Protected Areas are mainly set up to conserve nature and wildlife. They also%
help support the sustainable use of resources to meet livelihood needs of loca1§
communities and customary owners. Legally protected areas can help support§
the traditional system, especially for serious infringements (when people break%
the rules of a protected area) and can provide a tool to formalise and enforce%

rules and community rights.

Protected Areas is just one way for communities to manage their land and seai
for food and livelihoods. Networking with surrounding communities is one of ;
the best ways to cteate an atea to be protected under the National Law. Another

way is to formally protect and manage community special areas under the Fish-
eries Act or relevant provincial ordinance.

Benefits?

. Help a community to protect areas of their land and sea for current and
future generations.

. Improve food security for local communities.

. Allow traditional rules to be enforced under the law.

. Protect attractive habitats and species, which may support tourism oppor-
tunities.

. Help to maintain traditional knowledge about managing land and sea

. Give plants and animals the opportunity to recover from past unsustain-

able activities
. Formalise the apply in the area and help enforce serious infringements

The Protected Areas Act 2010 is a national Iaw that gives power
to the Minister of Environment the mandate to declare Iand or

sea areas as PROTECTED ARFEAS. Some Provinces also have
Provincial Ordinances which allow protected areas to be set up.
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5 TYPES OF PROTECTED AREAS

1. Nature Reserves

2. National Parks

3. Natural Monuments

4. Resource Management Areas
5. Closed Areas

Applicants must identify which type (s) of Pro-

tected Areas Category they want. Upon applica-
tion, the Environment and Conservation Divi-

sion will verify if the proposed area fits into the
requested category.

WHO CAN APPLY:
. Any group of landowners
. NGOs and government

. Landowners DO NOT change after an
area becomes protected, but there are

restrictions on how the land can be used.

STEP 1: Community Consultation

The community that wantsto protect their land or seaholds consultations with community
includingneighbouring ones and otherkey stakeholders
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Community needs to appoint members of the community plus other representativesto
become the Management Committee. The Management Committee willthen prepare the
Management Plan

STEP3: Applicationto the Directorof Environment

The community submits an application form, the Management Plan, amap of the
Protected Areaand the agreement of the neighbouring communities

STEP4: Director's consultation and investigations

The Director has to verify who hasthe customaryrights, consuts with other government
agencies, assessesthe area’s environmental values and puts a public notice about the
proposedProtected Area

STEPS: Letters of ohjections or support

People have 30 days fromthe date of the public notice to send a letterto the Director
either supportingorobjectingthe declaration of the proposedProtected Areas

STEP6: Declaration of Protected Area
The decision lies with the Director and Ministerfor Environment




