#*
f
vg,f-'}

POU andml'i‘

- “learn.about cllmate change

DR *?a“nd*” rowmg food-crops i)
\ A = P f.”_ X 1 N i,ﬁ
A A % 11{"-,"-,' [ _ . L i

v

}a
]
»




O opyright Secretariar of the Pecfic Commumnaty (SPC) 2002
Al rights for commercial f foc prafit repeoduoction o translition, in any form, reserved. SPC awthooises the partial reproduction ar translation
of this matrral for sdentific, ndu:ltmﬂnrrum:d:.purpmm,ptmﬁndﬂutﬁ?( and the source dooament ace propedy edimowledped. Permission,

to reproduce the document end /oo trenslbe in whole, in any foem, whether for commerdal § far profit or ooo-prodis porposes, st be reguesied
in wnting. Chriginal SPC artwork may not be altered or scparstely poblished withowt permission.

Oirigiral text: English

Secrereriat of the Pecific Commuraty Catalogning in-poblcation data

Sansomy, [Dom

Pou and Miri learn about cimare change and growing food crops)’ story and illustretiions by Dom Sansom, edited by Christine Fung
ot Climatic changes - BEovirenmeniz] espects - Ceeania - Jovenile literatore.
7 Food crops - Choeania - Juvenile litemmee.
- Foaod supply - Ocands - Juvenile Feratone,

L Sanszam, Dom IL Pang, Chestine IIL Tide I'Y, Secretariat of the Pacific Commumnity
STT220995 MAACRZ

ISBM: 97E-9B2-00-0551 -4

Secretariat of the Pacific Comouenirg, 2002
Souva Regional Cifice

Privvate Mzl Bag Suwa, Fijt Islands
Telephone: +679 337 0733

W SO InNT

Prirtted by Qrality Print, Suva, Fii. 2012



Pou and Miri

learn about climate change
and growing food crops

Story and illustrations by Dam Sansom
Edited by Christine Fung

Lecretariat of the Pacific Community
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Hello boys and girls!
Climate change will en our seasens and envirenment. Our coe] seasen Mﬁﬁ%
w hﬂﬂnﬂ‘:-mmyhmnurydrypuﬂndlnﬂwrﬂnymm

msaﬁc}shﬂwmr mature, Seme plants, fer le,
oblngi bt o - ﬁwmmmﬁmﬂm

T4 is impertant o be aware and for these changes so that we don't go short of food, We |
: i by ittt grocs Sl e

Happy reading!

Dr Wl Killmann, Programeme Director, SPU/GIZ Coping with Climate Change in the Pocific Islond Region Progromme



Peu and Miri, a fruit bat, have been best friends since they were very young and have had lets
of adventures fogether.
They live en the trepical island of Tieni, in the Pacific Ocean.

Plonts and crops grow very well on their beautiful island . ..
but seasens seem fo be changing

Will you help us find out what we can do about i#?
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i ey Pou woke o anether beautiful het sunny day
on Iteni. He was very excited because it was the
schoo| helidays.

"Pou .. . breakfast is ready!” called his mother.

It was mange seasen and he was heping fer a big
juicy mange fer breakfast. But there was ne mange
that merning,

Perhaps his friend Miri weuld bring one. She would be coming
soon and she always brought fruit. But she didn't bring any
mange either.

"Pou, your Ta left early this merning 1o ge to the garden in the
hills, Can yeu please take him his lunch?” asked his mether .

"Yes Mama," replied Pou. "And I'll g 1o Luisa’s stall on the way
te see if she has any mangoes.”
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Luisa helps her mether sell fruit and vegetables freshly picked from their garden.
But thet day she had ne mangoes.

"Oh! Have you seld all the mangees already™ asked a disappeinted Pou.
Luisa told him that there were very few mangees on the frees this year.

"Why Is that? asked Pou.

"T#'s because we had some heavy rain a few months age,” said Luisa’s
mother from the window. “The heavy rain broke most of the flowers on
our mange trees. And if there are no flowers, then there will be no fruit.
That's why we have very lile fruit this year”







Climate affects mango seasons
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If we I;':Hf neanwsy rain whnen the Mango tress are flow Mg,
the rain can break the delicate mango flowers and we wil

1ot get any fruit.
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Far mosl islands in the Pacific, the cool =eason is arpund May
to August and this is when mango flowers start coming out,
From Sepiember to Febmuary, the weather starts getiing wanm
and we usually have delicious mangaes around Christmas
time L3

HUt IT oUr warm season chnanges and starts early im July,
fruiting will start early and we will pel mangoes in August
and September L] L

50 the changing seasons affect how our different crops grow
and roguce rrull With climate cl arge, our fruit Tregs may
not produce friit when we expect it But i we grow different
types of fruit that hawve different frulting seasans, we will
E|'-'-.'|I';.-'!: NdvE !-':IIrIIZ'II"I'Ii-: 10 ENjOY, L3
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"Come and see my gqarden”
said Luisa. She fock Pou and
Miri 4o her garden. “Leok!
randfather and I F|nn+¢d
all these

. fruils and crops.”

"Can you eat the
erange flowers?”

asked Pou.

No silly ...

they are
marigelds. They

keep insects
away from the
veg«e-}uble.,r,_'




"De you want te come with
us?" asked Pou. "We're aking
my Ta his lunch”

Luisa's mether said she could
ge with Pou. "Enjoy yourselves,”
she called, as they set off.

Can you name all the fruit and
vegetables in the garden?

Plants for coping with climate change

Climate chanes may bring warmer and wetter weather, These
are the conditions that some harmiul pests and |Nsaecls &npoYy.

Luckily, same plants produce smells that repel thase insects
and pests. Onions, garlic, basil, coriander, lemaon grass and
marigolds help keep insects and pests away,

If woe grow insect-repelling plants, we don't need to buy §
pesticides that can contalin harmful chemicals.
e
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While walking aleng beside the stream, they came 1o a wenderful garden. There were many different
crops growing ameng the trees.
"Hey, this is Uncle Leli's garden” said Pou.

"Wow!" said Luisa. "Leck how different it is from Mr Tomu's garden.”

“Helle, therel” someone called out. It was Uncle Leli, looking very het and sweaty. He was busy planting
some young banana frees, but he stopped what he was deing and walked fewards them,
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"By leaving mest of the rees that are clready there. Because if you
chop down a lot trees, the soil will wash away very quickly, taking all
your crops with it,” said Uncle Leli. “The reets of +rees help hold the
soil in place”

ot L
;i ..
s &






Agroforestry for coping with climate change

Agroforestry is a farming systerm where trees and crops grow tagether. ¥au can also
keep animals under the trees; they enjoy the shade and enrich the soil, And because
there are lots of plants and trees, yvour agrofarestry farm (s home to many different
types of birds and animals,

In the Pacific region, farmers who practise agroforestry grow crops (2.£. leafy
vegetables, tarn, cassava, pineapples) with frult trees {eg bananas, oranges, pawpaw)
and tree crops (e breadTruit and coconut trees). This provides them with different
kinds of food throughout the vear.

Planting crops and trees together keeps the soll healthy and prevents it from belng
washed away into the sea or rivers, where it muddies the water and destroys the
homes of the fish and other creatures that live there.

An agroforestry farm has fewer pests and diseases than a farm with only one crop.
IT only ane crop is planted, the insects feeding on this crop spread very fast, But if
there are many different crops and trees planted together, [t is more difficult for the
pests 1a find the crop they wanl to feed off.

We can also get firewood and other wood products from an agrofarestry farm so we
dan’t peed to cut down our farests unnecessarily,
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"What's that plant?” asked Pou, peinting to the

4ross growing in rows.
“It's called vetiver gross,” said Luisa.

"That's right,” said Uncle Leli and he
showed Pou the grass. Tt has leng, thick
roots that stop the seil from washing

away during heavy rain.”

"If Mr Temu had planted vetiver grass
on the slopes,” said Pou, “he would have




Peu, Miri and Luisa said geedbye te Uncle Leli
and centinued their journey.

They climbed a hill and saw Ta werking in his
_qurden below. They raced dewn towards him.

"We brought yeur lunch, Ta," said Pou, rying
to catch his breath.

"Thank you, Pou Thank you, Luisa. Hells, Miri,”
said Ta. “T'm ready for a break”




"Grandfather must have taught you and Uncle Leli the same
thing" Pou said, locking at Ta's garden. "He alse grows different
types of crops fogether.”

"Grewing different crops means that we will always have
something te ecl,” said Ta. "If streng winds damage our
cassava, there are sweet potatoes. If the taro gels eaten by
insects, I know that we will have bananas.”
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season, we can have " chipped in Luisa.

“That's right,” said Ta laughing. “Let's eat now.

T've picked a juicy watermelen and sweet pineapple

fe ge with eur lunch”

y faveuritel” Miri squealed with delight. Pou

laughed. "All fruit is yeur faveurite”

What a perfect way to start the holidays, Pou
theught fo himself, even though I had ne mange
for breakfast.
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|. Practice agroforesiry. This means growing your crops and vegetables with different kinds of trees,
The trees will pretect your crops frem streng winds and the het sun and alse keep the seil heahthy,

2. Plant streng-smelling vegetables like enion, garlic and coriander, and strong-smelling flowers and
plants like marigeld, basil, lemen grass and island musk (whi in Tengan, uci in Fijian and usi in Samean)
te help pretect your crops against pests and harmful insects. These streng-smelling vegetables and
plants make your meals tasty and keep your garden smelling nice. Seme are even medicinall

3. Plant different types of veqetables and feed crops in your garden. This will give you a variety of
delicious meals te keep you healthy and you will always have semething o eat. If ene crop or
vegetable is destroyed there are cthers for you fo eat.

= 4, When planting en slopes, 4ry 1o remove as liHle vegetation as possible. The rees and plants

grewing en the slepes help prevent seil frem washing away and contaminating eur rivers and reefs.
Seil that washes away inte eur rivers and reefs destroys the hemes of fish and ether creatures
living there.

S. Plant vetiver grass in places where seil can easily be washed away. These places include slepes,
ceastal areas exposed te streng waves, river banks, and epen ditches and drains. The leng reets of
vetiver grass help keep the soil in place.
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