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Meeting Report

Agenda ltem 1:

OfficialOpening

I. Tlu,Third Ordhnry Meeting of the Cotil.ract-
urg Portr,es to tlte Conuetr,tion on, Conseruation of
A'o/ra'e ilr the South Pacific (Apia Convention) was
convened in Apia, Western Samoa, on 5 October
1995. Representatives of the following Contracting
Parties attended: Australia, Fiji, France and West-
ern Samoa. Other SPREP Members represented were
Nern' Zealand. United States of America and
Vanuatu. Also in attendance were Observers from
the Food and Agricuiture Organization of the United
Nations GAO) and the United Nations Development
Programme (LINDP). A list of participants is at
Annex 1.

2. The representative of Fiji, Mr Epeli Nasome,
as outgoing Chair, called the Meeting to order and
introduced the Rev. Father Sione Uluilakeba who
led the Meeting in prayer.

3. In officially opening the meeting. the Hon.
Fa'aso'otauloa Pati, Minister of Lands, Surveys and
Bnvironment of the Government of Western Samoa,
welcomed delegates on behalf of his Government. He
stated that this regional Convention, which was the
first to demonstrate concern for the environment of
the region, had been signed in Apia in 1976, nine-
teen years ago. The Convention aimed to preserve
the region's natural ecosystems, scenery and other
areas of cultural and scientific value; it encouraged
traditional use of areas and species as well as en-
courag-ing exchange of information and training per-
sonnel. The Minister referred to the slow passage of
entry into force of the Convention, fourteen years
after its signing, and slow progress so far towards
implementing the Convention's obj ectives, despite
promised action by Parties pledged at the two previ-
ous Meetings.

4. The Minister drew delegates' attention to the
Secretariat's suggestions to facilitate progress with
implementation of the Convention and, ae the De-
pository for the Convention, Weetern Samoa urged
delegates to address these concerns in a concrete way
to remedy the present situation and ensure fulfil-
ment of the Convention's commendable objectives.
The text of the Minister's address is at Annex 2.

5. The representative of Australia, His Excel-
lency David Hegarty, thanked the Minister for his
opening address and expressed the beliefthat the
lack of progress to date in the implementation of the

Apia Convention was a concern for all Partiee. 'It
was his expectation that the deliberatione of this
Meeting would address the constraints to inplemen-
tation.

6. The Director of SPREP, DrViIiA Fuavao, in
his address highlight€d the need to criticaf,y consider
the progress of the Conventionto date. Some iseuee
he raised as requiring attention of the Parties in-
cluded the constraints to national reporting and the
lack of financial and human resources in the Secre-
tariat to administer the Convention effectively under
the current arrangements. He suggested that there
were three options that Parties could consider for the
future of the Apia Convention: leave it ae it is, revise
the Convention to make it broader in Bcgpe or merge
it with the SPREP Convention.

Agenda ltem 2:

Appointment of Ghair and
Vice-Chair

7 . The representative of Austral;a was appointed
as Chair and the representative of Western Samoa
as Vice-Chair.

Agenda ltem 3:

Adoption of Agenda and Working
Procedures

8. The Agenda was adopted and is atAnnex 3.
The working hours of the Meeting were agreed as
proposed by the Secretariat. The Meeting aleo agreed
thata Drafting Committee wouldbe eetablished, com-
prised of a representative from each Party to the Con-
vention present at thie Meeting.

Agenda ltem 4:

Recommendations regarding
Amendments to the Convenffon

9. The Dhector of SPREP introduced tbe recom-
mendatione regarding any Fmendmente to the Con-
vention, insluding the question ofthe Secretariat of



tbe Convention underArticle VIII. These recommen-
dationsinduded:
. ar amendment to Article MII recognising the

newly independent SPREP as the Secretariat
to the Apia Convention; and

' the establishment of a small unit within
SPREP responsible for functions for regional
environment Conventions.

10. The Parties discussed in detail the establish'
ment of a small unit within SPREP that would be

reeponeible for Secretariat functions of the Apia,
SPREP and Waigani Conventions. It was noted that
under the Secretariat proposal, contributions by Par'
tiee to the Apia Convention would cover one'third of
the coets of a unit. It was reconfirmed that SPREP
Members should not be expected to pay for the costs

of Conventions to which they are not Parties'

11. The Meeting agreed there was a need to invig-
orate theApia Convention, thatthe notion of a small
Conventione unit within the Secretariat was attrac-
tive, but needed to be considered alongside the budg-
etary implications for Parties and also in the light of
consideration of this issue by Parties to the SPREP
Convention.

Agenda ltem 5:

Consideration of RePort bY the
Secretariat under Rule 11 of the
Rules of Procedure

t2. Rule ll ofthe Rules of Procedure requires the
Secretariat to report on the work undertaken or
achieved as part of the SPREP Action Plan, relating
to the Convention since the laet Ordinary Meeting
and ontaining proposals for the Action Plan and other
activitiee to be undertaken in the forthcoming
bientium.

13. the Direcdor introduced Working Paper 3AC/
WP.6 whichprovided anAssesement of the State of
the Environm'ent and Infomation eubmitted by the
Partiee, induding reports by tlre Governments ofAus-
{3nlia and Weatern Samoa. He aleo thanked the del-

egate from France for hie countr5/'s report on territo-
ries under France's jurisdiction.

14. The delegate ofAuetralia expreesed his appre'
ciation to the Secretariat for the amount of work put
inio tltg production of the report. He expressed his
dclsgation'a eupport for the recommendations con'

trinsd in the report except the recommendation re-

lating to environmental impact assessntetrt (1.'1.2.

dot point 3) which he felt was too vague for endotst'-
ment. He pointed to the fact that there rvele diff'er-
ent levels of EIA and suggested that formal EIA shotLld

only be made compulsory for major developmenl ilc-
tivities which have adverse environmental impacts.
The delegate of Australia also commented that his
governmentwas facfitating the empowerment of tra-
ditional owners in the joint management of national
parks and natural resources.

15. The meeting adopted the recomtnendations in
the report.

Agenda ltem 6:

Other ltems in relation to the Con-
vention considered appropriate by
the Contracting Parties

16. There rvere no additional items raised by Con-
tracting Parties.

Agenda ltem 7:

Proposed Guidelines for
Standardised Format for
National RePorts

17. The Second Meeting of the Contracting Par'
ties called for a standardised format for national re'
ports by Parties when providing information truder
obligations in Articles I I (2) and V(2). The Secre tariat
circulated proposed reporting guidelines prior to the
Meeting and invited delegates to consider and endorse

these guidelines.

18. Delegates accepted the grridelines in principle,
but agreed to a less detailed format focusing on Mem-
bers'obligations under the Conventionwhich are con-

tained in Part 2 of the Guidelines.

Agenda ltem 8:

Audited Financial Statements for
1993 and 1994

19. The Meeting adopted the audited Financial
Statements for 1993 and 1994 as tabled by the Secre-

tariat.



Agenda ltem 9:

Consideration and Adoption of
Budget for the Fourth Ordinary
Meeting of the Contracting Parties
in 1997

2(). The Secretarrat presented a biennial Budget
rvhrch rncorporated cosls fol the Fourth Ordinary
Nleeting as rvell as the shared costs of a unit within
SI'REP to administer three Conventions - Apia,
SI'REP rrnd Waigani.

11. Delegates adopted the Budget as it related to
costs for convening the Fourth Meeting of the Par-
Ires and deferred. until after the SPREP Convention
I\'leeting, the question of shared costs of a unitwithin
SPREP to administer three Conventions.

Agenda ltem 10:

Other Business

22. There was no otherbusiness.

Agenda ltem 11:

Date and Venue of Next Meeting

23. The Chailman recommended thatthe Fourth
Ordinary Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the
Apia Convention be held in 1997 at the same time
and venue as the Tenth SPREP Meeting. This was
agreed to by the Meetrng.

24. The Chairman also noted that SPREP would
convene a Mirusterial Meeting in 1996 to adopt a re-
vrsion to the SPREP Action PIan and that thie might
be a good opportunity for Parties to the Apia Conven-

tion to meet in Special Seseion at Plenipotentiary level
to consider an amendment mechaninm to, and the
Secretariat for, the Convention.

Agenda ltem 12:

Adoption of Report

25. The Meeting adopted the report.

Agenda ltem 13:

Close

26. The delegate ofAustralia expreesed the senti-
ment of other delegatee in giving thanks to the Sec-
retariat for its exc€llent work in convening the Meet-
ing, including the high quality of Working Papers.
Parties to the Convention were urged to use their
best endeavours to ensure that the Convention
achieved its objectivee.
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Annex 2: Opening Address by Hon. Fa'aso'otauloa Pati,
Minister of Lands, Surveys and Environment,
Government of Western Samoa

Mr Chairman

Distin guished Representatives of Contracting

Parties

Distinguished Observers

Ladies and Gentlemen

On behalf of the Government of Western Samoa, it
is a great honour for me to welcome you this morn-
ing to the Thfud Ordinary Meeting of the Contract-
ing Parties to the Convention on Conservation of Na-
ture in the South Pacific, more commonly known by
its short title of the Apia Convention.

This was the first regional convention to demonstrate
concern for the environment. It was signed here in
Apia 19 years ago in order to encourage the estab-
lishment of protected areas. It aims to preserve our
natural ecosystems, scenery and other areas ofhis-
toric, cultural or scientific value. It encourages the
traditional use ofareas and species along with coop-
eration in promoting the Convention's objectives,
such as exchanging and training personnel, exchang-
ing information and managing protected areas and
species.

The Convention took fourteen years to enter into af-
ter its sigmng in 1976. This is the Third Meeting of
the Contracting Parties in the five years since then,
not counting a special meetirrg ilr 1992 rvhieh failed
to raise a quonrm.

As you will have noticed from the Secretariat'e re-
port before you, it cannot be said that these Meet-
ings have achieved much, if anything, in the way of
progrese towards implementing the Convention's
objectives.

At the two previous Meetings, Parties undertook to
initiate a broad range of activities aimed at strength-
ening the implementation of the Convention s objec-
tives as well as promising action to meet their obli-
gations under the Convention.

We are now gathered for the third time, atconsider-
able expenee and effort I might add, withlittle hav-
ing been achieved despite the best intentions ofthe
lasttwo Meetings.

lt must now be time to aek ourselves whether it is
worth continuing to meet like thie.

My government notes that the Secretariat has made

some suggestions to deal with this situation, among
them being a proposal to set up a small unit within
SPREP to undertake jointly the Secretariat frrnctions
of three Conventions, including this one, on a cost-
shared basis. Perhaps this is a step in the right di-
rection - I leave that for your deliberations today
along with other issues raised by your Secretariat.

But rn any event, as minister responsible for the en-
vironment in my country, and as the representative
of the Depository government, I urge all of you here
this morning to address these concerns in a concrete
way that will ensure that the present situation is
remedied.

What is at stake is the very future of a Convention
designed to put our region at the forefront ofpro-
tected areas establishment and management. Ae
things stand, it is not achieving the commendable
objectives which our predecessors worked so hard to
enunciate for us nearly 20 years ago.

Distinguished representatives, oboervere, ladies and
gentlemen, my government places great significance
on the location of SPREPs Headquarters inWeetern
Samoa. This brings us considerable benefits, notleast
of which is your presence in our country.

We are delighted that SPREP is hosting a seriee of
important meetings in Apia over the next 10 daye or
so. This gives us an opportunity to meetyou and you
the chance to meet ue. I hope that during your stay
you are able to experience somethingof ourpeople'e
hospitality, our culture and the scenery ofour Sa-
moanislands.

This is the first time the Secretariat itself has hoeted
this series of SPREP Meetinge. I know it hae worked
hard to put in place all the arrangements needed for
you to have a productive and enjoyable meeting and I
would li-ke to express my appreciation to the Director
and his etaff.

Again, on behalf ofWeet€rn Samoa and the SPREP
Secretariat, I wish you well in your discuesions to-
day and in the remaining meetings. Given the qon'

cerns I expressed earliel, my delegation will be fol'
lowing your proceedings with great interest.

It ie now my greatpleasure to declare open this lhird
Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Apia Con-
vention.

Soifua.
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Annex3: Agenda

1. Oficialopening

2. AppointmentofChairandVice-Chair

3. AdoptionofAgendaandWorkingProcedures

4. Recomnendations regarding any Amendments to the Convention, including the question of the Sect'c--

tariat of the Convention under Article VIII

5. Consideration of Report by the Secretariat under Rule 11 of the Rules of Procedure, including:

. assessment of the etate of the environment relevant to the Convention in the South Pacific Region

. consideration and review of, and recommendations on, cooperative activities within the framework
of the Convention and fulfilment of Parties' obligations under Article rtrII

. coneideration of information submitted by Parties under Articles V(2) and II (2); and

. coneideration of additional action required for the achievement of the purposes of the Convention

6. Other Items in relation to the Convention considered appropriate by the Contracting Parties

7 . Proposed Guidelines for Standardised Format for National Reports

8. AuditedFinaneialStatementsfor 1993and 1994

9. Consideration and Adoption of Budgetfor the Fourth Ordinary Meeting of the Contracting Parties in
r997

10. OtherBusiness

11. Date andVenue of NextMeeting

12. AdoptionofReport

f3. Close




