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A total of 12 new species of sharks and rays were discovered by the project team, ranging in size from the

Papuan Lanternshark reaching only 28 cm in length to the Mumburarr Whipray reaching at least 1.6 m in width

Sharks and rays in the Pacific

Longfin Gulper Shark

Centrophorus longipinnis

Found in the Huon Gulf at depths of 330-460 m
- described in 2017 Papuan Velvet Skate
Notorgja sereti

189 species

Papuan Lanternshark
Etmopterus samadiae
Found off East Sepik. Morobe and Madang at depths of 340-785 m

- described in 2017

New species yet to be described s, T

Yang's Longnose Catshark

Luanah's Skate

iz Strait and off New Ireland at depths of 630-786 m
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Freshwater whipray

Urogymnus dalyensis
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Current Biology imperiled by 100%

Overfishing drives over one-third of all Habitat loss
sharks and rays toward a global extinction & degradation
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More than 38,500 species
are threatened with extinction

That is still 28% of all assessed species.
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Oceanic sharks and rays

High seas fisheries (mainly WCPFC)

Various research needs e.g.,

Improved species resolution in catch data
Bycatch mitigation
Post release survival + best handling practices
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Papua New Guinea: A Potential
Refuge for Threatened Indo-Pacific
River Sharks and Sawfishes

Michael I. Grant ™, Wiliam T. White=2, Yolarnieo Amepou+, Sharon A. Appleyard=3,
Leontine Baje®, Floriaan Devioo-Delva®®, Pierre Foutry®, Dotty lbana’, Dick J. Jogo®,
Stanley Jogo®, Pefer M. Kyne®, Ralph Mana ™, Nigel Mapmani ™, Anthony Nagw ™,
Darcy Roagar’, Colin A. Simpfendorfer' and Andraw Chin *




‘J‘(
S \&
N JAMES COOK

' UNIVERSITY Small-scale fisheries in the Pacific

Culture | Food | Economic opportunity




Im

e A MES COOK

= UNIVERSITY
< AUSTRALIA

Swim bladder — an unexpected driver of
small-scale fishing effort in PNG

Target species:
‘Stone fish’ Nibea sgamosa
Barramundi Lates calcarifer




https://www.sharksearch-indopacific.org/

SharkSearch Indo-Pacific AboutUs  Science &Research  Checklists & Photos  Getlnvolved  More
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SHARK SEAHEH

Provide national biodiversity lists

Additionally collate information on;
Threats

Use and value

Cultural significance
Management legislation o0

https://doi.org/10.107 1/PC20063
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Framed to be a well-rounded resource to [Ry TSI rays of Palau: biological diversity, status, and
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Chimaeras: The Status of
the Chondrichthyan Fishes

Compiled and edited by Sarah L. Fowler, Rachel D. Cavanagh,
Merry Camhi, George H. Burgess, Gregor M. Cailliet,
Sonja V. Fordham, Colin A. Simpfendorfer and John A. Musick

IUCN/SSC Shark Specialist Group



SHARK AND RAY ACTION PLAN

GOAL: To conserve sharks, rays, and their habitats, ensuring healthy populations in the long term,
recognising the traditions and aspirations of the peoples of the Pacific islands region.

- Michael.grant4@my.jcu.edu.au

, @Mickkgrant



