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Message from Mr. Kosi Latu, Director General of SPREP

Talofa lava and happy 2020 to you all!

The end of 2019 was a whirlwind for the Secretariat, with the preparations 
leading up to the 25th Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC COP25) and the two-week conference 
itself in Madrid, Spain being a main focus of our SPREP team, our Members, and the 
world.

Our SPREP team consisting of experts from the Climate Change Resilience programme 
provided negotiations support for Pacific Island delegations to COP25. We have 
continued to work with our island Members over the years, to help amplify the Pacific 
voice at the world’s largest climate change conference.  

SPREP also was charged with successfully managing and implementing the Moana Blue Pacific 
Pavilion, a Pacific partnership supported by New Zealand with Fiji, which provided a dedicated 
space to showcase the Pacific at COP25. SPREP received commendations from the New Zealand 
Minister of Environment, Hon. James Shaw, as well as the Honourable Prime Minister of Fiji, 
Voreqe Bainimarama, for the hard work and effort put into ensuring the Moana Blue Pacific 
Pavilion was a success. 

We are entering the second month of the year, but we already have our work cut out for us. 2020 
is shaping up to be yet another busy year, and as we grow at SPREP to provide support to you, 
our Members for a Resilient Pacific, we look forward to our continued working relationship with 
you all.

The 10th Pacific Islands Conference on Nature Conservation and Protected Areas will be held in 
April this year in Noumea and will be co-hosted by the Government of New Caledonia, Pacific 
Islands Roundtable for Nature Conservation, and SPREP. The 2nd Pacific Islands Environment 
Leadership Awards will also be held during the conference, to honour those who have shown 
tremendous leadership in ensuring we promote and maintain a resilient and sustainable Pacific 
environment. 

The 15th meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD 
COP15) is also expected to be held this year in Kunming, Yunnan, China. The COP15 will review 
the achievement and delivery of the CBD’s Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020, which 
includes the Aichi Biodiversity Targets. 

This year is a big year for oceans with the hosting of two big conferences – the UN Oceans 
Conference in Portugal in June, and the Our Oceans Conference to be held in Palau in August. 

We also have our Third Clean Pacific Roundtable to be held in October this year, a gathering for 
us to coordinate our waste action as we address our island challenges.

As I’ve said, we have our work cut out for us this year. While it will be difficult, we can do this 
together. Through strengthened partnerships with our development partners, and collaboration 
with our Members whom we serve, we will be able to achieve our vision of a resilient Pacific 
environment, sustaining our livelihoods and natural heritage in harmony with our culture. 	
	
Soifua,
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learning exchange strengthens 
understanding in plant propagation and 
nursery design	

A technical learning exchange between Fiji and Vanuatu 
aimed at enhancing understanding of native tree 
propagation, nursery management and mangrove planting 
techniques was conducted at the end of 2019.

READ MORE …

Pacwaste plus holds research advisory 
group meeting	

The PacWaste Plus programme held their first meeting for 
its Research Advisory Group in Brisbane, Australia, on 10 
December 2019.

READ MORE …	
	
The cook islands on climate change, raising 
ambition through actions, not words

Climate change was at the core of a roundtable discussion 
by world leaders on Day One of the Twenty-fifth Conference 
of the Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change.	
	
READ MORE …

regional consultation on draft strategic 
environmental assessment guidelines 

SPREP’s Environmental Monitoring and Governance 
programme facilitated a regional consultation to review the 
draft Strategic Environmental Assessment Guidelines held in 
Auckland at the end of 2019.

READ MORE …

Kiribati president challenges all nations to 
enhance climate change actions

There were three key asks from Kiribati under the Paris 
Agreement, those being dedicated financing for loss and 
damage, simplified access to climate financing, and Article 6 
with clear rules around ensuring environmental integrity.

READ MORE …

the moana blue pacific pavilion opens at cop25 
in madrid	

A wave of the Pacific descended upon the 25th Conference 
of the Parties to the UN Framewok Convention on Climate 
Change, with the official opening of the Moana Blue Pacific 
Pavilion at the IFEMA Convention Centre in Madrid, Spain.

READ MORE …
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https://www.sprep.org/news/learning-exchange-strengthens-understanding-in-plant-propagation-and-nursery-design-and-management
https://www.sprep.org/news/pacwasteplus-holds-research-advisory-group-meeting
https://www.sprep.org/news/traditional-knowledge-and-healing-practices-samoa-navigates-towards-the-nagoya-protocol
https://www.sprep.org/news/regional-consultation-on-the-draft-strategic-environmental-assessment-guidelines-ends-on-a-positive-note
https://www.sprep.org/news/kiribati-president-challenges-all-to-re-calibrate-systems-with-urgency-to-enhance-climate-change-actions
https://www.sprep.org/news/the-moana-blue-pacific-pavilion-officially-opens-at-cop25-in-madrid


pacific islands share eia experience at annual 
conference of new zealand association for 
impact assessment

SPREP facilitated the participation of 12 Pacific islanders to the 
annual conference of the New Zealand Association for impact 
Assessment (NZAIA) held at the University of Auckland in late 
2019.

READ MORE …

tonga shares its commitment to raising 
climate change ambition 

From the world stage at the UNFCCC COP25, the Prime 
Minister of Tonga shared how the Pacific island continues to 
experience record rates of coastal erosion, overflow and flash 
flooding.  

READ MORE …	
	
niue voice counted at global climate change 
conference

The science rings loud and clear, pointing to the need 
for even greater ambitions reflected in the Nationally 
Determined Contributions to a 1.5°C world. Commitment 
from countries is needed to make this happen.

READ MORE …

the fight for tuvalu’s survival at cop25

Tuvalu, with a land surface of no more than four metres 
above sea level, is extremely exposed to climate change. 
The island nation is doing everything it can to ensure that 
Tuvalu will survive, and has a future, exploring a range of 
innovations including the construction of artificial islands. 

READ MORE …

“we can do better than this!” - solomon 
islands at world’s largest climate change 
conference	

Solomon Islands, stands in solidarity with other Small 
Islands Developing States, in the climate change 
negotiations to avert a climate change crisis.  	
	
READ MORE …	
	
“your turn will surely come, sooner rather 
than later” - samoa at the unfccc cop25	

The High Level segment of the Twenty-fifth Conference of 
the Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change was held from 10-11 December. The statement 
from Samoa was delivered by H.E. Aliioaiga Feturi Elisaia on 
11 December. 	
	
READ MORE …
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https://www.sprep.org/news/pacific-islands-share-eia-experience-at-the-annual-conference-of-new-zealand-association-for-impact-assessment
https://www.sprep.org/news/tonga-shares-its-commitment-to-raising-ambition-at-global-climate-change-conference
https://www.sprep.org/news/niue-voice-counted-at-global-climate-change-conference-now-underway
https://www.sprep.org/news/the-fight-for-tuvalus-survival-at-cop25
https://www.sprep.org/news/we-can-do-better-than-this-solomon-islands-at-worlds-largest-climate-change-conference
https://www.sprep.org/news/your-turn-will-surely-come-sooner-rather-than-later-samoa-takes-the-stage-at-worlds-largest-climate-change-conference
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 unfccc cop25 highlights

your voice at the moana blue pacific pavilion 



climate finance for a 1.5°c world

READ MORE …

tokelau calls upon world leaders to act now	

READ MORE …	
	
the journey towards resilience - are you in 
the vaka with tokelau?	

READ MORE …	
	

climate change the single greatest threat to 
achieving sustainable development goals in 
vanuatu	

READ MORE …

striving for a blue and resilient kiribati in 
the face of climate change	

READ MORE …

WE MUST DO MORE THAN SIMPLY OFFER OUR 
THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS - MARSHALL ISLANDS AT 
COP25	

READ MORE …
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For all stories from cop25 please visit www.sprep.org
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