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About this Report  
 

Sources of Information 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the Solomon Islands, interviews were conducted remotely with participants from government departments, agencies and 

contractors addressing issues of environmental protection, waste management, legal matters, as well as the private sector and 

NGOs.   

Additional interviews were conducted with external consultants and SPREP staff working on specific programs relevant to the 

Waste Legislative Review. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Publicly available online resources about 

waste management laws in the participating 

countries (e.g. PacLII, EcoLEX, SPREP, 

InforMEA and FAOLEX, as well as the websites 

of government departments and other 

agencies administering waste and other 

environmental laws in the participating 

countries)  

 

Additional information on legislation or pipeline 

initiatives identified by in-country contacts 

Qualitative information derived from 

interviews (remote and face-to-face) with in-

country stakeholders 

An online survey sent to in-country participants 

requesting information on waste laws in their 

countries and their implementation, 

administration, and enforcement 

Available online sources do not always contain the most up-to-date legislation or may be incomplete.  

Where possible, the UoM team drew on contacts with parliamentary libraries in the participating countries 

to source more recent legislation. However, it is not possible to say with certainty that all relevant 

legislation, or the most current versions, were identified in the desktop review. 

For identifying proposed legislation, the UoM team relied on an online survey sent out to 110 in-country 

contacts in the participating countries (with a 21% response rate), as well as interviews with in-country 

contacts in the Cook Islands, Federated States of Micronesia, Fiji, Kiribati, Nauru, Niue, Palau, Papua New 

Guinea, the Republic of the Marshall Islands, Samoa, the Solomon Islands, Timor-Leste, the Kingdom of 

Tonga, Tuvalu, and Vanuatu. 
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Introduction  
 

This assessment has been prepared by the {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊƛŀǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΩǎ (SPREP) EU-funded 

PacWastePlus ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ όtŀŎ²ŀǎǘŜ tƭǳǎ ƻǊ ΨtǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΩύΣ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ǳǇƻƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ University of Melbourne 

(UoM) on behalf of PacWastePlus ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΩǎ Waste Legislative Review project.  The UoM team reviewed legislation 

relevant to waste management in 14 Pacific region countries and Timor-Leste. Separate assessments are provided for each of 

the PacWastePlus participating countries. 

 

This assessment was designed to achieve a number of outcomes: 

¶ Gain a working understanding of the legislative framework governing waste management in PacWastePlus 

participating countries 

¶ Determine which countries have legislation that actively manages issues caused by the generation of waste streams 

that are the focus of the PacWastePlus programme activities (asbestos, e-waste, healthcare waste, recyclables, 

organics, bulky waste, disaster waste and wastewater) and plastic waste 

¶ Understand strengths and weaknesses of the legislative frameworks to manage the waste issues and social and 

environmental problems caused by the generation of these wastes 

¶ To provide some guidance on possible modifications to the legislative framework to improve waste management 

outcomes. 

This assessment provides the broad findings of the research and investigation undertaken by the UoM team in relation to the 

Solomon Islands.  It provides: 

¶ A stocktake of the existing legislative environment for waste management in the Solomon Islands, focusing on the 

PacWastePlus priority waste streams of healthcare waste, asbestos, e-waste, recyclables, organics, disaster waste, 

bulky waste, and wastewater, as well as plastic waste, and including implementing legislation for the following 

multilateral environmental agreements (MEAs): Waigani, Basel, Stockholm, Rotterdam, and Minamata. 

¶ A stocktake of pipeline legislative initiatives in the Solomon Islands, including an assessment of their impact and 

approximate timeframe for development. 

¶ An assessment of the legislative framework and its relevance to the PacWastePlus programme focus waste streams 

and plastic waste 

¶ An assessment of the capacity of the Solomon IslandsΩ government to enact the instruments included in the legislative 

framework 

¶ Options for strengthening the legislative framework for the Government of the Solomon Islands to deliver its desired 

waste management outcomes. 

 



 
Assessment of Legislative Frameworks Governing Waste Management in the Solomon Islands 6 
  

 

 
 

 

SECTION 1:  LEGISLATIVE 

STOCKTAKE 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

This stocktake provides a detailed view of the legislative 

environment governing waste management currently in 

operation in the Solomon Islands 
















































































































