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| MANEA. THE VILLAGE LIES AT THE FOOT OF A
t] BEAUTIFUL MOUNTAIN. TODAY THE VILLAGE WAS
QUIET, AS EVERYONE WAS ASLEEP.

Vo [

EVERYONE EXCEPT FOR TEREAPI'I.
IT WAS A REALLY HOT MORNING,
SO HOT THAT HE HAD WOKEN UP
VERY EARLY. BUT HE HAD A PLAN...

HEY MANA!
COME AND
SWIM WITH
ME IN THE
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STOP
THINKING WITH
YOUR STOMACH
LITTLE BROTHER,

I HAVE NOT
HAD ANY
BREAKFAST.
NOTHING! NOT

EVEN A SINGLE /
CRACKE

o I P AN WELTHEL et RO o0 g
AT e T TN ey SRR Rt T B

| THEIR SISTER MAREVA JOINED
THE BOYS AND TOGETHER THEY Ry
RAN TOWARDS THE RIVER. e

— - =

MANA,
ALWAYS TRYING
TO BE THE
~._BEST..

EVEN
WITHOUT
FOOD, I CAN
DIVE FROM
HIGHER THAN |

ANYONE! /

THEY CLIMBED TO THE
TOP OF THE ROCKY CLIFFS
AND LOOKED DOWN AT
THE RIVER BELOW.

STRANGE... <
IT LOOKS A BIT
MUDDY DOWN
THERE!
THE WATER
LOOKS VERY /
. BROWN? _/

SCARED?
STAND BACK \
AND WATCH |

A TRUE . A7
-CHAMPION.
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MANA SWAM OUT OF
THE RIVER AND SAT

IS THAT A
MANGO ON

YOUR HEAD

I BUMPED
MY HEAD ON
B SOMETHING.

"WATER WAS \
SO BROWN T
COULD NOT

/T WONDER
WHY? IT IS | —

Y THERE WAS SOME |}
REALLY HEAVY RAIN /.
YESTERDAY... 2

BUT I HAVE
NEVER SEEN
THE RIVER THIS
MUDDY?




WITH THE THOUGHT OF BREAKFAST, I
S Sl THEY RAN HOME AT FULL SPEED.

MAYBE

BREAKFAST} -
N IS READY £

AS THEY APPROACHED THE HOUSE
THEY COULD HEAR A LOUD SOUND.

THE RAIN CAN WASH
DOWN LOTS OF SOIL
FROM UP HIGH ON THE
RIDGE. THEN IT FLOWS
INTO THE RIVER AND
OUT TO THE REEFS. NO
A GOOD FOR OUR CORAL /==

T

- . PAPA CONTINED TO SLEEP,
FISH! BUT : g SO THEY MADE THEIR WAY

TO THE KITCHEN TO SEE MANA
IS THAT A

OUR FISH ARE | MAMA.
DELICIOUS! WHAT N .
IS HAPPENING? 4

MANGO ON
YOUR
HEAD?

HMMMAM. ..
LETS ASK
MAMA IF

SHE KNOWS

ANYTHING.

PAGE 7



S | 't} HEAD ON
SOMETHING
N IN THE
RIVER.

%

I WISH ‘sl
EVERYONE
WOULD STOP

. ASKING
\ ME THAT!

MANA COULD
NOT SEE
ANYTHING.

IT LOOKED
REALLY MUDDY
THERE LAST
NIGHT.

THE WET SEASON
IS JUST STARTING
AND THOSE WERE THE
FIRST HEAVY RAINS WE
HAVE HAD SINCE ALL THE
LOGGING AND NEW
FARMS UP ON THE

SO Now THE (
RAIN MADE ALL
THAT SOIL
FLOW INTO
THE RIVER,
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THAT'S \ .
RIGHT. IT'S |
CALLED
EROSION.

/ ALL THE TREE
| W, "/ ROOTS WOULD
Y b - HAVE HELD THE
Y SOIL IN PLACE.
NOW MANY OF

THEM ARE ‘

MANA,
THOSE TREES \
TAKE A VERY
LONG TIME TO,

PROBLEM?
PLANT MORE
TREES! FRUIT
TREES... WITH
DELICIOUS
FRUIT!

7 UNDERSTAND
WHAT HAS
CHANGED
4 UP ON THE

..AND A

VERY SHORT |
TIME TO
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LET US GIVE [

E’

TALKING
HAS MADE
ME SO
HUNGRY ...

¥ I WAS ¥©
THINKING,
MAIREROA
MIGHT BE
ABLE TO
@ HELP US.. 4

¥ REALLY? YEFINNYA W HE JUST %
WHAT DO 8% / POPS OUT OF
' THE TREES,
LIKE A
W\ GHOST! prd
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!

BUT MAIREROA KNOWS A LOT
ABOUT MANY THINGS. SO THEY
SET OUT TO FIND HIM.

BUT INSTEAD, MAIREROA
FOUND THEM.

LOOKING
FOR YOU.
WE WANT
| TO TALK IF
B YOU ARE
NOT

¥l 1Ts ALoT
A OF FUN
ACTUALLY!
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HAHAIl T'M SURE,
BUT WE HAVE
SOME QUESTIONS
FOR YOU.

THE RIVER.

IT Is ALL BROWN %

AND MUDDY
N NOW?

v

MAIREROA GREW SILENT AND THEN Bt
SPOKE SOFTLY.. | o

WELL THEN,
INSTEAD OF JUST
TALKING ABOUT THE
RIVER, WE NEED TO TALK
ABOUT OUR CULTURE AND OUR
CONNECTION TO NATURE.
IN THE PAST EVERYONE IN OUR
COMMUNITY KNEW THE NAMES
OF EVERYTHING GROWING AND
EVERYTHING ALIVE ALL AROUND
US. WE USED ALL THESE NATURAL
RESOURCES AND PROTECTED THEM,
TO BUILD OUR CULTURE AND
OUR IDENTITY. THERE IS NO
SEPARATION BETWEEN US,
OUR CULTURE AND NATURE.
BUT NOW, MAYBE WE
HAVE FORGOTTEN
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MY TIME @0
HAS PASSED.
YOU ARE THE
NEW GENERATION.
N IT IS UP TO YOU TO
AH, OK.... BE HEARD AND START
BUT WHAT ¥ THINKING ABOUT
NOT JUST WHAT WE
CAN WE NEED TODAY, BUT
DO? WHAT WE HAD IN
THE PAST AND WHAT
WE ALL WILL
NEED IN THE

IT WAS TIME FOR MAIREROA
TO 60, SO HE MADE HIS . EXACTLY
WAY BACK INTO THE BUSH.

WHAT HE

MEANS!

SO
WHAT
EXACTLY

% , HE MEANS
I ACTUALLY, \gg ';{E'Fiil GTS?
DI HAVE NO B TO HELP OUR
PEOPLE IN
THE FUTURE, E8
EVEN IF WE DO
NOT BENEFIT
TODAY. _

PAGE 13



PLANTING
TREES UP
ON THE
RIDGE?

IF WE

CAN HELP ON

LAND, MAYBE
WE CAN ALSO
HELP IN THE
OCEAN TOO?
LET'S ASK

MATAMANEA.

THERE IS
SO MUCH
WE COULD
DO, RIGHT
Now!

= 1] EOEmONOMN i

THEY KNEW THERE WAS A
‘| MARINE PROTECTED AREA
WHERE MATAMANEA MIGHT BE.
SO THEY WALKED DOWN TO
THE COAST.

THEY CAME TO A SIGN ON

THE SHORELINE AND STARTED
READING UNTIL THEY HEARD A

VOICE BEHIND THEM.
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HELLO
G6UYS,
600D TO

HI
MATAMANEA,
WE CAME TO
TALK TO
ABOUT
DELICIOUS
FISH!

SEE

WELL, THIS IS
THE RIGHT PLACE! IT IS

/ LEFT UNDISTURBED FOR MANY

YEARS NOW. IT IS LIKE A
BREEDING GROUND. FROM
HERE, MANY SMALL
FISH WILL BEGIN THEIR
LIVES AND SWIM OUT

BUT I SEE
/ MORE AND \ |
MORE PLASTIC -
| AND RUBBISH YES.PEOPLE
WASHING UP IN TOWN

HERE? /£ [ DROP THEIR
= RUBBISH. [
THEN THE RAIN [
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THEN, ALL OF A SUDDEN,

Y MAIREROA
MANA BEGAN A SPEECH!

7 WANTS US

- YOUNG PEOPLE \ NI ERS

------ TO TRYE AND u I } )

----------- -- : I DON'T INSPIRE OUR [}
THINK THEY ARE COMMUNITY | IF WE WANT
TO DO THINGS/ TO GO FAST,
THINKING AT ALL Lol S O
UNFORTUNATELY. el s

THEY DON'T TO GO FAR

UNDERSTAND Al cting

IT IS ALL

I
CONNECTED. TOGETHER!

ERRRRR,

WHAT

. EROSION O = IS MANA

g | THE RIDGE TALKING
MUST BE

A\ ABOUT??!

BAD FOR THE

IT IS A WISE
SAYING, AS I
HAVE NOW BEGAN
WORKING AS AN
INSPIRATION TO
THOSE AROUND

THAT IS
RIGHT
MAREVA.

B RIGHT!

“{ THAT'S
= GREAT
MANA_.T

AND THAT ARE LINKED FROM _* S\ THINK? /e o 6o
THE RIDGE DOWN TO THE / - /  THE SUN IS
REEF. WHERE THE SETTING AND
WATERS BEGIN FLOWING EVERYONE
AT THE HIGHEST POINTS WILL BE -
OF OUR ISLAND AND WATTING FOR A £

IN THE FOREST

US AT HOME!
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: CONFUSING SEE R ' NOT
THEN WE Us VERy O R y NOBODY [ ALIEN,

MUST 60 FAsT K B A\ TALKED TO W | INVASIVE
FAST, i\l ME ABOUT [ |

BUT NOT / : =

ALONE!

BACK AT HOME, PAPA WAS o o RS
_ : ’ WE ARE B ' % THOUGHT
GATHERING.. Sl i ) I SAW A
UUUMM.. £ ;% 3 U.F.0. ONCE!

T
IQKYEE LET PAPA

EXPLAIN

HEARD YOU R ) SRR | MANA
6UYS HAVE : : o
BEEN WALKING
AROUND _
EVERYWHERE! f&

EXAMPLE,
: &Y THOSE BIG
DID ANYONE §@ : i TREES
WISE TELL YOU ~ : : : EVERYWHERE
THAT PROTECTING : ) @ § W WITH THE
OUR ISLAND FROM 45 e2S ORANGE

IS REALLY
IMPORTANT? foe Bl
WHAT YOU " N - ARETeG

RNOW: : b= BEAUTIFUL! IS
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THOSE ARE
AFRICAN TULIP TREES!
THEY ARE INVASIVE.
THEY WERE BROUGHT
HERE FROM ANOTHER
COUNTRY AND THE SEEDS
SPREAD ACROSS OUR
ISLAND AND IT IS REALLY
HARD TO STOP THEM. THE
TREES THEN SPREAD INTO
OUR AGRICULTURAL LAND
AND MAKE IT HARDER TO
WORK THERE AND GROW
FOOD. THEY DOMINATE THE
FOREST AND SHADE OUT
OUR NATIVE TREES AND
GRADUALLY WE
LOSE MANY OF
THEM TOO....

EVERYWHERE
NOw! THE
WOOD IS FULL
OF WATER
AND WE WE NEED

CANNOT EVEN TO BE VERY

USE IT FOR CAREFUL TO

CONTROL

WHAT COMES

INTO OUR
COUNTRY
FROM
OUTSIDE.
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R,

BUT
ARE :
Y THAT IS WHY A
ALREAllb‘/ %y PROJECT BROUGHT &
HERE! THE AFRICAN
TULIP BEETLE
HERE RECENTLY.
IT STOPS THE

TREE GROWING A8
SO FAST!

|/ wWOw!
| BUT WHAT &
o "B T | It poESN'T
TREES? EAT THE
OTHER TREES.
IT ONLY
THINKS THAT
INVASIVE TREE
IS TASTY!

AMAZING!

BUT I THINK

YOV 6UYS SHOULD 6O
AND TALK TO TAMANULI.

HE HAS ALWAYS LIVED
NEAR THE RIVER AND HAS
BEEN WORKING HARD TO

IMPROVE THE NATURE

THERE.
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THE NEXT DAY
; HELLO!
T (0] IM.
HEY FOUND HIM ARE YOU
FIGHTING
AFRICAN

HAHAHAI

i YES MANA,

_ e THAT IS
ONE WAY
TO PUT ITI

MANA ONCE AGAIN DELIVERED I

BUT THEY ANOTHER INSPIRING QUOTE...
TAKE SO
LONG TO
GROW. YOU WELL, IT IS
MUST BE VERY SAID THAT
PATIENT! THE BEST TIME
TO PLANT A
TREE WAS 20

YEARS AGO. THE
SECOND BEST

IME IS NOW.
HOW DID -

BUT NO, I
AM PLANTING
SOME LOCAL
NATIVE TREES

AND BUSHES
- HERE.

/ WHY ARE
THERE NOT &
&l MANY TREES

—A HERE NOW?

§” HAVE BEEN KEPT HERE,
TRAMPLING ALL THE SMALL
TREES SO NOTHING GREW AND
THE FOREST HAS BEEN CLEARED
TO HAVE GARDENS NEAR THE
RIVER TOO. SO THAT IS WHY I
AM PLANTING THEM HERE AGAIN.
THE BIRDS AND ANIMALS WILL
BE HAPPY TO HAVE THEIR
NATIVE FOREST
TREES BACK!

PAGE 22

*\ OR PROTECTING AN

YOU GET SO WISE
MANA? SOMETHING
ELSE THAT IS WISE
IS TO USE ‘NATURAL
SOLUTIONS' LIKE
PLANTING TREES,

AREA, TO FIX A
PROBLEM. ~TUsT LIKE -

PLANTING BUSHES, %3
MANGROVES OR [
TREES NEAR THE |

SHORELINE HELPS
CREATE HABITAT |

AND PROTECTS UsS /&
FROM STORMS? 4l

EXACTLY.
MUCH BETTER FOR EVERYONE
THAN A CONCRETE SEAWALL OR
RIVER WALL WHERE NOTHING
CAN LIVE OR GROW! THOSE
COASTAL PLANTS ALSO STOP ALL
THE BROWN WATER AND DEBRIS
FLOWING OUT ONTO THE REEF
WHEN WE HAVE
BIG RAINS.
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NICE!
SOMETHING
WE CAN DO
OURSELVES.

NO CONCRETE
NEEDED!

FOR YOU 6UYS,
UNDERSTANDING THE
SPECIES THAT HAVE

ALWAYS GROWN HERE
IS THE BEGINNING.
LEARN OUR TRADITIONAL
NAMES FOR THEM.
TELL EVERYONE HOW
IMPORTANT THEY
ARE FOR US.

THE YOUTH
LIKE YOU NEED
TO MAKE SURE

YOU DO NOT

FORGET THIS

KNOWLEDGE.

IT IS YOURS _AND
NOW TO TAKE WE ARE
FORWARD INTO PART OF

THE FUTURE. THIS
ECOSYSTEM

OURSELVES.

THEN YOU
KNOW THAT
WE SHOULD
NEVER TAKE
MORE THAN e
WHAT WE T e

BUT WHAT
ABOUT THE

¥ LOGGING ON THE
§ RIDGE? THEY TOOK
ALMOST EVERY
TREE UP
THERE!
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I KNOW. DON'T GET
ANGRY, GET ACTIVE!
60 AND SEE
KATARAINA IN TOWN,
SHE IS WORKING ON
THIS THROUGH THE
LAW.

FIRST THEY HELPED WITH
o THE TREE PLANTING FOR A
hr % FEW HOURS.

AFTER THEY HAD FINISHED,
THEY RAN DOWN TO TOWN.
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|

KATARAINA, AS USUAL,
WAS WORKING AT HER DESK

r] BEFORE ANYONE COULD

SPEAK, MANA BEGAN AGAIN..

EARTH
PROVIDES

ENOUGH TO
SATISFY EVERY
MAN'S NEEDS,
BUT NOT EVERY
MAN'S GREED.

YESI
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ERRRR,

THANKS
MANA. I
THINK....

BIT STRANGE

SORRY,
MANA
HAS BEEN
ACTING A

RECENTLY....

..AFTER HE
HIT HIS
HEAD IN

THE RIVER

I AM FINE.
JUST WELL
INFORMED

AND VERY

4 SURE
SOUNDS
LIKE IT! BUT
HOW CAN WE HEARD
I HELP YOU YOU ARE
GUYS? WORKING
TO HELP

STOP THE
LOGGING.

WELL, THERE ARE
LAWS THAT PROTECT
NATURE IN OUR COUNTRY, ‘i
I AM JUST MAKING SURE THAT &
THOSE LAWS ARE FOLLOWED.

FOR EXAMPLE THERE ARE LAWS
FOR LOGGING THAT STOP
TREES BEING CUT ON STEEP
SLOPES OR NEAR RIVERS AND
CREEKS.

UNFORTUNATELY THEY WERE
NOT FOLLOWED UP ON THE
RIDGE, SO I WROTE TO THE
) GOVERNMENT TO SEND AN
/  OFFICER TO RECORD THOSE
BREACHES.

WHEN THEY ARRIVE,
A EVERYTHING WILL BE WRITTEN
DOWN AND I AM SURE THE

LOGGING PROJECT WILL
NEED TO STOP, OR AT
LEAST CHANGE HOW
THEY ARE WORKING.
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AS THE

PEN IS OR THE
MIGHTIER CHAINSAW
THAN IN THIS
THE CASE...

SWORD!

WELL, HOPEFULLY! T AM
QUITE CONFIDENT WE
CAN PROTECT THE RIVER,
OUR WATER SUPPLY AND
THE FISH AND REEFS
BELOW IF THE LOGGING
LAWS ARE FOLLOWED.

THAT'S GREAT!
WE HAVE BEEN SO
WORRIED AFTER WE SAW
THE RIVER CHANGE SO
QUICKLY. I THOUGHT
WE COULD NOT MAKE A
DIFFERENCE!

THINK YOU
ARE TOO
SMALL TO
MAKE A
DIFFERENCE,
TRY SLEEPING
WITH A
MOSQUITO,

WHERE
ARE YOV
GETTING

THIS STUFF
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-------------------------------------------------------------- RS g _

AFTER MEETING KATARAINA, THEY
CLIMBED THE ROCKS AT THE END OF

I HAVE
BEEN

IT Is

amaziNg 1\ || / sk
WHAT WE HOW IT IS
HAVE HERE. Arl-‘—lli (;—A]l:\N'IISI—El[E) /
JUST LOOK RIDGE DOWN /. -

AROUND... TO THE

AND
WE, THE
COMMUNITY
ARE RIGHT
IN THE
MIDDLE!

YES!
JUST
LIKE THE
HAMIN A
SANDWICH.
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ERRRR, -
RIGHT... i - e
AND IT IS UP e o
TO US, THE Sl THEY WALKED HOME IN SILENCE THAT EVENING...
‘/gyg;zHlTIgN%O GETTING THINKING ABOUT EVERYTHING THAT THEY HAD
WE g AN TO OLDER SO LEARNT: HOW THE MOUNTAINS, FORESTS, RIVERS
PROTECT THIS YOU MIGHT AND REEFS ARE ALL CONNECTED AND THAT THEY
PLACE, OUR NEED MY THEMSELVES ARE CONNECTED TO IT ALL.
LAND AND HELP TOO
OUR SOMETIMES!
FUTURE

MAYBE WE WILL!
BUT REMEMBER WHAT
PAPA SAYS:

THE OLDER YOU
BECOME, THE BETTER
YOU ARE... UNLESS
YOU'RE A BANANA.
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@ Call to Action

racumsronae  PACIFIC YOUth Leaders to Protect our Planet

for Nature Conservation

Do you want to make a difference in your
community and beyond? The Pacific Island
Roundtable for Nature Conservation (PIRT)
is calling on young leaders like you to join
our mission in conserving the natural beauty
and building resilience for the people of the
Pacific region.

Together, we can protect our oceans, forests,
and wildlife for future generations. Don't miss
out on the chance to be a part of something
truly transformative.

AS AYOUTH MEMBER OF THE PACIFIC ISLAND ROUNDTABLE FOR NATURE CONSERVATION,
YOU'LL HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO:

@ Engage with Experts é&, Take Action {? Connect Globally and Regionally

g& Grow Your Skills {8 Be part of PIRT Working Groups e~ Amplify Your Voice!

Join the PIRT Youth today and be a catalyst for change!
Sign Up Now at: https://forms.gle/YwKLgNLkJD6xU9tFA or via the QR code:

Let's shape a sustainable future, one action at a time.

Your journey to making a difference starts here!

Why should Pacific youth join us? By joining, you will have the following opportunities:

Capacity Building: Internships and volunteer opportunities with PIRT member organisations.
Mentorship and training sessions aimed at building conservation knowledge and skills for Pacific Islands
youth. Seminars and networking sessions with experts across the PIRT working groups.

Youth Representation: Involving youth in decision-making processes within PIRT, regional and global
events. (Pacific Islands Conference on Nature Conservation and Protected Areas, Convention on Biological
Diversity Conference of the Parties). Creating youth working group to provide input on conservation
strategies and actions.

Collaborative Networks: Connecting youth with conservation professionals and peers through
regional and international networks. Facilitating youth participation in global and regional conservation
events and conferences.

Youth Ambassadors Program: Training young leaders to represent PIRT and advocate for
conservation within their communities and beyond.

PIRT plan for future youth engagement

Expanding Partnerships through the Regional Biodiversity
Youth Network

Strengthening collaborations with youth individuals, educational
institutions, youth organisations, and private sector partners.
Leveraging Technology

Utilising digital platforms and social media to engage youth and
amplify Pacific’s conservation messages.

Monitoring and Evaluation

Implementing robust monitoring and evaluation frameworks to

measure the impact of youth engagement initiatives and adapt
strategies accordingly.

What you need to know about PIRT

The PIRT is a coalition of nature conservation and development
organisations, governments, inter-governmental organisations, donor
agencies, and community groups, created to increase effective
conservation action in the Pacific Islands region.

PIRT have six working groups that focus on several areas:

Nature Culture Working Group
Nature-based Solutions Working Group
Pacific Area-based Conservation Network
Pacific Invasives Partnership

Pacific Network for Environmental Law

Species Working Group

For more information, follow us on
www.pacificislandsroundtable.com

The Pacific BioScapes Programme is a European Union (EU) funded action, managed and implemented by the
Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP) www.sprep.org/bioscapes



HI! MY NAME IS MANAI

ALWAYS REMEMBER:
'‘AS WE ARE A PART OF NATURE,
A WAR AGAINST NATURE IS A
WAR AGAINST OURSELVES'.

Join Mana and his family on their island home, as they are inspired to
become youth leaders for biodiversity. In this story, they meet their local
community members who are working to protect the forests, reefs and
waters that are so vital for life in the Pacific.

R, W
' _

Join the new Pacific Islands
Biodiversity Youth Network!

www.pacificislandsroundtable.com
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