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WHAT IS CLIMATE CHANGE?
&KDQJHV�LQ�WKH�(DUWK·V�FOLPDWH��GXH�
WR�KXPDQ�DFWLYLWLHV�²�DOVR�NQRZQ�
DV�DQWKURSRJHQLF�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH��
RU�QDWXUDO�SURFHVVHV�WKDW�DUH�
DOUHDG\�RFFXUULQJ�RU�SUHGLFWHG�WR�
RFFXU��7KHVH�LQFOXGH�LQFUHDVLQJ�
DLU�DQG�VHD�VXUIDFH�WHPSHUDWXUHV��
FKDQJLQJ�UDLQIDOO�SDWWHUQV��VHD�
OHYHO�ULVH��RFHDQ�DFLGLÀFDWLRQ��
DQG�FKDQJHV�LQ�IUHTXHQF\�DQG�
LQWHQVLW\�RI�H[WUHPH�HYHQWV�VXFK�
DV�GURXJKWV��ÁRRGV�DQG�WURSLFDO�
F\FORQHV��$QWKURSRJHQLF�FOLPDWH�
FKDQJH�LV�H[SHFWHG�WR�KDSSHQ�PXFK�
PRUH�UDSLGO\�WKDQ�QDWXUDO�FKDQJHV�
LQ�WKH�FOLPDWH��SRVLQJ�DQ�HQRUPRXV�
FKDOOHQJH�WR�ERWK�QDWXUDO�DQG�KXPDQ�
V\VWHPV��&OLPDWH�LV�WKH�ORQJ�WHUP�
GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�WKH�ZHDWKHU��XVXDOO\�RYHU�
DW�OHDVW����\HDUV��LQ�WHUPV�RI�YDULDEOHV�
VXFK�DV�WHPSHUDWXUH��UDLQ�DQG�ZLQG��
7KLV�GHÀQLWLRQ�LV�IURP�WKH�3DFLÀF�
&OLPDWH�&KDQJH�3RUWDO�*ORVVDU\�ZKLFK�
DOVR�FRQWDLQV�PXFK�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
RQ�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�

CLIMATE CHANGE  
VS GLOBAL WARMING?1

7KHVH�WHUPV�DUH�RIWHQ�XVHG�
LQWHUFKDQJHDEO\�KRZHYHU�WKHUH�DUH�
GLIIHUHQFHV��*OREDO�:DUPLQJ�LV�YLHZHG�
DV�DQ�RYHUDOO�ZDUPLQJ�RI�WKH�SODQHW�
EDVHG�RQ�DYHUDJH�WHPSHUDWXUH�RYHU�
WKH�HQWLUH�VXUIDFH�DQG�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�
DUH�FKDQJHV�LQ�UHJLRQDO�FOLPDWH�
FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�RYHU�D�ORQJ�SHULRG��
LQFOXGLQJ�WHPSHUDWXUH��KXPLGLW\��UDLQIDOO��
ZLQG�DQG�VHYHUH�ZHDWKHU�HYHQWV�

�� *ULQQLQJ�3ODQHW��������ZZZ�JULQQLQJSODQHW�
FRP������������JOREDO�ZDUPLQJ�YV�
FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�KWP��5HWULHYHG�IURP�WKH�
LQWHUQHW�0D\��������'LIIHUHQFH�%HWZHHQ�
FRP��������ZZZ�GLIIHUHQFHEHWZHHQ�FRP�
GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�DQG�
JOREDO�ZDUPLQJ��5HWULHYHG�IURP�WKH�LQWHUQHW�
0D\�������

SO, WHAT CAUSES CLIMATE CHANGE?
(QHUJ\�IURP�WKH�VXQ�GULYHV�WKH�(DUWK·V�ZHDWKHU�DQG�FOLPDWH��E\�KHDWLQJ�
WKH�(DUWK·V�VXUIDFH��7R�EDODQFH�WKLV��WKH�(DUWK�UDGLDWHV�HQHUJ\�EDFN�LQWR�
VSDFH��

$WPRVSKHULF�JDVHV�VXFK�DV�ZDWHU�YDSRXU�DQG�FDUERQ�GLR[LGH��&2���
WUDS�VRPH�RI�WKH�RXWJRLQJ�HQHUJ\��VR�WKH�(DUWK�UHWDLQV�PRUH�KHDW�WKDQ�LW�
ZRXOG�ZLWKRXW�WKH�DWPRVSKHUH��

,I�LW�ZHUH�QRW�IRU�WKLV�QDWXUDO�´JUHHQKRXVH�HIIHFWµ��WKH�(DUWK·V�WHPSHUDWXUH�
ZRXOG�EH�PXFK�ORZHU�WKDQ�LW�LV�QRZ�DQG�OLIH�DV�ZH�NQRZ�LW�WRGD\�ZRXOG�
QRW�EH�SRVVLEOH�

&OLPDWH�KDV�DOZD\V�FKDQJHG�GXH�WR�QDWXUDO�SURFHVVHV�LQWHUDFWLQJ�ZLWK�
WKH�VXQ�VXFK�DV�WKH�ZDWHU�DQG�HQHUJ\�F\FOHV��,Q�WKH�SDVW�WKHVH�FKDQJHV�
ZHUH�QDWXUDO�DQG�FDXVHG�E\�SKHQRPHQD�VXFK�DV�VORZ�VKLIWV�LQ�WKH�
(DUWK·V�RUELW�DQG�FKDQJHV�LQ�VRODU�DQG�YROFDQLF�DFWLYLW\��+RZHYHU��KXPDQ�
DFWLYLW\�KDV�FDXVHG�D�VXGGHQ�VKLIW�LQ�WKH�FOLPDWH�E\�UHOHDVLQJ�ELOOLRQV�
RI�WRQQHV�RI�FDUERQ�GLR[LGH��&2���LQWR�WKH�DWPRVSKHUH�DQG�DGGLQJ�
VXEVWDQWLDOO\�WR�WKH�JUHHQKRXVH�HIIHFW��

*UHHQKRXVH�*DV��*+*��HPLVVLRQV�KDYH�LQFUHDVHG�UDSLGO\�VLQFH�WKH�
LQGXVWULDO�UHYROXWLRQ�LQ�WKH�����·V��DQG�UHDFKHG�WKHLU�KLJKHVW�OHYHO�LQ�WKH�
GHFDGH�WR��������

�� ,3&&��������:RUNLQJ�*URXS����$VVHVVPHQW�5HSRUW����&K����S�
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http://pacificclimatechange.net/index.php/glossary/glossary/42/Climate
http://pacificclimatechange.net/index.php/glossary/glossary/13/Anthropogenic
http://pacificclimatechange.net/index.php/glossary/glossary/42/Climate
http://pacificclimatechange.net/index.php/glossary/glossary/2/Acidification
http://pacificclimatechange.net/index.php/glossary/glossary/74/Drought
http://pacificclimatechange.net/index.php/glossary/glossary/98/Flood
http://pacificclimatechange.net/index.php/glossary/glossary/65/Cyclone
http://pacificclimatechange.net/index.php/glossary/glossary/13/Anthropogenic
http://pacificclimatechange.net/index.php/glossary/glossary/42/Climate
http://www.pacificclimatechange.net
http://www.pacificclimatechange.net
http://www.grinningplanet.com/2007/01-02/global-warming-vs-climate-change.htm
http://www.grinningplanet.com/2007/01-02/global-warming-vs-climate-change.htm
http://www.grinningplanet.com/2007/01-02/global-warming-vs-climate-change.htm
http://www.differencebetween.com/difference-between-climate-change-and-global-warming/
http://www.differencebetween.com/difference-between-climate-change-and-global-warming/
http://www.differencebetween.com/difference-between-climate-change-and-global-warming/
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7KH�EDVLF�QHHGV�RI�IDVW�JURZLQJ�SRSXODWLRQV�²�VXFK�DV�IRRG��VKHOWHU�DQG�
GULQNLQJ�ZDWHU�²�DUH�DOVR�SODFLQJ�DGGLWLRQDO�SUHVVXUH�RQ�(DUWK·V�UHVRXUFHV��
&RXSOHG�ZLWK�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH��WKHVH�SUHVVXUHV�ZLOO�PDNH�LW�KDUGHU�IRU�
PDQ\�SHRSOH�WR�DGDSW�WR�WKH�LPSDFWV�RI�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�LQ�IXWXUH�

7KHUH�KDV�EHHQ�D�PDUNHG�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�JOREDO�VXUIDFH�WHPSHUDWXUH�
RI�QHDUO\�RQH�GHJUHH�������&��EHWZHHQ�����²��������7KLV�ZDUPLQJ�
KDV�OHG�WR�RWKHU�FKDQJHV�LQFOXGLQJ�DOWHUDWLRQV�LQ�FORXG�SDWWHUQV��VQRZ�
FRYHU��UDLQIDOO��ZLQG�SDWWHUQV��RFHDQ�FXUUHQWV��DQG�WKH�GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�
SODQW�DQG�DQLPDO�VSHFLHV��

:KLOH�D�FKDQJH�RI�RQO\�RQH�GHJUHH�PD\�VRXQG�OLNH�D�YHU\�VPDOO�
FKDQJH��WKLV�OHYHO�RI�FKDQJH�LV�DOUHDG\�KDYLQJ�D�PDUNHG�LPSDFW�XSRQ�
WKH�JOREDO�FOLPDWH�V\VWHPV��,I�JOREDO�WHPSHUDWXUHV�ZHUH�WR�ULVH�WR�XS�
WR���&��PDQ\�FRUDO�UHHI�HFRV\VWHPV�DQG�FOLPDWH�VHQVLWLYH�VSHFLHV�
FRXOG�EH�SHUPDQHQWO\�ORVW���-XVW�DV�WKH�KXPDQ�ERG\�FDQQRW�FRSH�ZLWK�
D�VXVWDLQHG�WHPSHUDWXUH�ULVH�RI�RYHU�WZR�GHJUHHV��QRU�FDQ�PDQ\�RI�RXU�
QDWXUDO�HFRV\VWHPV�

-XVW�RYHU�D�TXDUWHU�RI�WKH�FDUERQ�GLR[LGH�SURGXFHG�E\�KXPDQ�DFWLYLW\�
LV�DEVRUEHG�E\�WKH�RFHDQ��PDNLQJ�LW�PRUH�DFLGLF��2FHDQ�DFLGLÀFDWLRQ�
WKUHDWHQV�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�FRUDO�UHHI�HFRV\VWHPV�DQG�PDULQH�ZLOGOLIH��
2XU�IRUHVW�HFRV\VWHPV�DOVR�DEVRUE�DQG�VWRUH�FDUERQ�GLR[LGH��DQG�ERWK�
IRUHVWV�DQG�RFHDQV�DUH�VRPHWLPHV�UHIHUUHG�WR�DV�FDUERQ�VLQNV�

REFLECTIONS ON POSSIBLE NEWS ITEMS
�� 3HRSOH�LQ�\RXU�FRPPXQLW\��KRZ�DUH�WKH\�EHLQJ�DIIHFWHG�E\�

FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�DQG�ZKDW�W\SHV�RI�LPSDFWV�DUH�WKH\�REVHUYLQJ"�+RZ�
DUH�WKH\�UHVSRQGLQJ�WR�WKH�LPSDFWV�RI�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�DQG�ZKDW�
RWKHU�KHOS�GR�WKH\�QHHG"

�� *UHHQKRXVH�JDVHV��:KDW�LV�WKH�PRVW�FRPPRQ�JUHHQKRXVH�JDV�
\RXU�FRXQWU\�HPLWV��WKDW�FRQWULEXWHV�WR�WKH�JOREDO�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�
SUREOHP"

�� 3URWHFWLQJ�RXU�HQYLURQPHQW��+RZ�FDQ�\RX�SURWHFW�WKH�FDUERQ�
VLQNV�LQ�\RXU�FRXQWU\�WKDW�KHOSV�WR�WDNH�FDUERQ�RXW�RI�WKH�
DWPRVSKHUH�DQG�VORZ�GRZQ�WKH�LPSDFWV�RI�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�DQG�
JOREDO�ZDUPLQJ"

,I�\RX�YLVLW�WKH�3DFLÀF�&OLPDWH�&KDQJH�3RUWDO�\RX�FDQ�ÀQG�D�UDQJH�RI�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH��LQFOXGLQJ�FRXQWU\�SURÀOHV��QHZV�DQG�
HYHQWV��7KH�3DFLÀF�&OLPDWH�&KDQJH�6FLHQFH�ZHEVLWH�DOVR�KDV�FRXQWU\�
VSHFLÀF�EURFKXUHV�WKDW�SUHVHQW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�SDVW��FXUUHQW�
DQG�IXWXUH�FOLPDWH�RI�3DFLÀF�FRXQWULHV��2WKHU�ZHEVLWHV�RI�LQWHUHVW�WKDW�
\RX�FDQ�UHVHDUFK�WR�ÀQG�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�IRU�\RXU�QHZV�LWHPV�LQFOXGH�
WKH�,3&&�)LIWK�$VVHVVPHQW�5HSRUW�DQG�WKH�6HFUHWDULDW�RI�WKH�3DFLÀF�
5HJLRQDO�(QYLURQPHQW�3URJUDPPH��635(3��ZHEVLWH.

�� 6XPPDU\�RI�,3&&�$VVHVVPHQW�5HSRUW����:RUNLQJ�*URXS�,��7KH�3K\VLFDO�
6FLHQFH�%DVLV��IRU�3DFLILF�&23�1HJRWLDWRUV��635(3��$SLD��������S��

�� ,3&&��$5���&OLPDWH�&KDQJH�������:RUNLQJ�*URXS�,,��&K�����S�����

IS HUMAN-INDUCED CLIMATE 
CHANGE A SCIENTIFIC FACT? 
<HV��7KH�)LIWK�$VVHVVPHQW�5HSRUW��$5���
IURP�WKH�,3&&�VKRZV�JOREDO�WHPSHUDWXUHV�
ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�ZDUP�PDQ\�FHQWXULHV�
DIWHU�DWPRVSKHULF�&2��LV�VWDELOLVHG5��%\�
������WHPSHUDWXUHV�DUH�SURMHFWHG�WR�ULVH�
E\�����&�WR�����&��²�HQRXJK�WR�GULYH�
PDMRU�FKDQJHV�LQ�QDWXUH�DQG�KXPDQ�
DFWLYLW\��7KH�LPSDFWV�RI�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�
DUH�DOUHDG\�SURPSWLQJ�JUDYH�FRQFHUQ�
E\�JRYHUQPHQWV�DQG�FRPPXQLWLHV�LQ�WKH�
3DFLÀF��DQG�HOVHZKHUH�

7KH�,3&&�DVVHVVHV�DOO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�
UHODWHG�WR�WKH�LVVXH�RI�FOLPDWH�FKDQJH�DQG�
SXEOLVKHV�WKHVH�LQ�$VVHVVPHQW�5HSRUWV�
²�WKH�ODWHVW�UHSRUW�LV�WKH�ÀIWK�LQ�WKH�VHULHV�
NQRZQ�FRPPRQO\�DV�,3&&�$5��

�� ,ELG�
�� LELG�S�

GREENHOUSE GASES
$FFRUGLQJ�WR�D�IDFWVKHHW�GHYHORSHG�E\�
WKH�81)&&&��VL[�JUHHQKRXVH�JDVHV�
FRYHUHG�E\�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�)UDPHZRUN�
&RQYHQWLRQ�RQ�&OLPDWH�&KDQJH�DQG�LWV�
.\RWR�3URWRFRO�DUH�
&DUERQ�'LR[LGH�&22 – WKH�FRQVXPSWLRQ�
RI�HQHUJ\�IURP�EXUQLQJ�IRVVLO�IXHOV�DQG�
GHIRUHVWDWLRQ
0HWKDQH�&+4 – IURP�DJULFXOWXUDO�DFWLYLWLHV��
HQHUJ\�SURGXFWLRQ��ZDVWH
1LWURXV�R[LGH�12O – PDLQO\�IURP�
DJULFXOWXUDO�DFWLYLWLHV
+\GURÁXRURFDUERQV��+)&V��²�XVHG�
DV�UHSODFHPHQWV�IRU�R]RQH�GHSOHWLQJ�
VXEVWDQFHV
6XOSKXU�KH[DÁXRULGH��6)6��²�XVHG�LQ�
VRPH�LQGXVWULDO�SURFHVVHV�DQG�LQ�HOHFWULF�
HTXLSPHQW

)RU�PRUH�RQ�WKLV��UHIHU�WR�WKH�81)&&&�
IDFWVKHHW�WLWOHG�¶7KH�QHHG�IRU�PLWLJDWLRQ·��
0RUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�81)&&&�ZLOO�EH�
SURYLGHG�LQ�D�IDFWVKHHW�DV�SDUW�RI�WKLV�WRRONLW�
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http://www.Pacificclimatechange.net
http://www.pacificclimatechangescience.org/
http://ipcc.ch/
http://www.sprep.org
http://www.sprep.org
https://unfccc.int/files/press/backgrounders/application/pdf/press_factsh_mitigation.pdf

