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History of Clam TradeHistory of Clam TradeHistory of Clam TradeHistory of Clam Trade

Since the 1990s the Giants Clams exported for Since the 1990s the Giants Clams exported for 
commercialcommercial purposes have all been “spawned purposes have all been “spawned 
in tanks” and “hatcheryin tanks” and “hatchery--reared”reared”in tanks  and hatcheryin tanks  and hatchery--rearedreared
Commercial Giant Clam Operation Commercial Giant Clam Operation –– Robert Robert 
Reimers Enterprise (RRE)Reimers Enterprise (RRE)p ( )p ( )

Established in 1995Established in 1995
Sole importer was the Ocean Reefs and Aquarium, Inc. (ORA), Sole importer was the Ocean Reefs and Aquarium, Inc. (ORA), 
United StatesUnited States

Company sold to ORA in 2003Company sold to ORA in 2003
Renamed Marshall Islands Mariculture Farm (MIMF)Renamed Marshall Islands Mariculture Farm (MIMF)
Continued Outer Islands Community Satellite FarmingContinued Outer Islands Community Satellite FarmingContinued Outer Islands Community Satellite FarmingContinued Outer Islands Community Satellite Farming



Background of Marshall Islands Background of Marshall Islands 
Mariculture Farm (MIMF)Mariculture Farm (MIMF)Mariculture Farm (MIMF)Mariculture Farm (MIMF)

Ocean Reefs and Aquarium, Inc. (ORA), United States Ocean Reefs and Aquarium, Inc. (ORA), United States 
renamed (http://www.orafarm.com)renamed (http://www.orafarm.com)

The only authorized exporter of Giant Clams in the RMIThe only authorized exporter of Giant Clams in the RMIyy
Produces: T. Maxima, T. Squamosa, T. Derasa, T. Gigas, H. Produces: T. Maxima, T. Squamosa, T. Derasa, T. Gigas, H. 
HippopusHippopus
Supply our local farmers with juvenile clams Supply our local farmers with juvenile clams 
Buy back program: 18 months periodBuy back program: 18 months period
Imports 3Imports 3--5cm clams and corals from FSM 5cm clams and corals from FSM 

44--6 cm at $2.00 per clam from local farmers6 cm at $2.00 per clam from local farmers
Exports back main headquarters in Florida exported live for  Exports back main headquarters in Florida exported live for  
marine ornamental/aquarium trademarine ornamental/aquarium trade

Products then re exported from the United StatesProducts then re exported from the United States



Marshall Islands Mariculture Marshall Islands Mariculture 
Farm (MIMF)Farm (MIMF)



Export RequirementsExport RequirementsExport RequirementsExport Requirements

Submit applicationSubmit application
Inspect prior to permit issuanceInspect prior to permit issuancep p pp p p
Permit issuedPermit issued
New Permit and Certificate of Health andNew Permit and Certificate of Health andNew Permit and Certificate of Health and New Permit and Certificate of Health and 
Origin issued for Giant Clams ARE in Origin issued for Giant Clams ARE in 
accordance with CITES requirementaccordance with CITES requirementaccordance with CITES requirement accordance with CITES requirement 



Trade ConstraintsTrade Constraints

Shi t i d i H l l M 2008Shi t i d i H l l M 2008Shipment seized in Honolulu May 2008Shipment seized in Honolulu May 2008
CITES blacklist: accused for exporting CITES blacklist: accused for exporting 
i t l f ildi t l f ildgiant clams from wildgiant clams from wild
Required a report to CITES by December Required a report to CITES by December 
2008200820082008
Communication issues with CITESCommunication issues with CITES

Shipment seized by US Fish and WildlifeShipment seized by US Fish and WildlifeShipment seized by US Fish and Wildlife Shipment seized by US Fish and Wildlife 
in Florida early 2009 and again in June in Florida early 2009 and again in June 
2009200920092009



Corrective ActionsCorrective ActionsCorrective ActionsCorrective Actions

Notification of Competent AuthorityNotification of Competent Authority
Hired consultant to assist with Report to Hired consultant to assist with Report to 
CITESCITES
Restructured Export Permit (as required Restructured Export Permit (as required 
by CITES)by CITES)
Working with importers with the Working with importers with the 
restructuring of their permits to include all restructuring of their permits to include all 
CITES requirementsCITES requirements



Modified PermitModified PermitModified PermitModified Permit



ConclusionConclusionConclusionConclusion

Importance of permits compliance to Importance of permits compliance to 
CITES CITES 
Ensure reporting and issuance of permits Ensure reporting and issuance of permits 
as required by CITES as required by CITES q yq y
National Capacity Building on CITESNational Capacity Building on CITES
ACCESSION to CITESACCESSION to CITESACCESSION to CITESACCESSION to CITES



KOMMOL TATA!!KOMMOL TATA!!


