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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Regional Implementation Annex for Asithe Annex Il of the United Nations Convention to
Combat Desertification (UNCCD), provides the maedand basis for regional approaches and
coordination in the implementation of the Conveniio Asia and the Pacific (AP)

This document first reviews the past activities eniaken at national, subregional and regional fevel
in the region since the adoption of the Conveniiorl994, and then the role, functions and past
activities of the Asia-RCU since it became operalan January 2001. The achievements as well as
the gaps of the Asia-RCU are highlighted.

In order to more efficiently and effectively see affected Parties, and in accordance with Datisi
3/COP.8, this document proposes to strengthen the Regi@oatdination Mechanism for Asia and
the Pacific (RCM-AP) based on the results-basedageament (RBM) approach. At the core of this
strengthened RCM-AP, a Regional Office of the Caoiod for Asia and the Pacific (ROC-AP) will
be established to replace the existing Asia-RClth strengthened mandates.

The new ROC-AP will maintain and strengthen thestaxg activities of the Asia-RCU. A number of
new activities, such as regional advisory servipesparation of RAP (2010-2014); visiting fellowsghi
programme; promotion of science and environmentstiynd technologies; development of regional
roster of experts; website development, publicationewsletter and other outreach information; and
resource mobilization, will be initiated within theontext of thel0O-Year Strategic Plan and
Framework to Enhance the Implementation of the €otion (2008-20183s contained in Decision
3/COP.8.

An Advisory Committee will be established to prawiguidance on the implementation of the RCM-
AP and the operation of the ROC-AP. This Committéé have memberships from each subregion
(i.e., Northeast Asia, Southeast Asia, South A€lantral Asia, West Asia and the Pacific), the
UNCCD Secretariat, Global Mechanism (GM), Committee Science and Technology (CST), and
Committee for the Review of the Implementation loé tConvention (CRIC). The Chair and Vice

Chair will be nominated by the representatives g subregions, and all representatives of the
subregions may serve for a maximum term of thregsym rotation. The Regional Coordinator of the
ROC-AP may serve as the Secretary of the Committee.

An estimated US$ 900,000 will be required for thewal operation of the ROC-AP and its proposed
activities as provided in the Work Plan (2010-2011n view of the size and specific needs of the
region with 56 country Parties, this funding requient is very modest indeed, and it should be pet b
the core budget of the UNCCD Secretariat and sapghary funds as appropriate.

An integrated and coordinated strategy within ttéQCD Secretariat is required to implement the
strengthened RCM-AP, as well as the efficient difetéve operation of the ROC-AP.

1 Under the UNCCD, Asia includes the Pacific memtmintries.

2«Asia and the Pacific” is used throughout the duent in response to the comments by the countryeBan the Pacific.

3 Decision 3/COP.8: The 10-year strategic plan arahfework to enhance the implementation of the Cdiore(2008—
2018) Report of the Conference of the Parties on ighthi session, held in Madrid from 3 to 14 Septen®@07;
Addendum; Part two: Action taken by the Conferentehe Parties at its eighth session. ICCD/COR@Hdd.1, 23
October 2007.



l. INTRODUCTION

A. Background

1. The importance of regional approaches and coordimat the implementation of the Convention,
as reflected by th&egional Implementation Anndar various regions, including Asia, and the
value of efforts at the regional level currenthyemtified as the “regional coordination units”
initiative has been well recognized by the Confeecof the Parties (COPSs).

2. Building on earlier decisions, especially Decis@COP.5 and Decision 11/COP’6the Parties
recognized in Decision 1/COP.8 the importance oérgjthening the implementation of the
Convention in all regions.

3. The Parties also recognized in Decision 3/CORFI& (10-Year Strategic Plan and Framework to
Enhance the Implementation of the Convention (2P088); hereafter referred abhe Strategy
that ‘regional coordination is an important componentimmplementing the Convention and the
Strategy, and further recognizes that coordinatimachanisms must be responsive to existing and
emerging needs, capacities and the specific issigmgions.

4. Paragraph 30 of Decision 3/COP.8 alsmlls upon each region to develop a proposal, in
collaboration with the Executive Secretary and tB®, on mechanisms to facilitate regional
coordination of the implementation of the Conveamtitaking into account, inter alia, existing
regional coordination activities, tools and donomndh regional funding arrangements, and
providing details of staffing, hosting possibilgi@and other financial resources required, and to
define their functions and output and reporting aargements in terms of implementing the
Convention and delivering the Strategy, and to glevhese prior to COP 9 for consideration in
the context of the budget and the programme of Work

5. Paragraph 31 of the DecisioRéquests the Executive Secretary to compile regmoaosals and
the means for putting them into operation, andubrsit these to COP 9 for considerationthile
paragraph 32also requests the Executive Secretary, taking extoount the views of the GM on
its regional arrangements: (a) To review the cutreegional coordination arrangements within
the Secretariat and within the GM with a view tgroving them; (b) To develop evidence-based

* Decision 6/COP.5 (Consideration of the regionardination units initiative), which “decides to Inde on the agenda of
the sixth session of the Conference of the Paatiegem on the need for, modalities for, costs imed, and feasibility
and possible terms of reference of the regionatdination units”; and “decides also that until titsm is considered by
the Conference of the Parties, funding for thisiative shall continue to be drawn from the Supmetary Fund”; and
“Invites developed countries and multilateral agesi¢o contribute on a voluntary basis to the Seimeintary Fund for
the regional coordination units initiative”.

® Decision 11/COP.6 on tHeNeed for, modalities for, costs involved in, anasfbility and possible terms of reference of
the Regional Coordination Urst “Invitesthe Parties, the existing regional coordinatiorigythe Global Mechanism and
any other relevant regional and subregional estitbesubmit their views in writing, no later thaddnuary 2004, on the
best arrangements for strengthening regional coatidin. In particular, the submissions should idelwiews on the
rationale for, modalities for, costs involved in, feasihilibf, possible terms of reference of, and institoél and
collaborative arrangements for the regional coatiim units”; and Requestshe secretariat to facilitate a costed
feasibility study on the possible functions, ingittnal arrangements, modalities and collaboratveangements of
options for cost-effective and efficient regionabedination, and in particular on how to make tksthuse of the existing
regional coordination units and other relevantaegl and subregional entities. The study should tato consideration
the submissions...” and “should be implemented losee consultation with other relevant regional climation
mechanisms.” The secretariat was requested tolaiecthe study to the Parties by 1 August 2004.



options for improving regional coordination arrangents based on the above-mentioned review
and the proposals received from regions...”; (c) Tbmit these to COP 9 for considerations”;
and paragraph 3®ecides, while the review process in paragraplds 31 and 32 is taking place
and without pre-judging its outcome, to continuetigh the Supplementary Fund to support, and
where possible strengthen, the existing Regionardoation Units, and encourages donors and,
in accordance with national capacities and whereprapriate, the Parties in the regions
concerned to provide funds to this end.”

6. Based on the mandate as provided by Decision 3/&@R.Asian Task Force was established and
entrusted to prepare this proposal on behalf of #fiected Parties under thRegional
Implementation Annex for Asialrhe proposal is linked tdhe Strategyas contained in the Annex
to Decision 3/COP.8.

B. Mission Statement

7. The overall objective of this proposal is to strimeym the existing Regional Coordination
Mechanism for Asia and the Pacific (RCM-AP), withviaw to more efficiently facilitating the
effective implementation of the Convention in tlegion, based ofheStrategyas contained in the
Annex to Decision 3/COP.8.

8. The added value of this strengthened RCM-AP anelé@sients will be further elaborated below.
Il. METHODOLOGY

9. This proposal is prepared according to tBeidelines to assist Parties in the development of
regional proposals on mechanisms to facilitate oegi coordination of the implementation of the
Conventiofi as provided by the UNCCD Secretariatt began with a review of the relevant
literature, including: (i) a review of all relevartackground documentation, with particular
reference to the relevant provisions of the ConwvenandThe Strategyon regional coordination
mechanism’s (i) the submissions by Parties concerning thgi&el Coordination Mechanism
(RCM) and related COP decisions; (iii) past repan Asian Regional Meetings of Focal Points
and on Asian-Africa Forums; (iv) Regional ActionaR$¢ (RAPS) for the periods 1998-2002 and

® The Guidelines to assist Parties in the developnantegional proposals on mechanisms to facilitaégional
coordination of the implementation of the Convem{@s contained in Annex | of ICCD/CRIC(7)/INF.6Y)(B.

" These include: (iReview of reports on implementation of affectechtryuParties of regions other than Africa, inclugin
on the participatory process, and on experienceseghand results achieved in the preparation anglé@mentation of
national action programmes. Part One: Synthesimfofrmation contained in national reports fromexffed Asian country
Parties; (Part Two: Progress made in the formulatiand implementation of the subregional and regioaetion
programmes in Asial CCD/COP(4)/3/Add.1 (D); 11 October 2000; (Review of the implementation of the convention,
pursuant to article 22, paragraph 2(a) and (b), aadicle 26 of the convention review of reportsimplementation by
affected Asian country Parties, including on thetipgpatory process, and on experience gained aggults achieved in
the preparation and implementation of action pragraes; synthesis and preliminary analysis of infdiomacontained in
reports submitted by affected Asian country Parti@sd progress made in the formulation and implemten of
subregional and regional action programmes in Adigte by the secretariatiCCD/CRIC(1)/3/Add.1, 10 June 2002;
(http://www.unccd.int/cop/officialdocs/cric1/pdf/@dleng.pdf); (ii)Comprehensive review of activities of the secratari
Note by the secretariai CCD/CRIC(6)/2, 18 July 2007; (ivMechanism to facilitate the regional coordinatioh the
implementation of the Convention. Note by the @adat ICCD/CRIC(7)/INF.6, 1 November 2008; (Wlinutes of the
Meeting of the Chairs of Regional Implementatiomeéxes on Mechanisms to facilitate Regional Coottilimaof the
Implementation of the Conventigvi) Report of the seventh session of the Committeaddreview of the Implementation
of the Convention held in Istanbul from 3 to 14 November 2008; IQCRIC(7)/5; 15 January 2009.
(http://www.unccd.int/cop/officialdocs/cric7/pdficb-eng.pdf).



2003-2008; (v) Subregional Action Plans (SRAPs) Wdest Asia, South Asia, Central Asia,
Northeast Asia and Southeast Asia; and (vi) avilabports of all workshops held in the Asia-
Pacific region.

10.Based on the literature review and the past costsois with the affected country Parties in the
Asia-Pacific region at various conferences, mestimgrkshops and forums, this proposal presents
the major elements for strengthening the existi@VRAP. The first draft of the proposal was
thoroughly discussed during the Asian Task ForcesGhation Meeting held on 16-17 March
2009 in Bonn. Delegates from from Myanmar (Chaihina, Republic of Korea, Syrian Arab
Republic and Thailand, representing Regional Impletation Annex for Asia, participated in the
meeting.

11.Extensive consultations with the National Focaln®o{NFPs) of the affected country Parties in the
Asia-Pacific region have been undertaken as timal fproposal incorporates all comments and
input received from the NFPs, with a view to assgstheir specific needs for coordination of
action at the subregional and regional levels.

[l REVIEW OF REGIONAL ACTIVITIES IN ASIA
A. Regional Implementation Annex for Asia

12.The Regional Implementation Annex for Asiithe UNCCD highlights the particular conditions
which apply in varying degrees to the countrieshia region, such as “(ahe high proportion of
areas in their territories affected by, or vulnelalio, desertification and drought and the broad
diversity of these areas with regard to climatgadgraphy, land use and socio-economic systems;
(b) the heavy pressure on natural resources falilods; (c) the existence of production systems,
directly related to widespread poverty, leadinglamd degradation and to pressure on scarce
water resources; (d) the significant impact of conditions in the Vdoreconomy and social
problems such as poverty, poor health and nutrjtiack of food security, migration, displaced
persons and demographic dynamics; (e) their expapdbut still insufficient, capacity and
institutional frameworks to deal with national degeation and drought problems; and (f) their
need for international cooperation to pursue susdhie development objectives relating to
combating desertification and mitigating the eféeof drought(Article 2). Thus, it provides the
modality, guidance and basis for regional coopenatincluding the development etibregional
and joint action programmefArticle 5), regional activities(Article 6), financial resources and
mechanisms(Article 7), and cooperation and coordination mechanisr(&rticle 8). These
programmes and activities support the implemematictheNational Action Programmes (NARS)
and hence are essential elements for the effeichipkementation of the Convention.

13. Asia-Pacific region is very rich in biological resces and its diversity, with many biodiversity hot
spots that are vulnerable to deforestation, largtatkation and desertification. It is also a region
that is most vulnerable to climate change, whichcexbates land degradation and desertification,
and vice versa.

B. Regional Action Programme (RAP) and Thematic Prgramme Networks (TPNSs)

14.The country Parties in Asia and the Pacific havenbactive in promoting regional and subregional
programmes and activities. So far two Regional €afces have been held back-to-back with the



Ministerial Conferencés The first Regional Conference initiated the psxfor the development
of theRegional Action Programme (RAP)(1998-2002)hile the second Regional Conference had
discussed th&egional Action Programme (RAP) (2003-2Q08hich was adopted at the Second
Ministerial Conference.

15.The RAP (1998-2002basically comprises a number of thematic prograraneas, each of which
is implemented through a network that links theevaht national institutes of the participating
countries, as well as subregional, regional andrm@tional organizations that are interested in
participating and contributing to the thematic area

16.The RAP (2003-2008has called for accelerated implementation of tagonal, subregional and
regional action programmes, resulting in the datian of theAbu Dhabi Initiative which has
provided a number of priority projects. The FiRggional Consultation Meeting on tiAdou
Dhabi Initiativefor the Implementation of Priority Activities fdie RAP (2003-2008yas held on
21-23 March 2005 in Abu Dhabi. This meeting reveéeMl1 national, four subregional and one
regional project concepts.

17.Since 1999, a total of six TPNs have been estadlishs follows:

TPN 1 onDesertification Monitoring and Assessmémbsted by China and launched on 26-27
July 1999 in Beijing)
(http://www.unccd.int/actionprogrammes/asia/reqgiftpatl/menu.php

TPN 2 onAgroforestry and Soil Conservation in Arid, SemidAand Dry Sub-humid Areas
(hosted by India and launched on 14-18 March 2000 New Delhi)
(http://www.unccd.int/actionprogrammes/asia/reglipa2/menu.php);

TPN 3 onRangeland Management in Arid Areas including theatton of Sand Dung$osted
by Iran and launched on 7-9 May 2001 in Yazd)
(http://www.unccd.int/actionprogrammes/asia/regi@ipa3/menu.php

TPN 4 onWater Resources Management for Agriculture in ABdmi-Arid and Sub- Humid
Lands (hosted by Syria and launched on 4-7 July 2002 inam8scus)
(http://www.unccd.int/actionprogrammes/asia/regltipad/menu.php);

TPN 5 on Strengthening Capacities for Drought Impact Managetmand Desertification
Control (hosted by Mongolia and launched on 14 - 16 JuBO3 in Ulaanbaatar)
(http://www.unccd.int/actionprogrammes/asia/regltipa5/menu.php);

8 The First Ministerial Conference on Regional Cooperatito Implement the United Nations Convention to Bam
Desertification in Asiavas held on 13-15 May 1997 in Beijing, China; éimel Second Asian Ministerial Conference was
held on 7-11 June 2003 in Abu Dhabi, United Arabirates.

° The International Expert Group Meeting on the Brafion of the Regional Action Programme (RAP) @ombating
Desertification and Drought in Asia held on 10-18vidmber 1998 in Bangkok proposed the formation &egional
Support Group (RSG) to strengthen and supportrtipteimentation of the RAP. Experienced persons fcoomtries or
representatives of international agencies wouldnbéed to serve on this board. The RSG in coopamawith the
Interagency Subcommittee on Environment and SusbénDevelopment of ESCAP and in liaison with IFADd the
Global Mechanism, would provide evaluations andi@ato the RAP and assist in the mobilization official resources.
They could serve as an independent body to evapratgess of the RAPs and make recommendationsoftgideration
(seeConclusions ofhe International Experts Group Meeting on the Pragpian of the Regional Action Program (RAP)
for Combating Desertification and Drought in Asia Bangkok, November 1998
(http://www.unccd.int/regional/asia/meetings/regiBRAPBangkok98/conclusions.pdf)

9



TPN 6 on Assistance for the Implementation of Integrated dloérea Development
Programmes Initiativeghosted by Pakistan and launched on 7-9 June 203aimabad)
(http://www.unccd.int/actionprogrammes/asia/regltipa6/menu.php).

18.The overall and specific objectives of the six TRMsl their activities have been provided in their
respective websites (http://www.unccd.int/actiompeammes/asia/asia.php). These TPNs provide
both the platforms and opportunities for the a#dcParties in the Asia-Pacific region to share
information and lessons learned, as well as joahd istudies, training programmes and the transfer
of appropriate technology.

19.However, not all TPNs have been active and effeative to the lack of funding support and the
need to have the broad based participation of eemf excellence from the region and elsewhere.
Thus, there is a need to re-vitalize the role amactions of the TPNs under a strengthened
Regional Coordination Mechanism (RCM) so that theN$ will become more active and
interactive in the future.

C. Subregional Action Programmes (SRAPS)

20.Based on Article 11 of the Conventf8nfive subregional action programmes, namely: \Wesa
SRAP (2000), Central Asia SRAP (2003), South As@AB (2004), Southeast Asia SRAP (2005)
and Northeast Asia SRAP (2008) have been initiatetldeveloped. These SRAPs aim to provide
further support for the implementation of the NABSthe country Parties in the respective
subregions. However, due to funding constrairites¢ SRAPs have not been as active as they
would like to be.

D. Regional Meetings of Asian Focal Points

21.Regional meetings of Asian Focal Points providdulderums for sharing information and lessons
learned on the implementation of the Conventioro f& 11 such meetings have been held, as
follows: (i) 26-28 May 1998, Ohtsu, Shiga, Japan;24-25 July 1999, Beijing, China; (iii) 7-8
November 2000, Bangkok, Thailand; (iv) 26-27 Juf812 Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia; (v) 8-11 July
2002, Damascus, Syria; (vi) 7-9 June 2003, Abu DHabited Arab Emirates (UAE); (vii) 21-23
March, Abu Dhabi, UAE; (viii) 17-19 October 2005 aixbbi, Kenya; (ix) 7-11 August 2006,
Bangkok, Thailand; (x) 31 August-1 September 20@@drid, Spain; (xi) 1-3 November 2008,
Istanbul, Turkey. Some of these meetings were bealck-to-back with the Asian Ministerial
Conferences (1999, Beijing; 2003, Abu Dhabi), CORNairobi, 2005); and CRIC 7 (Istanbul,
2008). (http://lwww.unccd.int/regional/asia/meetitmgsetings.php#regional)

E. Asia-Africa Forums

22.In addition, five Asia-Africa Forums have been he€lji21-23 August 1996, Beijing, China; (ii) 2-
5 September 1997, Niamey, Niger; (iii) 22-23 JW999, Beijing, Chin&; (iv) 21-25 June 2001,
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia; and (v) 24-27 June 2003 0G0a, Benin. These meetings have been very

10 Article 11 of the UNCCD provides tha@ffected country Parties shall consult and coopetatprepare, as appropriate,
in accordance with relevant regional implementatiannexes, subregional and/or regional action prognaes to
harmonize, complement and increase the efficiefiayational programmes. The provisions of article difall apply
mutatis mutandis to subregional and regional pragraes. Such cooperation may include agreed joingnarames for
the sustainable management of transboundary natesdurces, scientific and technical cooperationd atrengthening
of relevant institution$

™ This was a Technical Workshop on Early Warningt&ys.

10



useful in terms of sharing experiences and leskaraed between the Asian and African affected
countries, which have different regional features dommon problems related to desertification,
land degradation and drought. Further collabonatitay be extended to the field levels in the
future.

V. REVIEW OF THE ROLE, FUNCTIONS AND ACTIVITIES OF A SIA-RCU
A. Mandate of Regional Coordination Unit for Asia (Asa-RCU)

23.Many UN agencies, such as UNDP, UNEP, UN/ISDR, BA® have seen the great need for
decentralization, and hence they have strong ragi@presentation, including the establishment of
their respective substantive offices in Bangkok,iraportant strategic location in Asia and the
Pacific.

24.The need for the Regional Coordination Unit for éAgAsia-RCU) has been highlighted and
justified in various UNCCD meetinifsand documentd The mandates may be summarized as
follows:

(a) To represent the UNCCD Secretariat in the region, assist in following up the COP and subsidiary
bodies decisions, including reporting obligatiofish@ country Parties in the region;

(b) To provide consistent and cost-effective technilegal, and policy support and advocacy for
innovative measures in the affected country Parilesthe region for the effective
implementation of the Convention;

(c) To assist in the process for tRegional Implementation Annex for Asiad b facilitate the
development or updating and implementation of NAB®SAPs, RAPs and TPNs;

(d) To facilitate consultation, cooperation, coordioati and communication at national,
subregional and regional levels, including develept of partnerships with various UN and
relevant international, regional and national &gEs) financial institutions, private sector,
NGOs and civil societies;

(e) To facilitate, organize and participate in varicesevant workshops and forums; including
sharing and dissemination of information and goratiices; promotion of science, appropriate
technologies and traditional knowledge for comhatiesertification and land degradation;

12 For example, CRIC 1 recommended several stepstioefr strengthen the implementation of the UNC@®Dluding the
role of the RCUs, which include: (i) Assistancethe country Parties in updating the informationvied to the CRIC
through the preparation of country profiles withive national reports; (i) Support to disseminatatgthe grass-roots
level appropriate technologies for soil and waésource management; (iii) Support to a comprehensork programme
on best practices and to compilation of an invegntdrtraditional knowledge under the regional impéntation annexes;
and (iv) Linking of regional and subregional cestd excellence more closely with the UNCCD proogseregional
action programmes (SRAPs) and RAPS) in the promaifesynergies between MEAs.

13 SeeMechanism to facilitate the regional coordinatiohtiee implementation of the Convention. Note leySkcretariat.

Committee for the Review of the Implementation loé tConvention, Seven Session, Istanbul, 3-14 Noeergb08.
Document ICCD/CRIC(7)/INF.6, 1 November 2008.

11



() To promote, facilitate and strengtheegional coordination and synergies between UNCG@G® a
other relevant conventions, frameworks and intéonat organizations, institutions and
agencies in the region.

25.The above mandates are consistent with the recontiens of the first meeting of the
Committ24e for the Review of the Implementationhed Convention (CRIC 1) regarding the role of
the RCUs".

B. Establishment of Asia-RCU

26.The need for a Regional Backup Facility (RBFh the Asian region was first recognized in the
Beijing Ministerial Conference on Regional Coopenato implement the Convention in Asia held
in May 1997. The International Expert Group Megton the Preparation of the Regional Action
Programme (RAP) for Combating Desertification andught in Asia held on 10-13 November
1998 in Bangkok welcomed the offer of Economic &adial Commission for Asia and the Pacific
(ESCAP), based in Bangkok, to host the BBFHowever, the Regional Coordination Unit for
Asia (Asia-RCU) was established instead of a RBH bacame operational in January 2001
following the signing of a MOU between UNCCD Searé&dtt and ESCAP in September 2000. It
has been hosted by ESCAP, which has been refesrethNBSCAP later, since then.

27.The Asia-RCU and its operation have been suppdiyesupplementary funds contributed by the
Governments of People’s Republic of China (from 2@ 2006), Republic of Korea and lItaly
(from 2006). It has been headed by a Regional doator (until April 2005) and an Acting
Coordinator (since May 2005) and supported by agarame Officer. Interns also visited the
Asia-RCU from time to time.

28.Until the new organization structure instituted thg new Executive Secretary in 2008, the Asia-
RCU was under the supervision of the Coordinatothef Asia Facilitation Unit based at the
UNCCD Headquarters. All past activities of the asA&®CU were coordinated and approved by the
Coordinator of the Asia Facilitation Unit under tleadership of the Executive Secretary. The new
organization structure has placed Regional Annexeder the coordination of Facilitation,
Coordination, Monitoring of Implementation (FCM()

29.Given its very limited human and financial resogtcthe achievements of the Asia-RCU in the
past eight years have been most remarkable. Ther metivities of the Asia-RCU have been
described in a report by Asia-RCU (2088jnd they are briefly summarized below.

14 See Footnote 12.

15 A Regional Backup Facility (RBF), which could bengposed of a Project Preparation Unit, Capacitydiug Unit and
Monitoring and Evaluation Unit, was originally pmged in the first RAP to provide the operationgbpart for the
various TPNs in enhancing the linkage mechanismagimelr perceived needs among the participatingtciesnas well as
to service the regional institutional mechanism.adlditional, a Steering Committee was to be estadd to oversee the
overall implementation of the programme and to ésponsible for providing general guidance on tezdimnatters for
addressing the desertification issue in the regionsonance with the provision of the Conventiod the Asian Annex
(seeFinal Report of theBeijing Ministerial Conference on Regional Coopé@atto Implement the CCD in Asia, 13-15
May 1997. (http://www.unccd.int/regional/asia/meetings/mggal/2ndregionalconf/final_report.pdf)

16 See Footnote.9

7 See http://www.unccd.int/secretariat/sns/docsuagopdf

18 SeeActivities of Regional Coordination Unit for AsiAgia-RCU) prepared by Asia-RCU, Bangkok, Thailand, 2008.
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C. Past and Current Activities of Asia-RCU

C.1 National Level

30.At the national level the Asia-RCU has facilitated the development &PN and provided
support for the organization of awareness-raisirggkshops on the Convention and technical
assistance for the development and implementafiowAds in many countries (e.g., Bangladesh,
Cambodia, DPRK, Laos, Myanmar, Nepal, Palau, P&@mw Guinea, Thailand and Vietnam). It
has also facilitated (i) the preparation of NatioRaports for CRICs in the region (e.g., the Third
National Reports for CRIC 5); and (ii) the part&iion of country Parties in the region in CRICs
and COPs;

31.The Asia-RCU has participated in national actigtiespecially those in Thailand with no cost
implications, such as (i) the Thai National Campaan Rehabilitation of Land Degradation in
Arid Areas held on 27-28 February, 2005 in KanchamaProvince; (i) the preparation of Thai
International Year of Desert and DesertificatioddD) Campaign in Korat Province held on 15-
16 May 2006; and (iii) the launching of IYDD Cangraheld on 16-17 June 2006.

C.2  Subregional Level

32.At the subregional leve] the Asia-RCU has facilitated and participatedwarkshops in the
Pacific countrie¥. It has also facilitated the preparation of pcojgroposals by 15 Pacific country
Parties (including Timor-Leste) on community-badéNCCD-related activities funded by the
donation from the Government of Venezd@la

33.In addition, the Asia-RCU has also facilitated aughported the development of Southeast Asia
SRAP (2005), and Northeast Asia SRAP (2006-2008),iis facilitating the initiative to develop
the Pacific SRAP. However, due to the division of responsibilithe UNCCD Secretariat
Headquarters was responsible for assisting thetpoarties in West Asia and South Asia in the
development of West Asia SRAP (206and South Asia SRAP (2004), respectively.

C.3 Regional Level

34.At the regional level the Asia-RCU represented the UNCCD SecretariatlinUN-related
meetings in the region whenever invited, such &sHleads of Agencies meetings chaired by
UNESCAP, the Regional Coordination Mechanism mestino-chaired by UNESCAP and the

9 These include: (i) South Pacific Sub-regional Vtidp onMitigating Drought and Combating Land Degradati¢®1l -
23 May 2001, Apia, Samoa); (ii) South Pacific Selgional Workshop orntegration of Priority Activities related to
Mitigating Drought and Combating Land Degradatianthe context of the Implementation of the ACP-Edrrship
Agreemen{24-25 May 2001, Apia, Samoa); and (Hxcific Regional Workshop on Sustainable Land Manaent and
Preparation of Third National Repo(26-29June 2006, Apia, Samoa); (iv) Pacific Regional @ttagon Meeting on the
Implementation of the United Nations Convention Combat Desertification (UNCCD) held on 16 — 17 A@007,
SPREP Headquarters, Vailima.

2 30 far seven countries have signed the MOU with WNCCD Secretariat, and funds are being transfetoethese
countries.

% The island countries are supported by UNDP/GEF ISOS Portfolio Project, under which national rejray, the
preparation of NAPs and SRAP are financed.

22 sub-Regional Action Programme (SRAP) to Combat rifisation and Drought in West Asia(see
http://www.unccd.int/actionprogrammes/asia/subregit2000/westernasia-eng.pdf)
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regional office of other UN Agencies based on g®mies discussed, and the Resident Coordinator
meetings chaired by UNDP-Thailand; annual UN Dayséation; relevant regional meetings,
conferences and workshdps including UNESCAP’s annual Committee on Managing
Globalization and the Commission Session held ingBak and elsewhef®& It has frequently
received visiting delegations and technical teamsnfvarious countries, and international and
regional agencies for consultations.

35.The Asia-RCU provided support for the Second Adiinisterial Conferenc®, including the
preparation of the RAP (2003-2008) that was adoptethe Ministerial Conference. It has also
provided support to the TPNs’ activities. For epdemit facilitated the contribution of mulching
materials by Chinese private sector for controllimgving sands for TPN3 project in Iran in 2003.

36.The Asia-RCU has also reviewed and contributechéoatctivities of other UN agencies based in
Bangkok on issues relating to land degradation @eskrtification, such as UNESCAP’s North-
East Asian Subregional Programme on Environmentabop€ration (NEASPEG)
(http://lwww.neaspec.org/index.asp). Indeed, it hatvely developed partnerships with other
international and regional agencies, and collaledratith their regional activities. For example, it
served as the Project Secretariat for the ADB-QEfeléd project (GEF grant: US$0.5 million; co-
financing: US$0.715 million) on thePtevention and Control of Dust and Sandstorms imtiNo
East Asid (the RETA 6068 project) in 2002-2085 The project produced Regional Master
Plar®® that maps out strategies, including an investrsgategy through demonstration projects in

% For example, (i) th&®egional Review of Poverty Reduction Strategly on 14 March, 2006 at UNESCAP, Bangkok
(il Regional Coordination Mechanism to meet rhemof UNSG’s High-level panel on UBystem-wide Coherence in
the Areas of Development of Human Assessment andrkironmentheld on 7 May 2006, Bangkok; (iilregional
Workshop on Rehabilitation of Agriculture in Tsunaffected Areas: One and Half Year Laterld on 29-30 June 2006
at FAO ROAP; (iv)Regional workshop on Information and Communicafi@ehnology, UNESCAP-ITUheld on 26-28
June 2006, Bangkok; (\Bxpert Group Meeting on Regional Cooperation onl&@up to WSIS and ICT4D, and Tenth
Meeting of Regional Interagency Working Group ofedmation and Communication Technologiesd on 30 November-

1 December 20Q8JNESCAP, Bangkok(vi) Asia Regional Workshop oBustainable Land Management and National
Capacity Self-Assessmgaintly organized by UNDP/GEF, UNEP/GEF and Aslastitute of Technology (AIT) and held
on 20-23 November 2006 AIT, Bangkok.

2 For example,UNESCAP’s 63 Commission Session held on 6-12 April 2006 in fakalndonesia; and 63
Commission Session held on 17-23 May 2007 in Almégzakhstan.

% second Asian Ministerial Conference on UNCCD Impémtation in Preparation for the Sixth Sessiorhef@onference
of the Parties; 7-11 June 2003; Abu Dhabi, UnitedbAEmirates.

% NEASPEC, participated by six North-East Asian ddes, was launched in 1993 as a comprehensivegimternmental
cooperation mechanism for environmental cooperatibserves as a forum for sharing experience dicyanatters,
information exchange, consultation and stocktakingnvironmental activities in the subregion.

2 The project had established an initial coopenatitechanism that includes a Steering Committeeonf Eountries
(China, Mongolia, Japan and Republic of Korea) fand international institutions (the ADB, UNEP, USEAP, and the
UNCCD Secretariat) to facilitate the cooperation aoordination of the interventions by the majaksholders in the
subregion to address the environmental and sodnesnic issues related to the transboundary DSS, dbmplementing
and maximizing the efforts undertaken by the gowernts of China and Mongolia under their respeatizgonal action
programmes to combat desertification under the €otion. TheRegional Master Planhas been endorsed by the
Steering Committee. The “four + four” (i.e., "foeountries + 4 international institutions") sub@wl cooperative
mechanism proved to be very effective in ensurmgsuccessful implementation of the project.

% SeeRegional Master Plan for the Prevention and ConbDust and Sandstorms in Northeast Asia; Volumaslan
Development Bank, Manila, the Philippines, 2005.
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various affected areas in China and Mongolia, @ress the DSS issues in Northeast Asia (ADB,
2005). As part of the Project Secretariat acegitiAsia-RCU has established a website and
published Newsletters on issues relatedust and sandstorms in Northeast Asia.

C.4 International Level

37.At the international level, the Asia-RCU was invited to participate in int&tional workshops or
forums on issues relating to land degradation, rtiisation and the effects of drought, as well as
synergies between UNCCD and other multilateral rmmvnental agreements (MEAS), such as
Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and Unitédations Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC). These included: (iternational Symposium on Desertification Combgtamd Land
Degradation Rehabilitation in Northeast Agf43-15 June 2006, Seoul, Republic of Korea); (ii)
AIDCCD Seminar on the Role of Information CircubatiSystems in the Scientific and Practical
Approach to Combat Desertificatio(®-7 April 2006, Namibia); (iii)International Extension
Course onTechnology and Sciences in Combating Desertifioaéiod Land Degradatioif20-24
August 2006, Wuwei, China).

D. Resources Mobilization

38.The Asia-RCU was able to mobilize contributionsnirdhe private sector towards UNCCD
activities. For example, it facilitated the dooatiof 20 computers from the Chinese private sector
to the COP 6 held on 25 August-5 September 200&iumna, Cuba.lt also mobilized the Korean
private sector and NGO to finance the participatbsome Asian and African countries in COP 7
held on 17-28 October 2005 in Nairobi, Kenya.

E. Publications

39.The list of publications initiated, facilitated, mibuted towards or co-edited by the Asia-RCU
since 2002 has been very impressive. It includesdllowing: (a)Global Alarm-Dust and Sand
Storms in World’s Drylanddited by Yanget af® published in 2002 with funding from the
Netherlands; (b)China’s Initiatives for combating desertificationné rehabilitating land
degradation in past five decadpsblished in 2004(c) Regional Review of CCD implementation
and Best Practice in Asia and the Pacibgblished in October 2005 with funding from Chinese
partnersand disseminated to participants at COP 7D@ljradation and Recovery in China's Arid
Rangelands: Lessons from Histo@entre for Agriculture and Bioscience Internatio(@ABI)
publisher, UK (in press); and (EYiority Issues and Challenges in the Implementattd UNCCD
in Asia and the Pacifi@in press).

F. Information Outreach

40.The Asia-RCU has disseminated a large volume of ONditerature to various countries in the
region, as well as at various meetings that the ONGecretariat organised or participated in.

2 gee Yang Youlin, Squires, V.R. and Lu Qi (2002).jEzlobal Alarm: Dust and Sandstorms from the Worliglands
United Nations; Printed in Beijing, February 2002.
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V. STRENGTHENING THE REGIONAL COORDINATION MECHANISM F OR ASIA AND THE
PACIFIC

41.A strengthened Regional Coordination MechanismAiia and the Pacific (RCM-AP) is proposed
within the context ofThe Strategyso as to better respond to the needs of affed¢eeloping
country Parties in the region, and to better adbiese Parties in their implementation of the
Convention.

42.This strengthened RCM-AP would consist of the folltg key elements and functions:

A. Regional Office of the Convention for Asia and théacific (ROC-AP)

43. At the core of this strengthened RCM-AP, the emgsthsia-RCU will be expanded, strengthened
and transformed into a new Regional Office of tlmméntion for Asia and the Pacific (ROC-AP).
This name, which is consistent with the practiceotifer UN agencies, such as UNEP-ROAP,
FAO-ROAP, and UN/ISDR-Asia & Pacific, should be geged to COP 9.

44.The proposed mandates, functions and the activifethe ROC-AP are further elaborated in
Section VII.

B. Hosting Arrangement

45.The UNCCD Secretariat and UNESCAP based in Bandimke signed a MOU regarding the
hosting arrangement for the current Asia-RCU, dmisl hosting arrangement should continue. As
Bangkok hosts a total of 27 UN agencies, it iskibst strategic location in the region for the ROC-
AP. Collaboration with other relevant partner ages, especially UNESCAP, UNEP-ROAP,
UNDP-Regional Centre Bangkok (UNDP-RCB), FAO-ROARN be facilitated efficiently and
cost-effectively from this location. In additioa this, past relations between UNESCAP and the
UNCCD Secretariat/Asia-RCU has been excellent. \Wighnew ROC-AP, it would be possible for
more interactions and collaborations with UNESCAHSssues of common interest.

C. Staffing Requirements

46.In order to more efficiently and effectively serle country Parties in the region, the new ROC-
AP will aim to have at least the following profesmsal staff:

(i) A Regional Coordinator ( P5), who will be coordingtall the ROC-AP activities and also
responsible for activities in Northeast Asia (NEA);

(i) A Deputy Coordinator (P4), who will be responsifide activities in Southeast Asia (SEA)
and South Asia (SA);

(i)One Programme Officer (P3), who will be resgdile for activities in Central Asia (CA)
and West Asia (WA);

(iv)One Programme Officer (P3), who will be responsiblethe activities in the Pacific and
also those related to the TPNs;

(v) Two Junior Professional Officers (JPOs) (P2), awenfdeveloped country and one from
developing country (both funded by donor countrieg)o will be providing support to the
Programme Officers as appropriate;

(vi)A Team Assistant (P1), who will be providing opeyagl support in the office;
(vii) Interns (as appropriate).
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47.Apart from the two JPOs who will be funded by dooountries, the othdive professional staff
should be funded from core budget.

48.1f it is not possible to have all five professiorsahff funded by the core budget at the beginning,
then supplementary funds may be solicited so thét/a professional positions can be filled at the
same time.

49.Secondment of NFPs by country Parties to fill thefgssional positions on a two-year rotational
basis may be an option that should be exploreddetrthe minimum requirement of professional
staff in the ROC-AP.

50.Another possible option is for one or two professiostaff from the UNCCD Secretariat
Headquarters in Bonn to be transferred to the R®Cekther on a permanent or two-year
rotational basis.

51.The Regional Coordinator should be at least ateRél] which is fully justified in view of the fact
that the regional coordinators or directors of otll&l agencies are at P5 or above levels. As the
ROC-AP will be the regional presence of the UNCC&r8tariat, and the Regional Coordinator
will represent the Executive Secretary, his/hefgssional level must be comparable to those of
regional coordinators and directors of other UNreggs.

D. Reporting Arrangements

52.The ROC-AP may be under the coordination and tipersision of a Regional Implementation
Annexes (RIAs) Coordinator based in the UNCCD Secdi@ Headquartets who may report to
the Deputy Executive Secretary, who, in turn, vafport to the Executive Secretary.

53.The Coordinator of the ROC-AP will report directtp the RIAs Coordinator, while the
Programme Officers of the ROC-AP will directly repto the Coordinator.

54. Standard annual UN electronic Performance AsseassBystem (e-PAS) will be used to evaluate
the performance of all staff members at the ROC-AP.

E. Advisory Committee

55.An Advisory Committee will be established to praviduidance on the implementation of the
RCM-AP and the operation of the ROC-AP. This Cottewi will be composed of one
representative from each subregion (i.e., North@agt, Southeast Asia, South Asia, Central Asia,
West Asia and the Pacific) to ensure equal reptaten in the decision-making process. The
UNCCD Secretariat, GM, CST, and CRIC will also bpresented. The Chair and Vice Chair will
be nominated by the representatives of the sulmegiand all representatives of the subregions
may serve for a maximum term of three years intiata The Regional Coordinator of the ROC-
AP may serve as the Secretary of the Committee.

56.The Advisory Committee, through its respective espntative from various partner agencies, will
be the conduit between the ROC-AP and the varicaiin@r agencies participating in the
Committee, so as to facilitate communications alatbdues between the ROC-AP and its partner
agencies. This Committee would also ensure trectde participation of GM, CST and CRIC in
the activities in the region.

% |n UNEP Headquarters based in Nairobi, a DivisiérRegional Cooperation Coordination oversees iallRegional
Offices, including the Regional Office for Asia atié Pacific (ROAP).
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57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

The Advisory Committee may meet whenever opporuatises, but at least once every six
months, preferably back-to-back with COP or CRIGh& Regional Consultation Meetings of the
NFPs or any other relevant meetings as appropeaie,via video, telephone or e-conference if
necessary and where possible, or so as to recawe trost and other expenses.

F. Cooperation with the Global Mechanism (GM)

Paragraph 4 of Article 21F(nancial Mechanism)sof the Convention provides thain®order to
increase the effectiveness and efficiency of agidthancial mechanisms, a Global Mechanism to
promote actions leading to the mobilization and rafelling of substantial financial resources,
including for the transfer of technology, on a graéasis, and/or on concessional or other terms, to
affected developing country Parties, is hereby ldsthed. This Global Mechanism shall function
under the authority and guidance of the Conferesfdbe Parties and be accountable t6 it

The GM is housed by the International Fund for Agitural Development (IFAD), which is also
an Executing Agency of the GEF.

Although the GM does not have any regional cootibnaarrangements except a number of
specific projects in the region, the ROC-AP wilbactively liaise and coordinate with the GM in
terms of resources mobilization in the region tigtoits representative in the Advisory Committee.

G. Cooperation with the Global Environment Facility (GEF)*! Implementing and
Executing Agencies in the Region

The GEF is an important financial resource foriblg country Parties as it provides funding on
projects that are eligible und@perational Programme (OP) 15: Sustainable Land Bgament.
While the UNCCD Secretariat Headquarters has assuh®eresponsibility of participating in the
GEF Council meetings, the ROC-AP could liaise withe regional offices of the GEF
Implementing Agencies (UNDP, UNEP and the World IBaand the Executing Agencies (ADB,
FAO) in Bangkok, with a view to facilitating the \ldopment of projects related to OP 15 and
other relevant GEF focal areas (e.g., OP 12ruagrated Ecosystem Managentérand other
Operational Programmes relating to climate change l@odiversity) that have implications for
land degradation and desertification, for eligillember countries in the region.

The ROC-AP will work closely with the representasvof the GEF Implementing and Executing

Agencies in the region to assist eligible countaytiés in accessing the GEF funds for projects
relating to sustainable land management, integratsmbystem management, afforestation and
reforestation, as well as adaptation to droughtided by climate change, among others (see
paragraphs 73 and 92).

H. Cooperation with the UN, International and Regonal Agencies in the Region

The ROC-AP will liaise and interact with relevanNUinternational and regional agencies in the
region for possible joint activities, as appropiat These include UNESCAP, UNEP-ROAP,
UNDP-RCB, FAO-ROAP, UN/ISDR-AP, ADB and the Worldik-AP, among others.

11n 2002, the GEF Assembly expanded the GEF’s ntartiaadding Sustainable Land Management to the @f#folio.

In

2003, the GEF was designated a financial meshartf the UNCCD Http://www.thegef.org/interior.aspx?id=240

These new developments have increased the avidilabil financial resources for eligible countries address issues
relating to land degradation.

32 0P 12 encompasses cross-sectoral projects thatssdecosystem management in a way that optimemsystem goods
and services in at least two focal areas withincthrext of sustainable development.
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l. Implementation of the RCM-AP

64.The elements of the RCM-AP and their interactiores shown in Figure 1. These include the
institutional arrangement for the ROC-AP and itdatien with the UNCCD Secretariat
Headquarters, the subsidiary bodies of the ConwenfGM, CST and CRIC), the Advisory
Committee, the GEF (Secretariat, and Implementimd) EBxecuting Agencies) and other financial
institutions, relevant UN, international and regbpartner agencies, including civil society, NGOs
and the private sector, and other stakeholders.

65.This strengthened RCM-AP will only be functioninffeetively if it has the full support and
cooperation of the UNCCD Secretariat Headquartedsagher stakeholders, including the NFPs of
the country Parties in the region.

66.An integrated and coordinated strategy within tiMQCD Secretariat is required to implement this
strengthened RCM-AP, as well as the RCMs of otegions.

VI. PROPOSED MANDATES, FUNCTIONS AND ACTIVITIES OF TH E ROC-AP

67.All existing mandates and activities of the AsiaiR@t national, subregional and regional levels as
highlighted in Section 1V, including technical agance and capacity-building for the
implementation of NAPs, SRAPs and RAP; facilitatioh TPNs activities; participation in
technical and policy workshops and forums; partmpsswith other UN and relevant international
and regional agencies; information outreach; welinbaintained and strengthened in the new ROC-
AP for continuity.

68.However, under the proposed Regional Coordinati@cthdnism, the ROC-AP that replaces the
Asia-RCU will have a much strengthened instituticarad human capacity with expanded scope of
activities. In particular, a total of 12 propossedivities that meet the mandates of the ROC-AP are
highlighted below, and summarized in Table 1.

Proposed Activity 1. Regional Representation of tiBICCD Secretariat

69.The ROC-AP will represent UNCCD Secretariat in Aaiad the Pacific and participated in all
UNCCD and related activities in the region.

Proposed Activity 2: Follow Up on COP Decisionschmhose of Subsidiary Bodies, and
Facilitate Country Parties’ Reporting Obligations

70.The ROC-AP will follow up relevant decisions adaptey the COPs and its subsidiary bodies, as
well as of the outcomes of the regional meetingghenmplementation of the Convention, so as to
ensure that the adopted decisions are effectiveptemented in the region. It will also facilitate
the country Parties in the region to meet all rapgrobligations as required by the COPs and
subsidiary bodies.

Proposed Activity 3: Contribution to the Work Progmme of the UNCCD Secretariat and the
GM, including their Joint Work Programme

71.The ROC-AP will contribute to the development ok thVork Programme of the UNCCD
Secretariat and the GM, including their joint wgskogramme with regional input, as well as
through the preparation of national, subregional esgional project proposals, dissemination of
information, provision of technical backstoppingdaassistance in the organization of workshops
in the region.
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GEF (Sec,
IAs and EASs);
other financial
institutions

UNCCD Secretariat HQ

Subsidiary Role and functions

bodies Overall coordination and supervision
GM of all ROCs by the Coordinator for
CST <:> Regional Implementation Annexes

(RIAs), who may report to the
Deputy ES, who, in turn, will report
to the ES

CRIC

UN and other
relevant agencies
UNESCAP
UNEP-ROAP
UNDP-RCB
FAO-ROAP

UN/ISDR-AP
ADB
WB-AP

THE ROC-AP
Regional
Coordinator
(P5’

Advisory Committee

Representatives of
subregions (NEA, SEA,

SA, CA, WA and the

Pacific, with Chair and
Deputy Chair in rotation),
UNCCD Secretariat, GM,
CST, CRIC and Regional
Coordinator (as Secretary

Civil society,
NGOs,
Private Sector

Deputy Programme
Coordinator <:> Officer
(P4) (x2) (P3)

Junior Team Interns (as
Assistant appropriate)

Officer (x2) (P1)
(P2)

Provision of efficient and cost-effective service® the
Asia-Pacific country Parties for effective
implementation of the Convention

Figure 1. The elements of the RCM-AP and thegriattions between each other, which have
been described in Section V.
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Proposed Activity 4: Technical Assistance and Rewil Advisory Service (including
Capacity-Building)

72.The ROC-AP will provide technical assistance, idahg capacity-building activities, to the
developing and least-developed country Partiehénrégion for the further development and/or
implementation of the NAPs, SRAPs and RAP. Inipaldr, within the context of NAPs, the
ROC-AP will assist country Parties in strengtheningtional strategies for sustainable
development, including strategies for poverty eration in relation to the implementation of the
Convention. A clear and detailed mechanism willdeseloped to coordinate SRAPs and RAP
and support their activities.

73.0ne of the new initiatives of the ROC-AP will beetprovision ofRegional Advisory Service

based on the request of the country Parties. Timageinclude country missions to provide hands-
on technical assistance and capacity-building sues relating to the effective implementation of
the Convention, including in-country training févetdevelopment of project proposals for bilateral
and multilateral funding (e.g., GEF project progsshased onOP 15: Sustainable Land

ManagementOP 12: Integrated Ecosystem Managemetd other Operational Programmes
relating to biodiversity and climate change tha¢ &énked to, or have synergies with, land
degradation, desertification and mitigating theeeti§ of drought (see also paragraphs 61 and 62).

74.The Regional Advisory Service may also include aouitiry training on how to access the
AdaptationFund®® under the Kyoto Protocol, especially on adaptatimmmitigate the effects of
drought, which is an important element for the iempéntation of the UNCCD. In-country training
on the development of Clean Development Mechani®DM) projects on afforestation and
reforestation may also be provided for eligible oy Parties upon request.

75.1n the past, the Regional Adviser on Environmerd Sustainable Development of UNESCAP
had been used by the Asia-RCU as a resource péosom number of public awareness and
technical workshops, as part of the free advisanvise provided by UNESCAP. This is an
innovative way of tapping the technical resourcepaftner agencies for the UNCCD activities.
Similar partnership activities should be explorathwther relevant UN, international and regional
agencies in the future.

Proposed Activity 5: Coordination of TPNs

76.Due to lack of resources, the activities of TPNgehlaeen limited in the past few years. The ROC-
AP will coordinate the activities of TPNs and theontribution to interregional cooperation in
order to enhance the coherence of the policy framnewelating to the sustainable management of
natural resources.

77.1t is proposed that under TPN3, the ROC-AP willetaknmediate action in 2010 to facilitate and
assist West Asia in developing a subregional aghi@mgramme on the prevention and control of
dust storms that are affecting Iran, Saudi Arakiayait and Iraq.

% The Adaptation Fund, established by the Partiehé¢oKyoto Protocol of the UNFCCC to finance comeradaptation
projects and programmes in developing country &grfs financed with 2% of the Certified Emissioaddction (CERS)
issued for CDM projects and with funds from otheurges. Decision 1/CMP.3 has established the Aiapt Fund Board
as the operating entity of the Adaptation Fund iwvited the GEF to provide secretariat services taedWorld Bank to
serve as the trustee of the Adaptation Fund omimiin basis. These interim institutional arrangetsavill be reviewed
after 3 years. The Adaptation Fund Board is coregax 16 members and 16 alternates and its meedlhtake place at
least twice a year in Bonn, Germany, which hostsUNFCCC secretariat.

34 Unfortunately, this Regional Adviser post has bakalished by UNESCAP after December 2007.
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Proposed Activity 6: Preparation of RAP (2010-2014)

78.The RAP (2003-2008) has already expired, and tleeeeneed to prepare the next RAP (2010-
2014) to be adopted by the Third Asian Ministefiainference that may be organized in 2010.
The new ROC-AP will facilitate the preparation bétRAP (2010-2014) within the context Te
Strategyas contained in Decision 3/COP.8.

79.1t may be noted that the implementation of the pastRAPs have not been most satisfactory due
to the lack of financial resources, which affedfeaive coordination. Thus, the new RAP (2010-
2014) needs to be better coordinated with the sumb@dequate financial resources.

Proposed Activity 7: Visiting Fellowship Programme

80. A Visiting Fellowship Programme (VFP) will be eslished to facilitate the short-term visit of the
National Focal Points (NFPs) of the UNCCD and tistimg scientists and experts to the ROC-
AP. The VFP could be of one to three months domadiepending on the needs and circumstances.
This programme could enhance the mutual understgndi the operation of the UNCCD
Secretariat, in particular, the ROC-AP and thetiigifellows.

81.The above VFP is complementary to the UNCCD fellugsprogramme as proposed by the
Bureau of the Committee on Science and Techndfognd established by Decision 16/COP.8.

Proposed Activity 8: Partnerships Strengthening aBévelopment

82.The ROC-AP will maintain and strengthen its exigtpartnerships with relevant UN, international
and regional agencies based in Bangkok, while dpusl new partnerships, including those with
civil society, NGOs and the private sector in tlgion, as appropriate. The scientific and
technical expertise of relevant research instituéesl Consultative Group on International
Agricultural Research@GIAR) centre¥’ will be solicited to support the ROC-AP’s technica
assistance activities.

83.The aim is to forge a regional partnership to regeand prevent desertification/land degradation
and to mitigate the effects of drought in affecaeelas in the region in order to support poverty
reduction and social, economic and environmentstiaguability. This is consistent with the
“Mission” of TheStrategyas contained in Decision 3/COP.8.

Proposed Activity 9: Synergies with CBD, UNFCCCdather Relevant MEAs and
Frameworks

% SeeReport of the Bureau of the Committee on SciendeTachnology; Committee on Science and TechnolagyttE
session, Madrid, 4—-6 September 200@m 4 (b) of the provisional agenda; Report e Bureau of the Committee on
Science and Technology, UNCCD fellowship programiReport on a UNCCD fellowship programme; Note bg th
secretariat; ICCD/COP(8)/CST/5, 12 July 2007.

% See Decision 16/COP.8: United Nations ConventiiCombat Desertification fellowship programme; Repsf the
Conference of the Parties on its eighth sessidd,iheMadrid from 3 to 14September 2007; Addendum; Part two: Action
taken by the Conference of the Parties at its bighssion. ICCD/COP(8)/16/Add.1, 23 October 2007.

3" The CGIAR Centres in the region include Centre Ifdernational Forestry Research (CIFOR) in Bododonesia;
International Center for Agricultural Researchlie Dry Areas (ICARDA) in Aleppo, Syria; Internat@nCrops Research
Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) in Racheru, India; and International Rice Researstitite (IRRI) in Los
Barfios, the Philippines.
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84.The new ROC-AP will seek synergies between theviiets in the implementation of the UNCCD,
CBD, UNFCCC, as well as other relevant multilatezalvironmental agreements (MEAS) and
frameworks (e.g.Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015: Building ttesilience of nations and
communities to disastérat the national and regional levels. These malude the establishment
of joint national and regional forums under the ooon objective of sustainable development,
including implementation oflohannesburg Plan of Implementation of the Worlan®it on
Sustainable Developmerand Millennium Development Goals (MDGsbhhe establishment of
nnational and regional communication and networkstigitegies to share information between
relevant Conventions and Frameworks, so as to rtiegiejoint activities more cost-effective.

85. A few country Parties, including Saudi Arabia, hahared their ideas in their submissions to COP
8 on the Options for enhanced cooperation among the Rio €otions, and the success stories of
field activities on synergie¥.

Proposed Activity 10: Promotion of Science andimonmentally Sound
Technologies, and Development of Regional RosteEgperts

86.With the support of the CST, the ROC-AP will activand proactively promote cost-effective
science and environmentally sound technologiesateatffordable to the member countries for the
implementation of the Convention in the region,luding good practices from traditional and
endogenous knowledge.

87.A roster of independent experts with relevant etxperand experience in the region will be
established, maintained and regularly updatedng¢akito account the need for a multidisciplinary
approach and broad geographical representatioms régional roster will be complementary to
that established by the CST, which will be fullynsalted on the selection of each expert for
the roster. The roster will be posted at the hpage of the ROC-AP (see paragraph 88) after it is
approved by the Advisory Committee.

Proposed Activity 11: Publications, Informationu@reach and Networking

88. A home page specifically for the RCM-AP will be ééyped to report on all UNCCD and related
activities in the region, including those relatedNAPs, SRAPs, RAP and TPNs, as well as joint
activities with partners. Specific published orpuhlished research articles that have been
undertaken within the framework of the Conventioaynbe posted on the website, which will be
linked to the UNCCD Secretariat home page.

89.A quarterly electronic newsletter will be publishexdshare the most up-to-date information and
experiences, as well as good practices on the mmggléation of the Convention in the region.

90. Thematic research work such as those resulted thenVisiting Fellowship Programme will also
be published as appropriate.

Proposed Activity 12: Resources Mobilization

91.The ROC-AP should be empowered and assisted byUMECD Headquarters to mobilize
resources to support, develop and sustain itsisesithrough its extensive network, as well as to
support the activities of the country Parties ia tbgion as appropriate.

92.For example, the ROC-AP may assist eligible couRtmyties in accessing the GEF trust fund (see
paragraphs 61, 62 and 73), as well as the Spedialate Change Fund, LDC Fund, and

3 See ICCD/COP(8)/Misc.1, 11 July 2007 (http://wwmcad.int/cop/officialdocs/cop8/pdf/miscleng.pdf)
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Adaptation Fund under the UNFCCC for projects opirg with drought, conservancy adaptation
and mainstreaming adaptation into integrated wasource management, as well as afforestation
and reforestation, which are also eligible under@bDM of the Kyoto Protocol. All these project
activities would have significant implications fire implementation of the Convention.

93. A resource mobilization strategy will be developayl the new ROC-AP. Potential new and
innovative sources of funding from donors, inteloral foundations, private sector, civil society
and NGOs will be identified. Innovative financingiich as land degradation and desertification
funds, public-private partnerships, micro-financihgnd other® will be explored. All resource
mobilization activities will be liaised and coordied with the Global Mechanism through the
Advisory Committee in full consultation with the WXCD Secretariat Headquarters.

VIl.  TWO-YEAR (2010-2011) RESULTS-BASED MANAGEMENT (RBM) WORK PLAN

94. A two-year Work Plan (2010-2011) that is based esults-based management (RBM) approach,
with proposed activities, indicative costs, expdcboutcomes and success indicators, linkages to
the strategic and operational objective§ bé Strategyand possible funding sources, is developed
after extensive consultations among the Asian Faske members and presented in Table 1.

95. This Work Plan will be complementary to the Worlgiamme of the UNCCD Secretariat and the
GM, including their Joint Work Programme.

VIIl.  Financial Resources Required

96.Decision 3/COP.8 recognizes the need for the Cdrwerand its institutions to have adequate
resources to allocate, according to their new teddsed management (RBM) approach work
programme based drhe Strategyn order to respond to the new challenges andsatdll levels.

97.As indicated in Table 1, an estimated US$ 900,080ypar will be required for the operation and
the additional activities of the new RCU-AP. Thimount includes (i) the salaries for professional
staff (excluding the JPOs who will be funded by al@) and the operational cost (i.e., office space;
stationery and communication; missions and DSAY &r) the cost for additional activities,
including preparation of RAP (2010-2014); techniaatistance activities for NAPs, SRAPs and
RAP; regional advisory services; coordination of NEP visiting fellowship programme;
partnership strengthening and development; webddeelopment, publications, information
outreach and networking; resources mobilizationprgnothers, as provided in Section VI. In
view of the large size and the specific needs efrdgion with 56 country Parties, this estimated
US$900,000 funding requirement is very modest iddee., less than US$20,000 per country).

98. Supplementary funding from donors should be selitiio complement the funding from the core
budget for the professional positions (i) to @nd (v) as mentioned in paragraph 49.

39 Microfinance has been promoted as an innovatit®opo help address climate change mitigation asalptation, such
as encouraging reforestation and afforestatiore Hkecutive Board to the CDM has also launcheddiba to explore the
possibilities for combining CDM development witharéfinance mechanisms in the Least Developed Ciasnfir DCs).

“0 For example, JAL Mileage Bank members worldwides \&hle to participate in “JAL Miles for Eco” fromt6 30 June
2006 by making donations of 10,000 miles or in st 10,000 miles. Counting one mile as one yea,JaAL Group
donated the equivalent amount in cash to the prejetitted 1nner Mongolia Greening Project Against Desertifica’
managed by Organization for Industrial, SpiritualdaCultural Advancement (OISCA), a Tokyo-based poofit-
organization founded in 1961 which focuses on @mvitentally sustainable development in countriesuthout the
Asia-Pacific region.
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99.0ne option to reduce the cost would be the secontiofeNFPs by country Parties to fill one or
two professional positions on a two-year rotatidesis.

100. It is feasible that the ROC-AP may tap into thehtecal expertise of other UN, international
and regional agencies for free regional advisoryises that are also within their mandates, as in
the case with UNESCAP during 2001-2007 when itsi&te Advisory Service on Environment
and Sustainable Development was available.

IX. CONCLUSIONS

101. The cost-effectiveness and the added value of thie-RCU have been well demonstrated
through its past activities, and its significanhtrdutions and achievements towards promoting the
implementation of the Convention in the Asian regiolrhe willingness of UNESCAP to host the
Asia-RCU, the full support of the affected countParties in the region, as well as the
contribution by affected country Parties to its i@@nal costs, have fully justified its existence.

102. In order to more efficiently and effectively semye affected country Parties in the region, it is
proposed that the existing RCM-AP be strengtherfstithe core of this strengthened RCM-AP, a
Regional Office of the Convention for Asia and tRacific (ROC-AP) will be established to
replace the existing Asia-RCU, with strengthenechdadées and at least five professional staff
funded by the core budget. This new ROC-AP wilinten and strengthen the existing activities
of the Asia-RCU. A number of new activities, swahregional advisory services; preparation of
RAP (2010-2014); visiting fellowship programme; pration of science and environmentally
sound technologies; development of regional rastexperts; website development, publications,
newsletter and other outreach information; anduesmobilization, will also be initiated within
the context ofThe Strategyas contained in Decision 3/COP.8. An Advisory Cattea will be
established to provide guidance on the implemartadf the RCM-AP and the operation of the
ROC-AP.

103. An integrated and coordinated strategy within tidQCD Secretariat is required to implement
this strengthened RCM-AP, as well as the efficeent effective operation of the ROC-AP.

X. RECOMMENDATIONS

104. Based on this proposal, the Parties at COP 9 mah w deliberate and decide on the
following items:

(a) To endorse the strengthened RCM-AP and the edtaidist of the new ROC-AP that will
replace the existing Asia-RCU in 2010;

(b) The approve the two-year ROC-AP Results-Based Managt (RBM) Work Plan (2010-
2011) and the proposed activities as providedenvttork Plan;

(c) To approve the provision of financial resourcesiainthe core budget for the next
biennium in order to cover the operational andvagtcosts of the ROC-AP;

(d) To convene the Third Asian Ministerial Conferent010;

(e) To convene a UN Summit to review the progress enrtiplementation of the Convention
in 2014 in commemoration of the 20-year anniversditphe Convention.
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Table 1. The ROC-AP Results-Based Management (RBlIk Plan (2010-2011).

Linkage to the

2010 2011 TOTAL Strategic and
Expected outputs, outcomes anfd Operational .
Proposed activities indicators objectives of the 10-| Possible sources of
US$ US$ US$ year (2008-2018) funding
Strategy
Objective of the RCM-AP: To more efficiently and Areas of land degradation and Strategic objectives 1 Core
effectively serve the Asia-Pacific member countrigs desertification reduced over long| to 5 and Operationa| budget/supplementary
and assist them in the effective implementation of term objectives 1 to 5 funds
the Convention d policy services
Activity 1: Regional Representation of the UNCCD Regular | Regular | Regular [Relevant activities participated gnStrategic objectives 1 Core budget
Secretariat activities| activities| activities |behalf of the UNCCD Secretariat to 5 and Operationa
objectives 1 to 5
Activity 2: Follow Up of COP and Subsidiary BodigsRegular | Regular | Regular [COP and subsidiary bodies Strategic objectives 1 Core budget
Decisions and Facilitate Member Countries’ activities| activities| activities |decisions followed and member| to 5 and Operationa
Reporting Obligations countries’ reporting obligations objectives 1 to 5
fulfilled
Activity 3: Contribution to UNCCD HQ Work Regular | Regular | Regular [UNCCD HQ Work Programme | Strategic objectives 1 Core budget
Programme and Joint Work Programme with the | activities| activities| activities|and Joint Work Programme with| to 5 and Operationa
Global Mechanism the Global Mechanism objectives 1 to 5
successfully developed with
regional input
Activity 4: Technical Assistance and d¥isory 90,000 | 90,000( 180,00p No. of missions undertakeén wWDperational objectives Core budget &/or
Service (including capacity-building) tangible results and outcomes 2 and 4 supplementary funds
Activity 4.1: Provide support to the implementatiafi] NAPs, SRAPs and RAPs
NAPs, SRAPs and RAPs, including advisory services, successfully implemented
training and awareness-raising workshops
Activity 5: Coordination of Thematic Programme | 60,000 | 60,000( 120,000 TPNs successfully coordinateperational objective|4 Core budget &/or
Networks (TPNs) supplementary funds
Activity 5.1: Coordination and provision of support Increase in TPNs activities with
for TPNs tangible results and outcomes
Activity 6: Preparation of RAP (2010-2014) 30,000 [ 30,000( 60,000 RAP (2010-2014) prepared effiabbjectives 1 Core budget
to 5 and Operationa
objectives 1 to 5
Activity 7: Visiting Fellowship Programme 85,000 | 85,000f 170,000 No. of visiting fellows sugipd | Operational objectivel 4 Supplementary funds

Activity 7.1: Visiting scientists, NFPs of one to 3
months duration, as appropriate
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Activity 8: Partnerships Strengthening and 10,000 | 10,000| 20,000 Existing partnerships stresrgtl Strategic objective 4 Core budget &/or

Development & new partnerships developeg supplementary funds

Activity 8.1: Participation in relevant UN and ot No. of relevant meetings

meetings as representative of the UNCCD Secretariat participated

Activity 9 Synergies with CBD, UNFCCC and oth Increase in joint activities with| Strategic objective 4 Core budget &/or

Relevant MEAs and Frameworks partners supplementary funds

Activity 9.1: Participation of worksops organized f 10,000 | 10,000( 20,000

CBD, UNFCCC and other relevant frameworks (g

Hyogo Framework on Disaster Risk Reduction)

Activity 10: Promotion of Science and 20,000 | 20,000| 40,00d Good practices disseminaté@perational objective|5 Core budget &/or

Environmentally Sound Technologies, and Regional roster of experts supplementary funds

Development of Regional Roster of Experts established, maintained and

(Coordination with CST) updated

Activity 11 Publication, information outreach an Operational objectivegs Core budget &/or

networking 1and3 supplementary funds

Activity 11.1: Development and maintenanad| 25,000 | 25,000 50,000 Website developed & maintained

website, including database

Activity 11.2: Publication of e-newsletter 10,000 10,000 | 20,000 E-Newsletter published

Activity 11.3: Other thematic publications 25,000 | 25,000| 50,00d Thematic books publisheg

Activity 12: Resources Mobilization Increase in financial resource$ Strategic objecti Core budget &/or
and Operational supplementary funds

objective 5

Activity 12.1: Development of GEF projects { 30,000 | 30,000 60,000 Increase in GEF-funded pmject

eligible countries

DJECT MANAGEMENT

RCU-AP Coordinator (P5) 120,000 120,000 240,000 Core budget

Deputy Coordinator (P4) 100,000 100,0p0 200,000 ore®@udget

Programme Officer (x2) (P3) 150,000 150,0p0 300,000 Core budget

Junior Professional Officer (2) (P2) (funded by Donors

donors)

Administrator/Secretary (P1) 50,000 50,000 100,000 Core budget

Interns (as appropriate)

Staff Travel 50,000 [ 50,000( 100,000 Core budget

Equipment ( PCs) 5000 5,00( 10,000 Core budget

Operational expenses (e.g., office space, 30,000 | 30,000( 60,000 Core budget

transportation, communication, etc)

Total 900,000 900,000 1,800,0p0
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