
Why is CITES important?
More than 180 countries have agreed to abide by the 
protections outlined in CITES. The protections that prevent 
the export and import of turtle products here in Samoa,  
are the same ones that protect the mountain gorilla in  
parts of Africa and the rhinoceros across Africa and Asia. 

Over the past 45 years, CITES has been requiring 
sustainable management of species to help them recover 
from over-exploitation. To achieve further success, we 
need to treat these protections with the seriousness that 
they deserve.

Contact us
If you need to get a CITES permit, or if you have a 
question about whether you need one, please get in touch.

Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment (MNRE)
Division of Environment and Conservation 

Level 3, Tuiatua Tupua Tamasese Efi Building (TATTE), Sogi

Phone: 	+685 67200
Fax: 	 +685 23176
Email: 	 info@mnre.gov.ws

Thank you for being a responsible traveller.
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Could you be breaking 
wildlife laws?

Samoa is home to many threatened species  
including corals, marine turtles, whales, dolphins,  
sharks and more. The survival of these species is  

further threatened by the global trade in plants,  
animals and products that may be made from them.

Before you leave Samoa,
stop and think...
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A resilient Pacific environment sustaining our livelihoods 
and natural heritage in harmony with our cultures.
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Help us to preserve 
Samoa’s wildlife

The Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 
(CITES) regulates the international trade of over 
35,000 species of animals and plants worldwide. 
Countries that have signed the Convention, like 
Samoa, work hard to ensure that international trade 
of wildlife and wildlife products doesn’t threaten the 
survival of those species. 

When you’re shopping and packing,  
keep CITES in your sights

Souvenirs and handicrafts can sometimes include 
plant and animal products that are protected under 
CITES. You may be unaware that you are breaking 
the law by buying them or taking them from one 
country to another. That’s why it’s always best to 
check first with Samoa Customs or the Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Environment (MNRE) to avoid 
fines or confiscation of your personal belongings. 

If you plan to export any wildlife product, please 
contact MNRE. 

	    IF IN DOUBT, ASK!	

PROHIBITED ITEMS
You cannot take these items out of Samoa

CITES PERMIT REQUIRED
Arrange a permit if you plan to travel with the below
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turtle products

�� All marine turtle species are listed under CITES. 

�� Watch out for handicrafts and souvenirs that may 
include turtle shell. 

Whale and dolphin products

�� All cetacean (whales and dolphins) species are listed 
under CITES.

�� Watch out for items, such as jewellery, that may include 
bones or teeth from these species. 

Shark and Ray Products

�� A number of shark and ray species are listed under 
CITES, which would require a permit for trade. However, 
Samoa, as a shark sanctuary, protects all sharks and 
rays and bans trade in these species. 

�� Watch out for any products such as souvenirs, 
cosmetics, supplements/alternative medicine, meat  
or dried fins. 

Giant clams and their shells or meat
�� Giant clams are listed under CITES.

Orchids and other plants
�� All orchid species are listed under CITES.

If you are found to be in possession of a prohibited 
item or without a valid CITES permit, your product(s) 
will be seized by border control officials. You may be 
subject to penalties or fines.

ASK FIRST

Sea Cucumbers
�� Three species of sea cucumbers (teatfish) are listed under 

CITES, which would require an export permit for trade.

Corals and shells
�� You need a permit to export or import some types of coral 

and shells – including jewellery made from these items.
�� The number or weight of shells that you have will 

determine the quantity that can be exported.

If you’re travelling with sea cucumbers, coral and/or 
shells, contact MNRE for more information. 

Together, we can help our 
threatened species survive.




