua nakai mahani ke kitia ai e vahega manulele nai i Samoa,

mo e pihia foki ke he lahi he atumotu ko Tonga.
Tau aga mahani mau: Ko e vahega manulele, maeke ke lele fakahako mo e lele totonu he pulagi,

nakai mahani lahi ke lele tokoluga i luga he tahi, po ke pihia foki he fuga kelekele. Maeke he vahega

manulele nai ke moua e tau vahega moko felele ke lata mo ia. Fa mahani e vahega manulele nai ke

kitia tumau mo e nofo ai ke he tau vao tafagafaga, mua aru ke he tau kaukau tahi, tuga e tau natafeuru

tokoluga, tau mara tafetafe he tau vailele po ke tahi pihia foki ke he tau vailele po ke tau namo hokulo.

Kua maeke ke kehe foki e vahega manulele oai, mai he vahega manulele kua fakahigoa ko e Pekapeka

ha ko e manulele nai, kua fa mahani hokoia ke tu ai i luga he tau uaea ka tau ai ki luga, tau pou tokoluga

he tau pa viko takai mo e tau la akau tokanoa.

Haana a leo: Fa mahani e vahega manulele nai ke logona mai e falu a leo tuga ko e tagata lologo

fanafana mo e nakai logona lahi ke he loga he tau magaaho.
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Australasian Harrier

Ciratsapproximaru

Description: This harrier is a longJegged, long-tailed hawk (55 cm)

with long, broad wings. The eyes, base of the bill and legs are yellow,

and the strongly,hooked bill is bllck. There is great variation in
plumage colour, with colours becoming lighter with age. First-year

birds tend to be chocolate brown all over. Older birds are brown, witl
lighter brown trnder-pans becoming more streaked with white each

year until they are white with brown streaks and white nr.mp.

Range: The Australasian harrier is present in Au*ralia, New Zealan4

Melanesia and some islands of Polynesia. It occun widely in the Fijian and'Iongan island groups, but only
occasionally straggles to Samoa.

Habits: Although it prefers ro hunt over open country, this harrier can be {ound hunting over all

habitars, including warer and tall rainforest. Its characteristic hunting flight involves slow,
pronounced wing beats interspersed with gliding. Vhen gliding, the wings are held slightly above

the back in a broad shallow V, with the wingtips markedly 'fingered'. It ears birds and their eggs and

nestlings, lizards, frogs, rodents, large insects and carrion, plus fish snatched from the water surface.

Voice: Generally silent n'hen solitary, otherwise a whistled psi.

Holevo ousetolio
Hagahaga he tino: Ko e vahega nranulele hui loloa, ti loloa foki mo e tau fulu he hiku ( 55 e

senetimitrt lolo,r nro e lau lalahi foki e tau pekau. Ago e tau punrata, pihia mo e matafu he gutu nro

e t,ruhui, ka e uli e glrtu mo e makoktr t\rga e matau. Ha he i ai loga e tau lanu kehekehe krra kitia ke

he rau Iulu, ru:reke foki ke hihihiki f,rk,rhaga e luru he tau fulu, f.rkalata ke he tupuaki he ha:ura tino.
Ko e rau vahega manulele kuir katoa e taki tahr e tau kiltoa tali he fanau, kua kaki tuga e lole koko
ha lautolu a tau fulu he tilo katoa. Ka ko e tau vahega manulele kua hototia e nrotua, kua kitia e kehe

ha kua kikila fakahaga e tau fulu kaki he tau tino, mur atu e kikila pihia ke he tau fulu he ao i lalo.
Kua kitia tumau e hikiaga ia he tau fulu mai he tarr takitaha, ato hokotia e motua, ti kitia agataha e

[ea mo e kaki he tau fulu he tino. ka e tea foki e tau fulu he v:tla ne hifo ke he muimui.
Tau vahega motu ne nofo ai: Ko e vahega manulele nri, kua fakahigoa ko e 'tlaleva Ausetalia' kua

nofo ai i Ausetalia. Niu Silani. tau atumotu Melanesia mo e falu a atumotu Polinesia. Kurr kitia ai e

loga lahi e tau vahega manulele nai i Fiti rno Tonga, ka e nakai mahani ke kitia hololoa i Samoa.

Tau aga mahani mau: Pete ni kua mahani lahi e vahega manulele nai, ke oatu ke he tau vao tokanoa
mo e kumi kai mai i ai, ka kua rnaeke foki e vahega manulele nai ke kumi kai ai ke he tau nonofoaga
kehekehe, aofia ai foki e tau var namo mo e tau vao uhi. Ko e aga kitia mau ke he vahega manulele
nai he magaaho ka lele atu ai ke kumi kai, ha kua maeke he haana tau pekau ke lele fakaeneene, pihia
foki mo e fakakakapu he haanr a tru pekau he falu a magaaho mo e fakamnafo ai foki mo e nakai

fakahoha. Ko e nraagaho ka fakakakapu ai haana a tau pekau, kua tuku hake e ia haana a tau pekau
loloa fakatote ki tua, ke tuga e matatohi V nro e kitia maali {oki e tau matahiku pekau haana kua

tutuhi mai ki fafo. Kua kai e il e tau manulele mo e ha lautolu a tau fufua, pihia mo e tau lata ne fanau

ai. Kai ai foki mo e tau mokotaliga, tau lane, mo e falu a vahega manu pihia mo e tau moko kelekele,

pihia foki rno e tau ika ka moua e lirutolu, ki luga he fuga vai po ke tahi.
Haana a leo: Fa mahani ke nakai logona ha leo fakahoha mai he vahega manulele nai, kaeke ke lele

fano ai. Ka e ha ha i ai e falu a rnagaaho ka tagi ai tuga e leo mafu - "psi".

*
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European Starling

Swnuawlgaris

Description: Adult European srarlings are blackish, with a metallic
green and purple sheen, and many buff spors ar the feather tips. The
qpots gradually wear away so that the starlings become mainly a glossy

black. The sharppointed bill is yellow in the breeding season, and
brownish otherwise. Its short tail and pointed wings are
characteristic. Fledglings are a uniform pale brown, with a pale duoat,
nreaky bellv and a blackish bill.
Range: This starling is a native of Eurasia and nonhern Africa, but
it has been introduced to many temperate countries including New Zealand and Australia. It is
present on some islands of Fiji and Tonga.
Habits: The European starling has a fast flight with occasional glides. Ir gathers togerher in noisy
flocks to feed. This starling is omnivorous, spending much time walking over lawns and paddocks
in search of insects and worms. In addition, it will take small lizards, crabs arrd other invertebrates
from beaches and reefs, food scraps about towns, homes and dumps, and a wide variery of fruit. 'While
it prefers to forage in open areas of man-modified habitats, flocks will fly some disrance into forest
to feed on ripe fruit in the canopy, In many countries it is a pqst, taking stock food and damaging
Iru1t croPs.

Voice: It is a noisy bird, giving a variety of whistles. However, it is capable of mimicking the calls
and songs of other species.

Miti pologi
Flagahaga he tino: Ko e vahega manulele kua fakahigoa ko e miti palagi, kaeke ke hokotia e lahi, lnn uli
e tau fi.rlu he tino katoa, mo e lanu laukou kikila e falu a fulu. Loga foki e tau ilaila ago he matahiku he
tau fulu. Ko e tau ilaila nai, to maeke ke galo kehe fakaluga ha ko e magaaho ka hokotia ai e lahi he vahega
manulele nai, to toe ni ko e tau fulu uli kikila he tino katoa haana. Koe gutu he vahega manulele nai, kua
ago oti, ti matila mo e loa foki he magahala ka fanau firfua ai, ko e lahi he tau magaaho, kua kaki e tau fulu
he tino katoa. Ku e hiku mo e matila e rua, hoe e tau pekau, kua eke mo tau fakamailoga ke kitia mitaki
ai e vahega manulele nai. Ko e e tau fulu he tau punua ikiiki kua tatai oti - kaki mama, pihia foki mo e tau
ftrlu he lalo kakia, avaava e tau frdu he manava mo e uli e guru.

Tau aga mahani mau: Ko e rahega manulele nai, lara nrahani ke lele mafiti mo e fai magaaho ke fakakakapu
ai e au pekau. Ku mahani foki ke tolo auloa mo e fakapotopoto fakalataba he magaaho ka kai ai, mo e fakahoha
fakaleol.bhi.l1o evahegamitipalaginai, kuafamahani ke kainoanihehamenlkamoua, moelahifokihe
haana atau maagaho kafakamoleai ke ev'aevafano iloto hetaumalemo euupapov! ke kumimoko kelekele
ke kai Maeke foki he vahega manulele nai ke kai e tau mokotaliga ikiiki, tau manutotolo tuga e rau kalahimu,
rno e falu he tau mena momoui hra nonofo ai he tau mataa.faga mo e tau uluulu. Kai foki e ia e tau mena kai
ka toe ke he tau ligiaga veve he tau maaga mo e tau taone, pihia mo e tau kaina- Kai foki he vahega manulele
nai e tau fua lakau momoho. FIa kua mrhani g miti palagi nai, ke heu mo e ketu moko he tau mena okano4
mua ahr ke he tau gahuaaga he tau tagat4 maeke foki he tau fuifui ke felele tokoluga mo e felele mamao ke
hohoko atu ke he tau vao motua, ke kumi fua lakau momohq he tau mena ne nonofo ai a lautolu. Ko e {alu
motu, neeke fokievahegamanulelenaimo manulele fakalavelavemo e kaimoumouerau fualalaumomoho
mo e tau kai he tau manu.
Tau vahega motu ne nonofo ai: Ko e vahega manulele nai, kua mahani ke nonofo mau he motu ko

fr
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Silvereye

Zostnops kteralis

Description: The silvereye is a small (10 cm), active, mainly olive
green bird with a prominent white eye ring. Except for a grey
upper b,rck, the upper pans of this bird are mainly olive green.

The throat, breast and vent area are tinged yellow, the flanks
brownish, and the belly white .

Range: The silvereye is a widely distributed species being found
in Australia, New Zealand, New Caledonia and the Fiji
archipelago.
Habits: This species is typically found in flocks, individuals
regularly calling to one another. It has a rapid and direct, slightly undulating fligbt. Silvereyes glean

insects, caterpillars and spiders from trunks, branches and foliage, and take nectar and ripe fruit. They
can be found in all vegetated habitats, feeding from ground level up to the top of the canopy of rall
rainforest trees.

Voice: The contact c'all is a plaintive and repeated tzeee; the song is a rambling series of musiel whistles
which may be sustained for several minutes.

Moto silivo
Hagah:rga he tino: Ko e vahega rnanulele tino tote a nai, (10 e senetimita), tino alaala mo e lanu
laukou olive e tau fulu he tino katoa, mo e tea e tru fulu kua vikotakai he tau mata. Kua lanu laukou
olive e tau fulu he tino katoa, ka e kehe mai e tau fulu he vala ki iuga he tua, ha kua efuefu e tau fulu
kua ha ha i rri. Ago e t,ru fulu he lalo kakir, f:rtrfatr mo e muimui, keki e tau fulu he tau frahi he tino,
mo e teil e tau fulu he kupu rn:lniva.
Tau vahega motu ne nofo air Ko e vahega manulele nai, kua maeke ke kitia mo e nofo ai ke he loga
e tau atumotu kehekehe, ke tuga rr Ausetalia mo Niu Silani, Niu Kdetonia mo e tau atumotu i Fiti.
Tau aga mahani mau: Fa mahani lahi e vahega manulele nai, ke nonofo fuhifuhi fakalataha, mo e

fetauhe:raki e taha manulele ke he taha manulele. Mafiti e lele he vahega manulele nai, mo e lele
fakahako mai he taha akau ke he taha akau. Fa moua he mata siliva e tau moko ikiiki, tau ketapila
mo e tiru kufani ka toli hake a lautolu ki lug,r he tau akau. Kai foki he vahega manulele nai e tau puke
hunrelie mai he tau fiti lakau mo e tau fua lakau momoho. Fa nonofo tumau he tau fonua maala mo
e tau vao liu tutupu hrrke foou. Maeke he vahega manulele nai ke o hifo mai ke he fuga kelekele ke
kumi kai ai, po ke toli hrke foki ke he tau akau tokoluga he tau vao uhi ke kumi kai ai.
Flaana a leo: Fa logona mahino e leo tagi he vahega manulele nai, mo e fa tauui tumau - "tzee". Kua
fatiaki tumau haana a leo mafu ke he loga he tau magalho.

continued front page 56

Errrasia mo e tau motu he Faahi tokelau i Aferika, ka e taatu ai fakamui ke he tau atumoutu makalili ko
Niu Silarri mo Ausetalia, Kua ha ha i ai {oki e vahega manulele nai he falu a motu i Fiti mo Tonga.

Flaana a leo: Ko e vahega manulele nai, kua fa logona lahi haana a leo, mo e kehekehe foki e tau vahega

leo kua fa logona ai. Maeke foki e vahega manulele nai, ke fifitaki e tau leo he falu a vahega manulele
kehekehe.
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Common Myna

Aoidothercstristis

Description: This is a stocky (24 cm), conspicuous bird because

of its striking colouration, loud calls and the fact that it generally
occurs about villages and towns. The head, nape and throat are
black, the belly, under-tail covens, tail tip and wing patches
(evident only in flight) are white, and rhe rest of the feathering
is brown. The bill, bare skin below and behind the eyes and rhe
legs are yellow.
Range The common myna is native to India and Sourh Asia. It
was introduced to several islands in rhe Pacific, induding some of the Fiji, Cook and Society Islands
to control insect pests in sugar crops.
Habits: It is usually found in people-modified habirats such as farm paddocks, cocotrur plantations,
gardens, sports grounds and streets. Although it is omnivorous it eats mainly insecrs, often feeding
with canle and perching on their bachs. [o addition, ir will eat ripe fruit, grain and peoples' food scraps.
Common mynas often gather in noisy flocls and have a deliberate flight with strong wingbeats. They
are hole-nesters and will forcibly evict other species from holes rhey can get into, breaking eggs and
throwing out young.
Voice: It has a raucous range of whinling, screeching and chuckling calls thar are given softly or loud
and harshly.

Mins koino
Hagahaga he tino: Ko e vahega rnanulele alaga mao a nai Q4 e seoetimita), nakai uka e vahega
manulele nai ke kitia mo e iloa, ha kua kitia mahino e haana a tau fulu pihia mo e logonaaga ke he
haana a leo, mo e fa mahani ke nofo foki he nu loto maaga mo e tau taone. Uli e tau fulu he ulu, tua
mo e kakia, pihia foki mo e lalo kakia, ka ko e tau fulu he manava, i lalo he matafu hiku, marahiku
he hiku mo e tau ilaila he tau pekau (ne fa kitia noa he tau magaaho ka lele ai) kua tea karoa mo e ha
haiaifokiefaluafulukakiiai.Nakaifaifuluehaanaagutu,kakoekilihokoianekitianoamai,
pihia fakahaga ke hoko hifo ke he lalo gutu mo e i tua foki he tau mata, mo e aBo oti e tau hui.
Tau vahe ga motu ne nofo ai: Ko e vahega manulele nai, ko e Mina Kaina, ko e manulele fa nofo
tumau i Initia mo Asia Toga. Ko e vahega manulele tamai ke he tau atumotu he moana Pasifika he
tau vaha fakamui, ke he tau motu ruga a Fiti, Atu Kuki Aelani mo Tahiri, kua tamai pauaki ke tamate
aki e tau moko kelea ne fa kai e tau to gau he lata mo e rauteaga he suka.
Tau aga mahani mau: Fa mahani e vahega manulele nai, ke nonofo he tau gahuaaga, tuga e tarr puhala
tu talaga foou po ke tau taaga fale foou, pihia foki mo e tau fonua toka manu, tau ulu niuniu lalahi,
tau fonua maala, tau male taute mena fakafiafia mo e tau loto maaga. Pete ni ko e vahega manulele
kai fakahanoa a nai, ko e haana a tau mena kai mahuiga ko e rau moko kelekele, vave lahi a lautolu
ke tolo auloa he tau mena ne fa nonofo ai e tau povi mo e fa mahani ke tutu ai foki ke he tau tua he
tau povi. Maeke foki he vahega manulele nai, ke kai e tau fua lakau momoho, tau sega saito, pihia
nro e tau mena kai ka tiaki he tau tagata. Ko e vahega manulele nai ko e Mina kua fa mahani ke tolo
auloa mo e fakapotopoto fakalataha ke he taha e mena, mo e taute ai e tau leo fakahoha, ti maeke foki
ke logona noa e kapukapu he tau pekau ka kamata lele hake ke he pulagi. Fa mahani ke kati fata i loto
he tau liu luo, ti fa mahani pule lahi foki, ke vega mai ki fafo e falu a vahega manulele mai he tau luo
ne fa fanau fufua ai, ka e kai e lautolu e tau fufua ne toka ai po ke pihia foki e rau punua ikiiki, ne
fa vega mai e lautolu ki fafo mai he tau fata.

.*lu*n>
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Red-vented Bulbul

I\tnrnuscfu

Description: This bird is small (20 cm), readily recogpised by its mainly

&rk plumage, erectile crest, white rump and red vent area. The head,

neck, wings and tail (but for the white tail tip) are black-brown, and

the back, lower breast and belly are dark grey with pale scallopiag. The

bill and legs are black. Juveniles are brown and have an inconspicuous

orange vent.
Range: A native of India, the red-vented bulbul has been introduced to
several island groups in the PacificindudingFiji" %nga andSamoa-

Habits: It is a sociable qpecies, often gathering in noisy llocks. It usually ocorrs in peoplemodified places

such as towns, villages and farms, where it often perches on power lines, fences and houses. The bulk
of the bulbul's diet is soft fruit and berries, and it also tak€s nectar, insecs and 5mall [za415. It is t]re feeding

on fruir that brings it into conllict with gardeners and farmers. Bulbuls occxionally dash with other small

birds, especially the Polynesian triller.
Voice: The red-vented bulbul gives a variety of low-pitched chirps and whistles: chiwheer, chip-burr,
pee-pro and pee pee-plo. It also has an elaborate song of flute-like notes.

Pulupulu pu-kulo
Hagahaga he tino: Ko e vahega manulele rino tote a nai (20 e senetimita) kua maeke ke iloa mahino, ha

ko e vahega manulele lanu unoko e tau fulu, mo e ru hako hake e fefe he ulu, mo e tea e tau fulu he vala

ke he hiku, ne toka tonu ai e veliveli kula. tlli-kaki e tau fulu he ulu, kakia, tau pekau mo e hiku, ka e tea

e tau marahiku he tau ftrlu he hiku. Efuefu unoko e tau fi.rlu he vala ke he fatafata trlo e manava, mo e ha

ha i ai foki falu a ftrlu kua eke ke kikila. LIli e guru, ti pihia foki mo e tau hui. Ko e tau punua ikiiki, kua

kaki oti e tau fulu he tino mo e ha ha i ai foki e veliveli lanu fuamoli he hiku, ka e nakai kitia mahino.

Tau vahega motu ne nofo ai: Ko e rrahega manulele nofo mau i Initia a nai, ka e fakahokotia mai e.rahega

manulele nai, tuga kua fakahigoa ai ko e pulupulu pu kula ke he fdu he tau arumotu he Pasifika ke aofia ai

tau motu ha Fiti, Tonga mo Samoa-

Tau aga mahani mau: Ko e vahega manulele lalata lahi r nai, ti fa mah'.i ke tolo po ke fakapotopoto
fakalataha rumau ke he taha e nonofoaga, mo e taute ai foki e tau leo fakahoha kehekehe. Famaha.i ke
nonofo auloa he tau matarepu kua keli mo e talaga foou he tau tagata, ke tuga e tau rugafale nonofo, tau
loto maaga mo e tau taone foou, pihia moe tau fonua gahua. Mahani lahi foki e vahega manulele nai, ke
tunr holo ai he tau kave tdefoni mo e tau pou kave hila mo e tau matapatu fale talaga foou- Ko e tau vahega

mena kai kua mahuiga lahi ki ai e vahega manulele nai, ko e tau fua akau momoho, pihia mo e tau he.i
humelie mai he tau huhua fiti lakau, tau mokotaliga mo e falu a moko ikiiki. Ko e vahega manulele fiafia
lahi ke kai fua lakau momoho, kua eke ai foki e aga ia mo mena faitaua lahi mo e tau tagata gahua fonua
mo lautolu kua to lakau kai. Ka e fa mahani foki e vahega manulele nai ke latau ai mo e falu a manulele
foki, ruga e Heahea.

Haana a leo: Ko e vahega manulele nai, kua maeke ke logona ai e tau faga leo kehekehe, mua atu ke he
vahega leo mafu fakaeneene, tuga e -'chiwheer, chipburr, pee-plo" mo "peepeeplo'. Maeke foki ke
logona mai ai e falu a leo kua tuga e tagi he kitala ka ulo.

continued frotn page 58

Haana a leo: Kua maeke ke logona e leo fulukovi mo e tagi mafu kii mo e koa ka nuhea maeke foki
ke leo lahi po ke leo tote moe leo fulukovi he falu a magaaho.
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fungle Myna

Acridotheres fuscus

Description: This is a mainly black-grey bird (21 cm) with a

distinctive shon tuft above the nostrils. It is sooty grey above,
with a black head and tail, and dark grey throat and upper breast.

The tail tip, mid-belly, under-tail and a patch on each wing are

white. The bill and legs are yellow. The jungle myna looks quite
similar to the common myna and they form mixed flocks, but
the jungle myna can be distinguished by its tuft above the
nostrils, lack of yellow skin below and behind the eye, and its
generally grey feathering.
Range: The jungle myna is native to lndiir and through Burma to the Malay Peninsula. It was

introduced to r few islands in the Pacific, including the Fijian and Samoan Iroups, to combat
caterpillars in crops.
Habits: These are much the same as those of the common myna, being gregarious, noisy and confined
mainly to rural habitats, despite its common name.
Voice: It has a varicty of chuckles, whistles and screeches, like the corlrnon rnyna.

Mino voo
Hagahaga he tino: Ko e vahega manulele tino tore, lahi ke he uli-efuefu e tau fulu he haana a tino
(21 e senetimita), mo e kitia nraali e tau fulu ne tutupu nrai i loto he haana a tau pu ihu. Efuefu uli
e tau fulu he vala ki luga he haana a tino, kir e uli katoa e tau fulu he ulu, pihia mo e hiku, efuefu unoko
e tau fulu he lalo hakia mo e vala ki h.rg,r he farafata. Ka ko e matahiku he hiku, kupu manava, i lalo
he hiku, pihia mo e ila he tau pekau ne ua, kuir tea oti e tau fulu i ai. Ka e ago e gutu mo e tau hui.
Ko e rnina vao nai, kua teitei ni ke tatai mo e vahega manulele kua fakahigoa ko e mina kaina, ti maeke
ia lautolu ke fio iruloa nro e nongfo fakalataha ke he trrha mena, ka ko e mena ni ne kehekehe ai a laua,
ha kua fai fulu e tau pu ihu he nrina vao.

Nakai kitia maali mai e kili ago mo e ai fai fulu ago e lalo gutu mo e tau ava mata ke tuga e mina kaina,
mo e efuefu katoa e tau fulu he tino.
Tau vahega motu ne nolo ai: Ko e mina vao nai, ko e vahega manulele nofo mau i Initia, mo e nofo
ai foki i Burma ke hoko atu ke he Peninrsula i Malava. Kua kitia mo e iloa maali. ko e mena tamai
la ia fakamui e vahegr manulele nai ke he Pasifika mo e rnoua ai i Fiti, mo Samoa lalo, ke tamate aki
e tau moko ketapila ne fae kai moumou e tau fua he fonua.
Tau aga mahani mau: Kua tatai lahi ni e tau aga he vahega manulele nai ko e mina vao mo e mina
kaina. Kua kai noa ni ha mena ka moua, lahi e fakahoha he tru leo tagi ka nonofo auloa, mo e vave
lahi ke tolo auloa mo e nonofo he tlu gahuaga he tau tagirta mo e tau loto maaBa. Pete ni kua
fakakehekehe ha laua ir tau higorr.
Flaana a leol T:rtiri ai e logonaaga he rau leo tagi f,rkahoha he nrina vao nai mo e rnina kaina.
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Seabirds

Lesser Frigatebird

hegataarizl

Description: Thelesserfripte birdis alarge, mainly dark seabird wfth long
pointed wings and a &eply forked tail tlut spends much dme soaring on
motionlesq berrt win$Thisqpeciesisverysimilarin appeannceto the grcarer
frigatebird. Although the lesser (75 crn) is the smaller of the rwo, this
difierence is only usefirl when mixedfloc}s ocou, Distinguishing betweeo
the speoesis be* resuictedto when dearsigtrrrrgsof adr.rlt &araaerisicsarepossible. Adrltmaleleserfngatebirds
are blackwithwhitepatchesontheflanls, compared withtheentireJy blackadult malegreaterfrigatebilds. The
adultferrulelesser{rigatebirdhas awhitebreast andbeJly; e-lsewhereir is bladq ind".lingtherhroar Incontrast,
the adult female greater frigatebird is black with a white breast and throat. The immanres of *re rwo specic are
often diffio:lt to distinguish, and resemble fernale greater frigtebirds.
Range The lesser frigatebird drsperses throughout the tropical Pacific souh of 15'N, and visirs nearly every
islandgroup inthesouthcentnl Pacific.Itis themorecomrnonof the rwo speciesinthe region, andbreedson
Rose Atoll of American Samoa, and the islands of Fiji urd Tonga
Habits: As for greater frigatebird
Voice: It is usually silent away fromthe nest.

Monu folou tino tote
Flagehaga he tino: Ko e vahega manulele nai, ko e rnanulele rino tore, ko e taha {oki he tau vahega nranulele
tahi, uli ketoa e tino mo e loloa e tau pekar.q ka e nutila e uru hoe he hihr rugn kua fa falaaoga e ia ke lele fano
ar mo e fakapaagr f'ano-u he pulagi nro e naku fegdrutu e uu pekau he r;tr mngaaho ka lele ai he pulagr. Ko e

taha faga vahega manulele pehe nai fohi, pete ni lre tote hifo e tino fl6 e senetimita), ha ko e vahega maruleJe tote
a iahe fagamanulelerui, hramaeke ni ke kitiae fekeheketreakihalar:a kaeke kenonofo fakalatahaheu[aemena
Ko e menamaekeni ke kitiamitaki efekehekehe aki he uu faga rnanulde nai, hemagaaho ka kititatata aruki
ai, mo erruhani {okimo e halaua atauagamahani ai. Ko erahegamanulelepehenai, kahokotia emotua, har
maeke ke kitia mitaki e manulele taane he faga tote hilo, ba hra uli oti e tau fulu haana tuga mo e ha ha i ai foki
e ila tea he tau faahi, ka fakatatai atu ke he vahega manuleJetaane hefag3tino lahihe teumanutahi petre nai Ko
ewrhegarnanuleleGfinehe fagamanulelepehenai, hrateaetaufuluhe 6,rga faufaramo emanav4 kaeulietau
fr.rluhetino kato4pihiamo elalo kakia Ko efagarunuleletino lahihevahepmanulelenai, kahokodaelahi,
hra uli mo e tea e tau firlu he fr.rga faufata, pihia mo e lalo kakie Ifu ko e tau punua iki-iki he tau faga manulele
uanai, kua nakaimukamukakekithekehekehe, ha lsuatataiuani mo e fagamanulde fifine kaednolahimai
he vahega manulele uhi pehe nai
Tau vahega motu ne nofo ai: Ko e faga tino tote he vahega murulde tahi pehe nai, lrua nonofo holo ai he tau
aturnoor mafana he Pasifika ke he fmhi 1sga, lata mo e l5o ke he hahi tokelau" mo e fa fenoga atu foki ke he tau
motu oti he faahi toga - uho he moana Pasifika. Ti ko e faga manulde tino tote pehe nai ne fa kitia rumau (rnai
hetau fag3manuleleneru) hetauatumotuhc frahi moananai, nro e{anauaihemotukoRosemaihe tauarumonr
[6 fun"like gamoa, pihia foki mo e falu a motu he tau moru ikiiki ha Fiti mo Tonga-
Tau aga mahani mau: Tatai ni e tau mahani mo e tau aga he faga manulele tino tote nai mo e tau aga he faga
rr1a1rulqls tin6 lahi he vahega manulele tahi nai.
llaana a leo: Fa mahani ke lele fa]<atotomo mo e nalui lai leo e vaheg'a manulele nai, kaeke ke lele kehe mai he
haanaafata
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Bridled Tern

Stanwanaetlnus

Description: A medium-sized grey and white tem (40 cm), with a

deeply forked tail. It is similar to the sooty tem, but has brown-grey

upper pans and grey tinged under-pans. The diagnonic features are

thc white forehead and the white below the black eyestripe: both
ssending beyond tle eye.

Rangc: This species is a vagrant to the south-central Pacific, with
rhe closest breeding sites being in Australia, the Solomons and

Bismarck archipelago.
Hebits: The bridled tem has a buoyant flight, and feeds on small fish and squid by making shallow dives

to snatch them from just below the surface.

Voice: A distinctive yapping or laughing call is usual.

Toketqke ulu kofu
Hagahaga he tino: Ko e vahega manulele tino vahaloto a nai (40 e senetimira), efuefu mo e tea e tau

fulu he rino, mo e matila e tau {oto he tau fulu he hiku. Fetataiaki lahi mo e hagahaga he vahega

manulele kua fakahigoa ko e taketake uli, ka e kehe ni ha kua kaki efuefu e tau fulu he vahega manulele

nai, he vala ki luga he tino, mo e melomelo efuefu e tau firlu he ao. Ka ko e fakamailoga ke kitia mitaki
ai e vahega manulele nai, kua fakahigoa ai ko e taketake ulu kofu, ha kua tea e tau fulu he matale, pihia

moe rau fulu tea i lalo hifo he tau fulu ava uli he tau mata, kua matutaki fakdataha atu mo e molea

e tau mata. (tuga e kofu tea kua kofu aki haana a ulu).

Tau vahega motu ne nofo ai: Ko e vahega manulele nai, kua fa mahani ke o fano mai he taha motu

ke he taha motu he rau atumotu he faahi toga-uho he moana Pasi{ika, mo e maeke ai foki ke iloa ki
ai, ko e tau moru ne fanau fufua ai a lautolu, ko Ausetalia mo e atumotlt Solomona, pihia foki moe

motu ko Bismarck.
Tau aga mahani mau: Ko e vahega manulele nai, tuga kua faka higoa ai ko e taketake Ulukofu, ko
e mena maeke ia ia ke lele hifo moe nofo ai he tahi mo e maeke foki ke moua ai e tau ika ikiiki moe

falu a mena momoui he tahi ke lata mo ia.

Haana a leoi Ko e vahega manulele nai, kua maeke ke logona noa e haana a leo, tuga ko e tagata tutala
tumau mo e kata tumau foki ka logona.

I

l
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SootyTern

Sternafurata

Descriptionr This medium-sizedtern (43 cm) is colouredblack and
white with a long lorked tail. The upper parts are dark brown-black,
and the under-parts white. The white forehead extending to jusr
above the eye and the black eye stripe nuuring to the base of the beak
are diagnostic features. Juven.iles are dark sooty brown with buff
feather edgings on their upperpans, and a white belly.
Range: The sooty tern is widely distributed and common in the
tropicai Pacific, *-here it breeds on most island groups including
Fiji, Tonga and Samoa.
Habits: A highly gregarious tern when feeding, it spends much of the non-breeding season far from
land. It {eeds on small fish and zooplankton which are taken by making surface dives after hovering
bverhead. The sooty tern has a light buoyant flight with slow deliberare wing bears.
Voice: A harsh screeching kree-a-reek or wide-awake is heard.

Toketoke uli
Hagahega he tino: Ko e vahega manulele tino vahaloto a nai (43 e senetimira), uli mo e rea e tau fulu
he tino, ti lolor mo e foto matila e tlrr fulu he hiku. Uli-Kaki unoko e tau fulu he vala ki luga he tino.
Terr e tau fulu he nr;rtale, pihia lic .h,:ko atu ke he tau tauga nrata, ka e uli e tau ava mrta, ke hoko atu
ke he nr.rrrrlu he gutu. tug,r ku;r eke mo frlunrailoga ke kiti,r nriteki ai e kehe he vahega nranulele nai
ntai he falu a vahega nrmulele. Ko e haanr r tau punut ikiiki, kua unokouli-kaki mo e melomelo ago
e tau kirl:rkala he tau fulu lre tilo k;rro,r. ka e tea e tiru fulu he m:lnava-
Tau vahe ga motu ne nofo ai: Ko e v;rhegir manulele n;ri, kul nraeke ke kitia tumau ke he loga he
tau atumotu maianl he moana Pasifika, ha ko e Iau nrotu haia ne fanau {ufua ai a lautolu, mu:r iltu
ke he t,ru atumotu ha Fiti, Tonga mo Sanror.
Tau aga mahani mau: Ko e vahega manulele nai, kua mahani lahi ke tolo fakalataha mo e

fakapotopoto auloa ke he taha e mena, he mirgaaho kn kai ai a lautolu. Fa mahani foki he tau magahala
ka nakai fanau fufua ai a lautolu ke ortu fakamamao mai he motu ki moana. Ko e ha lautolu a tau
nrena kai nrahuiga, ko e tau ika ikiiki rnai be tofia, pihia mo e falu a muu totolo mai he fuga kelekele,
kaeke ke nr.oua e lautolu he tau magaaho ka lele hifo ai ke he kelekele fakamafiti mo e kakati hake
ai ke he gutu mo e liu lele kehe fakaave ai. Ko e vahega manulele nai, he magaaho ka lele fano ai a ia
he pulagi, kul lele ni fakaeneene mo e fakatatai atu e t,ru pekau haana ke he fiafia he haana a lele.
Haana a leo: Kue matila mo e logona lahi e haana r leo ka ragi, ruga e "Kree-a-reek" po ke "wide
awake".
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Masked Booby

Suhdanyhtra

Description: This is a large booby (81 cm) with a black tail. The adults
are white with blackish-brown llight and tail fearhers, plus a black face.
The bill is robust, pointed and yellowish. The legs and feer are variable in
colourfrom grey to olive.Juveniles are mainly brown-black above with
much white monling, erycialy about the base of the neck Theinrn&r-
parts are mainly white, speckled with brown, and the bi[ ir gt"y.
Range: The masked booby may be seen anywhere over tropical and
nrbtropical Pacific seas. It breeds on atolls and rocky offshore islets of
many island grcups in the soudrcentral Pacific, induding those of Fiji and Samoa, but not Tonga. It is rhe leas
tolerant of human habitation of all the boobies, and as a ground-nesting qpecies it is vulnerable to predatory
mammals.

Flabits: Boobiesare strongfliers, withpowerfirl wing beats rnterqpenedwithshort gLdes. Theyunrally0y about
7- 10 rnetres above the water, diving from the air with considerable qpeed into the water to capture [sh. Masked
boobies unrally feed well offshore. Boobies often feed in large flocks and these are occasionally used by Pacfic
islanders to locate schools offish. Frigatebirds often harass boobies to obtain rheir food
Voice: Invariably qrriet away from the nesring groturds.

Puupi gutumolu
Hagahaga he tino: Ko e vahega manulele tino lah.i a nai, (81 e senetimita ) mo e uli e tau fr-rlu he hiku.
Ko e tau manulele lrua hokotia e lahi he vahega manulele nai, hu tea mo e uli-kaki e tau {ulu he tau pekau,
pihia mo e tau fulu he hiku, ka e uli e tau fulu he tau mata. Matila mo e mao e gutu, ri ago e gutu katoa.
Kua fa kehekehe e lanu he tau hui mo e tau lapalapa hui, efuefu - eke ke lanu lau olive. Ko e tau punua ikiiki,
kua lahi ke he kaki-uli e tau ftiu he vala ki luga he ulq mo e ha ha i ai foki e rau ilaila, mua aru ke he tau
fulu he matafu kakia- Ko e tau {ulu he ao katoa, kua tea mo e fiofio aki e tau fulu kaki, ka e efuefu e gutu.
Tau vahega motu ne nofo ai: Ko e vahega manulele nai, kua maeke ke kitia ke he ha motu he tau vahega
mom ma{ana pihia, mo e tau vahega motu nakai makalili lahi he moana Pasifika. Kua fanau fu{ua ai ke
he tau atumotu tokolalo mo e tau matamaka he tau tahi tokanoa he loga he tau moru ikiiki he faahi toga
- uho he moana Pasifika, ke aofia ai e tau atumotu ha Fiti mo Samoa, ka e nakai kitia i Tonga. Ko e mena
nakai mahani e vahega manulele nai ke nofo he tau atumoru nofo tagat4 mo e ko e vahegatanulele nai,
kua fa mahani ke fanau fufua ai ke he fuga kelekele, kua hagahaga kelea lahi ke he tau manu huifa ne fa o
fano he fuga kelekele.
Tau aga mahani rnau : Ko e vahega manulele nai, kua malolo lahi he lele, ha ko e haana a tau pekau malolo
lahi mo e h fakakakapu he tau magaaho ka lele ai. Fa mahani ke lele ai ke he 7 -10 e mita he tokoluga hake
mai he puke tahi, ti maeke foki ke ukutoka mafiti ki loto he tahi, ke moua e falu a ika ke lata mo ia. Ko
e vahega manulele nai kua fa moua hololoa haana a tau ika ke kai mai he tau magamoana tokanoa. Ko e
vahega manulele nai foki, lrua mahani ke tolo auloa mo e o f'uhi{r:hi fakalataha ke kumi kai ai, ko e kakano
foki haia, ati eke ai mo mahaniaga mau he tau tagara futi ika he rau arumoru he moana Pasifika, ke
mumuitua atu ke he tau vahega manulele pehe nai, kaeke ke kitia atu i moana, ha kua iloa e lautolu, ko
e tau fuifui ika foki haia ha ne mumui rua atu ki ai e tau manulele. Fa mahani e tau vahega manulele nai
kua fakahigoa ko e Manu Folau ke lakalavelave po ke lali ke fofo e tau ika mai he vahega manulele nai.
Haana a leo: Fa mahani e vahega manulele nai, ke nakai fai leo {akahoha he tau magaaho ka lele kehe ai
mai he fata.

--{t
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Brown Booby

Sulaleucogaster

Description: A strikingly marked brown and white booby (78 cm).
The feathering is predominantly rich brown in colour, except for a

white belly, vent and underwings. The brll is greyish-yellow andthe
feet yellowish, with the male's facial skin being blue and the female's
yellow-green. Juveniles have the same plumage pattern as adulrs, but
with the white replaced by light brown or buff. The juvenile masked
booby looks sinrilu o the adult browrr. booby, excepr rhar rhe former
has monled brown and white fe;rthers over the back and lower neck.
The juvenile brown booby is similar to the juvenile red-footed
booby, but the latter is uniform brown below inste;rd of being
two-toned.
Range: The brown booby visits lnd breeds on all ishnd g,roups of rhe tropical Pacific.
Habits: These are similar to the masked booby, except that the brown booby usually occurs
individually or in pairs and generilly feeds inshore.
Voice: These birds are silenr ar sea.

Puupi koki
Hegahaga he tino: Ko e v,rhegl m,rnrrlelc n.ri, ku,r rnrrkemuha kc kitia ha kua tokanoa e hama,r tarr
fulu tea nro e krki he tino k;rto:t (78 e senetinrite ). Ko e hairn,r,r rau fr.rlu ku:r kitia mahino e kaki, ka
e kehe mai he r,ru fulu te;r he nliulirva. rnrrinrui, pihi.r nro e t:rrr lirlo pekarr. Efuefu-ago e gutu, mo e

irgo e tJtt lnri. K.r c Lrtttt nto:ttt,t e t.tu htlurrtlt.t hc vlheg;r nr;uulcle ta,rnr., ka c.rgo-lluru liukou e trru
fulu nrata he v;rhega Irr.utulele frfine. Ko e till punrlir ikiiki ku.r trtiri ni hr laurolrr a tau fulu mo e rau
vahega m:rnulele kurr hokoti;r e motuir, k,r ko e kehe ni ne macke ke kitia ki ai, ha kua melonrelo ago-
kaki e tau ftrlu he tau punua ikiiki, ka e nrkai tea hokoia. Ko e tau ftrlu he tau punua ikiiki he vahega
manulele kua flkahigoa ko e puupi gutunralu kua tatai e hagahaga mo e tau fulu ke vahega manulele
nai, kaeke kua hokotia e motua he tino. Ka koe mena ni ne kehe mai ai, ha kua fai ilaile kaki e tau
fulu tea he tau punua ikiiki he puupi guturualu, tuga kua kitia ai ke he haana a rua mo e lalo guru.
Ka e tatai e hagrrhaga he tino he t:ru punua ikiiki he vahega manulele ko e puupi kaki nro e hagahaga
he tino he tau punu,r ikiiki he t,rha vahega mmulele foki kua fakahigoa ko e puupi hui kula, ka ko
e mcna ni ne kehe ai a lirua, ha kua kalci katoa e rau fulu he puupi hui kula, ke fakatatai aru ke he tau
fulu he taha - hir kua ua e v,rhega fulu hua ha hir i ri.
Tau vahegir nlotu ne nonofo rri: Ko e virhega mrulrlele nai, ko e puupi kaki, kua kitia ai mo e fanau
fufu:r ai foki ke he tiru irtumotu m:rfana oti he moirna Pasifika.
Tau aga mahani mau : T:rtai ni e trru agr m,rh,rni m:ru he vahega manulele nai, mo e vahega manulele
kua fakahigoa ko e puupi gutunralu, ko e rnenir ni ne kehe mai ai ha kua fa mahani e vahega rnanulele
ko e puupi kaki nai, ke o taki tokotnha po ke o takihoa ua ka felele fano he pulagi, mo e moua haana
a tau mena kai ki luga he fuga kelekele.
Haana a leo: Fr mahani ke nakai logonn ha leo miri he vahega manulele nai, he magaaho ka lele aru
ai a ia ki tahi.
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Red-footed Booby

Suhsuh

Description: This is the smallest of the three boobies (21 cm) and
occurs in four colour plumages. One plumage is white except for
black flight feathers on the wings and a peach tinge over the head
and neck. The brown plumage is brown all over. The white-tailed
brown pl'-age is brown with the rump, belly and tail white, and
the head is usually paler than in the brown plumage. In addition,
there is the white-tailed, white-headed plumage whidr has the rest
of the body brown. Adults have pink facial ski.n, blue bill, and
bright red legs and feet. Juveniles are all brown with grey bills and feet. Distinguishing features from
the other boobies are the red feet, and the whire tails of the white plumages.
Rangc: The red-footed booby visits and breeds on nearly all tropical Pacific Island groups.including
Fiji, Samira and Tonga. As a tree nester, the red-footed booly is relatively tolerani of human
habitation.
Habits: These are much the same as for the masked booby, but it tends ro prefer foraging in coastal
waters where it flocks together in groups of up to 100 birds. It is known to carch flying fish while
the fish are in flight.
Voice: Noisy chattering sounds are often given by feeding birds,

Puupi hui kulo
Hagahaga he tino: Ko e vahega manulele kua mua atu e tino tote a nai, mai he tau faga puupi ne tolu
(71 senitimita) mo c kitia ki ai, ko e fa la e vahega lanu kehekehe he rau fulu he tir:o. Ko e vahega fakamua,
fulu tea oti e tino, ka ko e mena ni ne kehe ai, ha kua uli e tau frilu he tau pekau tuga kua fa kitia noa ka
lele,moehahaiaiefaluafulumelomeloagofuapisiilugaheulumoekakia.Koevahegakeuaaki,
kua lsski oti e tau fulu he tino. Ha ha i ai e vahega ke tolu aki, kua tea e tau fulu he hiku ka e kaki oti e tau
fulu he tino mo e kehe e vala he rino ne hilo ke he tau hui, manava, mo e hiku ha kua tea e falu a ftrlu.
Ko e tau fulu foki he ulu, kua ke he mai he tau frrlu he vahega ke ua aki, ne fulu kaki oti e tino. Ko e vahega
ke fakahiku aki, kua tea e tau frrlu he hiltu, pihia foki mo e tau fulu he ulu, ka e kaki e tau firlu he tino katoa.
Ko e tau vahega manulele kua hokotia e lalahi, kua pakatea e kili he tau mar4 lanumoana e guru, ka e lnrla
momoho e tau hui mo e tau lapalapa hui. Ko e tau punua ikiiki, kua kaki e rau fulu he tino katoa, ka e

1fuefu 
e 3u hui mo e gutu. Kitia e kehe he vahega puupi nai, ha kua kula haana tau hui mo e tau lapalapa

hui mai he fulu a vahega manulele pehe nai. Pihia foki ni e kehe he vahega manulele hilcu tea, ha kua t-e"
e tau fulu he hiku, ka fakatatai atu ke he falu a faga rnanulele pehe nai, tuga kua talahau i luga.
Tau vahega motu ne nofo ai: Ko e vahega manulele puupi hui kula nai, kua {a kitia mo e fanau fufua
he loga he tau atumoru mafana he Pasifika, he aofia ai e tau atumoru ha Fiti, Sa:noa mo Tonga. Ha ko
e vahega manulele nai, kua fa mahani ke katifata ai i luga he tau akau rokoluga, kua naki fai fakalavelave
atu e tau tagata momoui ke he ha lautolu a tau nonofoaga.
Tau aga mahani mau: Tatai lahi e tau aga mehani ai he vahega manulele nai mo e vahega manulele kua
fakahigoa ho puupi gutumalu, ka e pete he pihia, kua mahani e vahega manulele oai, ke kitia rumau ke
he tau kaukau tahi, ha ne kumimoko ai kelatamo ia, kuamaekeke nonofo fuhifuhi tokologa alautolu
- ke hoko ke he 100 e manulele he taha e fakapotopotoaga. Ko e iloaaga ki ai, ko e nonofo Joa pihia a
lautlu he taha e mena, ke fakatalitali atu ke tapaki e tau ika tuga e tau hahave ka felele {ano ai.
Haana a leo: Ko e vahega manulde leo lalahi mo e fakahoha rumau a nai, mua aru e fakahoha ke he tau
manulele fifine he magaaho ka fagai ai ha laurolu a tau punua ikiiki.
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Other avifauna also found on Niue

Fruit Bat or Flying Fox

PtEvptbngeus

Status: Resident,unknown numben.Itwasapparcndy common atrhetumof theccntury, whenlugeflocks
were seen flying overhead. The decreasing arnorurt of primary rainforest" the reduction of tapu areas and

the introduction of shotguns have definitely lod to a profound reduction in geka on Niue.
Description: This is the only species of bat found on Niue. It looks like a typical flying fox that is found
throughout the tropics. The back, rump, brrrst and body are a blackish colour, with the back being slighdy
darker and glossier. The mantle is very pale cream buff, with the sides of the neck slightly deeper in shade.

The foreneck is a blackish colour, combined with seal brown. The space beween the eyes is pale nrsset and

the chin and$roat are blackish.
RangeltisoneoftJremostwideqpreadofallthe PteropusquiesandisfoundthroughouttheSouthPaci{ic,
indudingPapuaNew Guinea, Solomonlslands, Vanuanr Fiji, New Gledoni4American SamoaandSemo4

Cooklslands, Tonga and)fallisandFunura- The subqaes,Ptnngan*s, which ocornin Niue isdsofourd
in C-ook Islands, Fiji, Tonga, Wallis and Futuna and in the Samoan idands.

Habits: It is a noctumal qpecies, usually emerging to forage just before dusk and reruming at dawn. The
peka is a colonial species aldrough they are usrally only found in small roosting groups, with fewer than
twenry bats. It is higtrly lilely that the peka is reqponsible for pollination of some forest trees on the island,
as it is on other Pacilic islands. Peka don't eat only fruit; rlrey also feed on nectar and pollen from a variety
of trees as well, and appear to have favoured food, depending on the availability of their preferred food.
High preference food iocludes the flowers of kapok, tuale, kafika and kolivao, and the fruits of
rn:rnBor pao, ifi, tava, kanurnea, tomato, flsi (banma) and fa (pandanus). (Leary and Aujare, 1994;

Elmqvist er al. 1991: Vodzicki and Felten, 1975)

Breeding: Little is known about its breeding habits. It is thought th:rt the breeedrng season would be

sometime between March andJune.

Hunting: The peka is hunted for two months of the year, but mainly in December. They are shot as they
pass over roads or tracks, whcn flying to and from their roost sites, during dusk and dawn. It is a very
imponant tradirional food source for the Niueans, but funher infonnation is urBenrly required about the
starus of the peha, its populatioo and tle impact that hunting has on it.

Peko
Teu Talahauaga mahani mau: Ko e peka, ko e vahega manu nofo mau he moru nai ko Niue, ka e nakai
iloa po ke fiha e katoa. Ka e na mailoga mitaki e loga he vahega manu nai i Niue tali mai he magahal 100

tau kua mole atr:, ruga he fa kitia mau ai hane felele fihifuhi fano iluga he motu nai, Ka e ha kua maeke ke
kitia foki e tote hifo fakahaga he tau vao uhi i Niue ai nai ha ko e tau puhala gahua fonua he vaha nai, pihia
mo mahanai tiaki fali:ahaga he rau vao-fakatapu (tau tauga) he tau mamarua i tuai mo e nakai fakatumau ke
Ieveki atuki ai, mua atu foki ha ko etamaiagake he moru nai e loga mo loga he tau kanavaakau fana, kua
eke ai e tau mena oti pihia mo mena ke fakatofe hifo aki fakahaga e tau nranu peka i Niue he vaha tonu nai
moeanoiha.
Heg'ahaga he Tino: Ko e taha ni e vahega peka nai ni kua ha ha i Niue, uli mai fakamua Kua tatai lahi e

peka nai mo e fokisi-lele, tuga kuafa kitiake hetau aturnotumafana. Uli etau firlufuluhetuahepeka, pihi.
foki e kupu manava, fuga fatafata mo e tino katoa ka e mahomo atu e uli kikila ke he tau fulufulu he nra.
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Ko e tau frilufrrlu he matafu kakia, kua ha ba i ai e tau frrlufi.rlu ata eke ke agolkula mo e eke ke kikila foki
Ha ha i ai foki ni e tau firlufulu agolkula, eke ke kakii ke he vahaloto he tau mata ka e uli katoa e lalo
kunukumu,pihia fokimo e lalo kakiamo e alo gutu.
Thu Vahega Motu ne nofo ai: Ko e phe a nai he tau rahega peka kua tupu tolo maki mo e kitia fakaholo
katoa kc he au aru-moru he Moana Pasifika Toga" lre aofia ei a Papua Niukini Aru Solomona, Vanuaru, Fisi,
Niu Kaleonia Amdika Samoa mo Sarnoa Katoa, Atu Kuki Aelanc T""ga pihia mo Ualisi mo Futuna Ka
ko e vahega peka ni haia kua nofo mai i Niue mo e kitia ai foki ke he Aru Kuki Aelani, Fisi, Tonga, Ualisi
mo Futuna, pihia foki mo e tau arumoru i Samoa.
Tau Nonofoaga: Koe vahega peka nai, kua fa mahani ke tukufenoga fano hokoia he tau magaaho a{iafi
pouli ke kumi kai ai, kaluatufokikehehana ofagaruhani aihetaumaaahopogip%ikii Ko emanupeka
ko e vaheganranunonofo auloa, ketugahe fa kftia kiai,lnratau fubifirhi auloaheraha emaraka"i, t"g" l*
mo e 20 e peka he taha e tauaga.peka pehe nai. Liga ni kua mooli e manaru ne pehe, ko e tau maoupeka
ne fa feutaaki e tau efu fitilakau he falu a akau he vao uhi, mo e maeke ai ke moua ai e tau fira akaq ke-ruga
he fa kida foki ke he falu a atu-moru he moana Pasifika.
Kua iloa maali foki, ko e mena nakai ko e tau fua akau hokoia e tau mena kai he tau manu peka, ka e maeke
foki ia lautolu ke kai e tau huhua hunrdie he tau fiti akau mai he falu a vehega akau kua mahuiga ke he tau
peka, he tau magahala kua lata ki ai, po ke mafua pauaki. Ko e tau kai mahuiga he tau peka, kia aofia ai e
tau fiti varag tau fiti urali, kafika kolivao, pihia mo e tau fira mage pao, ifi, tana, kanunea, romato, futi rno
etaufuafa (loaryandAujarelgg4) (Elmgvist aal lggl,vodzickiandFelten 1995).
Fanafanauaga: Nakai lahi e iloaaga ke he fanfanau aga he manu ko e peka. Ka e manatu ai pehe, ko e
magahala fanafanau he peha,liga ko e vahaloto he atruuahinaMati mo luri he tau tautakiralp.
Magahala Fanafana Peka ke kai: Ha ha i aj ua e mahina kua fa mahani ke fana ai he rau tagata Niue e
peka ke kai ka e mahomo aru lre he mahina Tesemo he tau tru oti. Kua fa mahani ke fana pJagi ai e tau
peka he tau matakavi mahuiga he tau puhala tu po ke tau hala loto/vao he tau magaaho afiafi pJu[ po ke
tau magaaho pogipogi kii, kaoau po ke liliu mai ai e tau peka he ha laurolu a tau turuliaga kalKo e peka,
ko e manu kai mahuiga ka gako ai e manu nai. Kua manako lahi agaia he magahal. rorr,, ,r"i k. *oo" f"1,,
a fakamatalaaga tonu hagaao- ke he moui katoa he peka mo e kualata foki lie raute e taha kumikumiaga
pauaki, ke iloa ai po ke fiha e katoatoa he tau manu peka kua nonofo i Niue ainai, mo e ke iloa foki e tuaia
bagahaga kelea he tau manu pek* he motu 

'ai 
kaeke ke fakatumau e mahani fanafana.
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Niuean bird legends

The Kale and theVeka

The kale and the veka used to live together as friends. One &y howwer the kale decided that he would divide
up their food. so rhe kale spoke to his friend rhe veka.

'Those long leaves (sugar cane), those wide leaves (bananas) and those round leaves (talo) belong ro me,
but the rubbishrtat the llies eat,let that be yourponioa.'

The veka was very angr)' at this, because the kale had only left him rhe poor food He went down ro the
sea where he saw a giant clam. he climbed down to ir and rubbing his feer on the back of the shell, sang
to the kale.

"Come here and strerch your legs against rhis thing"
So the kale came down and pushedhis legs inside the dam shell, at once the dam pressed togerher, closing
up his shells. The veka then went up to the rops of the cliffs, and started his song.
"Sea come up a lirtle, sea come quickly, cover up and kill the kale."

Before the veka had finished his song, the sea began to rise in large waves and rhe kale gradually disappeared
as the sea rose, with only his head renraining above the warcr. This forced him to stretch out his legs, since
the clam was still dosed together. It is for this reason that the kale has long legs.

\{hen the full tide came in however, the clam opened up his shell, allowing the kale to escape. At once the
kale ran up the hill,chasing the ve ka wrtil he caught him and scratchod open the head of the veka This is the
reason why the head of tle veka is divided, and he eats rubbish, while the kale eats sugar cane, banrnas and
talo. even up to this day.

The story of the naughty children and the Owl

In a village lirred a family whose chil&en were active and loved the outdoors. One &y, as the morher was
preparing to go out to the bush garden, she told the children to behave and obey all of her instnrctions.
She told them to look after their younger brother and warned them of the consequences they would
face if they were to disobey her.

As soon as the mother left for the garden, the ch.ildren resumed their games and from time to time, they
glanced at their yorurger brotlrer, happily crawling around them.
They 'vere so engrossed in their girmes thar they forgot to heed their nrother's wamings. Suddenly, an owl
flew down and perched ontop of a p,rndanus tree, to rhe urnoyance of the chil&en. The owl lookecl with
beady eyes, peering at them. At first the children ignored it, hoping that it would lly away. Afrer sometime
it was still there, and they srarred ro nrock it, cilling it names. "Lulu, lulu mata popoko.....!" (.owl,
owl with beady eyes......!")
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Before tle children finished, the owl swooped down, grabbing the youngest with its mighry claws, lifted

[im up and fler*' away. The naughty children didn't know what to do, rnd staned to cry in despair. they

shouted at the owl and said that they were sorry but the owl ignored rhem and flew away out of sight. They

worried over their explanation of the disappearance of their brother asd what they would say to rheir

mother as soon as she retumed from the garden.

Vhen rheir modrer did renrrn, she was suqprised to find her dr.ildren quiet and well behaved. She asked wh*
hacl happened and listened in horror as they tried to explained it. After some thought she came up with an

idea. She said the nec time t}rar rle owl returns, mo& him and wait and see what happens. Mren he descends,

be ready to strike him. They did this and dre lace o{ the owl u/as cut off. That is why nowadays you see

the flat face ofthe oqrl.

Tau tala tuai ha Niue hagaao ke he tau
m an u lele

Ko e kale mo e veka
Ko e krrle nro e vek,r, ko e tau kapitiga leolco a laua, ti fa rn,rhiuri ke nonofo fakilataha. K,r e hoko ke

he raha aho, kuir nlinako ,ri e kale ke veteheua hr leu,t,r l.lu nlenr kai, irtivag.rhart atu ,ti e krle ke he

h,r,rnl kirp.itiga ko vekl peire, "Ko e tau l;ru .rhau l.ru lolo,r i ho, (t,ru lau to) mo e t:ru liru ,rk,ru leu l.rlJri

Qau furi) mo e lau lau ak,ru lrrrr ve]iveli i ko, Q.ru t,rlo) ko e hrraku a ia, ka ko e tru otrota ne vo :lt e

r-.ru lago, ko e tufl,rga ha.ru ,r ie rrra veka". Kue itrr l'irhi e vek;r ke he tal;rhmirg.r ia, hl kua toka he k.rle

e r:rs nlq.1:r kai keler hok.rirr, ke I,rtrr nro i;r. Ne hifo ai .r ia ki tahi he tlrha ,rho, mo e kittl ,ri e l:r e gegc

nrahaki foili. Kua uku hifo a ir ki lalo ke he nrena ne toka :ri e gege mo e goigoi tki haan,r a tau hui
e kili mao he gege, nro e uhu ai e ia e lologo hagaro ke he ke.le, pehe,

"Hau ke he na e, na kale rno e Iakaloloa hifo e rau hrri haarr ki loto he mena niri".

Ati finatu ai agar.aha e kale ke he mena tonu il, mo e onroi hifo haen,r a t:ru hui ki loto he gege, ko

e mirgaaho i:r foki ne m.alopoti ai e gutu he Bege, mo e pir ai haana tau t'ailri nr,ro he gtnu- Ko e magairho

ia ne liu toli hake ai e veka ki luga he feutu, mo e karnata :ri ke uhu haana a lologo pehe "Hirke mri
taha nra tahi na e, hake mai fakrnufiti ke lomoki ki lalo, nlo e tamxte a kale"'

Ka e nahai Ia ori e lologo he veka, kua kamata e tlhi ke hokohoko nro e fafati mai foki e tiru petu

lalahi mo e tokoluga, irti kamata agataha e kale ke tomo hifo fakahaga ki liro, ka e toe ni ko e ulu haura

ne keakea hake ki lugir nr,ri he puke rnlri. Ko e mag,ilaho ia foki ne kamata e kale, ke rnioi mo e akiraka

fano fakamalolo, e hann:r a tau hui, ka kua malopoti agnia e gutu he gege. Ko e k,rkano foki hairr ati

kavalo lolo;r ai e tau hui he k,rle, ke hoko mai ke he aho nai.

Ka ko e mega,eho ne hoLohoko lalri ai e t:rhi, ne kamata foki e gege ke rnahafagi haana a gutu. ati maeke

ai agataha e rau hui he kale ke eke rnai ki fafo he gutu he gege, mo e hola kehe iri a i:r. Ko e nr:rgaaho

ia foki ne poi hake fakamafiti e kale ki luga he ferrtu nro e runrli irtu e ia e vek:r, irto nroua iri e ia e veka.

Ne volu fakaavaava he kde e ulu he veka. Ko e k,rkuro foki h:ria lti avairva:ri e tau frrlu he ulu he veka.

ke hoko nrai ke he vahl nli.
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Tala ke he tau fanau mahani hemu mo e lulu

Ne nonofo he t:rha mug* e taha magafaoa, kua haha i ai foki e rau {anau tino hakahakau mo e fiafia ke
fefeua tumai i fafo. Ka e hoko ke he taha ahq ne tauteute ai e matua fifine ke finatu ke he wo ke gahua

he maala haana, ne poaki a ia ke he haana fanau ke nonofo taha mo e omaoma ke he taupoakiaga. Kua
poaki atu a ia ke he fanau haana ke leveki fahamitaki e ha lautolu a tehina tote, mo e fakakite age foki
e ia ki a lautolu e tau mena ka tutupu mai kaeke ke nakai omaoma a lautolu ke he tau poakiaga haana.

Ka e fakatemole atu e matua fifine he fano ke he vao, ka e kamata e tau fanau ke taute ha lautolu a

tau fefeu:r, mo e kihite atu foki he falu a magaaho ke he ha lautolu a tehina tote, ha ne totolo fano
ke he vahaloto ha lautolu. Ne nrua ha lautolu a lavelave mo e manako ke fefeua, ati nimo li ia lautolu
ke omaoma ke he tau poakiaga he marua fifine ha lautolu. Nakai la leva foki, ati hau agataha e lulu
mo e tu ai ki luga he la f,r, ati ita lahi ai a lautolu ke he lulu ia. Ne onoono faka matapopoko atu e

lulu ke he {anau, mai he mena ne ru ai. Ne nakai tupetupe e fanaru ke he lulu nai he magaaho fakr.mua
he nranatu :r lautolu to lele kehe fakaave e lulu mai he mena ne tu ai. Ka e ha kua tu leva e lulu he
haana tuaga, ati kanrata ai e {anau ke tau hea mo e eke fakakelea atu ke he lulu nai pehe, "Lulu, Iulu
nratapopoko..."

FIa ne tau ui atu pihia e tau fanau ke he lulu, ati ita lahi ai e lulu ke he {anau, mo e lele hiio ai a ia ki
lalo ruo e harnuti hake e ha l;rutolu e tehini tote, miri he menl ne nofo ri, aki e haana a tau hui lalahi
maiolo. Ne nrrkai tu;ri ilorr he tau fanau malrani liuliu rrai ha rnena ke taute ha ko e lekua ia ne tupu
ke he ha laurolu ir tehina tote. Kuir kamata a lautolu ke tagi hake mo e momoko e tau loto, ha ne tau
ui atu fakaleo momoko ke he lulu nro e ole lalo ki ai. Ka e nakai ni maliu mai e loto he lulu, ka kua
lele kehe:r il mo e galo atu ai. Ne tupetupe e tatr loto he tau fan:ru, po ke talaage fe{e e lautolu e lehua
r1e tupu ke he hl lrrutolu a tehinr tote, kl liu mai ha lautolu i matua fifine he vao.

Krur hoko nriri ha lirutolrr ?r mitua fifine ke he kaina mai he vao, mo e olo ai haana a loto ha kua
fakatutuku hairna ir fanau nro e nakai maeke t;rha ke vagavagahau atu kia ia. Ati huhu atu ai a ia kia
lautolu, po ke heigoa kia e lekua kua tupu, kir e fakanogonogo atu a ia mo e momoko e loto ke he
ha lautolu ,r lali ke {,rkatuhuogo atu ki a ia e lekau ne tupu. Ka e hoko ke he mrgaaho fakamrri, ne
tupu hake ai ke he loto he rnatua fifine e tahir manrtu ita. Ne pulega atu e mirtua fifine ke he haana
fanau, kaeke ke liu mai foki e lulu, ke tauhea eke fakakelea atu ki ai mo e tatao fakalahi atu ki ai. Ka
lele hifo mai foki e lulu, ti hio aki e katoua matilir e tiru pu nrata. Ati taute pihia ai he fanarr, mo e

mahio ua ai e tau rnata he lulu. Ko e kakano haia, ati hprrlapa noa ai e tua mata he lulu ke hoko mai
ke lre vaha nai.
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Acridot}eres fuscus

Acridotheres tristis
Anassp.
Aaoussrolidus
Aplonis tabuensis

Arenaria intelpres
Cali&isrnelanotos
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Collacalia spodiopygius
Duculapacifica
Egretta sacra
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