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he care of the ocean is the responsibility
of all people. The Oceans are
interconnected and interdependent,
covering some Seventy per cent of the
world's surface. They are the last ereat frontier and
their conservation and sustaimable use is vital 1o
the well being and survival of the buman race.

Pacific 1sland communities inhabit the iskands
seattered throughout an Ocean across which some
of the most inspiring migrations in humar history
have taken place, over many thousands of years.
The Ocean unites Pacific Istand communities more
than anything efse. It has supported generations of
Pacific Island communities - rot orly as 2 medium
for transport but also as 4 source of food, tradition
and culture.

Our Ocean, coastal and island ecosystems
contain high biological diversity that has sustained
the lives of Pacific Island communities since first
settlement, It contains the most extensive coral reefs
in the world, globallyimportant fisheries, significant
seabed mineral resources and a high number of
threatened species. These ecosysiems may contain
many undiscovered resources of poiendal use 10
humanking,

Many thousands of islands and atolls are entirely
cogstal in nature.

The Ocean is not only 4 lifetine, g7

it is also a source of hazards.
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Our
Guiding

collective awareness of an increasing number and
severity of threats to its long - term integrity. This
Policy presents & framework for the sustainable
development, management and conservation of the
resources and habituts within the region. 1t provides
guiding principles for individual and collaborative
action that will promote responsible stewardship
of this large Ocean for regional and global benefit.

This policy is intended to promote the Pacific
region us an ocean environment in support of
sustainable development. Ttis not a legal document,
however its guiding principals are founded on
international law, as reflected in the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea and other
international and regionad agreements.

These guiding principles are: improving our
winderstanding of the Ocean; sustainably developing
and managing the use of Ocean resources;
mzintaining the health of the ocean; promoting the
peaceful wse of the Occan; and creating
parnerships and promoting cooperasion,

We invite others 10 recogmise our
commitment to these
ehiding principles

Improving our
understanding
of the Ocean

Principles to
Achieve this

and stipport our strategies
to implement this Policy to
help ensure our Gcean, coasts

Goal are:

activities hoth within and
external 1o the Pacific Istands region,

Our Ocean provides the greatest opportunities
for economic development. Responsibly managed,
it has the potential to support Pacific Island
communities in perpefuity.

As Pacific tsland communities we are acutely
aware that over 98 per cent of the 38.5 miilion
stquare kilometres of the Eartfys mufice over which
we have direct influence is ocedn. But concerns
for the [ong-term health of the Ocean are not
confined to the areas covered by sovereign rights,
they extend equally to adjacent aress of high seas,

Our commitment to the development of a
common Policy for this Ocean stems frian urr

dnd jslands remain healthy and
sustain the livelihoods and
aspirations of Pacific Island
communities.

WHY A REGIONAL
OCEAN POLICY?

The need for 2 Policy is based on our collective
awareness of the transhoundary and dynamic
nature of our (cean, the increasing number and
severity of threats to its long-term integrity, and the
reality that sustainable economic and social
development will be dependent on wise use of the
Ocean and ils resources. It is also based on our
awareness of the potential for fragmentation of
programmes and for conllicting commitments in
different scctors as ocean-related activities increase.
This requires increased regional collaborative
arrangements among Pacific island communities.

PACIFIC ISLANDS
REGION

For the purpose of this Policy, the “region”
inclades that part of the Pacitic Ocean in which
the island countries and tervitories (Pacific
Communities), that arc members of the
organisations comprising the Council of Regional
Organisation of the Pacific (CROP) are found. As
such, the extent of the region includes not only
the area within the 200 nantical miles Exclusive
Economic Zone (EEZ) boundaries circomseribing
these island countries, but also the Ocean and
Coastal areas that encompass the extent of the
matine ecosvstems that support the region.

The “Ccean” is defined to include the warers
of the ocean, the Tiving and non-living elements
within, the seabed beneath and the ocean-
atmosphere and ocean-isiand interfaces.

Pacific Islanils are
often referred to as Small
Island Developing States. They may adso he thotght
of as [arge Ocean Developing States.

Capacity Building

In order to replenish and sustain our
knowledge base, it is necessary to generate new
knowledge about the oceans upon which onr way
of life depends. Fundamental to the sustained
generation of new knowledge is the continving
education of a cadre of scientists and policy
atakers. Educating and training people witkiin the
region is the hest strategy for ensuring the
continuity of marine understanding and
replenisiment of knowledge.

Vulnerability

Pacific Island communities arc particularly
vulnerable 10 certain environmental, economic
and social circumstances.

Environmenizal facters include: climate
variability, climate change and sea-level rise;
immediate natiral hazards such as earthquakes,
tsunamis. and volcanic events; fragile ecosystems
and natural resource bases: and geogruphic
isolation.
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Economic factors include: limited land arca and
freshwater resources; limited local markets; high
import dependencies; fluciuating world prices for
commodities; and isolation, incliding large
distances to world markets.

Social factors include: population growth and
distribution: human and food securily; external
influences; culteral dilution and oss of traditional
knowledge and practices.

Rights and
Responsibilities

The Dcean has been the major influence in the
history of Pacific Islard communities. Throughout
the region, customary association with the sea
forms the hasis of present day social strucrures,
livelihoods and tenure systems and traditional
svstems of stewardship governing ils use.

[nternational faw and instruments confer
rights of Pacific Island communities refating to
the use of the Ocean
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and its
TESONITES,

With these rights
come responsibilities,
especially for sustainable
development, management and conservation of the
ocean’s living resources and for the protection of
the Qcean environment and is biodiversity:

Pacific Istand communities have established
national laws, based on international principles and
customary pracices, which provide for responsible
management and use of the Ocean and its resources
within their areas of jurisciction.

The Pacific communities will work wish other
partuers to promote ihe application of compatible
policies by those partners in areas subject to their
jurisdiction and surrounding waters, and with ail
other colntries having interests in the region.

Island communities respect the rights and
interests of others to participate in lepitinate
activities. With this sharing comes the expectation
that they will meet their obligations and
respensibilities 10 our Ocean.

This Policy promotes good stewardship which
refers to aclive engagement by communitics in
caring for the oceans. It draws upon ideas, policies,
institutions and enforcement procedures needed

. Sustainably
Developing
and Managing
the use of Ocean
Resources.

1o protect the oceans and coasts [rom abuse
including the effects of Tand-based activities.

VISION

* A healthy Ocean that
sustains the livelihoods and
aspirations of Pacific Island

Communities.”

GOAL

The goal of this Policy is to ensure the fture
sustainable nse of our Qceun and its resources by
Pacific 1slands communities and external parters.
The Guiding Principles 1o aclieve this Goal are:

* Improving our Understanding of thie Ocean

« Sustainably Developing and Managing the vse
of Ocean Resources

» Maintaining ihe Healih of the Ocean

* Promoting the Peaceful Use of the Ocean

* Creating Partaerships and Promoting Co-
Operation

PRINCIPLE 1

Contemporary aud tracditional
understanding of the ocean

-@ . Provides the basis for
Q é sustainable use

&
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exploited ecosystems, particularly ransboundary
systems. sl requires better science. Increased
understanding of ocean and coastal processes and
ccosystem is eritically dependent on shared aceess
to global and regional developments in science
and technology: to enable rescarch. exploration
and development of both living and non-living
maring resourees, il on economic swstems thal
cat ity for long-term monitoring and obsenation.
The restit will he improved ability to effectively
conserve marine biological diversity and predict
the impact of clinte varation and human vse
patteras on the heaith of the ocean.

Strategic Actions

* To idemtify and prioritise information needs and
the co-operative mechanisms for acquiring,
accessing and disseminating informagion.

* o strengthen national and regional capacity,
encourage partnerships between regional and
international organisiations, and the public and
private sccturs, o improve owr urderstmding
of the ocean.

* To facilitate aceess 1o this information,
encourdge its wide application in the
implementation of this Policy and any
compatible pationdl ocean policies that may be
developed in association with it,

* o have regard for traditional knowledge and
itls potentizl to contribule to better
understanding the ocean and 1o the elfective
maatagement of resources,

* To promote further formal education and

=~ {training of locid people in marine science
- and macine affairs disciplines.
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ix imperative that we adopt 4 precantionary
management approach o ensure the use of the
Ocean and its resources are sustainable.

Strategic Actions

= To identify, priovitise and implement resource
development and. management actions and
regimes, in accordance with the precautionary
approach.

* To encourage equitable sharing of resource
accessand benefits atfocal, national and revional
levels.

¢ ‘lo engage, 4s appropriate, local communities
and other stakeholders in resource management
decision making,

* To build capacity of Pacific [slnd communitics
for sustainable resource development and
management.

* To establish and protect waditional knowledge
rights.

* o establish and protect intelleciusl property
rights.

PRINCIPLE 3

The health and productivity of our Ocean s
driven by regional-scale ccosvstem processes. s
dependent upon preserving ccosystens inlegrity and
minimising the harmful impact of human activity

Threats to ocean and coastal health and
productivity, reflected in a degradation in water
guality axd resource depletion inclde aecidental
and deliberate dumping of fuels, chemicals and
Ballast water from ships, aivcralt and satellite
launches, and non sustainable resource use,

dgrecments. 10 managing marine ccosysiems for
jong-term susttinable benefit.

Teincorporate sound epvironmental and social
practices into econommic development activities.

To protect and conserve biological diversity of
the ocean ccosystem gt local, national and
regional scales.

Ta reduce the impact of all sources of poilution
on our Ocean emiropment.

PRINCIPLE 4

Peaceful uses of the Ocean have environmental,
political, socigl, cconomic, and security
dimensions. Promoling peaceful use means
discotraging and reducing unaceeptable, iflicit,
criminad, or other activities contrary (o regionad
and internationad agreements. Such gctivities
threaten the maior sotrce of Iivelihood for Pacific
[sland commnnities,

Strategic Actions
* To ensarre that all activities carried ot in our
Ocean meet all relevant international and
regional standards, and do not cause
emvironmental damage, socizl or economic
lardship in the region,
= Toy seek remedial action inthe event of an incident
resulting from non-peaceful use of the Ocean.
» Toensitre that the oceasn is not used for criminal
activities nor for other activities that breach Jacal,
nagional or internationat laws.

To epcourage cooperation amongst law
enforcement ggencies.
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Strategic Actions

* To foster partnerships and cooperation in the
areas of security. monitoring, enforcement and
the sustainable use of resources.

= To muke fullest possible use of regional and
international partaerships and collaboration,
such s regional organisations, ocean-related
treaties, and bilateral arrangements, as
appropriate.

* 1o have regaed for the ocean policies of ocean
jurisdictions adjoining our own, and advocate
that their policies have regacd for this Policy.

» To encourage Pacific 1slnd communities to
develop National Ocean Policies that
complement and are consistent with this Policy:

THE FUTURE

This Policy is the resuit of 4 regional effort to
achieve responsible ocean govermance, 1tis based
on existing international and regional agreements
that establish ¢ hroad framework for regional
cooperation and coordination 1o sustaingbly
manage and conserve the ocean ecosystem in the
region. 1t provides the basis for the
harmonisation of pational and regional actions,
for the next five years. The implementation
process will require a .
commétment hy all
stakeholders. o

Creating
Partnerships

Maintaining
the Health of

of the ocean 4nd its resourees,
for the amelioration of pollution

and Promoting

Promotin
> Cooperation

the Peaceful
Use of the

and harmful practices and for
the prediction of weather.
climate and ocean vatiahiity:

Resource management
Approaches hased purely on scientific
information have had limited success in
the region over the last 50 years, The cost of
obtining scientific information, in all but 4 few
highly commercialised systems, is bevond the
capacity of many islands. 8s a result resource
managers in the Region advocute precautionary
management approaches tha are mere robust
where comprehensive scientific understanding snd
intensive monitoring are difficult. This includes an
entianced role for communities and costomary
resource owners in the development and
application of local management arrangements for
Incal resources.

whilst commusity approaches are essential for
implementing effective resource management in
many cases, the long-term maintenance of

the Ocean

PRINCIPLE 2

Pucific Eskand commmnities ave heavily reliant
on Ibe wide range of resonrees and services that
the Qcean provides for their social. celtural and
economic security This inclades not only the
existing extractive uses of its living and non-living
resources hut also the non-exteactive uses such
as transport and communpication, waste disposal,
recreation and tourism, and culturat activities.
New research, technologies and markets are
creating oppertunitics for accessing and using the
ocean and its resources.,

To safeguaed Pacific Istand communities and
maintin the health of oue Geean in perpewity; it

Ocean

Polluticn

from the land contributes
up 10 80 per cent of @l Ocean pollation and is a
migjor threat to the long- term health of nearshore
systems affecting ecological processes, public
heatth, and socisl and commercial use of Ocean
IESOUrCES.

Strategic Actions
* To adopt an integrated transhoundary approach,
theough harmonised institutional arrangements,
including existing international and regional

PRINCIPLE 5
Partnership and
cooperation provide an
enabling environment and are
essential for the sustainable imanagement
of our Qcean. As a growp, Pacific Island
communities achieve ecotomies of scale, 4 united
voice for international advocacy, a regional power
hlog with increased iternational influence and a
forunt for developing coordinated action on ocean
issues of mutoal interest or with transhoundary
implications.

In pursuit of creating partnership and
promoting cooperation, Pacific Island commanities
will seek 10 maintain sovercign rights and
responsibilities in managing, protecting and
developing the Ocean,

This Policy articulates gniding principles and
strategic actions that will define a regional Pagific
Ocean Initiative. The Initiative will include a
Pacific Islands Regional Ocean Summit to define
the stasus of current knowledge and activities,
and 4 review process to define progress, and
will provide an integrated framework to include
existing programmes, and identify and prioritise
future Action Plans.

For further hiformation contact:

John Low, Resources Adviser.

CROP - Marine Sector Working Group
PACIFIC ISLANDS FORUM SECRETARIAT

Tel: (679} 331 2600 » Fax: (679) 330 0192
Email: johnl@forumsec.org fy
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