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Obituary

Subsequent to this meeting, the Regional Marine
Turtle Conservation Programme was saddened to
learn that Mr David ldip, the Chair for this Meeting
and Director of Palau's Bureau of Natural Resources,
and Development passed away soon after.

David is remembered for bis unswerving
commitment to conserving Palau's and the region's
natural resources from over-exploitation.

His determination and dignity will be missed by all
in the RMTCP and by all SPREP member countriee.
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Meeting Report

Item 1. Welcome

1. The Fourth Meeting of the South Pacific
Regional Marhrc Turtle Con'seruati'on Program
(RMTCP) was convened by the South Pacific
Regional Environment Programme (SPREP) on
4-5 August 1994 in Apia, Western Samoa.

2. Mr Don Stewart, DeputY Director of
SPREP, welcomed participants to the meeting.
In his opening statement, Mr Stewart lsminded
participants of the resolutions made at the
Third RMTCP Meeting.

This neeting recornnended that:

i. there be an imnediote and substan'tial
reductiort in the num,bers of turtles bein'g

killed throughout the regiott,

ii. courttries of the regiott be encouroged to ban'

internatiottal trade ht turtles and turtle
products;

iii. courttries of the regiort be encouroged to

hrtroduce a moratoriwn, or where possible a
pernanrcnt eessatiort, otl within'country
comrnercial transactions of turtles anud

turtle products, allowirtg on'ly cultural and
or subsistettce tahes:

iu. 1995 be ceremonially cor*idered the "Year
of the Sea Turtle" hv the Pa'cific Region, and,

that wheneuer and wherever possible an'd
practical, on" o uolun'tary basis, restrain't be

exercised in the killhr'g of turtles for all
purposes.

3. Mr. Stewart reported that the South Pacific
Forum considered theee recommendatione at
their recent meeting and fully supported them-

4. The Fourth RMTCP Meeting's key object'
ive was to plan for the 1995 Year of the Sea
Tfu.rtle in the South Pacific. In addition, the
meeting was to briefly review progress towards
the goals and objectives of the RMIOP and to
serve aB the key forum to exchange ideae and
information pursuant to turtle conservation and
management.

5. In wishing participants a successful
meeting, Mr Stewart reminded the gathering of
the urgency of succeesful conservation outcomes
to ensure survival of sea turtle resources in the
SPREP region. A high profile awareness
campaign for the 1995 Year of the Sea Turtle
was critical in delivering turtle conservation
messages throughout the region and elsewhere.

Item 2. Opening

6. Mr Unase Mese, the representative for the
Secretary for Lands, Survey and Environment,
delivered the opening addrees. He congratu-
lated SPREP for its work to date which had
mostly focused on scientific research and
monitoring exercises. In-country turtle
conservation programs have benefited from the
result€ of these activities.

7. Mr Mese emphasised that the turtle has
considerable traditional value to the peoples of
the Pacific. In Samoa the turtle ie called sa
laumei (sacred fish), and only the high chief was
allowed to consune it. The shell of the turtle
was used for frshing lures, bracelets and
necklaces. Some villagers believed that the
matai title originated from turtle lore. Turtles
are of great importance to the Sa"'oan cuLture.

8. With the establishment of the Weetern
Samoan Department of Environment and
Coneervation (DEC) efforts have begun to
conserye turtles in Western Sanoa. Cyclones
have resultpd in considerable damage to most of
the nesting beaches. The DEC is trying to re-
establish nesting sitee and has mounted a public
awarenesa eampaign which has resulted in a

voluntary ban on turtle consumption in many
villages. At the national level, regulations to
ban consumption or sale of turtles with a

carapace of less than 700mm and to ban the
lrilling of turtles at certain times of the year are

in preparation.

9. In concluding his opening etatement, Mr
Mese declqred his co''fidence in SPREP member
nations working together to develop an effective
strategy to conserve the turtle in the South
Pacifrc and wished the participants a euccessful
meeting.
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Item 3. Election of Chairpenson

10. The Meeting elected Mr David Idip of Palau
as Chairperson.

Item 4. Meeting Objectives and
Procedures

11. Ms Sue Miller, SPREP'e new Biodiversity
(Speciee) Offrcer, outlined arrangements for the
meeting including the key outputs expected
from thie forum. The main puq)ose of the
Fourth RMTCP Meeting was to begin the
planning procees for in-country and regional
activities for the 1995 Year of the Sea, Tfu,rtle. In
addition, the meeting was to briefly review
progrese towards the goals and objectives of the
Rtr4TCP, including Resolutions made at the
Third RMICP Meeting, and to eerve as the key
forum to exchange ideas and information
pursuant to turtle conservation and
management.

12. A number of documents were circulated for
discuesion and use of by RMTCP participants to.
facilitate these outputs, as shown in Annex 1. A
participants list was circulated and completed,
ehown in Annex 2.

13. Ms Miller outlined her role ae facilitator of
the meeting objectives and noted the continuing
trend of increased SPREP member country
participation in the RMTCP. This trend not
only indicated the acknowledgment of turtle
conservation issues, but also the usefulness of
combining in-country and regional approaches
to a resource management issue that crossed
national boundaries.

Item 5. Adoption of Agenda

14. The meeting adopted the Draft Agenda,
shown in Annex 4, with slight modifications to
change the order of Items 6 and Z.

Item 6. Overview and update on the
Regional Marine Turtle
Conservation Prog ramme

RMTCP GooI: To cortserue narilrc turtles and
their cultural, economic and, nutritional
ualues for the coastal people of the countries
serued by SPREP.

15. Ms Miller presented a summary report of
RMTCP activities since the Third RMTCP
meeting in June 1993 for discuseion. Work is
focused on implementing the strategic plan
adopted in 1993 and the Resolutions ofthe tggg
RMTCP Meeting. Special acknowledgment of
the excellent work of Adrienne Farago, Suzie
Geermang and Lucille Apis was given.

f6. It was noted that SPREP member
participation in the RMTCP had steadily
increased from 8 to 15 (American Samoa,
Australia, Cook Islands, Federated States of
Micronesia, Fiji, Guam, Kiribati, Niue, Palau,
Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands, Tonga,
Tokelau, USA and Western Samoa) in the laet
two yeare, which has resulted in a considerable
increase in workload and need for further
project funds.

6.1 Turtle Database Consultant

77. Of particular concern was the loss of the
Turtle Database Consultant and the current
lack of funds to replace this position since
November 1993. A funding proposal was
submitted to the Australian Nature
Conservation Agency (ANCA) but was
uneucceseful, securing only $20,000 of the
$56,000 pa required for the position to be based
at SPREP. The extent of this position and
where it should be based was discussed. There
are three key functions of the turtle database
consultant:

i. development and maintenance of the
databaee;

ii. training of RMTCP member's staff in
turtle monitoring work; and,

iii. helping to initiate new programs.

f8. ANCA stated that cost was the key reason
that the proposal was not fully funded, however,
ANCA was keen to further look at ways of
supporting the RMTCP. Dr Limpus indicated
that a new person would require extensive
training based in Australia for approximately 6
months. Dr Limpus's Department was prepared
to offer office space and computer facilities. It
was commented that perhaps the job was not
Iikely to need a full-time position and that the
Biodiversity Offrcer (Species) should assume a
part role in this regard. After some discussion
on this point it was generally felt that the job,
combined with the demands of the forthcoming
campaign, was likely to be a full-time role. The
meeting agreed that funding of this position is
an urgent priority.
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6.2 EducationActivities

20. Postels and fact sheets were still available
to RMTCP meurbers, rvith sone translated into
local languages. Demand for these materials
contlnued to grorv. The turtle video was in the
{inal stages ofproduction and would be ready for
distribution for the 1995 campaign.

6.3 Training

22. SPREP assistance to training of RMTCP
staff was not available until replacenent of the
turtle database consultant.

6.4 Draft RMTGP Country Summaries of
Turtle Resources, Traditional Uses,
Legislation and BibliograPhY.

23. A draft document was given to the Fourth
RMTCP meeting as a working resource' Any
corrections or alterations would be forwarded to
SPREP. It was intended that this document be

a dynamic one that was updated regularly for
use by the RMTCP. New sections such as

tagging and census summaries were planned to
be added in the near future. Copies of
references listed in the Bibliography were
available to RMTCP members.

6.5 Turtle Bycatch

24. Turtle bycatch was being addressed by
some RMTCP members. Australia was trying to
ensure that bycatch issues were addressed in
the UN High Seas Fisheries process. Mr Balazs
informed participants that the Westerrt' Pacific
Fisttery Management Cowrcil was also
addressing the bycatch issue north west of
Hawaii where up to 150 boats, some from the
Atlantic, were fishing,

25. A meeting was held on this issue in
November 1993 and again in May 1994. At that
stage, the exact turtle bycatch statistics (i.e'
number of turtles caught, released and kept) of
Japan, Korea and Taiwan were not available.

Table 1: RMTCP Bud.get for 1994'97

6.6 RMTCP Budget

26. There were two major funding sources for
the RMTCP - the South Pacific Bindiuersity
Conseruatiott, Prograrnme (SPBCP) and the
Canadian Government. Funds for RMTCP work
are summarised in Table 1. All figures are in
US dollars unless otherwise stated.

27. Committed project expenditure for 1994
included turtle population and monitoring work
in Yap, PNG, New Caledonia (all ICOD, total
$CAD30,000); Solomon Islands, Western Samoa,
Fiji (SPBCP); further development of
educational materials ($CAD9,000).

28. New RMTCP projects were being developed
for Kiribati and Tonga. Ongoing work in
Arnavon Islands (Solomon Islands) was aleo
supported during 1994. Palau and Yap
indicated that they were likely to submit new
proposals. Funding for turtle conservation work
in RMTCP member nations who are French or
United Statee Territories remains a problem.

Item 7. Turtle Biology and Research
Update

29. Mr. Balazs and Dr. timpus presented up-
dates on turtle research and biology for meeting
participants. In addition Mr Balazs presented a

slide show - "America's Sea Turtles" - and
indicated that a sinilar version could be

produced for this region. Key points made in
the discussion on turtle biolory and research
update were given under appropriate issue
headings.

7.1 Artificial Hatcheries and Head Starting
Programmes

30. It is important to distinguish between
artifical hatcheries (which are incubation eit€e
for threatned neste) and turtle mariculture
(heod starting) which attempts to raiee hatching
turtles to larger sizes before release.

Items 1994 1995 1996 1997

Secured Funds
Unsecured Funds

116,6001
56,0004

89,2002
56,0004

39,2003
56,0004

0
100,000s

Sou/cesi
r sePcP (79,600) , lcoD (4o,ooo)
2 spacp
3 spacp4 t gga Turtle Database Consultant proposal to ANCA secured $20,000Aus which was not sufficient to use for this position and

was subsequently lost with change in financial year.
5 Preliminary estimate of funds required to operate the RMTCP.
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31. Artifical hatcheries, while posing some
threat to the natural success of in-situ
incubation of turtle nests are often the
prescribed methods of protecting nests from salt
water inundation and natural predators. While
the obvious option is to conserve natural nesting
sites, artifical hatcheries have proven successful
in increaeing hatchling production in cases
where neets would otherwise have no chance of
survival. However, head starting is widely
considered an unproven, disruptive
experinental conservation technique and should
not be promoted.

7.2 Age to first breeding

32. It takee at least 20 and possibly up to 50
years for female turtlee to produce their first
clutch of eggs. This long time to reach
reproductive maturity should be emphasised in
awareneas programe for turtle conservation.

7.3 Genetlc studies

33. Mitochondria DNA analysis is a
powerful genetic reeearch tool which can
identify where a turtle waa born and the'
discreteness of breeding populations.
Application of genetic research can identi$ the
source of breeding stock of harvested turtles,
and thus can be used to assist development of
equitable resource allocation.

34. Genetic work hae changed perceptions of
turtle resource management, with reeearch
results indicating a general lack of
interbreeding between populations for all
practlcal purposes within the forseeable future.
This means that if a nesting population is wiped
out that stock is effectively gone forever. At
present research has been carried out on
loggerhead, green and hawkesbill turtles from
Micronesia, PNG and New Caledonia.

35. The PNG and Micronesian rookeries have
distinct genetic profiles from each other and all
other regional rookeries sampled so far
(Australia, Japan, Indonesia and Malaysia).
T?ris indicates that the PNG and Micronesian
rookeries are seperate breeding populations.

36. Results for loggerhead turtles show that the
breeding populations in East Australia and
southern Japan do not interbreed. loggerhead
harvest is concentrated in Melanesia and a 50-
80% decline in breeding numbers has been
observed in the past 10 years. Indonesia is the
major harvester with an estimated 30,000
50,000 animals taken each year. Researchers
plan to sample harvested turtles to identify
dhere these animals were born.

37. Hawkesbill genetic research has shown that
nesting populations in Solomon Islands are not
interbreeding with populations from the Great
Barrier Reef in Australia.

38. Those RMTCP membere wishing to
participate in the turtle genetic programme
should contact Dr CoI Limpus.

7.1 Satellite Telemetry

39. Tracking adult green turtle migrations from
nesting to feeding gounds was undertaken using
small radio transmitters attached to turtles,
which send signals to earth-orbitting satellites.
Turtles have been tagged and monitoried from
French Frigate Shoals to Ohau (1200km), and
Rose Atoll (American Samoa) to Fiji. Work
planned in 1995 included more tagging at Rose
AtoII and at Kanton Island in Kiribati. This
technique provided valuable information on
oceanic movemente, swimming behaviour and
navigational abilities of sea turtles. As shown
by Dr Peter Craig's work in American Samoa,
this technique also provided a valuable
opportunity for highly effective and novel
conservation programs through "guessing where
the turtles go" competitions.

Item 8. Country Reports

40. Participants provided accounts of marine
turtle conservation activities in their countries
since the Third RMTCP Meeting.

8.1 Federated States of Micronesia: Yap

41. The turtle tagging programme was carried
out for most of the outer islands, including
sample collections for genetic analysis sent to
Australia. Tags have been recovered from
Philippines and the Marshall Islands. It is
planned to continue the Turtle Education
Programs to Outer Island communities, the
tagging and monitoring program concentrating
on Lathow and Moseran Islands (Ngulu Atoll)
and Pig Islands rutthi Atoll), and to continue to
provide samples for genetic analysis.

8.2 Guam

42. Incidental observations of turtles were
recorded during bi-monthly aerial surveys of
fishing activity along the entire Guam shoreline.
Aerial surveys were also used during the
breeding season to identify turtle crawls at
known nesting areas. Turtle management
issues in Guam included illegal harvesting,
habitat degradation and increased man-related
activity along the'shoreline.

It.
,,1I.\
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43. Growth of Guam's population and tourism
industry (approaching I nillion visitors p.a.),
combined with continued development,
threatened to bring even more man-related
activity closer to previously inaccessible and
undisturbed turtle habitats. Some tagging took
place with 8 green and 12 hawkesbills tagged up
to 1991. To date one tag had been recovered.

8.3 Cook lslands

44. Green and hawkesbill turtles are found in
Cook Islands. Preliminary survey work carried
out by Fisheries Officers revealed that turtles
are concentrated in the Northern Group.
Nesting sites were identifred and there were
some attempts at head starting turtles for food
and release. Turtles are hunted both inside and
outside lagoon areas, but away from nesting
sites. Turtles have not been tagged in the Cook
Islands since 1977. There are no regulations for
the protection of marine turtles in the Cook
Islands, however there are some traditional
controls by fishers.

8.4 Solomon lslands

45. Ongoing work was concentrated on a major
hawksbill rookery in the Arnavon Islands which
is now part of a wider conservation initiative,
jointly implemented by the government and The

Nature Conservancy. The involvement of local
landowning groups is central to this project.

46. The Fisheries Act was amended in 1993 to
ban the sale and export of turtles and turtle
products and the taking of nesting turtles or
eggs during the breedtng season' Turtle
conservation education and infornation
activities are ongoing, focusing on communities
near important nesting areas.

8.5 Tokelau

41. Observations suggest that turtle resources
in Tokelau are rapidly declining. Green,
hawkesbill and loggerheads (rare) are all found
in Tokelau. Green turtles nest on all three
atolls, whilst hawkesbill and loggerheads nest
only on Nukunonu. Traditional laws govern
turtle use. On Nukunonu thle Council of Eldcrs
banned the taking of turtles (includifrg egge) for
frve years. Councils were considering similar
moves on the other two atolls. Egg taking was

banned on Fakaofo, and turtles cannot be

caught without the knowledge of t}lie Couttcil of
Eld,ers.

48. Two turtles were tagged and released since
1993, and no genetic samples taken. Turtle
conservation issues are now part of the school
curriculum in Tokelau. Focus is on education
activities to increase public awareness of turtle
conservation issues.

8.6 Papua New Guinea

49. Financial
programme in
Nesting sites
Egg harvest

constraints limited the tagging
1993/4 in Papua New Guinea.

were visited whenever poesible.
was common. Awarenegs

campaigns were a priority, but there are
language barriers with over 700 languages, and
areas where neither English nor Pidgin is well
understood.

8.7 Australia

50. Dr Qsl T'impus reported on recent work
under Item 7. Mr John Hicks reported on

Australia's work with the Conuenti,on on
Migratory Species of WiId Anirnals (CMS). AII
species of turtlee in SPREP waters are listed on
CMS's Appendices I and II. This Convention
could be useful in Pacific turtle conservation
work through the negotiation of an agteement-
Parties identified turtles as a priority for
conservation under the Bonn' Conuentiott. This
could be enabled by a regional agreement
between "range states". Australia was working
with PNG and Indonesia on turtle progrdmmes.
ANCA's education programme of the Australinn
End,ongered Speci.es Program could aeeist with
educational activities for the 1995 Year of the

Sea Tfu,rtle.

8.8 Western Samoa

51. A tagging programme, including purchase,
tag and release of turtles for sale in the local
market was underway. One tagged turtle was
recovered three times. Nesting sitee were
surveyed in the Aleipata district' Radio
programe and newspaper artides were used to
increase public awareneas' Investigation of
traditional use of turtles wae also underway.
New fisheries regulations were fuafted to ban
both the sale of turtle eggs and turtles emaller
than 700mm carapace length- The draft
legislation aleo enabled the Director to ban any
turtle catch for a period, through consultation
with village councile.
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8.9 American Samoa

52. Satellite transmitter work on turtles
combined with a public contest to guess where
turtles migrated, was a great success in
American Samoa. The satellite tags showed
that all three turtles went to Fiji. The
competition was a great success in raising
awareness of turtle'e migration and thus the
need to protect them as a shared resource.
Turtle work focueed on the last nesting area for
green turtles in American Samoa - Rose Atoll, a
wildlife refuge. Only about 30 turtles nested
there annually. The habitat was fully protected
but nesting appeared in decline, likely due to
harvest elsewhere.

8.10 Palau

53. Recent field research in January - March
1994 focused on hawksbill nesting in the
Seventy Islands group in the Rock lelands.
During this period 15 nesting crawls were
recorded on 10 nesting beaches in and
immediately adjacent to the Seventy Islands
Wildlife Preserve. It was estimated that about
50o/o of the neste were unsuccessful due to
inundation, predation or human disturbance. A
tagging and genetic sample collection
porgramme was being planned. Education
activities included production of a pamphlet,
development of a slide show, radio
announcements and interviews. Existing turtle
regulations were being reviewed.

8.ll Klribatl

54. Kiribati became involved with the RMTCP
in 1993 with both the Environment Unit and the
Fisheriee Department working together in turtle
issues. Since this time a survey form was
designed for Fisheries Assistants in the Gilbert
and Line Islands for input into the Fisheries
Department's database.

55. Education and awareness activities were a
priority for the coming year and were being
coordinated by the AusAlD-funded Environ-
mental Education OfEcer. T\rrtle legislation
needs would be addreseed later in f994 as part
of the Enuironmental Law Review (UNEP). A
proposal was submitted to the RMTCP for
funding, and Kiribati looked forward to
participating in the 1995 Year of the Sea Tlrtle.

8.12 Frli

56. Work during 1993/4 concentrated on
surveys, hatchery and education/awarenees
initiatives. Over 175 (50 tagged) hawksbills
were released from Dalice Bay - Makogai Is
hatchery. A recent survey of lomai Viti Island

groups revealed a major decline in nesting. In
the 1960/70s hawkesbill turtles nesting in this
area numbered in their hundreds. Nest counts
were down to less than 2-3 per area. There was
an urgent need for effective conservatron
management for this area. Fiji was responding
by planning to extend the ban on taking of
turtles from 4 to 8 months (September - March),
and initiating a range of education and
awareness activities-

8.13 Niue

57. Niue was participating in the RMTCP for
the first time at this meeting. Turtles were
common in the waters of Niue but do not nest
there. There was some tourism interest in
turtles which swim close in shore. Turtles were
not taken for food in Niue.

8.14 Tonga

58. Some turtle survey, tagging and monitoring
work was carried out in Tonga in the Vava'u and
Ha'apai groups. Nesting sites were known from
18 islands in the Vava'u (5) and Ha'apai (13)
islands groups. Most of these islands were
uninhabited.

59. New legislation for turtle resource
management was drafted by the Fisheries
Department. Provisions included: banning the
take of turtle eggs and interference with nests,
banning the use of spear guns to take turtles,
banning taking turtlee of lees than lScm shell
length, specifying cloeed seasons on the take of
adult turtles; and a total ban on taking
leatherback turtles. Law enforcement for the
turtle regulations was especially diffrcult in
outlying islands. Tonga was preparing a project
for funding from SPBCP. Priorities were for
education/awarenees activities, confirmation of
nesting sites, tagging and suweying.

8.15 Hawaii (USA)

60. Hawaii's ongoing turtle conservation
programme has a number of high priority areasl
sate[ite telemetry, bycatch of turtles in long line
fisheries, turtle tumour disease, DNA genetic
analysis and turtle eco-tourism. The
programme was coordinated by Mr George
Balazs, l,eader of the Marine Turtle Research
Program of the Honolulu Laboratory, National
Marine Fiehenes Service.

61. Satellite telemetry work was reported on in
Item 7.4. Research was initiated to understand
the scope, magnitude and fate of sea turtles
accidentally hooked or entangled in longline
{ishing. A workshop was to be convened early in
1995 to address the prevention and mitigation of
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longline hooking of turtles. Representatives
from SPREP's turtle program would be invited
to attend the meeting as long line fisheries
occurred in most waters of SPREP countries.

62. Tumour disease (fibropapillomatosis) is a
debilitating and often fatal disease of Hawaiian
green turtles, and was a focus of research. The
infectious agent, likely a virus, had not been
identified. With complete protection of green
turtle populations for 17 years they were now
showing some encouraging signs of recovery
following decades of unregulated commercial
and other forms of over-exploitation.

63. Green turtles in Hawaii were now playing
an increasing role in eco-tourism, with vieitors
snorkelling with turtles and customised dive
tour operations. Watching turtles from the
shore was popular. This sustainable use of
turtles was occurring with clear economic and
educational benefits.

8.16 Vanuatu

64. Vanuatu was unable to send a
representative to the RMICP meeting but
provided a report on recent activities. Marine
turtle survey and monitoring was ongoing. In
1994 the island of Epi (Central Vanuatu) was
surveyed for turtles. Despite reports that many
turtles nest there in September - October only
one turtle, a loggerhead, was found. Epi Island
reported a leatherback rookery which wag
confirmed in this survey. The Environment
Unit would conduct follow up survey work in
this area during 1994.

Item 9. Turtle Video production

65. A "rough-cut" version of the video was
shown at the Meeting by Tlad.ewhtd
Cornmwvicafiorr.s producer, Hans Andersen, for
the Meeting's information and final approval.
After some discussion on various shots and
dialogue the Meeting agreed for Dr Timpus, Mr
Andersen and Ms Miller to go through the final
script before the end of the meeting. The final
version would be dubbed, duplicated and sent to
SPREP before November 1994.

ftem 10. 1995 Year of the Sea Turtle -
Campaign Plan

66. The Meeting discussed campaign goals, key
messages and audiences and many regional and
in-country initiatives that could be undertaken
as part ofthe 1995 Year of the SeaTurtle.

67. Discuesions focused on developing short-
and long-term activities to raise awareness of
sea turtles and related issuee in the Pacific
islands' marine environment. These discussione
resulted in the Campaign. Resource Docum,ent
attached as Annex 4.

Item 11. Meeting Resolutions

68. The Meeting recommended that:

i. SPREP establish a working pa,rty frorn
SPREP rnernbers, and inuite porticipation
fron other appropriate orgonisations,
including South Porific Commissinn. and
Forwn Fisherizs Agency, to investigate
suitq.ble mechanisrns to irnplement
Recommend.atiotrs 1, 2 and 3 of the 1993
RMTCP Meeting.

ii. Noted with o,ppreciatinn. the support of 25th
South Pacific Forum for the 1995 Year of
the Sea Tfu,rtle and that this working party
ensure action, on these 1993 resolutinns be,

taken. ht. sufficicrtt tine for a report to be

auailable for the 26th South Pacific Forum.

iii. SPREP rnembers be encouraged to accede to
the Conuentiort orr, Internatiortal Tladc in
En da ngered Species (CITES).

iu. SPREP menbers continue to support the
carnpaign actiuities of the Year of the Sea
Tlntle

Item 12. Commendations

69. The following individuals were commended:

i. To Peter Craig (American Sarnoa) for his
successful and highly inrwvatiue work ilt the
Great Sarnoan Turtle Mystery progran'Ln'Le.

ii. To Suzie Geenna,ns, forner RMTCP
Tfu.rtle Database Consulta'nt, for her work in
establishing the RMTCP database.

70. The Meeting thanked the Chairman and
acknowledged the funding support of the South
Pacific Bind,iuersity Conseruation Progrornme,
t}ne Canadian, Gouentment, Austrolian Nature
Conseruation Auth.ority and the CITES Secre-
tariat for their support of SPREP'e Regional
Marine Turtle Conservation Programme.
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Annexes

Annex {: Documents for the lt|eeting

1. DraftAgenda

2. List of Participants

SPREP

3- RJ\4TCP Programme Report

4. RMTCP Summaries of Country Resources,
Traditional IJse, I^egislation and
Bibliography (Working Draft Jrdy f 994).

5. Report of the Third Meeting of thc Regionnl
Marine Tb.rtle Conserua.tinn hogramme
and the First Meeting of the Regional
Marine Mammals Conseruatiott,
Prograrnme. 9-11 June 1993, Apia, Westent
Samoa. SPREP.

QDEH'ANCA

6. Proceedings of the Austrolian Morine Tfu,rtle
Conservati,on, Workshnp, Seo World, Nara
Resort, GoId Coast, 14-17 Nouember 1990.

Queensland Department of Environment
and Heritage and Australian Nature
Conservation Agency.
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Annex 2: Participants List

Amerika Samoa FUi

Dr Peter Craig Mr Aisake Batibasaga
Department oiMarine and Wildlife Conservation Fisherieg Oficer, Fisheries Division
American Samoa Government Ministry of Agriculture Forest and Fisheriee
PO Box 3?30 PO Box 358

PAGO PAGO swA" Fiji
Amerika Samoa 96?99 Tel.: (679) 361 122

Tel: (684) G33 4456 Far (679) 361 184

Fax: (684) 633 5944

Guam
Australia 

Mr Andrew Torres
Mr John Hicks Fisheries Biologist
Director, Wildlife Management Unit Department of Agriculture
Australian Nature Conservation Agency Division of Aquatic and Wildlife Resources

GpO Box 686 PO Box 2950

canberra Acr 260l AGAN'a
Australia Guam 96910

Tel: (616) 2500 314 Tel: (671) 7343544
Fax: (616)2500315 Fax: (6?l)7346670

Dr Colin Lirnpus
Department of Environment and Heritage Kifibati
160 Ann Street
BRISBANE QLD 4002 Mr Craig Wilson
Australia Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources

Tel.: (6rD 227 7718 Development
Far: (61?)2276386 PoBox64Bairiki

Tarawa, Kiribati
Tel: (686) 21099

Cook lslands Fax (686) 21120

Mr Koroa Raumea
Fisheries Research Officer NiUe
Ministry of Marine Resources
PO Box 85 Mr Wayne Tagelagi
RABOTONGA Environment Officer, Environment Unit
Cook Islands Department of Communif Afrairs

Tel.: (682) 28 ?30 ALOFI, Niue
Fax: (682) 29 72r Tel.: (683) 4019

Fa* (683),1010

Federated States of Micronesia
Palau

Mr Andy Tafileichig
Marine Biologist Mr David IdiP
Marine Resources Management Division Bureau of Natural Resources and Developmeat
PO Box 251 POBox 117
YAPFM96943 KOROR
Federated States of Micronesia Palau 96940

Tel.: (69I) 3502254 TeL: (G75) 4882487tI416
Fax: (69I) 360 4113 Far (675) 488 1725

Mr Phillip Roooey Mr Michael Guilbeaux
Division of Marine Resources Bureau of Natural Resources and Development

Marine Resources Division PO Box 11?

PO Box B, Kolonia KOROR
POI{NPEI 96941 Palau 96940
Federated States ofMicronesia Tel.: (675) 488248711475

Tel.: (691) 3202736 Far (675) 488 1?26

Fax: (691) 320 599?
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Papua New Guinea

Mr Rai Vui
Wildlife O6cer
Department of Environment and Conservation
PO Box 6601
BOROKO
Papua New Guinea

Tel.: (675) 254882
Far (675) 271044

Solomon lslands

Mr Moses Biliki
Ministry of Forestry, Environment and Conservation
Environment Conservation Division
PO Box G24
HONIARA, Solomon Islands

Tel.: (677) 2r52r
Fax: (677)21246

Tonga

Mr Asipeli Palali
Marine Consewation Officer
Ministry of Iands,Survey and Natural Regources
PO Box 5
NULU'ALOF{ Tonga

Tel.: (676) 23611
Fax: (676) 23216

Tokelau

Mrs Suia Pelasio
Environmental Adviser
Office of Tokelau Affairs
PO Box 865
APIA. Western Samoa

Tel.: (685) 20822120823
Fax: (685) 21761

United States of America

Dr George Balazs
Zoologist and Iaader
Marine Turtle Research Programme
National Marine Fisheries Service
Honoulu l,aboratory
2570 Dole Street
HONOLITLU. Hawaii s6822-2396
United States of America

Tel.: (1-808) 943 r24O
Fax: (l-808) 943 1290

Western Samoa

Dr David Butler
Biodiversity Adviser
Department ofLands, Surveys and Environment
Private Mail Bag
APIA, Western Samoa

Tel.: (685) 26681
Fax: (685) 213?6

Dr Tony Robinson
Resource Management Of6cer
Department ofLande, Surveys and Environment
Private Mail Bag
APIA, Western Samoa

Tel.: (686) 26681
Far (685) 21376

Mr Cedric Schuster
Environment Ofrcer
Departhent ofLands, Surveys and Environment
Private Mail Bag
APIA, Western Samoa

Tel.: (685) 26681
Fax (685) 21376

Mr Savali Time
Senior Fisheries O6cer
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Fisheries Division
APIA, Western Samoa

Tel.: (685) 20369
Fax: (685) 24292

Mr Ueta Faasili
Chief Fisheries Officer
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Fisheries Division
APIA, Westprn Samoa

Tel.: (685) 20369
Far (685) 24292

Mr Patupatu Liuia
National Parks Officer
Department of Lands, Survey and Environmcint
Private Mail Bag
APIA, Western Samoa

Tel.: (685) 26689

Tradewind Productions

Mr Hans Andersen
Producer, Tradewind Communications Ltd
PO Box 5761
AUCKLAND, New Zealand

Tel.: (649) 520 4022
Fax: (649) 5202295

WWF South Pacific Programme

Mr Peter Hunnam
WWF South Pacific Programme
GPO Box 528
SYDNEY 2OO1

NSW Australia
Fax: (612) 2522252
Tel.: (612) 247 6300

SPREP Secretariat

South Pacific Regional Environment Programme
PO Box 240
APIA, West€rn Samoa

Tel: (685) 2r 929
Fax: (685) 20 231

Mr Don Stewart Deputy Director

Muliagatele Ioesefatu Reti SPBCP Programme Manager

Ms Sue Miller

Mr Gary Spiller

Ms Lucille Apis

Dr Andrew Smith

Mr Wes Ward

Mrs Faatupu Poihega

Ms Ruta Tupua

Mr Talanoa Tuala

Biodiversity (Species) Officer

Biodiversity (Conservation) OIficer

.Asst. Coastal Management Officer

Coastal Management Officer

Information and Publications Officer

Secretary - SPBCP

Divisional Assistant - SPBCP

Driver
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Annex 3: Meeting Agenda

Thursday 4 August

8:45 - 9:15am 1.

2.

9:45 - 12:00am 3.

4.

o.

6.

7.

8.

1:15 - 3:00pm L
3:15 - 5:00pm 10.

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

g.

h.

Friday 5 August

08:30 - 10:00am

10:30 - 1l:30am

11:30 - 12:30pm

1:45 - 3:00pm

3:15 - 5:00pm

Welcome

Opening by The Honourable Minister for Lande Survey and Environment,
Faasootauloa T. Pati

Election of a Chairperson

Meeting Objectives and Proceduree

Adoption of Agenda

Turtle Biolory and Researsh Update

Overview and update on RIVITCP activitiee (including databaee, meeting
resolutions and strategic Plan)

Brief review of turtle activitiee by country

Above eession continued.

1995 Year of the Sea Tb'rtle:

Planning diecussione:

Goals and Objectives

Communications

Management Issuee

Education

Legislation and Policy

Reeearch

Fund-raising and budget

Item 10 continued.

Item 10 continued.

Turtle video update and preeentation.

Item 10 continued and summarised into an Actian Plan fot 1995 Year of
the Sea Tb'rtle.

Other busineee.

Comrpletion and adoption of meeting report.

Cloee of meeting.

\
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Annex 4: Campaign Plan for 1gg5 year of the Sea Turfle

REGIONAL MARINE TT]RTLE CON SENVATION PROGRAITIME

CONTENTS

I Introduction

2. Key Messages and Audiences

3. SPREP's planned activities

Communication initiatives

Policy initiatives

Resource production

4. SPREP's Timeline

5. In-country activites

6- Things to keep in mind

7. Reporting, Monitoring and Evaluation

8. Summary

9. Campaign Resource Form

Attachments

l. SPREP Turtle Fact Sheet

2. Video Translation Kit
3. Tips on talking to the media.

4. How to write a press release.

5. RMTCP network contact list.

6. current examples of turtle computer artwork availabre f'rom spREp.

/

1995 YEAR OF THE SEA TURTLE

CAMPAIGN PLAN
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&' INTRODUCTION

In tgg3 the Regional Marine Turtle Conservation Programme @MTCP) resolved that 1995 be

designated the 'Year of the Sea Turtle' in the Pacific. This initiative arose from increasing concern at
decline in sea turtle populations in the region and has subsequently been supported by the SPREP

Intergovernmental Meeting, South Pacific Commission and the South Pacifrc Forum. In August 1994

RMTCP members met to plan for the 1995 Year of the Sea Turtle' in Apia, Western Samoa. Ttris

document outlines SPREP's planned activities and forme a campaign planning kit for RMTCP

members. This campaign is largely an awareness exercise and po[cy implementation initiative, and

is part of a larger nUtCp programme that includes ongoing policy, survey, monitoring and research

*ork. The RMTCP is one of SPREP'g Regional Species Programs and is currently funded by the

Global Environment Facility, CITES and the Canadian Government.

The RMTCP's ouerall goa.l is to conserue rnarine turtles and their cultural, ecotwrni,c and nutritiotwl
ualues for coastal people of the courttries serued by SPREP'

1995 Year of the Sea Turtle - Campaign Goals

To communicate the urgent need to conserve the Pacific's sea turtles.

SPREP's role: rs to help coordhwte and facilitate the 1995 Year of the Seo Tt'rtle by arcessing

necessary resources and.-support to in-country actiuities and by undertakin'g a nunber of reginn'al

irr.itiatiues in support of this catnpaigtt'.

Key SPREP Contocts

EMTCP Coord'inator

Informotion Officer

Giso Salesa-[Jesele Ed.ucotion Officer

SPBCP monoger

Divisionol Assistont

Sue Miller
WesWord

Joe Reti

Ruta Tupua

RMTCP members role: currently 15 countries are octiue rnembers of the RMTCP (An'erika Sarnoo,

Austro.lia, Cook Island,s, Fed,eratid Stottt of Micronesia, Fiji, Guam, Kiribati, Niue, Polau, Papua

New Gui,nea, Solomon Islanrd.s, Tonga, Tokelou, USA, Western Samoa). SPREP is ertcouraging

RMTCP nembers to prod.uce camjaigrt. plans for the Year of the Sea Tlt'rtle which will be

complernented. by SPREP's regional ia,ipaign actiuities anrd resource production. SPREP is auailable

lo ossist the d.euelopment of nitional canpaign activities and to prouid'e some funding towards these.

-nEtffz. KEY MESSAGES AND AUDIENCES

CAMPAIGN SLOGAN

LET OUR TURTLE FEUILY LIW!
,l,et our turtle family live' is the agreed campaign slogan for the' 1995 Year of the $ea Turtle' This

will be used regionally by SPREP and also in RMTCP members nalonal campaigne. However,

RMTCP members may *ish to develop local slogans for use in their countries actMties. Local

language translations of the Campaign Slogan and Key Messages afe requested- from each

participating country - please see Response Form (Item +).

13
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In drafting material for education and awareness work the following Key Messages should be used..

r SEA TURTLES ABE UNDER THREAT!
r TOO ll{ANY TURTLES ARE BEING KILLED.
r TURTLESBREED VERYSLOWLY. IT TAKES MORE THAN 20 YEARS FOR

TURTLE MOTHERS TO HAVE BABIES.
r YOUB ISI,AND'S TURTLES ARE UNIQUE, oNcE THEY ARE GONE
O OTIIER TURTLES WILL NOT COME TO YOUR ISLAND'S NESTING BEACHES.
. SA\TE TURTLES FOR OUR CHILDREN - KILL FEWER, OR NONE AT ALL.
and for targeted audiences
r DON'T BLIY /SELL TURTLE SOLMMRS.
o REPORT TAGGED TURTLES.

Note that in the fourth key message there has been a suggested change of wording to avoid
ambiguity. Original wording was Tour ieland's turtles are unique, once thly are killed they d.on't
come back".

Key Aud.iencee

In planning canpaign activites careful consideration of how to reach Key Audiences (adults, children,
women's groups' youth groups and religious groups, frshermen, village chiefs, villages, church
leadere, politicians, government officiale, administrators and legislators, teachers, schools and
education system, touriste, tourism industry, airlines, store owners, media, consumers and sellers,
NGOs) ehould be made.

#r. SPRE P's Pr,aNr.roo Acrrvtrrgs

Communication initiatives
Resource production

Policy initiatives

COMMUNICATION IMTIATI/ES: KEy SCHEDULED EVENTS
i) Compoign Launch 6 March 1995

Regional Iaunch scheduled for I March 1995. It is proposed that as the Year of the Turtle was
endorsed by the Forun, Heads of Government should annource the campaign in as many countries
as possible. This can be coordinated by Prime Minister's Departments, SPREP Focal Points based on
information from national RMTCP members and SpREp.

ACTION: HEADS OF GOWRNMENT TO ANNOUNCE CAMPNGN
SPREP will also put out a regional media release on l/3/95 to announce the campaign. This media
release will focus on the threat to turtle resources, highlight the import"n"" ,rrd key goals and
messages of the campaign and launch the campaign artwork. The campaign poster and sticker is
based on artwork received during the Regional Children's Turtle a"t Conpetition and is thus
newsworthy in its own right and provides useful anchor for the launch.

The media pack for the campaign launch will contain; media release, any Head.s of Government press
statements on the Year of the Sea Turtle, 1995 Year of the Sea Turtle fact sheet, A4 copy of turtle
poster, RMTCP contact list for the Year of the sea Turtle for media.

Media packs will be sent out at least I week prior to the campaign launch, by cogrier and mail to
media, RMTCP network, Heads of Government and Conservation Departmunl Offi."* and SpREp
Focal Points.

ACTION: SPREP REGIONAL PRESS RELEASE & CAMPAIGN MEDIA PACK
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I11 addition SPREP will send out, by fax, on 2 March a PROCI,AMA:IION to all regional
organizations and NGOs and key organizations within and outside the SPREP region that will
announce the Year of the Sea Turtle. This will call on these agencies to support this campaign.

RMTCP rtetrrbers please note tltat this regional lawtch of the campaign' does not preuent natiottol
Ia.unches either belore or after th.is launch. Howeuer, it is seen as highly desirable that notional
Heod,s of Gouentment participate irt the regional launch as the Forum endorsed this campoign. AII
RMTCP metnbers wUl be copied any correspondence sent to their Na'tional SPREP Focal Poirtts of
Heads of Govenr.netr,t.

ii) Turtle Video and TV Cornrnunity Ad'uertisernent 5 April 1995

Regional Launch of the turtle video is scheduled for 5 April. SPREP will put out a media release

announcing the importance and availability of this video and summarize the known TV airinge
throughoui 1g95. The launch of the video will hopefully reach TV news stations that can take

"*."rf1g 
for a news story on 3 April. SPREP will liaise directly with TV stations and RMTCP

-"*b"." in order to obtain the best airing coverage of the video and TV Community advertisement..
The latter is produced in order to obtain wider coverage of the campaiglr and is to be aired free of
charge by TV stations as part of their community services.

Through response to this campaign plan RMTCP members can order the number of video copies that
they need for the campaign. These will sent out as soon aa orders are received.

ACTION: MEDIA ANNOUNCEMENT OF WDEO Art/rD REGION'S TV STATIONS TO
ANNOUNCE AND SHOW VIDEO & TV N).

iii) Turtle Rap song and musie uid.eo 3 May l'996

In association with Tradewinds and Shane Rivers (musician) SPREP ie producing a turtle rap song

and music video. This will be launched on 3 May with a regional press releaee focused on radio and

TV stations in the region. SPREP will eend directly to TV and radioe the music video and tape and

copies will be sent to all RJ\4TCP members well before release of the song. Launch will take place in
either Western Samoa or New Zealand as the composer/preformer is a Samoan New Zealander. It is
hoped that the song will prove popular and aired on radio and TV throughout the region ' even

nithtclubs maybe! RMTCP members may wish to run a national turtle rap competition to support

this initiative.
ACTION: LAUNCH OF TURTLE RtP SONG AND WDEO

iu) Focus on Turtle Touriem Prpd'ucte June - August 1995

It is propoeed that during these three months that a real focus on pronoting turtle souvenirs not

made from turtles and a p'ush against the use of turtles for souvenir production be made. To thie end

a regional children's ""f "o-p"tition 
(open td all SPREP member nations) will be run along the

theme of 'Don't Sell Or Buy Our Turtlesi. A SPREP media release announcing the competition with
particular media focus in 

-Australia, 
NZ and USA to hishlight that it is illegal to brine in turtle

products will be made. Results from the competition will be used for a poster to highlight theee

l*".r"" for production in late 1995 or early 1996. Work ie also planned with tourien agencies, airports

and airlinee during this time to higililht thie iseue in in-flight videos, airline magazines, travel

information and airports.

ACTION:'Don't Sell Or Buy Aur Turtlee'REGIONAL ART COMPETITION AND
ASSOCIATED PNOMOTIONS

v) Turtle Sotettite Tranemitter Regionol Competition October 1996

(timing to be confrrmed)

SPREP is supporting work that will tag turtles in Kiribati with satellite transmitters. Based on the

successful experience in American Samoa a region wide competition will be run to guess where the

turtles go. This will be run in conjunction with George Balazs's work and the competition will be

open to all SPREP member nations. A media release and press work will be undertaken by SPREP

to support this work.

ACTIO N :'TT]RT LE TNAWL' COMPETITION & ASSOCIATED MED IA WORK
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ui) Turtle Touriem November 1995

Media and press work dealing with the potential for turtle tourism will be carried out in conjunction
with the start to the main turtle breeding season. Work in this area will be based on a proposed
consultancy which will look at existing turtle tourism operations and the potential for these
initiativee in the region.

ACTION: TURTLE TOIIRISM &EPORT & ASSOCIATED MEDIAWORK
uii) Compoign Wrop-up December 19gE

Media work highlighting the work and success of the sampaign both regionally and nationally will be
released in the first week of December. It will alno contain an outlook for the future of turtles and
outline work urgently needed in the region. It will also (hopefully) announce a Sea Turtle Week or
Day designated throughout the region from 1996 onwarde. In this way an annual awareness focus at
the national and regional level can oocur each year.

ACTION: MEDIA CAT,TPNGN WRAP-IJP & DESIGNATION OF SEA TURTLE DAY/WEEK

viii) SPREP Communieation Vehiclee thrnughout 1995

SPREP has a number of vehicles or mechaniems euitable for getting the turtle conservation message
across. These are briefly outlined below:

. SPREP'g Enuirpnment Newsletter

The first 1995 ieeue of the Environrnent Newsletter will feature ttre Year of the Sea T\,rtle as will
a wrap up feature on the campaign in the last newsletter issue for 1995. Smaller update or more
focused issue-baeed artides will be included as opportunity permits.

. SPREP's CASOLinlc newsletter
The CASOLtnk newaletter is a new SPREP publication communicating news and events
associated with projects in supported by the South Pacific Biodiversity Conservation Programme.
The first 1995 issue profrles the Year of the Sea Turtle. Updates and a wrap up feature at the
end of the year will also be made. Turtle work in SPBCP Conservation Areas and issues and
opportunities related to turtles e.g. tourism will be reported on in this newsletter.

r SPREP letterhed, faxes and circulars
It is planned that the campaign sticker artwork be ecanned in computer format for use on SPEEP
letterhead,s, farcs, circulars etc to be used by SPREP staff. Feasibility of engraving a stamp with
thie artwork will aleo be looked at for use on envelopes. The computer scanned artwork and
stamp (if feasible and funding allows) will be available to RMTCP members.

. Display at SPREP Office

Thanks to entries fron the regional children's art competition SPREP now has an amazing
resource of turtle pictures. During the year SPREP receives many visitors to its offrces, a display
of the poster and selected artwork in the reception area will be set up in time for the campaign
launch. Displays are also planned in bank offrces in Apia in conjunction with the Western
Samoan Department of Environment and Conservation.

ir) SPREP Ed,ucation and Community Deuelopment Progromme

SPREP'e Education OfEcer Gisa Salesa-Usele and Community Development Offrcer Henry Merto
plan a series of Teachers and Community Workshops throughout 1995. A module on turtle
conservation will be included in each workshop. Tentative scheduling of workshops are; February
(Solomon Islands), March/April (Vanuatu, West€rn Samoa), April (Fiji), June (Cook Islands), August
(Marshall Ielande), October (fuvalu), November FSM) , December (Palau). Please contact these
SPREP OfEcere for more details.
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x) Quorterly TV Turtle Neus Seruice

In association with Tradewinds SPREP plans to provide a quarterly turtle campaign news service for
TV stations in the region. All TV stations will be invited to participate by sending tapes with their
turtle news stories which will be compiled and sent out by Tradewinds for uee by TV statione
throughout the region. In this way news in Samoa can reach Fiji or Vanuatu TV for example. At the
moment there is very little of this between country TV newe exchange. The naterial provided could
be used for feature stores and general human interest stories on the campaign rather than being
t'hard news".

UN SCHEDULED ACTIVITIE S

The activites below will be undertaken as time and opportunity allowe throughout the year and are
targeted at specific kinds of media and/or audiences.

Airlines
Feature articles in airline magazines and in flight video progtams will be promoted and worked on

during the year. Key Airlines to target are Polynesian, Royal Tongan, Air Pacific, Air New Zealand,

Quantas, Air Nugini, Solomon Airlines, Vanuatu Air and services, including American Airlines, to
FSM, Guam and elsewhere in the region.

New spaper and Magazine Community Advertisement

Based on the poster and sticker artwork a nerpspaper/magazine advertisement will be prepared for
camera-ready copy distribution with a request for free of charge placement.

Newspaper and Magazine Feature Articles

Feature articles for newspaper and magazines will be prepared (with photos avrilable) on the
canpaign and specific issues such as new resulls of research etc. Aseistance from the turtle experts
(Limpus and Balazs) will be sought in the preparation of these features.

Turtle Research Scholarship

SPREP dill rnvestigate the potential for part funding or obtaining sponsorship funds for a graduate

research scholarship at the University of the South Pacific to study turtlee.

NGO and IGO publications

Many NGO3 have regular newsletter publications, SPREP will endeavour to get turtle issue coverage

in as many of these newsletters as possible. SPREP will also provide material to supporting inter-
gorru.*"nt agencies e.g. UNDP, UNEP, GEF to profrle the Year of the Sea Turtle in their
publications.

One World - Radio Australia

At least four turtle feature articles are planned to air on the One World radio programme which is
broadcast throughout the Pacific. One will profrle the campaign launch and the key issues, a wrap

up article at the close of the campaign will also be featured. At least two other issue specific articles
are planned e.g. on the satellite transmitter work.

Tagata pasifrka - TVNZ

This programme whiih deals with Pacific issues is broadcast widely in the region and has already
featured turtle conservation stores. Tangata pasifrka will be encouraged to participate in the

campaign by using video, rap song and featuring other newe stories. It is hoped that a epecid feature
programme can profrIe turtle work and the campaign during 1995'

I nternational Turtle Documentary

SPREP has begun discussions with NZ documentary makers on the production of a docunentary on

turtles for audiences in the Paci-fic but especially in Australia, NZ, America and Europe. It is hoped

to secure funding and begin production before the end of the campaign.

Children's Colouring Book

SPREP is currently looking at production of a childlen's turtle coloring book based on the work of the
Fagatele Marine Sanctuary's (Amerika Samoa) revision of the Center of Marine Conservation Turtle
Coloring Book. Funding is being sought for this project.
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Children's turtle video

Through George Balazs SPREP has access to a video on turtles aimed at children. It is planned, if
suitable, to copy this to broadcast tapes containing the music video and TV communitv
advertisement announcement.

Designation of Pacifrc Sea Turtle Day or Week

SPREP will investigate with the South Forum, SPREP member nations and other appropriate
agencies the possibility of a permanent designation of a week or day each year to highlight turtle
conservation issues. Ideally the timing of thie annual event should coincide with turtle nesting as
this is when turtles may feature highest in peoples minds and may also provide more photo media
opportunities with the 'beginning of new life'theme.

Turtle Stamps

SPREP will contact all countries in the region inviting them to produce or re-issue stamps featuring
the Pacific's sea turtlee in commemoration of the Year of the Sea Turtle. The turtle campaign
artwork will also be available for countries to use as stamp artwork free of charge.

T-shirts

Depending on final budgets a li",ited number of T-shirts featuring the campaign artwork is planned
to be produc,ed. These will be distributed to the RMICP network and members will be encouraged to
wear them fihen dealing with media or talking to groups on the Year of the Sea Turtle. A limited
number will also be available for presentation to individuals who significantly help the campaign.

Museums, Zoos, Visitor Information Bureaus, Environment Centers, Aquarium Displays

A information and resource package on the campaign will be sent to the above agencies and
institutions that cater to the public. Posters, stickers, Fact Sheets and the Turtle Video wiII be the
main material available. RMTCP members are requested to provide contact details of these
institutions to SPREP if they do not plan to send these materials directly to them as part of national
campaigns.

Turtle Taggin g Programrne

This is ongoing work as part of the wider RMTCP, however, information on the campaign will be
added to the package of material eent to those who report tagged turtles.

In-'country support

SPREP ie available to assist in-country campaign activities, depending on staff availability and cost.
The SPREP RI{TCP coordinator will endeavor to profi.le the campaign, particularly to media, during
all duty travel associated with this and other programme areas.

The policy initiative during the 1995 Year of the Sea Turtle will be work to implement Resolution 2
and 3 from the f993 RMTCP meeting. That is to focus on.

The Resolutions are:

f998 RMTCP Res.2. Countries of the regiort" be encouraged to ban intentatiottal trade ht,
turtles and turtle products.

1993 RMTCP Res.3. Countries of the regiott be encouraged to introduce a tnoratorium, or
where possible a permanent cessation., ort within-country comrnercial tranrcactiorts of turtles and
turtk products, allowing only cultural and /or subsistence takes.

SPREP's work on this iseue will be focused on in-country support and through establishment of a
working party as per Resolution L of the 1994 RMTCP meeting:

1994 RMTCP Res.l. SPREP estnblish a working party from SPREP tnetnbers, and inuite
porticipation frorn other appropri,o.te organrizations, including South Paeific Cammission anrd
Forum Fisheries Agency, to inuestigate suitable rnecha,nisrns to impletnent Recommendatiotts 1, 2
ond 3 of the 1993 RMTCP Meeting.

The working party will report to the RMTCP, SPREP IGM, SPC and the Forum in 1995 and 1996.

In this way it is hoped that substantial progress on implementing 1993 RMTCP Resolution 1 for 'an
immediate and substantial reduction in the numbers of turtles being killed throughout the region'
can be made.
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Other issues that will be worked on as time permits are: country accession to CITES, turtle bycatch
in fisheries and turtle tourism..

SPREP will produce the following campaign materials for in-country use and regional use. See the
for ordering these materials.

1995 Year of the Sea Tfu,rtle resources:

. Let Our Turtle Family Live:

Poster, Sticker, Fact Sheet, T shirt (to be confirmed), Turtle Rap Music / IV Community
Advertisement / Children's Turtle Video Compilation Video, Newspaper / Magazine
Advertisement.

Other resources auailable:

. Where have all the Turtles Gone Poster

r Report Tagged Turtles Poster

r Turtle Fact Sheets

o Turtle Computer Art - available on disc for use in Microsoft Word on IBM based computere.

#n. SPREP's 1995 TIMELINE

January 'Finalization of Campaign Plan and Distribution

February t Final printing/production of main campaign tesources

' Campaign Media pack distribut€d

' SPREP Teacher & Community Workshop - Solonon Islands

March tl March Campaign l,aunch

12 March - Turtle Conservation Proclamation

'SPREP Teacher & Conmunity Workehop'Vanuatu, W- Samoa

April ' 6 April Turtle Video Launch

* SPREP Teacher & Community Workshop' Fiji

May 13 May - Turtle Rap Song/Video Launch

June * 'Don't Buy or Sell Our Turtles' initiative begins

' SPREP Teacher & Community Workshop - Cook Islands

July

August ' SPREP Teacher & Community Workahop'Marshall Islan&

September

October r Turtle Satellite Tranemitter Competition begins

' SPREP Teacher & Cor.nmunity Workshop - Tuvalu

November t Opportunities for Turtle Tourisn

* SPREP Teacher & Communif Workehop - FSM

December ' Campaign Wrap Up

i SPREP Teacher & Community Workshop -Palau

Please note otiX scfteduled. actiuities haue been itr.cluded in tlw aboue timeline- See fuIl list of actiuities unfur SPREP'I
Co r n nunimt io n I nitiatiue s.
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#'. IN-COUNTRY ACTTVITIES

During the fourth RMTCP meeting in Apia in August Lgg4 a number of possible activities and
initiatives for in-country campaign work to support the Year of the Sea Turtle. These have been
lieted below to assist countries in planning their work for 1995. SPREP is happy to offer further
assietance to the development of national campaign activities where requrred. Note that the list
below ie additional to activitiee and resourcee provided e.g. videos, posters and stickers etc that have
been outlined above.

media work
radio, TV, newspaper, magazinee interviews

children's co'nFetitions

speech, eong (rap), poetry, story, national slogans, poster

village and/or market theatre
local meetings, preeentations and talks with key audiences including

chiefs, village elders, women, church groups, schools, fishermen etc..

designation of a national turtle day or week

billboards

displays in offices, schools, markets, churches, banks, shops

national workshops focused on revival of traditional cultural knowledge to conserve
turtlee

In order to further assist countries there are a number of Attachments to this document including
"fipe on fallrisg to the Media" and "How to Write a Press Release',.

#.. THINGS TO I{EEP IN MIND

The campaign is primarily a communications exercise and with limited resources it is important to
keep activities focused, simple and aimed at targeting the desired audience.

Local languages shbuld be used as much as possible. local culture e.g. legends and traditional
practices reeulting in lees turtle resource use should be promoted.

In each in-country activity key working partners within and outside government need to be
identified. NGOs have a key role to play in the campaign.

Ongoing research and monitoring activities should be incorporated into the awareness campaign.
For example, media releases on tagging, surveys, satellite transmitter work. Local people shoddle
involved in any work in their area and the results of the work should be communicated back to them.
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#t. RE''RTING.M'NIT'RINGANDE'ALUATI.N

SPREP will keep a log of feedback and response to all initiatives undertaken in the campaigrr.
RMTCP members are requested to provide regular updates to SPREP to enable the SPREP reporting
serve to operate efficiently.

RMTCP members will receive end of month reports on campaign activitiee and a profrle of the coming

months activities. This is to accommodate and enable RI\{TCP member response to changes in event
scheduling and the addition to any new initiatives and opportunities that may arise.

A final campaign report will be produced for RMTCP members by March 1994. This will cover both
reflonal and national campaign activities. RMTCP members are requested to provids sqmpaign
reports by end ofJanuary 1996.

It is proposed that the frfth RMTCP meeting take place March/April 1996 to evaluate the campaign*
and irogress within the Regional Marine Turtle Conservation Programme and to plan, in context of
the agreed strategy 1996/7 RMTCP work.

&r. 
''MMARY

The Lggb Year of the Sea Turtle is a region wide coneervation awarenees campaign aimgd sl
communicating the urgent need to conserve the Pacific'e turtle resources. A number of scheduled key

events and other ."tir.iti"r have been outlined above to support the L995 Year of the Sea Turtle.
SPREP weleomes new ideas for support both for regional and in-country activities.

SPREP has produced a number of resources, including videos, fact eheets, posters and stickers, which

are available for in-country and regional use and can be ordered by fi'Iting out the SPREP ie

available to assist the development of in-countrl campaign activities and has some funde to support
these. proposals for specifrc activities shoulil be forwarded to SPREP as soon ae possible-

SPREP looks forward to working with RMTCP members, turtle scientiets, NGOs and other interested
parties in the 1995 Year of the Sea Turtle'
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