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Sharks and rays in the Pacific 

- ~189 species 

- New species yet to be described

- E.g., 12 new species described in 
recent Papua New Guinea 
fisheries project

Freshwater whipray
Urogymnus dalyensis
Grant et al. (2021)





Oceanic sharks and rays

- High seas fisheries (mainly WCPFC)

Various research needs e.g.,
- Improved species resolution in catch data
- Bycatch mitigation
- Post release survival + best handling practices

Pacoureau et al. (2021)



Highlights that we need to get on the ground to 
identify local drivers – e.g. Teleost swim bladder



Small-scale fisheries in the Pacific

Culture | Food | Economic opportunity 



Swim bladder – an unexpected driver of 
small-scale fishing effort in PNG

Target species:
‘Stone fish’ Nibea sqamosa
Barramundi Lates calcarifer



Provide national biodiversity lists

Additionally collate information on;
- Threats
- Use and value
- Cultural significance
- Management legislation

Framed to be a well-rounded resource to 
assist with national management, support 
NPOA’s etc. 

https://www.sharksearch-indopacific.org/
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