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Mr. Kosi Latu, Director General of SPREP.

Message from Mr. Kosi Latu, Director General of SPREP

Kia orana from the SPREP campus, 	
	
We are turning the final corner for the year 2019 and the Secretariat is eager to end the 
year on a high by continuing to soldier forward in our journey to achieving a resilient 
Pacific environment. 

The month of October saw the release of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) Special Report on Oceans and the Cryosphere. This report is highly relevant for us 
in the Pacific as it covers issues from sea level rise to impacts on coral reef fisheries and 
extreme weather events such as storm surges. It presents even more challenges for us as a 
result of climate change.

The Second Pacific Island Environment Leadership Awards have been launched. These 
awards will recognise and honour Pacific islanders who have shown a strong commitment 
to environmental sustainability. Nominations are open now and I encourage you all to 
place your nominations today. 

Finally, the Pacific Climate Change Centre is now in operation, with the hosting of two 
regional training workshops in October. It is a shared resource for all Pacific islands, and I 
look forward to the benefits it will bring about for our people. 

Soifua,
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five week programme management 
course to strengthen national 
and regional invasive species 
management

Invasive species coordinators and practitioners 
from around the Pacific have gathered at SPREP 
for a five-week Invasive Species Programme 
Management Course. 	
	
The course was organised and is being run 
by the Pacific Regional Invasive Species 
Management Support Service. 	
	
READ MORE …
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https://www.facebook.com/SPREP.PEIN
https://twitter.com/SprepChannel
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Secratariat-of-the-Pacific-Regional-Environment-Programme-SPREP/286089054916778
https://www.sprep.org/news/five-week-programme-management-course-to-strengthen-national-and-regional-invasive-species-management


Supporting the conservation of endangered 
marine species in the Solomon Islands	

Representatives from key Ministries and non-governmental 
organisations met in Honiara to plan activities to support 
Government and coastal communities achieve their 
protected marine species conservation priorities. �
�	
READ MORE …	
	
WWF, SPREP partnership to strengthen 
conservation in Fiji and the region	

WWF and SPREP signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
in October to further strengthen conservation collaboration 
in Fiji and the South Pacific region. 	
	
READ MORE …

the Moana Blue Pacific Pavilion at UNFCCC 
COP25

The Pacific’s presence at the upcoming 25th Conference of 
the Parties to the UNFCCC will receive a boost in visibility, 
following the announcement of the Moana Blue Pacific 
Pavilion. 	
	
READ MORE …

Awards to recognise Pacific environmental 
commitment

In 2020 during the 10th Pacific Islands Conference on Nature 
Conservation and Protected Areas, an announcement of the 
Second Pacific Islands Environmental Leadership Awards 
will recognise and honour Pacific islanders with a strong 
commitment to environmental sustainability. 	
	
READ MORE …	
	
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
Special Report on Oceans and the Cryosphere

The IPCC Special Report on Ocean and Cryosphere in a 
Changing Climate” is a collaboration among 130 scientists 
around the world who have assembled data from over 7,000 
papers in an assessment of the latest science on how climate 
change impacts the cryosphere and ocean. 	
	
READ MORE …	
	
IT training aims to build capacity of Pacific 
Met Services 

Building the capacity of Pacific National Meteorological 
Services staff to effectively use and sustain new Information 
Technology tools is at the core of week-long training workshop 
held in October.	
READ MORE …	
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A week of firsts for the Pacific Climate 
Change Centre

The Pacific Climate Change Centre is officially in operation, 
with the hosting of two important trainings and workshops 
in October. 	
	
READ MORE …	
	
Increasing Pacific resilience through high 
quality climate information	

Climate officers from around the Pacific region gathered 
in Noumea, New Caledonia for the Inception Training 
Workshop of the Republic of Korea-Pacific Island Climate 
Prediction Services Project Phase 2 (ROK-PI CliPS 2).  	
	
READ MORE …	
	
blacksands coastal community in vanuatu 
conduct clean-up and tree planting	

A total of 636 native plants were planted and approximately 
50 bags of rubbish were collected during the Blacksands 
Coastal Communities Awareness, Clean-Up and Tree-
Planting Day in Vanuatu on Wednesday 16 October 2019.	
	
READ MORE …
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the four-state joint jcc meeting of j-prism ii 
in fsm	
	
Representatives from five Pacific island countries were in 

The third Joint Coordinating Committee (JCC) meeting of 
the Federated States of Micronesia (FSM) along with the 
Solid Waste Management (SWM) workshop was successfully 
held on the 26th of September 2019 in Pohnpei, FSM.	
	
READ MORE …	
	
vox-pops�	
	
Participants of the first training workshop to be held at 
the Pacific Climate Change Centre were asked how 
they felt about being the first to use the Centre. Here’s 
what they said: 	

“It’s good SPREP has a building devoted 
to climate change and for studying the 
impact of climate change. I hope we can 
make use of it again in the future.”	
	
SAmson kaneko 
republic of the marshall islands	

	
“It’s a good building and it’s nice to be 
among the first to use this facility. The 
building is a good thing because it helps 
us, and it brings Pacific islanders together. 	
	
maxine edwards 
niue	
	
“I think the PCCC is great! It has great 
capacities, in this case for the IT 
workshops. It has very good computer 
infrastructure for everyone. It feels good 
to be the first class to use this building.” 	
	
lucia valcarce 
wmo

https://www.sprep.org/news/a-week-of-firsts-for-the-pacific-climate-change-centre
https://www.sprep.org/news/increasing-pacific-resilience-through-high-quality-climate-information
https://www.facebook.com/SPREP.PEIN/posts/3065699503475331
https://www.facebook.com/SPREP.PEIN/posts/3065699503475331

