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The Paci�c BioScapes Programme aims to strengthen the sustainable use of marine and coastal 
resources through the use of Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) to achieve key ecological, economic, 
cultural and social objectives. Under the Programme, the International Union for Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN) will work closely with the Government of the Cook Islands to support marine 
conservation initiatives and sustainable planning activities.

The Marae Moana Cook Islands Marine Park (CIMP) covers approximately 2 million km2 of the Cook 
Islands exclusive economic zone (EEZ) and Marine Spatial Planning is a key component. This will see the 
establishment of various forms of protected and locally managed areas within the park, including other 
use areas. The project will be implemented through the Marae Moana Coordination O�ce and the 
Marae Moana Technical Advisory Group (TAG). Examples of some potential zoning areas in the park 
are shown below:
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KEY LOCAL ISSUES:

Limited technical capacity to utilise 
Marine Spatial Planning (MSP)

Climate change risks including sea 
level rise and ocean acidi�cation

Depleted marine �sheries and
coastal resources

MARINE SPATIAL PLANNING (MSP): 

Brings together multiple users of the 
ocean in a participatory manner

Promotes Gender Equality and 
Socially Inclusive processes (GESI) 

Balances cultural, ecological, 
economic and social objectives

Aims for sustainable marine resource 
utilisation and management 

The Paci�c BioScapes Programme is a European Union (EU) funded action, managed and implemented by the 
Secretariat of the Paci�c Regional Environment Programme (SPREP) www.sprep.org/bioscapes


