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ANDO WOKE EARLY

FOR THE LONG s
WALK TO THE FARM.

. | HE moVED QUIETLY
| AND WOKE TUKI....

...WHO HAD

OFFERED TO
COME AND

THE EARLY MORNING WALKS ON THE
WEEKENDS WERE A WELCOME RELIEF FROM
THE BUSY SCHOOL DAYS.

THERE WERE SO MANY THINGS TO DISCOVER,

EVERY DAY WAS A NEW ADVENTURE.
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E DON'T WANT TO
MISS THE SUNRISE.

THEY LEAVE
TRACKS AS BIG AS
A TRACTOR!

A GLORIOUS MORNING GREETED THEM AS THEY
STEPPED FROM THE SHADE OF THE TREES AND WALKED
ALONG THE SHORE.

WET ars

WHILE THE FAMILY DOGS RAN
AND BARKED AMONG THE TREES.

rT; SAND

CRUNCHED UNDER
THEIR FEET.

&

-

UP AHEAD THEY COULD SEE THE DISTURBED SAND FROM
A LEATHERBACK TURTLE THAT HAD NESTED LAST NIGHT.
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CAN YOU IMAGINE
(HOW TIRING IT MUST)
BE FOR THEM?! _/

ON TO THE SAND TO
LAY EGGS FOUR OR
FIVE TIMES EACH

SEASON.

!ﬂ-‘-‘

WELL, IN
REALITY THE
TURTLES NEST FROM
OCTOBER UNTIL
MARCH OR

WHY DO WE ONLY
FIND TRACKS LEFT BY
THE TURTLES AFTER

CHRISTMAS?

SO THAT MUS
BE WHEN MOST OF /V'\—IAESE QEE%?

THEM NEST, AND WHY
- WE NOTICE THEM
MORE.

BUT WE SEE
MORE OF THEIR
TRACKS IN DECEMBER
AND JANUARY....
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OF TURTLES WHEN
YOU WERE YOUNG?

IT IS HARD
TO KNOW IF
YOU DON'T COUNT
THEM EVERYDAY!

I CAN'T REALL
REMEMBER
EXACTLY.

/'YES. THERE WERE LOTS N
I DON'T THINK THERE
. ARE AS MANY NOW.

AHHHH, T AM GETTIN
OLD AND FORGETTING
THINGS ALL THE TIME!

‘{SUDDENLY!

Kl
THE NEST HAS
BEEN DUG UPI

OH NOTAGAIN!
I HATE TO SEE NESTS
WITH NO E6GS
IN THEM.
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I THOUGHT

YOU TOLD ME
NOT TO TAKE ANY
TURTLE EGGS?

—

WHEN THE VILLAGE
ELDERS NOTICED A DROP
IN THE NUMBERS OF
TURTLES A FEW YEARS AGO
THEY EXPLAINED TO THE
OTHERS !

" /7. . HOW IMPORTAN

IT WOULD BE TO LOOK
“\AFTER THE FEW THAT
WERE LEFT.

BUT WHY
CANNOT WE
TAKE THE
EGGS?

SINCE THEN,
THE COMMUNITY IN OUR
VILLAGE HAS MOSTLY
RESPECTED THIS.

"THERE ARE STILL
TURTLES COMING
\ TO THE BEACH. / ..

WELL, IF ALL THE EGGS
ARE TAKEN, THERE WILL BE NO
LITTLE TURTLES RUNNING DOWN
THE BEACH TO THE SEA AND THEN
NO BIG MAMA TURTLES COMING BACK
LATER TO LAY EGGS. IT'S ALL ONE
BIG CYCLE... NO EGGS,NO TURTLES.

SIMPLE!
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SIMPLE!?
THAT IS COMPLICATED!. ..
ALSO. WHAT TYPES OF SEA
TURTLES ARE THERE IN

THE PACIFIC?

600D QUESTION!
THERE ARE SIX.

THE LEATHERBACK IS THE
LARGEST LIVING SPECIES OF
SEA TURTLE IN THE WORLD!

IT CAN WEIGH UP TO 500

KILOGRAMS.

THERE IS THE GREEN
TURTLE. IT BECOMES
GREEN BECAUSE IT EATS
LOTS AND LOTS OF SEA o

GRASS! e

THE HAWKSBILL TURTLE GETS

ITS NAME BECAUSE IT HAS A

HOOKED BEAK, LIKE A HAWK.

THE MEAT CAN BE POISONOUS
IF PEOPLE EAT IT!

THE LOGGERHEAD Hi
TURTLE WHICH HAS A P -
LARGE HEAD WITH A «7F s
BIG THICK NECK. S e

> ...AND THE OLIVE
RIDLEY, THAT IS THE
THE FLATACK TURTLE WHICH SMALLEST ONE OF
IS ONLY AROUND NORTHERN THEM ALL.
AUSTRALIA, SOUTHERN PAPUA
NEW GUINEA AND INDONESIA.
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e m—-—-ﬁs.;,z%
wow!
THANKS FOR
TEACHING ME SO
MUCH.

OR WHAT
YOU CAN
REMEMBER?

NO PROBLEM LITTLE

ONE. I WILL DO MY

BEST TO TEACH YOU
WHAT I KNOW.

HAHA!

YES. BUT I THINK YOU
ARE BEING CHEEKY WITH
ME NOW...

THERE IS A
LOT TO LEARN IF YOU
WANT TO KNOW MORE
ABOUT TURTLES!

WHAT DO THEY
EAT? WHERE DO
THEY SLEEP?
HOW FAST CAN

THEY SWIM? 48

SO MANY
QUESTIONSII
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THE ANSWERS. I DO
KNOW ONE STRANGE

I DON'T HAVE ALL

THING THOUGH...




””I WOULD LOVE
TO SEE SOME
TURTLE BABIES
TOO!

LEATHERBACK
TURTLES EAT

THEN THE OLD
TURTLES MUST BE
Y WISE TOO.

e

BUT STARING AT THE EMPTY
NEST, WITH MANY FOOTPRINTS
ALL AROUND IT, MADE TUKI SAD.|

THE BABIES
ARE ACTUALLY CALLED
‘HATCHLINGS'. THAT'S
BECAUSE THEY HATCH
FROM EGGS.

HAHAl
BUT IT'S TRUE!

THEY CAN ALSO
LIVE A VERY LONG

WHAT CAN WE DO
S/ TO STOP OUR FRIENDS
IN THE VILLAGE FROM
A TAKING THE EGGS?

WELL, IT'S NOT THAT
SIMPLE. SOMETIMES PEOPLE
TAKE THE EGGS BECAUSE THEY
NEED TO EAT, OR TO SELL
AT THE MARKET.

THEY CAN EVEN BE
60 TO 80 YEARS i

OLDER THAN
YOU?!

ISN'T THERE PLENTY
OF OTHER FOOD PEOPLE CAN
EAT?! WE CAN GET
VEGETABLES FROM THE FARM

AND THERE IS FISH, AND
N\ _PIGS, AND CHICKENS.

HAHAHA! weLL ALways
REMEMBER THIS: AGE BRINGS

WISDOM. SO I AM ONE VERY
WISE UNCLE OK!
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7 WHY CAN'T THEY EAT N
THOSE THINGS? AND WHY
SHOULD WE SELL EG6S TO
EOPLE FROM OUTSIDE OF
OUR VILLAGE?

THOSE ARE 77,
/GO0D POINTS TUKI, ONESN
WHICH THE VILLAGE ELDERS
THOUGHT EACH PERSON
COULD SOLVE ON

ZTHEN WHY DO
THESE PEOPLE
STILL DO IT?

SOME PEOPLE
THINK THEY CAN
KEEP ALL THE E6G6S
THEMSELVES.

OTHERS THINK
THERE ARE SO MANY
E6GS THAT IT IS NOT,
A PROBLEM.

W' BUT ARE THERE
REALLY THAT
MANY EG6S?_
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' NOT REALLY...
THAT IS WHY WE ARE
SEEING LESS AND LESS
TURTLES AT OUR

WE KNOW FOR
CERTAIN THAT IF WE KEEP
ON TAKING THEM, WE ARE

NOT G6OING TO HAVE ENOUGH
TURTLES HATCHING. THAT

MEANS WHEN YOU ARE AS OLD
AS ME, THERE COULD BE NO
MORE TURTLES HERE...

SAD DAY FOR OUR
VILLAGE.

LOOK!
THERE ARE STILL

SOME EGGS LEFT
THERE!

SHOULD WE COVER o o
THEM UP? CAN THEY I WANT TO LOOK N
SURVIVE? ./ AFTER THIS NEST FOR
- W' AS LONG AS IT TAKES
\FOR THE HATCHLINGS
‘). TO BE BORN. _

PROBABLY TWO MONTHS
FROM NOW. THAT'S HOW LONG
IT TAKES FOR THE TURTLES
INSIDE THE EGGS TO GROW.

WAIT A MINUTE. .

HOW LONG DOES IT
TAKE FOR THE EG6
TO HATCH?
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LET'S COVER
THIS NEST NOW AND
<~ \HOPE THESE EGGS ARE
= STILL OK.

THEY LEFT A MARKER IN THE BEACH TO HELP
TUKI FIND THE NEST AGAIN, THEY CONTINUED
ON THEIR WALK, PASSING LOTS OF NESTING
‘| TRACKS ALONG THE WAY.

i

b

] MANY OF THE NESTS HAD BEEN DUG UP AND THE EGGS . L
HAD BEEN REMOVED.

MAYBE WE CAN
TALK TO THE VILLAGE
WHEN WE GET BACK
TODAY AND TELL THEM
; HOW YOU FEEL?

IT IS SUCH A
PITY PEOPLE TAKE
SO MANY EGGS...
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WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A
DIFFERENCE.

A g\\ R _

" THEY will (i §]
LISTEN TO You. W {i

THE NEXT NEST THEY REACHED HAD |_
BROKEN EGGS SCATTERED ALL
AROUND.

JUST BE BRAVE!

_;w‘ <

WHY WOULD

SOMEONE BREAK THE
EGGS AND LEAVE
THEM HERE?

DOGS EAT TURTLEN"
EG6S ALSO? HOW DO

THEY FIND THEM?
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BECAUSE IT
WAS DUG UP BY
DO6S.

DOGS HAVE A
VERY GOOD SENSE OF
SMELL, MUCH BETTER
THAN PEOPLE DO.




LOOKING LIKE A TURTLE WAS Y
THERE, THEN THEY SMELL THE
E.

" HOW CAN THE &
HATCHLINGS SURVIVE
WHEN DOGS AND PEOPLE
BOTH TAKE THE E66S?

AN

_ FIRST OUR FRIENDS

Y FROM THE VILLAGE TAKE
THE E6GS, THEN THE
DOGS DO ALSO.

p— ALSO, WHEN WE HAVE =
VERY BIG WAVES AND STORMS, N
SOME OF THE NESTS GET
WASHED AWAY, OR DROWN
>y UNDERWATER. _

l{

THERE ARE

MANY WAYS IN THEN HOW

CAN THEY
EVEN
SURVIVE?

GET LOST.

WELL, TURTLES CAN LAY
LOTS OF E66S IN JUST ONE
SEASON. WE KNOW
SOME WILL BE LOST NATURALLY
AND SOME TAKEN BY

PEOPLE.
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ANOTHER 600D
QUESTION!

BUT IF THE TURTLES LAY SO
MANY E66S, THEN THERE
WOULD BE THOUSANDS OF

TURTLES COMING HERE.

WHAT HAPPENS TO ALL THE

LITTLE ONES?

SEABIRDS CAN CATCH THEM WHEN
THEY ARE CRAWLING ON THE SAND.

BEACHES ERODE AND
WAVES CAN WASH AWAY
THE NESTS.

LARGE FISH EAT
THEM IN THE SEA.

POSSIBLY HALF OF
ALL THE HATCHLINGS
CAN BE EATEN
BY FISH!

DOGS AND PIGS CAN DIG UP THE
NESTS.

SO THAT IS WHY
TURTLES NEED TO LAY
SO MANY EGGS FOR
THEM TO SURVIVE!
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THAT STILL DOES
NOT SOUND LIKE

WOULD DIE?

STUCK IN THE MOUTH

STARVE TO DEATH

\ EVERY LITTLE TURTLE

\ % _ TOO...

LIKE IF PEOPLE THROW
PLASTIC BAGS AWAY THEY
LOOK LIKE A JELLYFISH.
\| THEN A BIG LEATHERBACK

\_ TURTLE COULD EAT IT.

IF A PLASTIC BAG GETS

STOMACH OF A TURTLE
THEN IT CANNOT EAT
ANYTHING. IT WILL

THOSE ARE JUST THE
NATURAL DANGERS.

THERE ARE DANGERS TO

TURTLES FROM HUMANS

ANY PLASTIC THROWN
IN A DRAIN OR A RIVER
USUALLY ENDS UP IN

FISHING BOATS
AND FISHING GEAR ARE
A DANGER TO TURTLES

OR

BECAUSE TURTLES

CAN GET WRAPPED UP IN
\ FISHING LINES AND OTHERS
NCAN DROWN IN THE NETS.

PAGE 16

LOOKING INTO THE DISTANCE, THEY BOTH SAW A LARGE
| ROCK ON THE BEACH.

DID THAT ROCK
MOVE?

THE "ROCK" COULD NOW EASILY
BE SEEN MOVING UP THE BEACH.

—

THAT'S NOT A ROCK
TUKI! IT IS A LEATHER-
BACK COMING TO NEST

D ON THE BEACH. SRR

; I THOUGHT THEY &

A ONLY CAME AT NIGHT? A

" MOST OF THE TIME,

| ONE COMES UP LATE IN THE [
\ AFTERNOON, OR EARLY IN £
THE MORNING. 4
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TUKI AND ANDO WATCHED SILENTLY AS SHE MADE HER WAY UP THE BEACH,

. /T wouLb GUES =
E

SHE WEIGHS MOR
THAN 300 KILOS.
THAT IS MORE
THAN 6 ADULT :
MEN! e

REALLY!

THAT IS AMAZING.

I GUESS
TURTLES ARE BETTER .
AT LIVING IN THE OCEANS\
THAN WALKING ON LAND.
BUT THEY STILL HAVE
TO COME UP AND
TO LAY EGGS.

WELL, SHE
SURE SEEMS TO
KNOW WHAT SHE'S
DOING ON LAND
TOO!

CAREFUL NOT TO DISTURB HER.

THEN THEY SAT AND WATCHED
HER BEGIN TO DIG HER NEST.

i

THE TURTLE DUG DEEP AND SCOOPED SAND BACKWARDS WITH HER FLIPPERS. |.
| SAND FLEW ALL OVER TUKI AND ANDO. THEY LAUGHED AND LAUGHED! &
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WHAT IS SHE
DOING NOW?

SHE DIGS DOWN TO
THE WET SAND BELOW
AND THEN SHE PULLS

HERSELF FORWARD SO

THAT SHE CAN GET HER
BACK FLIPPERS INTO
THE HOLE.

FIRST SHE MAKE
A BIG HOLE WITH
HER FRONT
FLIPPERS.

HER HANDS,
OR FLIPPERS,
ARE SO STRONG!

NOW SHE IS MAKING
THE CHAMBER WHERE
THE EGGS GET LAID.

GET READY!

b

DID YOU KNOW
TURTLE HANDS LOOK
LIKE OURS? JUST THEY
ARE COVERED IN A
LEATHERY COAT

|

THEN 114 EGGS WERE LAID IN
FRONT OF THE AMAZED TUKI.
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THEN THE TURTLE TED COVERING HER EGGS AGAIN!
: - — e

\

- 7" PLOP! PLOP! PLOP!

WHY DON'T THE EG6S
BREAK WHEN THEY FALL
S0 FAR DOWN?

NOW SHE
IS COVERING THE
NEST WITH ALL THE
SAND SHE DUG AWAY
BEFORE.

THEM FROM THE
EAT OF THE SUN,

TURTLE EGGS
MAY LOOK LIKE ,
CHICKEN

AS THE TURTLE FINISHED LAYING HER EGGS,
A FARAWAY FIGURE WAS APPROACHING...

| PETER, THE MAN WHO WAS APPROACHING, CAME AND SAT DOWN. iEa

' : - DID YOu
- < MEET A
& NOW SHE IS USING : TURTLE? COME TO THE
== HER BACK FLIPPERS TO NIGBHE'I':‘f\'—rL g"\'/ou

= WILL SEE MANY
MORE!

COVER THE EGGS.

SHE SCOOPS SAND AND

PATS IT DOWN, VERY
CAREFULLY BECAUSE SHE
IS SO HEAVY.

NO, MOST OF
THE PLACES THEY
NESTED HAVE BEEN
DUG UP AND THE
EGGS ARE
MISSING.

INCREDIBLE!
I HAVE NEVER SEEN
ANYTHING LIKE
THIS BEFORE!
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T T e,

;| PETER, TUKI AND ANDO STAYED WITH THE TURTLE UNTIL SHE HAD FINISHED
@ COVERING HER E66S. THEN SHE CRAWLED BACK DOWN TO THE SEA.

HER HUGE FRONT FLIPPERS PULLING HER

FORWARD, WHILE HER BACK FLIPPERS
|PUSHED HER ALONG.

DO YOU THINK
CRAWLING HURTS HER?
 \UIT LOOKS LIKE SHE IS/

; CRYING?

WHEN TURTLES DRINK \
SALT WATER, THE SAL
COMES OUT AS WET

IT DOES LOOK
LIKE IT. BUT SHE IS
NOT CRYING!

D THERE IS
{ LOTS OF SALT IN
AN THE SEA!

I HEARD THE
TEARS PROTECT ),
THEIR EYES. /|
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| THE TURTLE STOPPED FOR A BREATH, MAKING A LONG, DEEP GURGLING SOUND,
|| THEN SHE NOTICED TUKI STARING AT HER FOR THE FIRST TIME.

BUT HOW WILL
I KNOW WHICH ONE

SHE Is?

THEY ARE

DIFFERENT FOR
EVERY SINGLE
- TURTLE!

COME BACK AGAIN
SOME DAY?

LOOK AT HER
HEAD AND SEE
ALL THE PATCHES
AND SPOTS.

SO IF YOU
REMEMBER THE
PATTERN, YOU WILL
ALWAYS KNOW
IT IS HER.
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OKI THEN T WILL
NEVER FORGET HER
AND MAYBE SHE

WILL REMEMBER ME
TOO!

THE GIANT LEATHERBACK TURTLE CRAWLED THROUGH THE WAVES AND TOOK
HERSELF BACK INTO THE SEA, SINKING UNDERWATER AND OUT OF SIGHT
FASTER THAN THE BLINK OF AN EYE. SHE CAME UP A BIT FURTHER OUT TO

TAKE A BREATH, AND ONCE AGAIN WAS GONE UNDER THE SEA.

i SO

THEY CAN DIVE
DOWN REALLY DEEP AND
HOLD THEIR BREATH
MUCH LONGER THAN

DO THEY
ONLY SWIM
UNDERWATER?

WE KNOW A LOT ABOUT
TURTLES BECAUSE SOMETIMES
RESEARCHERS HAVE PUT TAGS i
ON THEM. THE TAGS RECORD
WHERE THEY GO AND SHOWED
TURTLES CAN BE UNDERWATE
. . 'FOR 20 MIN
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= TUKI HELD HIS BREATH FOR AS LONG AS HE COULD.
HIS FACE WENT VERY RED. FINALLY HE BLEW THE AIR OUT.

7

7/

77

HAHAI
MAYBE HALF A
MINUTE ONLY!

7~ YES. THESE
GIANT TURTLES

I WISH I WAS LIKE
THEM, DIVING DOWN
DEEP, HOLDING
MY BREATH AND...

SO, WHAT ARE YOU
BOTH DOING NOW?
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ON OUR WAY TO THE
FARM! WE JUST 60T
HELD UP AFTER MEETING
THIS TURTLE AND SEEING
ALL THE EMPTY NESTS.

MAYBE YOU SHOULD™
60 AND TALK TO THE

ELDERS ABOUT IT
TODAY.

COME ON TUKT.
WE HAVE WORK TO DO
TODAY.

GOOD LUCK! ™\
I NEED TO 6O AND
WORK ON MY
CANOE.

ot

THE LEATHERBACK TURTLE SWAM OFFSHORE, COMING UP EVERY NOW AND THEN
TO BREATHE, WATCHING TUKT AS HE RAN AND PLAYED IN THE SAND.

-

DO YOU REALLY THINK : : o A
THE TURTLES COULD : et
DISAPPEAR ONE DAY? - ) |

I HOPE NOT.
BUT THERE IS A LOT WE
ALL NEED TO DO TO STOP
THAT EVER HAPPENING.
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AND CATCHING SO
MANY BIG TURTLES..

FIRST OF ALL, WE NEED
PEOPLE TO STOP TAKING
' SO MANY EGGS...

[ SEE THEM EVERY YEAR, AND
THE ONES WHO CAN MAKE A
\, DIFFERENCE RIGHT HERE
ON THE BEACH.

HOPE IT WORKS.

TUKI AND ANDO LEFT THE BEACH AND WALKED UPHILL INTO THE GARDENS.
SEVERAL OF THEIR FRIENDS CAME OVER TO GREET THEM.

- m@@:w S

WHERE HAVE YOU GUYS m

BEEN TODAY?

” WE GOT HELD UP ON THE
BEACH.TUKI SAW HOW

MANY TURTLE E66S WERE
TAKEN AND WANTS TO
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THE ELDERS? :
I THINK WE SAW ;_
A THEM RESTING UNDER / THANKS.WE
THE BIG ROCK. = | wrILL 60 AND SEE TF
&\ WE CAN FIND THEM.

URTLE AND TUKI HA | ¥ 1s THAT TRUE
DECIDED WE NEED TO ) : TUKI? THEY NEED ALL
B ; THE HELP THEY
CAN GET.

SO TUKTI AND ANDO MADE THEIR WAY DOWN TO THE BEACH AND TOWARDS a
THE BIG ROCK.

rl

Y THAT'S RIGHT UNCLE IT WORRIES
TONY. WE SAW HOW Us TOO

ALL THE NESTS ARE
BEING DUG UP BY WE WANT TO

PEOPLE AND PROTECT THEM
ol SN DOGS. _ ALSO! —

- i

THE ELDERS WERE INDEED SITTING THERE IN THE SHADE.

I THINK THAT
MAYBE NOT EVERYONE
KNOWS OR SEES WE
HAVE LESS AND LESS
TURTLES?

~—~GOOD MORNING
IT IS ALREADY GETTIN
HOT!

YES. YOU ARE
PROBABLY RIGHT
ABOUT THAT.

o
GOOD MORNING ez~
u:-‘ \

VES, BUT N
HIS HEART IS
ELSEWHERE TODAY.

HELLO ANDO.
I SEE YOU HAVE
YOUR NEPHEW
WITH YOU.

THE HARD THING IS,
NOT EVERYONE THINKS
THE TURTLES ARE
SO IMPORTANT.

HOW CAN WE
MAKE EVERYONE
UNDERSTAND?
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LOOK, WE KNOW
HOW IMPORTANT THE
TURTLES ARE FOR US

BUT WHY NOT?
WHY WOULD ANYONE
| WANT TO SEE THE
D\ TURTLES GO AWAY AND

NEVER COME BACK?

THEY HAVE BEEN
PART OF OUR BEACH AND
OUR CULTURE FOR SO MANY
YEARS. THEY FEEL LIKE
FAMILY TO UsS.

THEY ARE PART OF A :

SR MUCH BIGGER OCEAN FAMILY TOO.

T Rt S CAN YOU IMAGINE IF THEY STOPPED
- EATING JELLYFISH? THE SEA WOULD
BE FULL OF JELLYFISH AND THEN
WE COULD NOT CATCH
ANY FISH!

THEY ARE PART
OF OUR SONGS AND
DANCES TOO.
OUR HISTORY.

THEY ARE IN MANY
OF THE STORIES I
HEARD FROM MY GREAT
GRANDFATHER.
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I HAVE SEEN LESS AND
LESS COMING TO THE BEACH.
WE JUST CANNOT KEEP
KILLING THEM OR TAKING
THE EGGS.

THAT IS TRUE. IT IS
COMPLICATED! BUT TODAY
THERE ARE MUCH LESS EGGS.
SO WE CANNOT JUsT
CONTINUE LIKE NOTHING
HAS CHANGED.

THE VILLAGE HAS ALSO
GROWN AND THERE ARE
MORE PEOPLE NOW. IF
EVERYONE TOOK EGGS,
THERE WOULD BE
NONE LEFT!

7 50 WHAT CAN WE DO?
T DON'T WANT TO SEE THEM \
DISAPPEAR. NOW I NEVER
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/IT IS UP TO US TO FIND
WAYS IN WHICH TURTLES

NOW AND START COUNTING THE
EGGS, MAYBE AFTER A WHILE WE
WILL SEE IF THERE ARE MORE.

- ~IN MANY WAYS
THE ANSWER TO YOUR
QUESTION, TUKI, IS

THAT IT IS A PERSONA

CHOICE....

IF WE PROTECT THEM

THEN PEOPLE COULD START /_
TAKING SOME AGAIN? 4%

...PEOPLE FROM

HAVE TO MAKE.

BUT THEY
DON'T KNOW HOW
IMPORTANT THE
ANIMALS ARE!

NO! I CAN THIN
OF ONE THING WE
CAN DO RIGHT

OR WHY THEIR
GRANDFATHERS
COULD TAKE E6GGS
BUT THEY CAN'T?

MAYBE
IT IS TOO
LATE
ALREADY!

WE CAN HAVE A
VILLAGE MEETING
AND SUGGEST EATING
OTHER THINGS.
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 (THE VILLAGE WILL EACH

IS THAT WHAT
ANDO GIVES YOU FOR
BREAKFAST AT HIS
HOUSE?

TUKI COULD BE THE
GUIDE AND MAYBE THEY
COULD ALL MEET A
TURTLE ALSO!

WE COULD TAKE THE
OTHER CHILDREN IN THE
VILLAGE TO THE BEACH
ONE NIGHT.

AND T'LL TELL ALL <
MY FRIENDS AT SCHOOL
EVERYTHING WE CAN DO
TO SAVE OUR TURTLES!

SOUNDS LIKE A
600D PLAN! WE WILL
ORGANISE A MEETING
NEXT WEEK.
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THE GARDENS.

TUKT SPENT THE REST OF THE DAY HELPING IN

INTO THE SHORE...

| THEN AFTER A LONG HOT DAY, HE MET UP

AGAIN WITH ANDO AT THE BEACH. AS THE |
SUN STARTED TO SET, HE JUMPED UP AND
DOWN IN THE COOL WAVES ROLLING

OFFSHORE, THE BIG MAMMA
TURTLE WAS WATCHING
OVER HIM.

TODAY HAS BEEN A
REALLY AMAZING DAY.
I AM EXCITED NOW
THAT WE CAN REALLY
SAVE OUR TURTLES!

TO BE HARD TO
CONVINCE THE WHOLE
VILLAGE OF THE THING

YOU BELIEVE IN.

BUT IF I CAN ~¥—-=
CONVINCE ONE PERSON 3
EVERYDAY, THAT WILL ).

\._MAKE A DIFFERENCE. : :

e

PAGE 34

OH YES!
NOW THERE IS
SOMETHING I WANT
TO SHOW YOU.

THEY CAME TO A BIG GRILL MADE OF SPLIT BAMBOO. THE BAMBOO WAS
CRISS-CROSSED TO MAKE A WOODEN MAT ON THE BEACH.

NFTAN

THIS IS A GRILL
TO PROTECT A
TURTLE NEST.

THE DO6S
CANNOT DIG IT UP.

I HOPE IT WORKS!

IT IS QUITE SIMPLE. THE
HOLES ARE BIG ENOUGH FOR

THE HATCHLINGS TO GET OUT,
BUT SMALL ENOUGH TO STOP
THE DOGS.

THEN THEY SAW WHAT IT WAS.
LOTS OF HATCHLINGS WERE
RUNNING DOWN THE BEACH!

THEN THEY SAW A LITTLE
FURTHER DOWN THE BEACH, THE
SAND THERE LOOKED LIKE IT
WAS BUBBLING AND MOVING ALL
OVER THE PLACE?
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THE HATCHLINGS
ARE COMING OUT!




I SEE THEM IT MUST N

BE COOLER NOW BECAUSE

THE SUN IS GOING _/
DOWN =i

THEY USE THE LIGHT
AND RUN AWAY FROM
SHADOWS TO FIND
THE WATER.

7~ THE LITTLE

ONES DON'T LIKE
TO RUN ACROSS
HOT SAND.

HERE THEY 60 NOW!
HOW DO THEY KNOW
HOW TO FIND THE
SEA?

.,:)

WHAT DO
YOU MEAN?

YES!
THAT'S RIGHT!
YOU ARE A FAST
LEARNER TUKT!

IF THEY WENT
SLOWLY THE BIRDS
COULD CATCH THEM
RIGHT?

SO WHEN THEY FEEL THE
SAND COOLING DOWN IN
THE EVENING OR NIGHT,

THEN THEY CLIMB OUT AND

RUN TO THE SEA.

OK!
I KNOW THE SAND
CAN GET REALLY
HoTl

THEY WATCHED IN WONDER AS THE THE LAST FEW CAME OUT OF THE NEST.
HATCHLINGS CRAWLED QUICKLY
TO THE SEA.

THEY LOOK
SO CUTE WHEN
THEY ARE
SMALL.

THESE LINES OF SPOTS
ON THEIR BACKS TURN
INTO THE BI6G RIDGES ON
THE TURTLE'S BACKS WHEN
THEY GROW UP.

S S =g

TUKI MADE SURE THEY MADE IT TO THE WATER SAFELY.
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"EVEN TUKT'S DOG SAT DOWN AND
WATCHED, AS IF HE UNDERSTOOD
HE NOW WASN'T ALLOWED TO PLAY

WITH THEM.

I HOPE THIS N\

LITTLE ONE MAKES

IT WOULD BE A
SHAME TO THINK

WE MIGHT NOT SEE
HER AGAIN.

WELL, LET'S LOOK
ON THE BRIGHT
SIDE.

...THEN I THINK
THIS LITTLE ONE
HAS A MUCH BETTER
CHANCE THAN EVER

" BEFORE!

IF YOU DO
/ WHAT YOU CAN
AND THE VILLAGE
ELDERS DO WHAT A
THEY CAN... A

CRASH INTO
THE WAVES.
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COME BACK
LEATHERBACK.




THANKS FOR TEACHING
ME SO MUCH UNCLE ANDO....
BUT I CANNOT REMEMBER
EVERYTHING WE CAN DO TO

Six of the seven known species of sea turtle live in the Pacific Ocean; the

Green, Hawksbill, Loggerhead, Leatherback, Olive Ridley and the Flatback.

Sadly, five of these species are threatened with extinction: Green

(Endangered), Hawksbill (Critically Endangered), Leatherback (Critically

Endangered), Loggerhead (Vulnerable) and Olive Ridley (Vulnerable).

By following the simple steps below we can all play a part in preserving

our endangered Pacific sea turtles. With your help, their future can be

protected.

DO NOT DISTURB TURTLES IF YOU SEE THEM ON THE BEACH
DO NOT DIG UP EGGS OR KEEP LITTLE TURTLES AS PETS
DO NOT EAT TURTLE MEAT

ENCOURAGE PEOPLE TO KNOW AND OBEY NATIONAL LAWS
THAT CONSERVE TURTLES

REDUCE LIGHTS ON BEACHES DURING NESTING SEASON
TAKE YOUR OWN REUSABLE BAG TO THE SHOP

SAY NO TO PLASTIC BAGS!

DISPOSE OF RUBBISH PROPERLY

ORGANISE A RUBBISH COLLECTION ON YOUR LOCAL BEACH
TALK TO YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS ABOUT SEA TURTLE
CONSERVATION AND HOW TO HELP AND SAVE THEM!

L L L L L R

~N

PAGE 40

BONUS TRUE STORY!

Turtles are the ocean’s great travellers. From the moment they hatch, sea
turtles spend their entire lives navigating through the sea, stopping to feed
and nest in their preferred spots.

A nesting hawksbill turtle named Lady Vini was attached with a special tag,
called a satellite tag, to help us follow her journey through the ocean.

The tag relays signals to a satellite which helps pinpoint her exact location
in the ocean.

She was released from Satitoa Aleipata on the island of Upolu in Samoa
by a team of people from different organisations working together to
save sea turtles in the Pacific.
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The team watched Lady Vini travel 4,500km through the waters of seven
different Pacific countries and territories including Samoa, American
Samoa, Cook Islands, Kiribati, Tuvalu and Wallis & Futuna, finally arriving
in Fiji 7 months later!
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HI! MY NAME
IS TUKI AND
I LOVE SEA
TURTLES!

Join Tuki and his uncle as they learn about sea turtles in the Pacific!
In one day they find turtle nests, meet a large adult female turtle and watch
hatchlings take their first steps into the ocean.

You will also learn how to take care of turtles. Together we can make sure
that current and future generations can continue to live alongside these
magnificent creatures.

The Pacific BioScapes Programme is a European Union (EU) funded
action, managed and implemented by the Secretariat of the Pacific
Regional Environment Programme (SPREP). The Programme contributes
to the sustainable development of Pacific Small Island Developing
States through the implementation of 30 focused activities taking place
across a diversity of ecosystems in 11 countries that will address critical
issues concerning coastal and marine biodiversity, and ecosystem-based
responses to climate change adaptation.
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