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T 1 

c i t a d  i n  ~ o h a n n e s  1 9 8 6 )  stat ids t h a t  the t . j r r l e  was sac..-?. 
i n  Sapoa, and no fisherman could r s t a i n  it f o r  his 'uwn p r i v a t a  c r  c2311 
use w i t h o u t ~ t h e  g e m i s s i c n  of t k e  l o c a l  c h i e f .  An offender woulc! ba 
punished e i t h e r  by a heavy f i n e  cf f a c d s * ~ f f s  o r  by banishment frcn zke.  
v i l l a g e  f o r  a s h o r t  time. I I 

. Sea t u r t l e s  have always been consiglered a food de l i cacy ,  and t h e  she',: 
of t h e  hawksbill. was c f t e n  made i n t a  jewelle,ry, ccmbs and f i s h i n g  hccka 
T o r t o i s e s h e l l  was a l s o  used i n  t h e  head p i ece  worn by a p r inces s  durlzq 
h p o r t a n t  dance ceremonies. 'Sn f o l k l o r e ,  s e a  t u r t l e s  a r e  believe<. t c .  
have t h e  power t o  save f i s h e r s e a  who a r e  l o s t  a t  sea by bringing tke-, z: 
t h e  shore  (Tuato'o-aaztley, Morrel l  & Craig I n  P r s s s ) .  

CSOK ISLANDS - - - -  - 
- Williamson (1933) describes t h a t  i n  man:; a r e a s  of Pclynesia  t h e  Y;lr=l 

is a s a c r e d  an i aa l ,  and when f e ~ ~ d  skcc ld  be taken  t o  L'e h=aC c t ieZ ,  
scme c a s e s  it was resar2ed a s  a s i n  a s a i n s t  t h e  sods  i f  tSis wzs ncz 
dcne. - -_ 

, -. vW";z 
, Thomosor, (1910) s t a t e s  t h a t  in t!!e Lau I s l ands ,  t-le is a delictc-; 

-' ' se-rved. on ly  a t  i s p o r t a ~ t  feslsts  f c r  h igh  ranking persons,  am2 is 
ccnsidered the  mcst ch i e f ly  fccd.  The head of tke V e l e  w t s  f o n e r l y  

I given on ly  t o  t 3 e  ch i e f ,  but i n  acc3rCancs wit& Tcngan c ~ s t 3 m ,  t2s =z=k 
I is ez t en  ins tead zn& t k e  p r i e s t  r ece ives  the heac. 

- .  . 
I 

I n  Lau, Lye sea t??.e is  p ro t sc t ed  by s ~ e c i a l  r ~ l e s .  P e - ~ F S S ~ C R  t~ =LIT. 

I f o r  t u r t l e s  must. be -ante6 by C,e mastsr  f i s h e m a n  of  t S e  ckiaEs' SL-~',' 
I (Thcmpson 1 9 4 0 ) .  

Anon. (1971; c i t e d  i n  ~ u i n e a  1 9 9 2 )  de sc r ibes  the legend of * r c l e  
c a l l i n g ,  which is scill passac! on from father t o  son among Lbe Fij-z:  
people of Kadavu. The s t o r j  is set i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  of Namuana, vCee 2 
pr incess  l ived.  She was t h e  wife  of t h e  v i l l a g e  c h i e f ,  and they  had 2 
daughter. One day when Lie women'were f i s h i n g ,  t!iey went fur thae  CL: 
than  u s u a l  and d i d  n o t  n o t i c e  t!!e canoe f i l l e d  w i t h  f i s h e m e n  
approaching then. The f i s h e m e n  se i zed  t h e  women, ignor ing their c r i e s ,  
bound their hands and f e e t  w i t h  v ines ,  tossed  them i n t o  the hold of t ke  
canoe and set of f  home. The gods of the sea were kind,  however, and sccr  
a g r e a t  storm a r o s e  and t h e  canoe was tossed  about by L!e huse waves. As 
the canoe was foundering i n  t h e  sea, t h e  f i shernen  wexe su rp r i s ed  t s  s s e  
tha t  the women had suddenly changed i n t o  t u r t l e s  and t o  save L!eir cuz 
li{es, the m e n  threw them i n t o  t h e  sea .  A s  they s l i pped  over t!e sits c2 
t h e  canoe, the  weatller changed and t h e r e  were no more waves. The 
fishermen returned home and t h e  women remained a s  t u r t l e s ,  l i v i n g  or, t h e  
waters of t h e  bay. I t  is t h e i r  descendants today who rise when t!!e 
maidens of t h e i r  own v i l l a g e  s i n g  t o  them from Lhe c l i f f s .  When Lhe 
women from Namuana v i l l a g e  assemble on t h e  rocks  above the water and 
s ing  a melodious chant, t h e  g i a n t  tur t les  rise t o  lie on t h e  sur face  iz 
order t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  s t r ange  chanting.  
Guinea (1991) s t a t e s  t h a t  on t h e  i s l a n d  of Koro it is t h e  men who c a l l  
t h e  tur t les .  . . 



- 
cram tu f l l a r  ara considered a pr ized food t o  t h e  native poopla 
Branah polynaaia ,  I n  ancient times t u r t l e s  wore held N s a a ~ d  

-qodan and were only eaten by kings, prbsCf l  and W a e  ( t m p l e )  ka 
;cons of t u r t l e s  were assoc ia ted  with roya l ty ,  t h e  supernatural  a 
af terworld.  Petroglyghs of t u r t l e #  a s  eacrqd symbols Jere canted 
c e r t a i n  boulders  and limestone s l a b s  incorporated into0tho mrae. 
intsr,ior of Bora Bora a boulder known as noLai honu" ( t u r t l e  stone 
conta ins  many petroglyphs,  and is b e l h v e d  t o  be the parent  02 the 
i s l a n d  and its c h i e f s  ( B a l a z s , ' ~ i u  & Landrst  I n  Press). 

I 

Parsons (1962) s t a t e s  t h a t  a t  Pukapuka i n  t h e  Tuamto ~ r o u p ;  t h e  t 
. of a t c r t l e  c a l l s  f o r  a publ ic  f e a s t ,  ?or by i s l and  law it is the 

property oC eve~zyone. 
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Matthews (1982) s t a t e s  t h a t  only roya l ty  can k i l l  t u r t l e s ,  and the 
of t h e  i s l a n d  must g ive  pe-nnission f o r  hunting t o  occur, o r  those  
involved w i l l  be punished. 

T rad i t iona l  laws a r e  s t i l l  enforced i n  t h e  FSM. Smith ( ~ 9 9 1 ) - - & s ~  
t h e  laws passed by t h e  c h i e f s  af Lamotrek, Satawal, Elatof-Puluwat.  
P ~ l u s u k ,  Tamatam and Pulap i n  1986. -- 
Z i l e r s  (1336; c i t e Z - i n  Lessa 1983)  s t a t e s  'chat when m e n h e r s  of th 
~&urrg SuBsee -wed i t ion  v i s i t e d  Ngulu a t o l l  i n  1909 they found 
a l ~ l o u g h  *ere w e r e  many t u r t l e s ,  Lie eggs of a l l  tur t le  species  
meat of t h e  "genuinen (green?) turtle w e r e  no t  t o  be eaten,  and 
tzr t le  ca tch ing  was =orbidden a t  c e r t a i n  t imes.-This  may have be 
=a f a c t  t h a t  chelonians a r e  regarded a s  totems of descent gro  
xccoy ( ~ 9 7 4 )  s t a t e s  an exmple  from Satawzl, where two c l ans  have 
-.,& ,,,,es 1 z s  ~c=erns,  and members  of Lkese c l a n s  a s  well a s  t h e i r  spo 
kave t o  03se3e s s e c i a l  tabacs  i n  addition t o  those of islans-wide 
app l i ca t i cn .  One such taboo forb ids  any pregnant womzn o r  her spou 
ea? tnztles. 

'"--s (1935; cicsc! in Lessa 1 9 5 3 )  s t aces  c h a t  turtles a r e  a l s o  ----- 
zssoc ia ted  wi-A gotis. One example is  i n  the Sonsorol Is iands,  wher 
is s a i d  Lkat a god s tands i n  +be sea and watches over h i s  sisters, 
Z~L- t les ,  and he desceiids from heaven a s  soon a s  he sees  one. Anoth 
902, h i s  sister, is  a tuvtle -at f o m e r l y  l i v e d - i n  a house, bu t  sb- 
desol ished =.he Suilding;. and her  &ather chased 'her  i n t o  *he water . 
she remains. She comes ashore only t o  l a y  eggs. 4 
S a f e r t  ( 1 4 1 9 ;  c i t e d  i n  Lessa 1983) a l s o  descr ibes  *chat i n  Kosrae 
t w t l e  was t l e  animal of Nosunsap, t h e  g r e a t e s t  c e l e s t i a l  de i ty ,  an 
t u r t l e s  t h a t  had been causht i n  t h e  Nefa l i l  d i s t r i c t  were f i r s t  
t o  a c e r t a i n  t r e e ,  and wefe f i n a l l y  taken t o  t l e  god's taboo place.  
c u l t  of t h i s  god had e igh t  p r i e s t s ,  and f o r  them the t u r t l e  was t a b  
It is a l s o  Selieved t h a t  green t u r t l e s  w e r e  singed on t h e i r  back w i  
Foconut leaves  i n  order  t o  chase away t h e  s p i r i t s  of f i sh ing .  

Falalop has  a s p e c i a l  ob l iga t ion  t o  d e l i v e r  green t u r t l e s  t o  Mogmog 
long ago t n e  i s l and  of Losiep defeated Mogmog i n  a war. I n  order  t o  
r e t a l i a t e ,  the people of Mogmog decided t o  g ive  the king's daughter 
t he  chief  of Losiep. She exercised such high v i r t u e  and morali ty t h  
she pu t  he: husband t o  shame. He r e t a l i a t e d  aga ins t  h i s  enemies by 
overwhelming them with g i f t s  of t u r t l e s .  From t h a t  day on, he order  
that any t u r t l e s  caught by people under h i s  ju:isdiction must Sa i 



corisfgnrd t o  Mopcg (Lasaa 1903).  

In UIith1 thor8 i a  a camplax r i t u a l  associatad with the  k i t l i n g  of 
urt lea  and the d i ~ t r i h t i o n  of the  meat and eggs. This act f 8  ~ R W L Z U C  

e pol i t f ca i  system (Lessa 1983). 
0 

Leaea (1983) rtatae that the people from P a l a l c p  a=* t h e  ma'= e z r t l a  
ca tchezs ,  and when the:? ha rves t  t u r t l e s  on t h o s e  i s l z n d s  ( L o a i q ,  3 1 ~ ,  
EuLubuL; Gielap, I a r )  the:/ assemble them on t h e  beacf: before  sendizc  
them t o  Mogmog by canoe. During t h e  voyage a danck c a l l e d  t h e  hamat:: 
is p e r i o m e d  by t h e  men t o  t h e  accornpanisent of scngs,  while t h e  w a e :  ' 

behind a t  t h e  beach a l s o  Oanca i n d  s i n g  t h e  hamat.9. W.en t S e  cances 
, reach Mocpog t h e  men drag the  t u r t l e s  up t o  a p l o t  of l and  c a l l e d  t:la 

Rolong, t h e  most hallowed s p o t  i n  t h e  a t o l l .  Here, t h e  k ing  (frm tk= 
Lanathakx l ineage)  k i l l s  t k e  t u r t l e s  one by one, clubbing them or. t k e  
head w i t 5  a s t i c k  from t h e  Pemphis ac idu la  t r e e .  i3efore t h e  killin5,.-,:-: 
k ing  apologises  t o  t h e  god Icngolag f o r  what he is about t o  do,' aAc 
hopes t h a t  t h e  s p i r i t  w i l l  no t  p u i s h  him. The secant2 highess;- rankizg 
chief on t h e  a t o l l  (from t k e  L a m i  l ineage)  a l s o  addresses  a prayer  -,= 
Iongolap. Af te r  t h e  clubbing, a man chosen by t h e  king from h i s  ow. 
l i n e a g e  slits t h e  t.kroat of e a c h - t d r t l e  and p u l l s  c u t  t h e  i n t e s t i c e s .  
The r e p t i l e s  a r e  then hauled back t o  L!e nearby beach and r S s t e d .  2s.; 
a r e  t h e n  taken back t c  t h e  Rolong. The meat is  then  Ciszr ikuted,  - - 

( beqinninq with t h e  pres+nta+ion of t h e  head of t h e  first es-tle t o  --- ---= 
king,  which is rezoved. by a man cf t h e  k inq ' s  Lineaqe. Een frcm K:e 
Lamath&% l ineaqe  5eg in  t o  c=e out  meat on cne s l d e  of tke. t.;--Lla, 
w h i l e  men from the U n r u i  l i neaqe  camcete a g a i z s t  t!!ea by cmk9 c z  =,:-. 
o t h e r  s i d e  of thZ ' tu r t l e .  The meat ad egqs be longins  t o  t h e  t-do lizzt~~. 
a r e  p laced  in f c u r  recep tac les .  The f r o n t  f l i p g e r s  == given t o  tke 
peogle of  t h e  i s l a n d s  of Fz i s ,  N q l u ,  Woleai ar,d Yap. The hizd f i i ;~ers  
go t o  a ~ a r t i c u l e r  UliL&iaz l ineage .  As c o m ~ e n s a t i c n  f o r  catching 2-2 
d e l i v e r i n g  t!!e t e l e s ,  t h e  men from Falalop Ire s lven  e-al ~ c e i z z s  c: 
mect ar.2 eqgs. A aora  formt l  g i f t  is qiven t o  t = e  c h i a f s  or' C-e t-ic 
h iqkes t  rarL%ing l i neases  c r  FaLaloc, which c o n s i s t s  of the bLccc c: = - 2  

t t lr t le,  L5e caraFace ex?  scme of t h e  f o r e f i i p c e r s .  

HcCoy (1974)  s t a t g s  that o r e  of o l d e s t  t a k c c s  decrzed was +>at zc 
*&lo- could be 'k i l l sc !  cn Satawal. A 1 1  k~r t l es  cauqhc on W e s t  Fay2 hzt  . t o  be s laughtsre t i  on L?e i s l and  and t h e  mect brought t3 Satawal. A 1 1  
meat adher ing t o  l a r g e  bones had t o  be taken t o  Sa t ava l  uncooked. CKcz 
t h e  canoes reached Satawal, t!e e d i b l e  meat was divided among the C'. people. Af t e r  t!e t-=tle had been ea ten ,  a man c o l l e c t s d  mud an2 lea-;ss 
frcm the t a r o  patch,  p l ac i zg  t h e m  w i t h  a t a r o  leaf in t h e  mitidle of zke 
path.  No-one, a f te r  consming t u r t l e ,  could walk i n t o  L!e wocds o r  i.-. 
t!!e d i r e c t i o n  of t h e - t a r o  patch wit!out f i r s t  s t spg ing  on t!!e mud. Z c s s  

L 

men who helped p u l l  t h e  cacoes onto Lye beach could n o t  walk i n t o  IL,a 
t a r o  pa t ch  without first s t t p p i n g  i n t o  t h e  baske t  containing L!e t a z s  
patch mud. 

Hawksbill t u r t l e s  a r e  a l s o  s igh ted  around Satawal ,  bu t  were considero-6 
sacred  t o  t h e  people on Satawal i n  p re -Chr i s t i an  days ,  and weze n c t  
d i s t u r b e d  eitlher on t h e  beach o r  i n  t h e  water .  The s h e l l  provided naz? 
i tems f o r  t h e  pecple such a s  f i s h i n g  hooks and coxnhs. A 1 1  s h e l l  was C?cs I procured from o t h e r  i s lands .  Occasionally people  from a t h e r  i s l a n d s  
would ha rves t  hawksSil1 on Satawal, but  they were requi red  t o  bu i id  a 
small house on t h e  beac!! away from t h e  o the r  houses cn  t 5 e  i s l and ,  az2 I they  were required t o  ca r ry  ou t  t h e i r  ope ra t ions  o u t  of n i ~ h t  of l o c a l  
i n h a b i t a n t s  (XcCoy 1974). 

I Tobln e t  a l .  (1917) i nd i ca t e  t h a t  t h e r e  ware no r p e c i a l  r egu la t ions  cr 



- taboo' rasorvlng harv-tin r i g h t s  i n  chuuk. Cartdin part. of t ha  ta 
would bo o f fe red  to t h e  ch 4 e f  on whore i r l a n d  or root  a turtle war 
captured, mi8 t rad i tLona1  o f f e r i n g  cona i r t ed  of tha head, co*in 

p t r i p a  of f l o r h  fzon t h e  b o l l y  and t h e  rexual parts. 

I n  Yap, r i g h t s  t o  t u r t l e  depended upon ownership of *f ihhlng ground', 
u sua l ly  by high-ranking e s t a t e s  (tabinaw) . Various r i g h t s  were held 
v a r i o p ~  e s t a t e s ;  f o r  example a fisherman f i n d i n g  a ' t u r t l e  i n  his 
weir was obl iged  t o  wesent it t o  t h e  owner of sea t u r t l e s .  It is a 
believed t h a t  burning t h e  s h e l l  02 t h e  hawksbi l l  t u r t l e  causes l e p r  
( ~ o b i n  et al. 1957) .  , 

. On IZaluk t u r t l e s  a r e  r e s e n e d  Leor.the ranking Xovalu c l a n 8 t o  whose 
chic? belongs t h e  preroga t ive  of butchering and d i s t r i b u t i n g  t ~ , - t l e  
(Tabin et a l .  1957) . 

Tobin et a l .  (1957) s t a t e s  t h a t  i?l Ponape t u r t l e  meat was a f a v o ~ i  
food t o  o f f e r  t h e  Nanwarki (highest  ranking individuals  on the is 
The ~anmwarki  and o t h e r  people of high rank haO t h e  r i g h t  t o  conf i  
a tm le  o r  i ts eggs from a fishemIan who had not  offered i t f g  th 
person neg lec t ing  t h i s  custom may be ex i l ed ,  have h i s  hotrse burned 
forced t o  make prolonged atonement f e a s t s  t o  t h e  Nanmwarki,-or eve 
k i l l e d .  -- 
B i j i k a t a  (1941 ;  ~ i c e d  i n  Zokannes 1986) i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a t  Satawal 
i s l and ,  people wke-even touched green = l e s  which were caught a t  
i s l a n d  w e r e  confined f o r  a spec i f i ed  time t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  and t h e  
seashore.  Tots ,  knives, bzskets and d i shes  which had touched t h e  t 
ve re  a l s o  ca joo  and had t o  be ?laced where people would not  come i 
contac t  with  them. Green t 'zt les caught a t  oyher is lands w e r e  no t  , 

subjecc t o  e e s e  taboos a s  long a s  t h e y  we== brought back t o  Satawal 
a l ive .  T5e  r^ishe,-;?en were no= p e - ~ L t t e d  t a  "shed blood i n  'he sean .  
G e e n  t u r c l e  is zaboo t o  preq.ant  women, women who had given bi* 2 
years bef a r e ,  an2 babies  (~~ztil t ! ! e y  cauld walk) . BFjikata (1941; c i  
in Zchaniles 1986)  also s t a c t s  ',Flat pecple cztchiilg t c r z l e s  on 3 ike lo  
and West ?aytl.offc- a ?=aye= t o  t!!e god of t h e  is lznd.  

GOAY 
No inf  o r s a r i c n  is avai lab le .  

According t o  t!!e Gilbeztese  version of c r e a t i o n  (Sabatiez 1977, ci te 
Onorio 1979),  "Te Tabakean t h e  c u r t l e  w z s  t h e  a n c e s t ~ r  and t h e  f i r s t  
beings i n  connection with  Sanaba. Tabakea was buried beneath Banaba 
during L!e c r e a t i o n ,  hence t h e  general  hump shape of Lhe island.  

Tur t l e s  a r e  considered a s  one of t!!a totem c rea tu res  worshipped by 
groups "Teborauea and TabakeaIt. No member of a s ib l ing  may e a t  the 
c,-eacure worshiped. The,crea=ure is  held t o  be f l e sh  of h i s  f l e sh .  
a l s o  avoided by pregnant women, nsrsing mothers and adu l t s  a t  t i m e  0 
%a=, a s  it is  supgcsed t o  cause cowardice on account of i ts  crawling 
hab i t  (Onorlo 1979). 

iiedley (1397; c i t e d  i n  Zann 1935) s t a t e d  t h a t  on Arorae i s land  a r t1  
could only be eazen by p r i e s t s .  Grimble ( 1 9 3 3 ;  c i t e d  i n  Zann 1985) 
s t a t e d  =hat  t u r t l a s  were regarded a s  cowardly animals i n  t h e  c i l b e r t  
I s l ands  and were the re fo re  neverbenten i n  times 02 war and c r i s i s .  T 



ware alro taboo to prtgnant: wolnan, l e s t  t h e i r  cowardly wayr atfact: tho 
unbmn chf 16. 

1 (1933; cl tad i n  Z a x  1981) lists many proh ib i t i ons  of t3e ;- 
, , i=ibati  per ta in ing  t o  clan totems, Tsrtles weze, i n  scme cases ,  c:az 
t o t m s ,  and no cZnn member may eat its t o t a n .  It is albo usual f=r a 22: 
n o t  t o  eat h i s  mother's and wife ' s  t o t a n s .  'A man/e t o t =  is belfsved -,: 
be f lgeh of h i s  f l e s h ,  and t o  e a t  it would be a type of i n c e s t .  12 
ea tan ,  it is be'ieved t R a t - t h e  s p i r i t  of t h e  aaimal w L l l  r e t u r n  acd 
s t r a n g l e  the man c h i l e  he is s leeping.  Curing ge r f cds  d warfar= and 0.' 
persona l  s t r i f e  a man d i d  n c t  e a t  t u r t l e .  Pregnant wcnen could a l s c  zc: 
eat t u r t l e  because it was bel ieved  t h a r  t 3 e  c h i l d  vould crawl like a 

. t u r t l e  and be cowardly. 

LL 18L3510L)G . , 

The o r i g i n a l  i nhab i t an t s  had many t r a d i t i o n s  and taboos asscc ia ted 'v l t : ?  
t!?e c a p t c r e  of t u r t l e s  and the  c c l l e c t i o n  of eggs, which had the,e,Pr'ec, 
of l i m i t i n g  the harvest. Many of t h e  taboos have disappeared as a r a s z l z  
of s o c i a l  d e v e l o p e n t s  (Johannes 198 6 )  . - 
A turt le legene descrFSFng w k y  t h e r e  z r a  t u z t l e s  a t  Bikar i s - Z e s z l t s ~  - - by Tgbin (Undatad); llX ycur.g g i r L  named Nezejowe l i v e d  cn  Egciz At=:: L-. 
t h e  G i l b e r t  I s lands  wi th  h e r  ~ z r e n t s .  C r e  l a y  befcze he r  paren-s l e f z  
the house, her nothe=-put o c t  t h e  m a t s  t o  sm and a i r .  S h e - t o l e  Nezle:cxo 
t o  watch them s o  t!%t they  woulc not  t e  ru ined  by r a i n .  A f t e r  he r  
pa ren t s  l e f t ,  Ne~ejowe f e l l  as lee? ,  an6 whi le  she  s l e p t  t!e r a i n  r~iz=< 
the m a t s .  Naejowe's  pa ren t s  r z t t m e C  ane h e r  mother was v e r i  a~gyz a= 
Lie s igh t  of h e r  ruined m a t s .  She u t t z r e d  a c u r s e ,  and t!!e Cauchter Isfz 
t h e  house and s a t  on a sane  seFt ar,e cried. H e r  v a n h o t h e r ,  Lijakzkz 
a g ~ e a r e d  i n  t h e  shape of a s e a  tw-le, and asked what kxs b x o ~ c .  
Nernejowe t o l d  he r ,  and tben becaae a s s=b i rd ,  a d  f lew away ahcve 
Lijzbaka.  They Lvavelled t o  sevezzl  a z z l l s  and sattlsd on BC:czr, ickic2 
is tfie reason f c r  t h e  l a r g e  n-ez of t ~ r t l s s  on a i k a r  Atoll.I1 

Tcbh et a l .  (145'7) Cescribe hcw t i e  kz-=vest of  t z z t l e s  i n  t're Xarskzll 
I s l a n e s  u sua l ly  taok p l ace  on s a e c i a l  i s l a n d s  w i t h  t!e ckief  o ~ e n i z c  =:s 
season.  S ty l i s eC  anC e l a b o r a t e  r i t x a l s  were connected w i t ?  these firs= 

L 

food s a t h e r i n g  *edit ions of L!e year ,  where both turtles and Lieir 
eggs w e r e  talken. Upon a r r i v i n q  a t  t!e i s l a n d  t!!e c h i e f  w a s  t!!e r ' k s t  
perscn t o  s t e p  ashore,  followeC by t i e  o t h e r  m e r n b e r s  of L!e tri?. 
Everyone assembled on t?e beac! b ~ f o r e  proceeding i n  and c u t  a l e a 5  cf 
coconut frond.  The peopls  waLLed i n  s i n g l e  f i l e ,  ' fol lowing the chis:, 
s t epp ing  i n  t h e  f o o t p r i n t s  of the person i n  f r o n t ,  s o  t h a t  only one s a t  
of f o o t p r i n t s  wculd appear. The wcmen he ld  mats ove r  t h e i r  heads whiLt 
on t ? e  i s l a n d  so they  could only s e e  t h e  ground w e l l  enough t o  gat!!= 
eggs and o the r  items. S t r i c t  s i l ence  was observed. Often medicine xas  
made by the chief  frcm the l eaves  of a sinall r a r e  p l a n t ,  and was Cr*~--c 
by everyone t o  prevent  a n a l  bleeding and d i a r rhoea  which may r e s u l t  fr=- 
an Uaccustomed meal of t u r t l e  and b i rd  eggs. A f t e r  t h e  eggs were 
ga thered ,  t h e  group assembled i n  a s p e c i a l  p l ace ,  and the o!ieZ threw 
four  eggs i n  eac!  d i r e c t i o n  a s  an o f f e r ing .  These m s a c r i f i c F a l  eggs" 
were t h e n  co l l ec t ed  and ea ten  by t h e  leader  of  t h e  pa r ty .  The rsmainizq 
eggs were Lien divided up and eaten by t h e  o t h e r s .  

liuw 
No i n f o r n a t i o n  is avnf l ab l e .  



2uluumm 
T u r t l a a  war. t r a d i t i o n a l l y  used as food i n  wedding ceremonier,  
Loyalty I s l a n d r ,  ruler governed t h o  c a p t u r ~  o f  turtles and t h o  

p i s t r i b u t i o n  of t u r t l e  meat. Any t u r t l e s  t a k e n  had t o  be  brought b 

tur t les  were taken ( P r i t c h a ~ d  1987) . I #  

. ,. 
.;he Grand Chat of t h e  t r i b e  t h a t  owns t h e  i s l a n d s  o r  near where t h e  

1 
p r i t c b a r d  (1981) states t h a t  on L i fou  I s l a n d  on ly  t h e  ch ie f  can eat- 
t u r t l e  meat, al though he  can a u t h o r i s e  m r t a f n  c l a n s  t o  e a t  t h e  me= 
about once  a year .  

bfLUe 
No i n i o m a t i o n  is ava i l ab l e .  

NORTEERN Y X I A N A  ISLAXIIS 
F r i t z  (1904)  de sc r i be s  how t u r t l e s  a r e  c a p t u r e d  by hand, and ' fem=les  8 
sometimes t i e d  u;> t o  l u r e  o t h e r  t u r t l e s .  The animal is s tabbed and 
blood i s  drunk d i r e c t l y  from t h e  wound. The t u r t l e  is then  p u t  on 
Sack i n  a  d i t c h  and a f i r e  lit ocef it u n t i l  the meat is cookea. The 
broth  accumulates  i n  t h e  s h e l l - a n d  is drunk. - - 

P m u  - - --_ 
One of t h e  most populzr  c a rv ings  on Palauan s to ryboards  is the Ngem 
legend of t h e  t ~ z l e  egg-laying c y c l e .  N g e m e l i s  I s l and  was a 
ref ige  f o r  t u r t l e s  whose shel ls  and meat w e r e  p r i z e d  c o l l e c t i o n s  only. 
+he w e a l ~ l y  cou ld  a f fo rd .  When a young man frcm. P e l e l i u  and a young 
women from Koror arrznged a romant ic  rendezvous on i s l and ,  t h e y  
discovered t h a t  Lye eg5-laying c y c l e  cor respon6s  ta t h e  pnzses of the - 
scan (Anon. 1933) . 
Czrlos ( 1 9 9 2 )  s t e t e s  5 i zc  tl=tles a r e  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  a  k ing ly  food, b 
belcnging =a *e chiefs. Svery Ruz ( c h i e f l y  t 
cer -a in  part of  t h e  tu r t l e  meat. 'Xhen. a  tuvtl 
c l z i s e d  h i s  p a r t  of  the meat. T h e  c a t ch ing ,  s 

- - - 
.isle) was e n t i t l e d  to s 
e was s l augh te ree  each 
l zugh te r inq  and 

of a e a t  and eggs was c e r m o n i a l l y  done i n - t l he  pas t .  NOW-turtle meat is 
zn Lzi?ortant p ~ - t  of t!!e 2 i e t  i n  the o u t e r  i s l a n d s .  

Zokrxnes (1981) s t a t e s  'hat t h e  god on the i s l a n d  cf Ngeruz owned the 
Is lands '  t u r t l e s ,  and no t u r t l e s  cou ld  be caugh t -whi le  on the is lanc '  
no eggs cou ld  be  dug. In'some ot!!er a r e a s  Palauans  were n o t  meant t c  

u n t i l  it had reached t h e  wa te r  a f ter  n e s t i n g .  

I 
k i l l  a  n e s t i n g  t ~ ~ t l e  u n t i l  a f t a r  it had l a i d  s e v e r a l  ba tches  of eggs t 

ToSin et a l .  (1957) i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  any man was permit ted t o  hun t  19 
t u r t l e s  i n  Pa lau .  When a man k i l l e d  a t u r t l e  he  would t a k e  it t o  h i s  
house and c a l l  t h e  women members of  h i s  c l a n  to come and e a t  t h e  m e  911 The women would ga the r  and b r i n g  their own t a r o  and f e a s t  on the mea 
After  t h e  f e a s t  was over,  the women would t a k e  some meat home for t h d  
husbands and family .  On occas ion,  t u r t l e  meat was used i n  t r e a t i n g  a 
s i c k  person Sy datermining which s p i r i t  (C!elid) was causing t h e  

members of t h e  sick personsf  household would e a t  t he  turtle meat and 

II i l l n e s s .  .4 t u r t l e  would then be caught ,  k i l l e d  and Zaken t o  t h e  p l ace  
t h e  f o r e s t  where this s p i r i t  was known t o  dwel l .  A t  t h i s  p lace ,  

plead wi th  t h e  s p i r i t  t o  make t h e  s i c k  pe rson  w a l l .  the a 4 
Several  decades  ago n r e l i g i o n  c a l l e d  Nodakngei was s t a r t e d  I n  P a l a d  
One t h e  ceremonial  p r a c t l c a s  Sf - t h i s  group involved burning = u r t l  . ., .- , 



was'a local  raatziction obeemoc! on Airai,  whore a parson 
ad or captured a *artla on NgerCuais beach was obliged to taka =kl 

eat to tho house of the Ngar Xikalanq f n ~ i l y ,  as t h w ~  were the fanz:;, 
e gcd of Airaf (Tokin et: a:. 1997). I 

, , 

- jewelfery and utsnstls sucfi a s  "tolukH (a  a p e c l a l  #bow:) were 
fzom t o r t o l s o s h e l l .  

I 

* 

used i n  t h e  making of f i s h  hooks only i- t:- - - -  
was used i n  many placzs  f o r  personal 

jewel lery (Pernet ta  & H i l l  1981) . . r 

In Turu v i l l a g e ,  Manus P r ~ v i n c e ,  t h e r e  is a scrcng t r a d i t i o n a l  lirk 
between t h e  leatherback turt le anC t'do c l ans .  The peogle be l i eve  t,',at 
the 1eaLberback belongs t o  these  c l ans  an2 t h a t  it w i l l  no t  ret!rrii t,- 
n e s t  i f  t h i s  ownership is n o t  recc5nised.  Only inembers of t hese  c1ar.s K- can use  t h e  s t i c k  technique t o  p r d i c t  t h e  r e t u r n  of t b e  nes+g 

- females. When t h e  female r e t u r n s  it is k i l l e d  and each ~ 1 2 ~ 1  g e t s  halZ 
(Quuinn & Kojis 1985). - -- 

1 I n  many c o a s t a l  a reas , t .~- les  a r e  o r  w e r e  t z s d i t i o n a l l y  eaten in 

i f e a s t s ,  f o r  e x a p l b % r i d e  p r i c e  r e p a p e n t s ,  frmerals,  t h e  b u i l e i n ~  cf z 
nev canoe, the o s g i n g  of a new hacs b o i ,  and the b i r r  of a new ctl::. 
Feas t s  a r e  a l s o  held  f o r  non- t r td i t i cna l  cccasions  r e l a t i n g  t o  busi:rss 

. p o l i t i c a l  and r s l i s i o u s  a c t i v i t i e s .  hien t-&~les L-e rzcyuired f c r  z 

( f e a s t ,  t h e  chief  o r  leaCsz organises  t h e  hunntars and canoes t o  50 cc= 
r and c a t c h  then. Guests fzom o t h e r  v i l l a s e s  inus= k r in5  exchange p r e s a - r r  

such a s  saqo anC d c ~ s  t s e t h ,  zccor l inq  t 3  t h e  rider of t u r t l e s  vkic? 
a r e  provide2 ( S g r L i ~  1981)  . 
I n  most places  t h e  right t 3  f i s h  ce=aln r a e f s  and bezches is ccnLvcllt:  

I by individuals o r  c lans .  This s y s t a  r e l i e s  heavi ly  on traditional 
a u t h o r i t y  and t k p e c t  within Fae v i l l a g e  (S~rlnq 19813) .  

b 
Soc ia l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  wezs a l s o  placed upon those  involved with t'~-~lt I hunting.  Spring (1981) s t a t e s  t h a t  tmle  hunt==+ cannct s l eep  wi,C-- - t h e i r  wives dur ing the preparatory ~ e r i o d .  They must organise  aeiz 

. ' persona l  e f f e c t s  and d re s s  n e a t l y  and n o t  indulge. in any s o s s i p  o r  k; 

I thoushts ,  o r  pry i n t o  o ther  peoples be long in~s :  Si lence is usua l ly  
observed i n  t!!e hunt wiLh i n l y '  ae l eade r  g iv ing  orders.  I f  a man's r l 2 c  

, is pregnant,  he  cannot p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  hunt o r  go near t h e  hun t i z s  

( par ty .  There a r e  a l s o  many r e s t r i c t i o n s  placed upon t h e  huntersf  wives. 
For example, *ey cannot sweep o r  work u n t i l  t h e  men r e t a rn ;  they must 
s i t  down i n  t h e i r  houses and n o t  walk about,  and ch i ldren  cannot p lay  cz 

I make a no ise  u n t i l  t!!e hunt is over. 
- 

people o r  c lans  who bel ieve themselves r a l a t a d  t o  t u r t l e s  o r  those  cf 
the Seventh Day Adventist f a i t h  cannct eat  t u r t l e  meat. A l l  v i l l a ~ e ~ s  

) a r e  a l s o  prohibi ted from e a t i n g  t u r t l e  meat dur ing t h e  yam p l a n t i n s  - .> - season i n  t h e  East  sepik Province. I n  L!e Trobriand I s lands ,  i f  a  persc: 
has e a t e n  t u r t l e  meat, they cannot go near  t h e  yan gardens f c r  3 days c z  
e l s e  t h e  garden masic w i l l  be a f f ec t sd .  Magic men who have powers over 1 turtles do not sat r r i r t l r  meat f o r  f e a r  of l o s i n g  t h l r  magic posers  

I 
(Spring 1981). 

I s p r i n g  (1981) s t a t e s  that in t h e  p a s t  hawksbil l  s h e l l  was usad t o  make 



. . 
' .varyday ftma auch ar apoona and knivegt aa wall rr t r a d ~ t ~ o n ; ~ ~  
such aa boltr,  bracalrta, oarringr, lfmaatfckr and bridapricr it - A -  - - & 

pring ( 1980 )  dorcribrr tho traditional mothoda of catching t u e l .  
c p e c f a l  net, lloao valona, waa often ured, and eortain r i tua l s  
nccomganied tho use of th ie ,net ;  t h e  owner of tho net 'could not r l  
with h i s  wife  f o r  one yea r  before  t h e  hunt,: ' ne i ther  could h e  speak 

with he r ;  before  t h e  hunt ,  t h e  owner of t h e  n e t  had to bathe  

ski* a f t e r  ba th ing  and l eave  it on u n t i l  t h e  n e t  had been brought: 
, t o  khe v i l l a g e ;  and when t h e  hunt wzs over ,  t h e  hunte rs  c a l l e d  ou t  

t h e  geople i n  t h e  v i l l a g e .  

-ere a r e  s e v e r a l  d i f z e r e n t  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on e a t i n g  t u r t l e  meatdepe- 
on t h e  v i l l a g e  (Spring 1 9 8 0 ) .  People o r  c l a n s  who'believe t h m e l v a  
r e l a t e d  t o  t u r t l e s  cannot eat tur t le  meat ( E a s t  Sepik, Trobriand' 4 
I s l ands ,  Manus Province).  It is p roh ib i t ed  f o r  a l l  v i l l a g e r s  t o  ea + 

t u r t l e  meat du r ing  t h e  yam p l a n t i n g  season i n  Eas t  Sepik. I n  t h e  
mobriands ,  i f  a person has  eater). tur t le  meat, he/she c a n n o t g o  ne 

t h a t  if a pregnant  woman e a t s  turtle meat s h e  w i l l  g ive  b i - to  a 

$r 
yam garden f o r  t h r e e  dzys. I n  Che Northern Province t h e  people bel ievE 

v ich  f l i p p e r s  i n s t ead  of ams and legs .  I n  the Arawe Province p r e  91$ 
vomen do n o t  eat ~ ~ I c s s i l l  meat as they  b e l i e v e  it w i l l  decrease  thek 
c k i l d  beazing abili-Ly. The ?eople of K u i  V i l l a g e  i n  the Morobe Prov 
do not  e a t  l e a t h m a c k  meat a s  they  b e l i e v e  it w i l l  wezken their 
endur=ce i n  such th in~s  a s  cl imbing mountains o r  h i l l s  o r  doing bar 
vork. I n  Bai V i l l age ,  MoroSe Province t h e  animals (pigs ,  dogs) 
stapped from e a t i ~ g  any of t!!e t u z z l e  a s  &the people b e l i e v e  

9 
-,ie animals e a t  Ve~le, when t h e  t i n e  comes they  w i l l  go a d  have 
l l r r e r s  i n  bush away from t!!e v i l l a g e ,  and s o  a l l  t h e  bones and 
_=;r-:le s c r aps  a r e  c a r e f u l l y  bvrnt. 

Thsro a r s  a n7&er of naq iz  men vho b e l i e v e  t h a t  they possess powers 
cver t u r t l e s .  These men do n o t  e a t  t a r t le  meat a s  they Se l i eve  they 
l o s e  their magic powers i f  t hey  do. I n  Tur i iu  Vi l lage  'he magic pow h 
=an be pessed from person t o  person, but  once someone has  the knowledg 

I .  hs czn no longer  e a t  turtle meat. If  he  does ,  h i s  arms and l e g s  w i l "  
s v e l l  up and s o r e s  w i l l  er 'qt  on h i s  body. When tu=r=les are needed 
masic man c a t s  a s p e c i a l  v lne  which con ta ins  a masit  f o r  turtles an 

s ing  h s  ? u t s  t h e  v i n e  awzy andt3en  works another  sing-sing &<ring 

!! 
=lakes a s ing-s iag  t o  t!e v ine  on' t h e  Seach. When-he f i n i s h e s  3is 

the t ~ r t l e s  come up ou t  of t h e .  water (Spring '1980) . 
. . ?ITCAIRN 

No information is ava i l ab l e .  

L e a 3  f S a u m a ~ i  (1989)  s t a t e  t h a t  most of t h e  customs o r  tabocs  
regarding t u r t l e s  a r e  no longer kept .  For people l i v i n g  i n  Poro it 
s t i l l  taboo t o  spear  t u r t l e s  o f f  Ramos I s l a n d .  Some a reas  spoke of 
taboos f o r  women t o  e a t  c e r t a i n  p a r t s  of t u r t l e s  and t h e r e  were som 
repor t s  of c u r t l e  c a l l i n g .  ?eople of t h e  Seventh Day Adventist  
w i l l  not  e a t  t u z t l e  meat. 

Vnughan (198:a) s t a t a s  t h a t  t u r t l e s  a r e  consumed a t  f e a s t s ,  and t h a t  
camnunal hunt ing p ~ r t i e s  a r e  organised when catching t u r t l e s .  - .  



vacghan (1981b) deecrffies the curtcm taboos a s  i01101~1( qn ioLiaa the= 
war8 l o c a l  lawa govrrning the number of t u r t l e 8  taken, buf ara no 1 ~ 3 ~ ~ :  
fn e f i a c t l  L Mbaniata it wag taboo t o  e a t  leatherback egg. except t ~ s s .  

?ken from a butchered f m a l a ;  in G h a c ~ m  a l l  egg. are checkad befcm 
,xcavating the nest and it tSay ars t c o  develcpsd they ara carefully 
rahrfac!; and ir: Lavalevz i< fs tabco t o  disturb hatchliags or keep =::e: 

a .  a s  pat8." 

In ~ b i n ~ a t a  leatherback eggs wero t o t a l l y  pro tec ted  by v i l l a g e  elCars 
an&' only a few maturs LeatherSack t u r t l e s  cculd be k i l l e d  each year. 
k his t r a d i t i o n  d ied  cuc a l c ~ g  t i m e  ago. Other a reas  such a s  Xaliae cs~: 
t o  r e g u l a t e  t h e  t u r t l e  ca tch  but no L c ~ c j 3 ~  do. The peogla of LevaLeva 

.and Cboiseul p r o t a c t  ha tch l ings  ar.d w i l l  not  alLow childrer.  t o  k e e ~  =:-.er ' a s  p e t s  (Vaughan. 198la) . 
b i 

TOK35Au 
Marine t u r t l e s  i n  Tokelau a r e  c l a s s i f i s d  a s  "sacred f i sh" ,  and a ra  csr.e: 
c o l l e c t i v e l y  by t h e  e n t i r e  v i l l a s e  and cannot be taken f o r  petscnal  csz. 

I The turt le must be ceremcnially shared with everyone o r  they a r e  
! punished. A l l  eggs cc l l ec t ed  n u s t  be given t o  t h e  Council of Elders f=r 

d i s t r i b u t i o n  amcng t k e  v l l l a q e  (Ealass  1983).  - - 
I 

I 
certain por t ions  of t h e  tw-l%, such a s  t h e  head, vere  kapt'fcr t k e  - 
c h i e f ,  tct t h e r e  w e r r n c  c t k e r  r e s t r i c t i 0 r . s  rezarCizq Zis t r ibut ior .  cZ 
meat. Hcwever, s cme-~ecc l=  belcnging t o  t h e  Seventk Cay Adventist fa:=:-, 

1 do n o t  e a t  - i cr  meat f z r  r o l i q i c u s  reasons.  Scme r l -szr ic t ions  v e r s  
1 p laced cn the f i e e x e n ,  such a s  a mzn whcse wife was ?regnant ccu le  :cz 

joi-? i n  t h e  t.*le C m t ,  a s  it was bel ieved he vourd f r i g h t z s  awzy 5.2 
trt+"cl&s (Balazs 1933) . 

I 
I n  Tokelau everycce is allcwecl t o  e a t  t 7 C l e  i f  they wish, kuc cezsai: 

I 
poxions such a s  t i e  head werz r e se r red  f o r  t h e  chisZ. hien 2 t71LT=14 -as 
cap-ed, it w a s  c a r r i ed  t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  meetixg grsu6 f o r  cersncc la l  
prayers  c f  a a n k s  o f f e r s 2  to t i e  ~ c d  Tui Tckslzu. Tke tit-tle wcs Fa= z z  
d i sp lay  f o r  a l l  t o  view and wzs later k i l l s d  z2c cxz up by z spec ia l ly  

I appointed man who divide2 it anon9 t h e  pecgle (3a lazr  1 9 8 3 ) .  I 
L 

There a r e  seve ra l  ot ' ier b e l i e f s  regarding t x r t l e s ,  a s  descrike? by 

I Balazs (1983). Uneaten k r t l o  Ocne sc raps  from Lkte shr-2s receivsd t7: 
each family are usual ly  ti=awn i n t o  Lle ocean a s  it is believed t z  
atL-act t u r t l e s  t o  t 5 e  a t o l l .  Also; when a particular red slms2t kncb: 
a s  " h i l a  fonun is observed, it means t k a t  a t u z t l e  is l i k e l y  t 3  corns I ashore i n  t h e  evening.. 

I 

I 

Thcmpson ( 1 9 4 0 )  ind ica tes  t h a t  acccrding t o  T o ~ g a n  custom, t ! e  p r i e s=  

I r ece ives  t h e  head 02 the t u r t l e ,  and t l e  ch ief  rece ives  t h e  back. 
, 

<- 

=mu? I in p a s t  t imes t h e  f l a s h  of t h e  green t u r t l e  was tahco t a  everycne ex==;= 
kings and p r i e s t s .  Tur t l e s  were eaten only by men (Xedley 1996). 
T r a d i t i o n a l l y ,  t u r t l a s  a r e  an iinportant p a r t  of f a n i l y  funct icns  and I f e a s t s .  The head was reserved f o r  t h e  i s l and  c h i e f ,  but is ncW reSer.~sd 
f o r  t h e  Is land Pastor  (Keay L Semese 1993).  Zann (1985) s ta tes  t h a t  ca 
c e r t a i n  a t o l l s  t u r t l e  meat was prohibi ted t o  commoners because of its 1 r a r i t y .  - 



. - 
.T 

m mvalu turtles are taboo to' pregnant wmon (Griobl. 1933, c i ted  # 
Zann 1 9 8 5 )  

r -  
~u*les are traditionally "calledw in Vanuatu. With this practice, 

3 
pregnant women are not allowed near tho ared during the calls, Thes% 
calls,are made by families of the deceaaed to release or send the 
turtles to the sea surface (Vanuatu Environment Unit 1992). 

Dickii~son (1983) states that turtles are an important. custom on Tanna 
Island, as some families are believed to be descended from turtles. 
certain men may take turtles in taboo areas, and the cooking of tur 
is restricted to certain people. If turtle eggs are found on Tanna, 
"turtle manN must be told. 

WALLIBANDFUTUX'A 
No information is availaSle. 

- - t 
KZSTZRN SAMOA 
w L l e  meat is ea',en predominantly by village chiefs on special 
occzsions (Witzell & Bznner 1980j. 
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LEGISLATION REGARDING MARINE TURTLES IN TEE SPREP REGION 

Compiled by Suzie Geennans, SPREP - November 1993, updated January 1996 
by Sue Miller, SPREP. 

This Act specifies that marine turtle species and their eggs are 
protected. Eretmochelys imbricata is listed as Endangered, and is 
therefore totally protected, where as Chelonia mydas is listed only as 
Threatened. In some cases, C. mydas may be taken by residents for 
traditional use. Under the Act, the sale of all turtle products is 
prohibited. 

Tr-ind SD- 

This convention controls international trade in endangered species, 
their products and parts. Species threatened with extinction are listed 
in CITES Appendix 1 and are subject to strict trade regulation. All sea 
l.rtles are listed on Appendix 1. In November 1994 CITES adopted new 

guidelines for Marine Turtle Ranching, however, SPREPts current policy 
remains unchanged and Marine Turtle Ranching is not supported by SPREP. 

v 
American Samoa is covered by the US ratification of CITES. The US 
Endangered Species Act also applies. 

Rose Atoll was declared a Federal Wildlife Refuge in 1973. - 
The Cook Islands are not a party to CITES. There are no legislative 
controls on turtle exploitation (Groombridge & Luxmoore 1989). 

FIJI 
Fiji is not a party to CITES. 

Qisheries Act January 1942 
1 no person may harpoon a turtle unless the harpoon has at least one 

barb which projects no less than 3/8" (9.5mm) from the surface of 
the shaft, measured at right angles to the shaft 

Amended by Regulations 1966 
t turtle eggs may not be dug up, used or destroyed 
t no turtle with a shell length of less than 18" (457mrn) may be 

killed, taken or molested 
* no turtle may be killed, taken or molested during the months of 

January, February, November and December 
Fisheries Regulation 1978 Cag.158 Part V, gara 20 
t turtle eggs of any species are totally protected 
t it is prohibited to take or kill any turtle with shell length c18" 
t turtles may not be hunted or killed between November and February 
t it is prohibited to have in their possession, to sell or export any 

turtle shell clan in length 
Fisheries Regulation 1978 Cag.158 Part V, gara 23 
* turtle flesh may not be exported 
Fisheries Regulation Amendment 1991 Cag.158 Part V, para 23 
t turtle shell may not be exported unless the shell is worked into 



2 
jewellery or processed into a form approved by the Permanent 
Secretary for Primary Industries and Cooperatives 

Thompson (1940) states that the sea turtle was a chiefly animal in Lau, 
and permission to fish for turtles had to be granted by the master 
fisherman of the chiefs' party. 

In 1995 Fiji placed a ban on the commercial harvest and sale of all sea 
turtles for one year (March 1995 - March 1996). Ceremonial or 
traditional hanrest require permission from the Government of Fiji. The 
Government of Fiji is currently considering extending this ban. - 
Although French Polynesia is an Overseas Territory of France it is not 
included on the French acceptance of CITES. 

Deliberation No. 71-209, December 1971 
* prohibits the capture of sea turtles (Chelonia mydas) with shells 

of less than 65cm in length 
* prohibits the capture on land of turtles from 1 November to 31 

January 
* prohibits the capture at sea of turtles from 1 June to 31 January 
* prohibits the sale of sea turtles for commercial purposes 
* prohibits the collection of turtle eggs on land 
* the capture of sea turtles of all sizes may be permitted for 

purposes of scientific research 
* some turtles may be taken in accordance with quotas set by the 

Government 
* turtles must not be held longer than 10 days in containers which 

are not sheltered from the sun 
* during transportation turtles must be handled in a way which causes 

no unnecessary suffering and must in particular be shielded from 
the sun 

* the slaughter of turtles must be performed under the strictest 
hygienic conditions 

Scilly Atoll was declared a protected area in 1971, and the family 
living there is appointed to watch over it (Anon. 1979). 

S OF MI- 
The FSM is not a party to CITES. Up until 1986 the US Endangered Species 
Act applied to the Trust Territory, but special exemptions were made to 
allow ? subsistence take. 

F a  National Code (Title 23, Section 105) 
* no sea turtles shall be taken or killed while on shore, nor shall 

their eggs be taken 
* no hawksbill turtle shall be taken or killed except whose shell is 

at least 27" long; no green turtle shall be killed or taken unless 
the shell is at least 34" long 

* no turtles shall be taken or killed from 1 June - 31 Aug, or 1 Dec 
- 31 Jan 

* notwithstanding the above, the taking of sea turtles and their eggs 
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shall be allowed for scientific purposes when specifically 
authorised by the High Commissioner 

* violators face jail terms not exceeding 6 months, fines of not more 
than USS100, or both 

Chuuk State Code uses FSM's turtle laws in state controlled areas (Smith 
1992) . 

Kosrae State Code Section 13.523 is identical to the FSM turtle laws, 
except that there is no limit to the size of green turtles which may be 
taken, turtle eggs are not protected, and turtles on shore are not 
protected outside the designated times. 

Yap State Code (Title 18, section 1005) states that turtle meat and 
turtle eggs shall not be sold commercially by any wholesale or retail 
store licensed to do business in the State. 

raditional laws also occur in the FSM. Smith (1991) states that the 
taking of turtle eggs is completely banned on Lamotrek, Satawal and 
Elato islands including the small islets in the precinct. If someone 
disobeyed this policy, he had to give 300 fathoms of coconut fibre rope 
as punishment. If the violator was from Satawal, the fine went to either 
Lamotrek or Elato. If the person was from Lamotrek it went to the other 
two. The taking or transporting of turtles from any of these three 
islands by any means other than traditional canoe is prohibited. 

Matthews (1982) describes a time when the chief of Ulithi Atoll banned 
the use of the seas for three weeks after someone had killed and eaten a 
green turtle without the chief's permission. As well as the ocean being 
off-limits, the island people had to make 60 lava-lavas. This punishment 
was enforced because only royalty can kill green turtles. 

GUAM 
Guam is covered by the US ratification of CITES, and the US Endangered 
"~ecies Act is followed. 

The main turtle nesting area in Guam occurs within the US Naval 
Facility. This area can only be accessed if the person signs in and out 
of the facility, and they may be searched at any time by naval personnel 
(Micuda 1984b) . 

A marine turtle was taken in 1983, and a fine of $200 (US) was the 
punishment. This is the first federal prosecution, and to date is the 
highest fine yet paid on Guam for a turtle take (Micuda 1984a). 

KIRfBATI 
Kiribati is not a party to CITES. 

Wildlife Conservation Ordinance 1975 
* The taking of any wild turtle on land is prohibited except under 

licence 
* The taking of C. mydas is prohibited in some areas 
* The possession of turtles, their products or eggs which have been 

illegally acquired is prohibited 



- 
The Marshall Islands are not a party to CITES. Until November 1986, the 
US Endangered Species Act applied in the Marshall Islands. The islands 
now have their own legislation, modelled on the Trust Territory Code 
(Groombridge & Luxmoore 1989) . 

Marine Resources Act, Section 3 (Title 33, Chapter 1) 
* no sea turtles shall be taken or intentionally killed while on 

shore, nor shall their eggs be taken 

* no hawksbill turtle shall be taken or killed except whose shell is 
at least 27" when measured over the top of the carapace shell 
lengthwise; no green turtle shall be taken or killed except whose 
shel1.i~ at least 34" when measured over the top of the carapace 
shell lengthwise 

* no sea turtle of any size shall be taken or killed from 1 June - 31 
August inclusive, nor from 1 December - 31 January inclusive 

* notwithstanding any provisions of this section to the contrary, 
taking of sea turtles and their eggs shall be allowed for 
scientific purposes when specifically authorised by Cabinet 

Taongi and Bikar Islands were set aside in 1958 as preserved natural 
areas (Fosberg 1969). It is illegal to enter these islands for the 
purpose of taking turtles, and it is illegal to take or kill any turtle 
or molest the eggs on either of these islands without the permission of 
the High Commissioner of the Trust Territory. Anyone convicted of these 
violations will be subject to imprisonment of up to 12 months in jail or 
a fine of USS500 or both (White 1957). 

NAURU 
Nauru is not a party to CITES. There is no legislation specfically 
governing the harvest of marine turtles. - 
New Caledonia is an Overseas Territory of France and is included in its 
approval of CITES. 

Ordinance No.220, 1977 
t the capture of all species of turtle is prohibited from 1 November 

to 31 March, inclusive. This may be waived under special 
dispensation for the purposes of traditional feasts and ceremonies 

* collection of turtle eggs is totally prohibited. The sale of 
mounted turtles and turtle shells is prohibited (Amendment 1978) 

Deliberation No.17, 1985 
* prohibits the destruction of sea turtle nests and the removal, 

possession and sale of turtle eggs 
* prohibits the import, export, sale and purchase for commercial 

purposes of live or dead turtles and all turtle products. The 
collection of turtle eggs and export of turtle products may be 
permitted for the purposes of scientific research and conservation 

* the capture of all sea turtles is prohibited between 1 November and 
31 March except under special permits issued for traditional 



ceremonies 

HUE 
By its affiliation with New Zealand, Niue is a signatory to CITES. 

.The Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands are a signatory to 
CITES, and the US Endangered Species Act applies. 

There is a restricted season for taking green turtles. They may be 
caught from 1 September - 30 November, but a permit is required. The 
limit is one turtle per fisherman (Sablan 1985). 

PALAU 
Palau was a signatory to CITES under the Trust Territory of the Pacific 
Islands until 1994 when Palau became a Republic. The Republic of Palau 
' s  currently ot party to CITES. It is unclear whether the US Endangered 
2ecies Act still applies in Palau, with a clause regarding subsistence 
use for C h e l  onia mydas . 
* E. imbricata is totally protected, being listed as Endangered 
* C. mydas is listed as Threatened and may be taken by residents 

only, and "if such taking is customary, traditional and necessary 
for the sustenance of such resident and his immediate familyn 

* the sale of all turtle products is prohibited 

Trust Territory Code, Title 45, Section 2 
* the taking of E. imbricata of lengths less than 68.8 cm and of C. 

mydas of less than 86.4 cm is prohibited 
* taking of any turtles during the periods 1 June - 31 August and 1 

December - 31 January is prohibited 
* turtles may not be killed on shore, and their eggs may not be 

collected 

The Ngerukewid (Seventy) Islands is a protected marine reserve. No 
.rvest of turtles is allowed in this reserve. 

Traditional law was practised in some areas of Palau. Johannes (1981) 
states that the god on the island of Ngerur owned the islands1 turtles, 
and no turtles could be caught while on the island and no eggs could be 
dug. 

m G u m  (PNW 
PNG is a signatory to CITES. 

Fauna Protection and Control Act, 1966 
* Trade in the following sea turtles is regulated : C. caret ta ,  

C. depressa, C. mydas, E. imbricata, L. olivacea, D. coriacea 
* export of only restricted numbers is allowed and detailed reasons 

are needed for the export of more than four specimens 
* an export permit is required 

Fauna (Protection and Control) Act 1974 
* The e?cport of all wildlife whether dead or alive, parts or 
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products, requites an export permit issued by the Conservator of 
Fauna 

t Vertebrate wildlife may be exported only to approved institutions 
for legitimate scientific or zoological purposes 

Ranba, Crown Island and Long Island in Madang Province and Ndrolowa in 
Manus are Wildlife Management Areas. Vui (1993) states that the Labu- 
Tali and Maus-Buang areas were reserved as Turtle Project Areas in 1990. 

EfTCAIRN 
Pitcairn and Henderson Island are included in the UK ratification of 
CITES. 

Local Government Regulations Part 111, Plant and Animal Quarantine 
Amendment 1976 
t requires the issue of a permit for the import or export of all 

species listed on the CITES appendices 

Local ~ o v e k e n t  Regulations Part IV Amendment No. 2, 1982 
t no person may harass, hunt, kill or capture any sea turtle 

(Cheloniidae and D. coriacea) . Exceptions may be granted under 
permit for scientific purpose or traditional subsistence use - 

The Solomon Islands are not a party to CITES. 

Fisheries Regulations 1972 
t it is prohibited to export, or attempt to export, the shell of any 

turtle of less .than 60cm in carapace length 
* the taking of D. coriacea is completely prohibited without a permit 

by the Principal Fisheries Officer 

Fisheries (Amendment) Regulations 1977 
* it is prohibited to sell or expose for sale any turtle with a 

carapace length of less than 75cm 
* prohibited to take, destroy, possess, sell or expose for sale, buy 

or export eggs of D. coriacea except under a written permit 

The Arnavon Islands were declared a Wildlife Sanctuary in 1979, but this 
was abandoned in 1982 due to disputes regarding land ownership. The 
islands have never been permanently inhabited, due to the lack of fresh 
water available (Ramohia 1992). The Arnavon Islands Marine 
Conservation Area was declared in 1995 after extensive community 
consulrntion with the three resource users/owners (Kia, Posare, 
Whagena). Turtles may not be taken from the core area of the AMCA and 
Conservation Officers from the three villages regularly patrol the 
nesting sites and monitor nesting sites. 

TQKELm 
Tokelau is not a party to CITES. 

In Tokelau'the lafu system operates, where all types of fishing are 
banned in specific areas of the main reef. The decision to establish a 
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lafu is made by the Council of Elders (Toloa, Gillett & Pelasio 1993). 

The Council of Elders has placed a ban on the taking of turtle eggs at 
Atafu and Nukunonu atolls, and similar measures are being discussed on 
Fakaof o (Groombridge & Lumoore 1989) . 

TONGA 
Tonga is not a party to CITES. 

Law of Tonga, 1967 
* turtles and their eggs are fully protected from 1 December to 31 

January 
* turtle fences must be licensed and must be less than 450 feet 

(137m) in width and length, and have a mesh size of greater than 
1.5" (38mm) 

* the use of poison (other than 'laukava?l prepared locally by 
traditional methods) and dynamite is prohibited 

Birds and Fish Preservation Act No.24, 1974, Amended 1975 
* the capture of leatherback turtles is prohibited throughout the 

year 
* all other species of turtle may not be caught between 1 November 

and 31 January 

TWALlJ 
Tuvalu is not a party to CITES. 

Wildlife Conservation Cap.47, May 1975 
* capture of turtles on land is prohibited except under licence 
* possession of illegally acquired turtle or turtle egg is prohibited 

Fisheries Ordinance Cap.45, July 1978 
* enables closed seasons or closed fishing areas to be declared 
* fishing with explosives or poisons is prohibited 
A prohibits fishing by foreign vessels except under permit 

On the island of Nukulaelae the council placed a ban on capturing 
turtles, and those breaking this law will be penalised (Keay & Semese 
1993) . 

VANllATlJ 
Vanuatu is a signatory to CITES. 

Arrete Conjoint No 7, 1974 
* it is an offence to keep any turtle alive, out of the water for 

more than 72 hours, to sell or export any stuffed or preserved 
turtle, to dig up or collect turtle eggs, or to kill turtles while 
on land, or to sell any turtle or turtle egg, whether live or dead 

Fisheries Regulation 1983 
* it is an offence to disturb, take, have in possession, sell or buy 

any turtle eggs and also to interfere with any turtle nest 
* applies to all species 
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* the commercialisation of E. i m b r i c a t a  is prohibited i.e. offence to 

buy or sell any hawksbill or its shell 

Village bans on take of turtles e.g. Pele, Eutanlang, Ngnu (Efate) have 
been put in place for 10 years by village elders following awareness 
programs during the Year of the Sea Turtle. - 
Wallis and Futuna Islands are an Overseas Department of France, and are 
covered by the French acceptance of CITES. - 
Western Samoa is not a party to CITES. A draft of the new Fisheries 
Regulations that completely bans all forms of harvest of turtles is 
currently awaiting the Western Samoa Government's final approval and 
confirmation. 
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