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Previous Studies: Dugongs and 
Seagrass

Dugongs Sightings and Occurrence in 6 
Provinces- (2009, D.Bass):

o North East Choiseul

o Honiara Bay

o Malaita (Lau Lagoon)

o Marovo Lagoon

o Isabel Province (Samasodu)

o Western Province (Gizo, Tetepare)

• Not a common diet– opportunistically 
hunted. 

• Some places - dugongs are revered as 
tribal totems, and have cultural stories 
attached to them. As such, they are not 
eaten.

Seagrass: 

• 1970 – Womersley & Bailey – identified 7 
species

• 2004 – SI REA TNC/SIG (McKenzie et al., 
2006) – confirmed 10 species of seagrass 
(80% known species in region) 

- Largest meadow found in Lau Lagoon, 
Malaita Province (>1,000 Ha)



Challenges identified was:

❑ Coastal Development – Logging, Port/wharves, Roads, 
Bridges.. Destruction of protective mangrove barriers, 
sediment runoff, 

❑ Marine Pollution – loss of sea grasses which dugongs 
depend on.

❑ Shipping lanes (and OBMs) may cause accidental kills

❑ Limited awareness and education about value and 
importance of dugongs (and seagrasses) 

❑ Traditional hunting major threat to dugongs

❑ Baseline data is fragmented or absent at the national 
level

❑ There was no law and policy on protecting Dugongs 



Addressing the Gaps:
• As a Range State, SIG signed the Dugong MOU in 2010

• Endorsed and Implemented the GEF Dugong & Seagrass 
Conservation Project (2015-2018)

Memorandum of Understanding on the Conservation and 

Management of Dugongs (Dugong dugon) and their Habitats 

throughout their Range



DSCP Project:  
• 4 Components

o Strengthening provincial and national 
capacity for project implementation in the 
Solomon Islands

o National level awareness raising campaign 
to champion seagrass (& including other 
fisheries habitats) conservation.

o Mapping critical seagrass fisheries habitats 
in Lau Lagoon, Solomon Islands

o Towards better management and protection 
of dugongs and seagrass habitats in the 
Solomon Islands



DSCP Project: Results

❑Improved information and data on seagrass and dugong through CMS 
Questionnaires, mapping, and awareness raising.

❑Improved coordination: Successful 9 National Facilitating Committee (NFC) 
meetings including other NFC and partner related meetings. Stronger 
relationship between key stakeholders



DSCP Project: Results
❑ Integrating art, songs, stories and dances and culture 

was effective in communicating dugong, and seagrass 
conservation. Including involving youths and women.



DSCP Project: results 
❑Policy: National Dugong Conservation Strategy developed. NFC plays a key role in 

implementation. Dugong Conservation Strategy developed with actions for future work.

❑Law: New Fisheries Regulations protecting dugongs (2018). Bringing an International Red-listed 
species Dugong into National Laws was an achievement. 



Conservation Strategy for Dugongs and Seagrass Habitats
2018

• MFMR and MECDM as Lead Agencies – implementation and facilitation of 
actions

• Themes: 

1- Legislation and Enforcement

2- Education and Awareness

3 - Research and Monitoring

4- Knowledge and Skills

5- Partnerships, Coordination and Networking











Tagio tumas !
CONTACT:

Environment and Conservation Division

Ministry of Environment, Climate Change, Disaster Management and 

Meteorology. 

P.O.Box 21, Vavaya Ridge, Honiara.

Phone: (677) 26036, Fax: (677) 25084,

E: Jhurutarau@mecdm.gov.sb


