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Northern River Shark Glyphis garricki

Speartooth Shark Glyphis glyphis

Ganges River Shark Glyphis gangeticus
synonyms Glyphis fowlerae & Glyphis Siamensis
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- Low population density

- Low human impacts

- Large, free flowing flood plain rivers
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How did it all start? 

White et al (2017) White et al (2015)
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50.2% of observations were 

Glyphis (29.7%) or 

sawfish (20.5%)

Most observed

Glyphis garricki n = 140

Pristis pristis n = 60

Anoxypristis cuspidata n = 52

37 species

IUCN Red List Categories



Mia Kussa River – Sawfish 10.6% of catch

Fly River – Glyphis 84.9% of catch

Kikori River Delta – Glyphis 62.1% of catch

Mia Kussa R.



Swim bladder – Jewfish & Barramundi

Up to $1400 PGK (~$600 AUD) per Kilogram
Gulf Prov. Fisheries (2020)

Shark fin
$2–70 PGK per kg in domestic markets
Shark meat
$1–25 PGK per piece or whole small animal
Grant et al, (Unpubl data) 

The management issue…



Merauke

Sawfish are listed on Appendix I of the Convention on International 
Trade of Endangered Species of Flora and Fauna (CITES)

PNG is a signatory  to CITES.

Fishers fetch higher prices for swim bladder and shark fin in Indonesia, 
compared to domestic markets 



Community Engagement

National authorities

Education & Outreach

Encouraging live release

Moving toward refuge status…
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